Weekly RPC Clerks Update 25th March – 1st April 2019
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
• Bat survey (Churchman’s Meadows, King George V field and Church Street) has been received
(distributed to councillors and Traffic Calming Working Group)
• Open Space Warden reported damage to the Skate park – Clerk is arranging for repair, which
has been confirmed to be undertaken next week Thursday.
• Two year contract with SSE for electricity supply for Jubilee Hall and Rudgwick Hall has been
signed (some investigations were made into changing suppliers but in first instance, no
cheaper deal was on offer).
• Quote asked for and received from Grasstex for actions to be taken at Churchmans Meadows
Playground. Clerk has contacted Kompan playground, suggesting that the amount is deducted
from their final invoice and Grasstex undertaking the moving of the gate, levelling ground in
two places and seed the re-matted areas (three int total).
• Clerk received one response to the Neighbourhood Plan Call for sites (forwarded to NHP
Steering Committee Chair)
• Clerk has formally requested permission from WSCC to feel the two trees opposite
Pennthorpe School as discussed with Arboriculturist, WSCC.

•

Above sticker – 50 have been ordered free of charge and on receipt parishioners who wish to
obtain one, can collect these from the Parish Office on Monday and Friday between 10 am and
3 pm. NB the notices have not yet been received – are expected in the middle of April.

E-MAILS/COMMUNICATION
25.3.2019 Parishioner reported a mobile food van being parked on the car park at the back of
Rudgwick Hall (Friday 16.00 – 21.00) – Councillor went to look at 4.30 pm last Friday and van was not
there. Subsequently informed that van appeared later – Clerk to visit site Friday 5th April, 2019.
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Accessible Website Regulations
SSALC has received enquiries from a number of small councils regarding compliance with the
Accessible Website Regulations. We can confirm that all parish councils must have websites
that are compliant with the Regulations and as far as we understand, there are no exemptions.
Where a council has a website designed and maintained by a national provider, adjustments
will be routinely carried out to ensure compliance but where the site has been developed by
someone in the parish or a provider who is no longer trading, this will be more difficult.
Nigel Hillier of VisionICT will be giving a presentation on this subject at the Clerks Networking
Day on Thursday 4th April at the AMEX Stadium, Brighton. Nigel will also be available all
day to answer any questions you may have and hopefully put aside some of your fears!
Booking is now closed for the networking day however if you would like to attend and have not
yet booked please contact anna.beams@ssalc.co.uk by Tuesday evening at the latest

Further Information

Latest News

For regular news updates please visit
www.ssalc.co.uk
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Elections
The last few weeks have been particularly busy on election advice. Now most, if not all
Election Authorities, will have published Notice of Election when nominations can be received.
It is also the start of the purdah period - please contact the SSALC office if you need any
advice regarding Purdah. It is ‘business as usual’ for all Parish Councils. A point of note
- Councils should be cautious about making major decisions which could be interpreted as
giving incumbent Councillors a ‘platform’ for their election. Sometimes such a Decision is
required and cannot wait until after the election. This is fine but worth including the reasons
for the need to make the decision at this time.
Anne Bott, DCEO, SSALC

Updated Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
The updated 2018/19 AGAR has been sent to external audit firms by Smaller Authorities Audit
Appointments (SAAA). These are likely to be issued to local councils by their auditors from 25
March, so keep an eye out!
A number of improvements have been made including a separate form for parish meetings,
updated flowcharts, and a detailed and a new briefer Step by Step at a glance guide with key
dates – these are available on the SAAA website in the guidance section.
Last year saw a significant change from the old regime which by and large was successfully
introduced and embraced by the sector. Inevitably, there were some teething problems which
hopefully can be ironed out this year. But here are two lessons: firstly, please read the
instructions and guidance provided by your auditors and in the AGAR before attempting to
complete the appropriate form; secondly, completed forms must be returned to the auditor by
the statutory deadline of 30 June, either by email or post, but not both.

AGAR Digital Transformation Project
We are proposing a change to the current paper based AGAR in favour of an on-line form and
submission process. The AGAR form and associated guidance will not change. The idea
being, an on-line digitised system will be quicker, more accurate and cheaper.
The idea is that the form will be self-calculating and will lead the user through the various steps
of completion with prompts and help screens. On conclusion of each stage, the system would
notify the next party in the process (i.e. the nominated internal auditor and then nominated
external auditor) with a prompt to take action. The populated form and associated attachments
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would be made available for reading/downloading via the system.
We have some questions that will help us to understand your level of interest in this digital
transformation project and would be very grateful if you could complete a short survey

Complete Survey

27.09.2019 E-mail from No Incinerator 4 Horsham Community Group

No Incinerator 4 Horsham Community Group
Website:

www.ni4h.org

Email:

NoIncinerator4Horsham@gmail.com

27th March 2019

Ref: Planning Appeal APP/P3800/W/18/3218965 – Former Wealden Brickworks

Dear Rudgwick Parish Council,

The purpose of this letter is to ask the Parish Council to approve Ni4H’s application for a contribution
(grant/donation) towards the costs of standing against the above planning appeal.

As you will be aware, there are plans to build a huge commercial and industrial incinerator in Horsham,
importing up to 230,000 tonnes per annum of residual commercial and industrial waste and/or residual
municipal solid waste from across 6 counties. The proposed 36-metre-high building and 95-metre-high
permanently lit chimney would be the first things people would see as they approached Horsham by
road, rail, bicycle or on foot, the proposed stack being higher than the Statue of Liberty.
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Local residents have a right to put their views across to the Planning Inspector at the Public Inquiry,
which is due to commence on 29th October 2019. No Incinerator 4 Horsham (Ni4H) is a peaceful,
non-political Community Group of local residents who object to this proposal. At the Public Inquiry, Ni4H
understands that West Sussex County Council will be defending one ground for refusal of the planning
application. Ni4H is urgently seeking £50,000 for professional advice including technical expert reports
and a barrister to defend other reasons, representing the thousands of local people who object to this
proposal.

Ni4H is inviting the Parish Council to contribute the sum of £300 to assist in enabling the group to be
represented professionally at the Public Inquiry.

Funds may be transferred in the following ways:

•
•
•

Bank Transfer: Sort code 20-42-58 Account number 63387127
Cheque: please contact us for details
Debit card, credit card or PayPal via this link https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_sxclick&hosted_button_id=3B6C72B5B4VD4&source=url

Further information is available on Ni4H’s website ni4h.org including briefing papers on Incineration
Overcapacity, Energy Recovery and Disposal. In addition, an Appeal Facebook page has been set up to
facilitate engagement with the appeal process:
https://www.facebook.com/No-Incinerator-4-Horsham-Appeal-Campaign-346607489515044/

Also, this petition respectfully requesting that the appeal is dismissed by the Planning Inspector has
already been signed by 1,404 people: https://www.change.org/p/planning-inspectorate-dismiss-theappeal-for-planning-permission-for-the-proposed-horsham-incinerator

Many thanks,

Kind regards,

No Incinerator 4 Horsham Community Group
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Legal Updates

For regular legal updates please visit
www ssalc.co.uk

27.03.2-19 E-mail Gatwick Airport – invitation for community representatives to visit Gatwick Airport
The 2018/19 season of our Discover Gatwick programme, a series of events where representatives of
the local community they could learn more about Gatwick and how we are leading the way in enhancing
the experience of our passengers and in managing a highly efficient and responsible airport, is drawing
to a close with two final events until the Autumn.

We value good relationships with our neighbours and the wider community across the region and these
events provide an important opportunity for open dialogue. The feedback from attendees at these
events has been very positive and we would be pleased to invite members of local parish councils,
neighbourhood and community groups to join one of the next ‘behind the scenes’ event to learn more
about how the operational aspects of the airport.
Dates currently available:
Tuesday 21st May 2019
Tuesday 18th June 2019
We will ensure that the agenda (which we anticipate will run from approximately 9am to 2pm) will allow
time for questions and discussion as this provides an important opportunity for us to understand the key
areas of interest from community representatives.
We would be grateful if you would register your interest by emailing community@gatwickairport.com
stating which date you would prefer. These events are proving very popular and we may therefore
need to restrict the number of attendees from any one group.
Please note that in order to participate in the event, you will need to hold photographic ID, i.e. passport
or photo card driving licence.
If you do have questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Regards
Community Engagement Team
7th Floor, Destinations Place
Email: community@gatwickairport.com
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Stay updated, sign up to receive Gatwick Airport’s regular digital newsletter
www.gatwickairport.com/communitynewsletter

28.03.2019 E-mail NALC Newsletter: National Award launch

NALC launches national
awards to recognise
community champions
Friday, 15 March 2019

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) has officially launched its
prestigious Star Council Awards for 2019 to recognise the achievements of the
parish and town (local) council sector and celebrate the positive impact local
councils, county associations, local councillors and clerks make to their
communities.
NALC is now open to nominations and calling on local councils who have gone
above and beyond to serve their community to apply. The awards are looking for
individuals and organisations that are making a real, positive difference locally.
2018 Star Council Award winner, Northwich Town Council led a major regeneration
of the town. The council worked in partnership with the local community to
understand their needs during the planning of the regeneration.
Since the regeneration, Northwich is buzzing with free activities held in the parks,
open spaces and town centre, including a community fun weekend, music
festivals, family fun days and park-runs to name a few. The council has also
improved the public realm of the high street to encourage more people to visit. It is
now a street that is thriving with more people visiting shops and local businesses
than ever before, leading to a boom in the local economy.
NALC is encouraging community champions who have gone above and beyond to
make a positive local change to put themselves forward.
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This year the categories include young councillor (aged 18-30), councillor, clerk,
council of the year and county association project of the year.
NALC chairman, Cllr Sue Baxter said “This is the fifth consecutive year NALC has
run the awards and we are expecting it to be our biggest and best yet. Local
councils work on a daily basis to deliver vital services to their residents and the
NALC Star Council Awards are a chance to celebrate all they do for their
communities.”
“I encourage every council, county association, councillor and clerk who thinks
they have done something special for their community to put themselves forward.
Have you got what it takes to be a winner?”
The deadline for nominations is Friday 28 June 2019, with the awards ceremony
taking place at the NALC Annual Conference on 28 October 2019 in Milton
Keynes.
Sponsored by BHIB Councils Insurance
Read more about the awards
Apply to the awards
Tags:
News

29.03.2019 – Action in Rural Sussex
Village Halls & Community Buildings Newsletter March 2019
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VILLAGE HALLS & COMMUNITY BUILDINGS
NEWSLETTER
The latest news from the AirS Village Halls & Community
Buildings Advisory Service

March 2019

Welcome to the March Village Halls Newsletter. As we merrily
skip our way into Spring, take some well-deserved timeout and
browse through this packed edition....and don't forget the
clocks go forward an hour on Saturday 30th March!
In this month's issue we cover: subscription renewals, AirS business breakfast
meetings, village halls conferences, the valuation report from Allied Westminster,
fire risk assessments, Q&A's and the usual Funding Opportunities.
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Village Halls & Community Buildings
Advisory Service Subscription Renewals Due
Your 2018/19 subscription to the Sussex Village Halls and Community Buildings
Advisory Service will come to an end on the 31st March 2019.

We sincerely hope that you have found your subscription to our advisory service useful
and informative during 2018/2019 and will continue to support this service and access
the information, support and events that it provides during 2019/20. We have again
managed to maintain the cost at £144 (inc. VAT) for the forthcoming year.

The application form for a subscription to the 2019/20 Advisory Service have been sent
via email along with the invoice so please do look out for it.

Completed applications should be returned to us either electronically or in hard copy
along with payment.

Please note that we require both the form and payment in order to process applications.
Further details on the service can be found on our website or by emailing us.

Your current log in and passwords will be deactivated on the
31st March 2019.

If we have already received your new application form, new logins will be sent to
the primary contact on Monday 1st April via email.

10

AirS Business Breakfast Networking
Meetings
AirS hosts the first of its three business
breakfast meetings

Early on a bright March Monday morning,
Ringmer Village Hall was buzzing with
business talk as over 20 rural small business
owners from across the Lewes District came
together to network and hear about the support
they can get from Let's Do Business.
Guest speaker, Emma Pearce from Pearce
Marketing in Hailsham kicked off the morning
with a whistle stop tour of marketing and how
both traditional and social media marketing
when blended together can ensure the overall
success of a business, however large or small.
Our next meetings are:

Digital Marketing
Wednesday 24th April 2019 from 08:30 to
10:30
Herstmonceux Village Hall, Hailsham Road,
Herstmonceux BN27 4JX
https://airsbreakfastmeetingherstmonceux.eve
ntbrite.co.uk
Fit for Business
Wednesday 22nd May 2019 from 08:30 to
10:30
Robertsbridge Village Hall 11-23 Station Road,

Village Halls Conferences
Q&A's Available from the 2018
Conferences

We would like to advise you that the
Q&A sessions from the 2018 Village
Halls Conferences are now
available on the login area of our
website, under Sussex Village Halls
and Community Buildings
Conferences 2018.
We apologise for the delay in
publishing these. If you have any
further questions or queries, please
email us.

2019 Conferences - Preparations
underway

We are just finalising the dates and
venues for the 2019 Village Halls &
Community Buildings conferences.
As in previous years we will be
hosting one in West Sussex and
one in East Sussex, but please don't
feel you are restricted to attending
the one in your side of the county you will welcome to either.
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Robertsbridge TN32 5DA
https://airsbreakfastmeetingrobertsbridge.event
brite.co.uk

These events are free to attend but will require
registration via Eventbrite.

It would be lovely to see a representative from
your organisation at these events as this is a
good opportunity to find out the support that is
on offer, learn about marketing your hall and
also an opportunity to promote your venue to
other attendees, many of whom may use
community buildings.

Please note that whilst attendance is
unrestricted, unfortunately eligibility for the
business support and funding streams is
restricted to East Sussex only.
If you're in West Sussex, please visit
Coast2Capital to find out what support they
can offer you.

If there are certain topics you would
like us to cover, please email us and
if a popular request, we will
endeavour to include it in the
programme.

The Hub @ Quarry Farm
AirS CEO visits to find out what
it’s all about.

Petrina Mayson, CEO of Action in
rural Sussex, was delighted to be
invited to explore The Hub@Quarry
Farm in Bodiam, by the High Sheriff
of East Sussex, Major General John
Moore-Bick CBE DL. They are
pictured with the hub owner, Anna
Eastwood after enjoying a delicious
lunch!
Anyone who has not visited the Hub
is encouraged to do so to see farm
diversification at its best.

The Big Lunch
Anyone for a sandwich?!

The farm offers holistic therapies,
creative workshops, excellent food,
meeting space, business units,
glamping and camping. Everything
in fact from foraging to kayaking to
shopping!
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The Big Lunch this year will be held on 1st and
2nd June. Organised by the Eden Project, the
Big Lunch is about millions of people getting
together to share food, have fun and get to
know each other better.
It's a simple idea that for a few glorious hours,
cars stop, shyness stops and neighbours come
together in the street to meet, greet, share,
swap, sing, plan and laugh.
For more information visit: The Big Lunch

Thank you to everyone who filled out our
Advisory Service Subscriber Feedback
Survey.
Responses were very positive and will play
a key part in the review of the services we
provide through the subscription offer.
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Free Multi-Page Valuation Report Solves Problem For Trustees
Allied Westminster has teamed up with a RICS surveyor to bring a new solution to
the old problem of under-insured Village Halls and vulnerable Trustees!

At present, if halls are under-insured then not only does it create problems at time of
claim, but Village Hall Trustees can become personally liable for the uninsured losses.
This problem can be avoided altogether if the hall is insured for the correct sum, but
Trustees are often unable to spend £500-£800 for a full onsite valuation so they can set
their sums insured correctly.

Allied Westminster has been tackling this problem for some years and has just launched
its new initiative – The Property Rebuild Assessment Report scheme. Under this, halls
can now receive a highly detailed valuation report showing appropriate sums for all
assets – main building, outbuildings, tennis courts, car parks, walls, etc – allowing them
to set sums insured with great precision.
The report is simple to request and quick to arrive. Better yet, it’s completely FREE to
VillageGuard® clients in a 3- or 5-year arrangement with Allied Westminster, and heavily
subsidised for those clients who aren’t. It’s even subsidised for halls that aren’t even
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clients of VillageGuard, because Allied Westminster has a strong commitment to
eradicating this problem for all village halls across the country. The report is indemnified
for five years by Aviva PLC for clients who use VillageGuard, and completely removes
the problem of Trustee vulnerability for under-insured assets.

Visit here for more details.

***Article by Allied Westminster***

Please note that there other companies offering Village Hall insurance policies,
always seek the best policy for your hall.

Good Neighbour Schemes
Can you support your neighbours?

Good Neighbour Schemes are voluntary initiatives run by local residents who assist
people in their area to enjoy a better quality of life by offering them support with everyday
tasks.

The support provided varies, linking the skills, knowledge and capacity of volunteers with
the needs of participants. This may include activities such as befriending and home visits
or more specific tasks such as gardening, dog walking and form filling among others.
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Whilst potentially benefiting the whole community, the schemes are primarily aimed at
assisting vulnerable or isolated people. This support may enable them to live
independently in their own homes and communities for longer and reduce feelings of
loneliness and social isolation.

If you wish to find out more about the schemes operating in your area, then please visit
our Village Agents webpage for more information.

Community Interest Companies (CICs)

Paid Staff

New online process launched

Did you know that the minimum
wage set to increase?

The new online incorporation process for
registering new community interest
companies (CICs) went live on Monday 11
March 2019.
This new digital registration option aims to
significantly reduce incorporation times, offer
online convenience and 24-hour availability
to the CIC sector.
Please visit
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisation
s/office-of-the-regulator-of-communityinterest-companies for more information.

If you have paid staff in your hall,
you may be interested to hear that
the minimum wage rates will
increase in April 2019. Below are
the new rates of pay, however for
more information, please
visit https://www.gov.uk/nationalminimum-wage-rates

Wage band

Rates from
1 Apr 2019

25 and over

£8.21

21 to 24

£7.70

18 to 20

£6.15

Under 18

£4.35

Apprentice

£3.90
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Fire Risk Assessments
Looking for the guidance, then look no further
We've recently seen an upsurge in the number of enquiries regarding Fire Risk
Assessments, therefore we thought this was a good opportunity to point you to the
correct ACRE information sheets and model documents that will guide you through the
process.

The Fire Safety Risk Assessment is a crucial task that must be undertaken as soon as
possible. It is imperative that evidence of the assessment exists and is accessible on
request - you could be liable for a fine if this information is not in place.

ACRE information sheets 15 and 37 provide a useful place from which to start, therefore
in order to familiarise yourself with what is required we highly recommend that you read
these first.

The fire risk assessment process may be undertaken by the Trustees/Management
Committee and the vast majority of village halls do this for themselves. It is important to
note that whilst the Fire Service are responsible for enforcing fire safety orders they no
longer carry out the assessments.

In 2017, Roger Easey of ESFRS attended our conference to explain more on this
process and presented a brief overview of the key stages involved in undertaking the
assessment. The presentation can be found here
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Useful model documents and information sheets available from the log in area of our
website include:
•

Fire Risk Assessment: Example of Anywhere Village Hall

•

Fire Risk Assessment: Small & Medium Places of Assembly - This is the
definitive guide to Fire Risk Assessments

•

Calculating Capacity for Village Hall - This represents the key document
applicable to the vast majority of village halls and community buildings and
covers all activity in relation to fire safety. If answers to questions cannot be
obtained elsewhere, then this is a good place to look. It essentially represents
the guide from which ESFRS and other parties take their guidance. It is quite
heavy going to read but extremely informative.

•

Fire Risk Assessment: Sample Log Book - This illustrates what completed
documentation may look like and the form that it may take. However, please only
use these as a guide as the very essence of the assessment is that they are
bespoke and apply specifically to only one building.

•

Information Sheet 37 - Fire Safety in Village Halls

•

Information Sheet 15 - Heath & Safety Legislation and Village Halls

If you can't find what you are looking for, please do not hesitate to email us.

Tackling Loneliness
Uckfield
Town Council Grants
Changes to the way Uckfield
Town Council distributes grants

Conditions surrounding applications
have been tightened and the

Guidance to Help Measure
Loneliness

Following on from the work of The
Jo Cox Commission on Loneliness,
The Centre for Wellbeing’s new
guide is aimed at anyone wanting to
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operation and awarding process
moved from the autumn to the
following spring. Grants, however,
will still be paid at the same time.

understand the impact of their
charity on loneliness, especially
people with responsibility for
monitoring and evaluation.

At present grants are awarded
(subject to ratification) at a special
meeting in September but do not
become payable until the following
financial year.

It takes a realistic approach to
evaluation to avoid overloading
charities and the people they
support with too many questions,
acknowledging the strengths of
small organisations in collecting
evidence about people’s personal
journeys and gives advice on how to
have conversations about a
sometimes difficult and sensitive
topic. They’ve also created a
downloadable questionnaire
template to use as part of your
evaluation.

The money is paid to organisations
which support community life.
Timetable
The new arrangements will come
into force for the financial year
2021/22
Closing date for applications will be
January 31, 2021
Grants meeting held in February
2021

The guide is available here

Other points
A single point of contact for all grant
applications will be established and
confirmation will be sent to
applicants within seven days of
receipt.
If applicants do not receive a receipt
one week from submission of their
application, they should contact the
council prior to the deadline,
otherwise their application would be
considered inadmissible.
***Extract taken from Uckfield Town
Council Website***
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Dementia-Friendly Sport and
Physical Activity
Alzheimer's Society have
launched a new guide that shares
good practice and creative ideas
from across the sector

Avoid Rogue Traders
Avoiding rogue traders is
becoming easier thanks to the
Trading Standards service’s new
Buy With Confidence Directory
2019

The Buy With Confidence scheme
aims to protect consumers from
illegitimate businesses.
Businesses that have been vetted
and approved by Trading Standards
are included in the Buy With
Confidence directory which is
published twice a year and is
available online or from your Local
Authority.

This dementia-friendly sport and
physical activity guide aims to
inform and educate individuals and
organisations so they have a better
understanding of dementia and how
it affects people. It also provides
tools and guidance so that the
sector can help more people
affected by dementia lead more
active lives.
Download the free practical guide
for the sport and physical activity
sector to become more dementiafriendly.

20

Call for Rural Strategy
ACRE supports the Rural Services Network and other rural services providers
in urging Government to put in place a cross-Whitehall Rural Strategy for
England

AirS national body, ACRE's (Action with Communities in Rural Areas) recent
evidence to Parliamentary Select Committees has demonstrated a diminished focus
on the potential of rural areas and it called for a renewed focus on ‘rural proofing’,
with all Whitehall departments ensuring a rural dimension within their policy making.

ACRE Network members work tirelessly to support rural communities to provide a
range of services and facilities including transport, health, affordable housing and
community spaces which can house shops, cafes and even education activities. But
these communities cannot do this alone; their fight for sustainability needs the active
coordinated support of central and local government too. Without this, areas become
disadvantaged and left behind, without essential services and facilities.
ACRE is keen to see Government articulate high-level rural policy objectives to be
implemented across Whitehall, demonstrating a commitment to ensure that nobody
is unreasonably disadvantaged by where they live, thereby placing people and
communities at the heart of the rural policy agenda.
David Emerson, ACRE Chair said “Many rural residents across England contribute
their time and local knowledge to support the delivery of services for their
communities. However, taxpayers’ money should be to provide access to
opportunities and services for the whole population. What is now clear is that a high
level commitment from Government is needed to ensure that rural communities are
provided with fair access and facilities.”
***Extract taken from the ACRE website***
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Questions from the Halls
We are often asked questions by our subscribers that may be better placed
being answered by someone with direct experience. If you are able to offer
guidance on the below questions or if you have a question that you would like
us to put to the other village halls and community buildings, please email us

Q: Does anyone have any ideas for how to mark out bays for parking when its
a gravel car park?

A: You could try wooden posts marking front corners of bays or lines/number on wall.
Please look at this website for useful tips: http://markinggravelareas.com/

Q: Can our village hall make grants to other organisations in the area of benefit
set out in our governing document?

A: It is very unusual for a charitable village hall to have power to make grants to
other organisations because the objects of the charity are specifically for the
provision and upkeep of the village hall (and some include an adjoining recreation
ground).
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Consequently, distributing grants would normally be a breach of trust - An exception
may be where the grant is equivalent to applying a local charity discount to enable a
local charitable group to hire the hall.

Helping other groups by providing them with information about sources of grant aid,
or allowing them to hire the hall at a local charity discount, or allowing them to raise
funds as part of a joint fundraising event held by the hall (e.g a fete) should be
permissible. A Community Association which has slightly wider objects may have
more flexibility. The golden rule is that the committee, as Managing Trustees, have to
act in the best interests of the charity and follow its objects. Please note that the
Charity Commission’s guidance on this subject is written for a very wide range of
charities, many of which can make grants, and not designed for village halls.

Q: We would like our booking secretary to become a trustee. As they are paid,
is this allowed?

A: The circumstances in which payments can be made to Charity Trustees are set
out in Charity Commission guidance which is available on their website with the link
to obtain Charity Commission consent where this is required. See the heading:
Payments to charity trustees: what the rules are.

Query:
Catsfield Village Hall would like to obtain quotes for the treatment
of woodworm/beetles in their their roof space. They also need to update our
thermal insulation.

As AirS is unable to provide recommendations of companies (we cannot necessarily
determine what constitutes a reputable organisation). Are there any halls that could
recommend a company who can assist the Catsfield Village Hall Management Team,
please email us and we will pass the information on.
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Funding Opportunities
This information has been gathered from various public and voluntary sector
newsletters and data sources, including East Sussex County Council, West
Sussex County Council and local CVS organisations. We are grateful for
access to this information. For more information please visit ESCC Funding
News or West Sussex 4 Funding

Please note the closing dates for applications as some may have a short
deadline.

Crowdfund East Sussex
Over the coming months Crowdfunder under the banner of Crowdfund East Sussex
will be running workshops and training sessions that you might be interested in
attending.

1. How to Crowdfund workshops
Crowdfunder is running two workshops this May, for groups and organisations who
want to learn how to develop and run a Crowdfunding campaign.
You can register for the sessions via the links below:
•

How to Crowdfund – Thursday 9th May 9:30 to 11:30 Hastings College,
Station Approach, Hastings TN34 1BA

•

How to Crowdfund – Thursday 16th May – 14:30 – 16:30 Civic Community
Hall, Vicarage Lane, Hailsham BN27 2AX
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2. Train the Trainers sessions
These sessions take place in April 2019, and are specifically for community facing
workers, people who help groups and organisations develop projects, identify
funding, or network with other groups and organisations.
You can register for the sessions via the links below:
•

Train the trainers - Wednesday 3rd April 2019 - 10:30 to 16:00 East Sussex
Fire and Rescue Service Training Centre, Batts Bridge Rd, Maresfield,
Uckfield TN22 2HN

•

Train the trainers - Wednesday 10th April 2019 - 10:30 to 16:00 Bexhill Town
Hall Council Chamber, London Road, Bexhill-on-Sea TN39 3JX

Crowdfunder also provides a range of resources that explain the steps to creating a
campaign, these free resources are available at Crowdfund East Sussex, you can
also register your group with Crowdfunder

Alec Dickson Trust
The Alec Dickson Trust awards up to £500 to support volunteering projects that are
run by young people (under 30 years) and address a need in the local community.
The Trust is particularly interested in projects that promote and encourage
volunteering among young people. The Trustees meet four times a year to review
applications.

Antony Hornby Charitable Trust
The Antony Hornby Charitable Trust makes general charitable donations to
organisations working in the following causes:
•

Education, training and employment

•

Medical, health and sickness

•

Arts and culture

•

Animals and environment

•

Community development

Grants are typically around £1,000 and rarely over £5,000, however no maximum
amount you can apply for is stipulated and you can apply any time.
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Mr Allan Holmes Antony Hornby Charitable Trust, C/O Saffery Champness Llp, 71
Queen Victoria Street
London EC4V 4BE Tel: 020 7841 4000

Biffa Award Community Buildings and Recreation
Biffa Award provides grants up to £75,000 to groups that need funding to improve
the quality of life in their community:
•

Community Buildings - including building refurbishment, internal fit-out costs,
kitchen replacement, internal furniture, window and door replacement, central
heating systems and roof replacement

•

Recreation - including play equipment; landscaping including boardwalks,
trees and shrubs; skateparks; woodland walks; nature trails; outdoor gym
and building work within wider community areas of sporting clubhouses e.g.
communal space, kitchen and toilets

Projects must be within 5 miles of a significant Biffa Group Limited operation or 10
miles of an active Biffa Landfill site. In addition, all projects must also be within 10
miles of a landfill site (not necessarily owned by Biffa). Biffa provides an eligibility
postcode checker on their website. Biffa runs a continuous rolling programme. Board
Meetings to review bids are in February, May, July and November.

Tel: 01636 670000 Email: biffa-award@wildlifetrusts.org

British Humane Association
The scheme is intended to support projects that benefit those who are in need. In
particular the scheme wishes to support projects with the following themes:
•

The relief of inhumane activities

•

The relief of sickness or poverty

•

Providing benefit to local communities Funding is at the discretion of the
Trustees
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Grants will be made in May and October. Applications must be made in writing.
For further information on how to obtain this grant locally, please contact the
following: Mrs S Fox British Humane Association Suite 1 Bessemer Road Cardiff
CF11 8BA

Gosling Foundation
The funding is for projects that address the following broad categories:
•

The relief of poverty, suffering and distress

•

The advancement of religion

•

The advancement of education

•

Other purposes beneficial to the community

Applications must be made in writing and may be submitted at any time. The
Foundation does not maintain a website. Tel: 020 7495 5599 Email:
Anne.Yusof@conprop.co.uk

Maristow Trust
The Maristow Trust offers grants to charitable organisations active in the UK for
general charitable purposes. Registered charities in the UK are eligible to apply.
Applications must be made in writing and may be submitted at any time.

Maristow Trust, Maristow Estate Office, Common Lane, Roborough, Plymouth PL6
7BN Tel: 01752 695945

NFU Mutual Community Giving Fund
The NFU donates up to £250 to support worthwhile community events, charities,
schools and community group activities that are local to NFU Mutual operations. To
apply, email NFU’s Corporate Responsibility Team to request an application form.
Apply anytime, but allow the Fund at least 6 weeks’ notice to provide a donation in
time for a specific date. Email: doing_our_bit@nfumutual.co.uk

NFU Mutual Charitable Trust
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The NFU Mutual Charitable Trust aims their grant giving to large charitable groups
and organisations in the UK for projects that further the objectives of the NFU Mutual
Charitable Trust, particularly those that educate young people in rural areas and
relieve poverty in rural areas. One-off grants tend to start at £1,000, with most being
in the £10,000 range.
The Trust’s objectives are:
To advance the education of the public by means of research and dissemination of
information in relation to agriculture
To advance the education of young people within rural areas
To relieve poverty within rural areas
To promote the benefit and social welfare of inhabitants of rural communities by
associating together with the inhabitants and local authorities, voluntary and other
organisations to advance education and leisure To promote research into agricultural
associated activities
To advance the education of the public by means of research and dissemination of
information in relation to insurance
The deadlines to submit applications are 31st May and 1st November.
Email: nfu_mutual_charitable_trust@nfumutual.co.uk

Screwfix Foundation
Screwfix Foundation awards grants up to £5,000 to registered charities for projects to
fix, repair, maintain and improve properties and community facilities for those in
need. You can apply anytime. All applications are reviewed individually by Screwfix’s
team on a quarterly basis, the review dates are in February, May, August and
November. Tel: 01935 414100 Email: foundation@screwfix.com

Veolia Environmental Trust
Veolia Environmental Trust offers grants of between £10,000 and £75,000 for capital
improvement projects by not for profit organisations within 5 miles of a Veolia site.
Successful applicants will need to pay 10% of the awarded amount to the landfill
operator as match funding from a third party contributor. Community centres, village
halls, community spaces within religious buildings and Scout or Girl Guiding
buildings, outdoor spaces, play and recreation and sports facilities and biodiversity
projects are all eligible.
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The project cost must be under £250,000, including VAT and professional costs,
have all consents in place and be completed within 12 months.There are four funding
rounds each year.

The next phase for Stage 1 applications is 1 March 2019 and 30 May 2019 for
projects taking place between 18 September 2019 and 6 January 2020.

19.03.2019 – NALC
NALC Chief Executives Bulletin

Chief executive's bulletin - 29 March 2019

NALC on Radio 4’s You and Yours
BBC Radio 4’s consumer affairs programme, You and Yours, this week included a
story on increases in local (parish and town) council precepts, and includes an
interview with me where I explain how our councils are doing more and taking on
more responsibilities, this is leading to small increases in precept, and as councils
respond to local needs and priorities this will see variation in services across the
country. You can listen again on BBC’s iPlayer (registration required), the story is
20.20 to 26.15.
Council tax statistics 2019/20
Staying on the subject of precepts, on Wednesday the Ministry for Housing, Communities and
Local Government (MHCLG) published council tax statistics for 2019/20, with our analysis
showing the average increase in the small share of council tax raised by our councils
increasing by a penny a day. Other headlines include: total precepts increase by £36 million to
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£554 million; the average Band D precept up by £3.65 per year, or 1p per day, from £64.04 to
£67.69. You can read more including our response here.
Booking open for NALC Annual Conference
I’m delighted to let you know you can now book your places at this year’s Annual Conference
and Exhibition, which will be held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Milton Keynes on
28/29 October 2019. This is the biggest event in the NALC calendar and I’m again keen again
to build on last year’s sold out event make it even better. More information including how to
book is on the NALC website here. County associations have today been sent details
separately about their booking arrangements.
LCR Spring and renewals

•

Our senior communications officer and LCR editor, Marie Dill, last week
interviewed Dr Jane Martin who is on the Committee on Standards in Public
Life, about its recently published report on local government ethical
standards. Just one highlight from the conversation was her answer to a
question on what surprised her most about the report. She said: “What
surprised me most, if I’m honest, was the absolute need for some sanctions to
be introduced. There was complete agreement about that, and personally, I
came in asking does this system need more teeth, but also recognising the
importance of local government being responsible for its own ethical
standards and the important benefits of that. There were some sceptical
voices, people who didn’t think it was necessary, but by and large officers,
councillors, everybody felt that this was something that was needed.” You can
read more of this interview in the Spring issue, due out in April. If you don’t
already subscribe to LCR, go to www.nalc.gov.uk/lcrmagazine to find out
more.

•

It’s that time of year again when we let you know that your subscription to LCR

is due for renewal. And I’m pleased to say that again prices have been frozen for
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2019/20. Information on how to renew your subscription will be sent out shortly, so
keep an eye out for it!
NALC Star Councils 2019
We recently launched NALC’s Star Councils Awards 2019, our prestigious and
popular national awards which recognise the achievements of the sector and
celebrate the positive impact local councils, county associations, local councillors and
clerks make to their communities. More information on categories, how and where to
apply is on the dedicated page on the NALC website – nomination deadline is 28
June.
And finally
This year’s Volunteers Week is on 1-7 June and is about celebrating the huge range of people
who give their time in so many ways, and is a chance to say thank you for the fantastic
contribution millions of volunteers make across the UK. I’m again keen for our sector to get
involved to raise awareness of the brilliant work of England’s 100,000 councillors, who give their
time to hold public office, and the countless volunteers our councils work with. Please drop us a
line at policycomms@nalc.gov.uk to let us know what you have planned so we can share more
widely – thank you!

30.03.2019 – HALC
Draft HALC Minutes
Minutes of the HALC Meeting
Monday 25 March 2019
Barns Green Village Hall
7.30pm
1.0 Attendance and Apologies for Absence
_
Those Present:
Geoff Conlon Amberley Caroline Instance Thakeham
Tony Moss Ashington Martin Boffey Trafalgar NC
Susie Fischel Ashurst Geoff Read Warnham
Liz Leggo Ashurst Fran Davis West Chiltington
Alan Grant Billingshurst Beverley Bell
Roger Potter Bramber Trevor Leggo SSALC
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Terry Oliver Broadbridge Heath PS Phil Badman Sussex Police
Tim Burr Coldwaltham PCSO Erica Baxter Sussex Police
Stephen Davies Colgate PCSO Adrian Bell Sussex Police
Paul Wilson Cowfold Apologies:
Ian Botting Denne NC Tony Duggan Henfield
Guy Stanley Forest NC Tony Rickard Henfield
Val Court Nuthurst Heather Cartwright Parham
Elaine Kipp Pulborough Richard Landeryou Rudgwick
Ritchie Gatt Rusper Dawn Langston Shermanbury Parish Council
Philip Baxter Shipley Pauline Whitehead North Horsham
Paul Richards Shipley _

_
Summary: 16 of the 32 Parish Councils and all three of the Neighbourhood Councils
were represented.
2.0 Guest Speaker: PS Phil Badman, Roads Enforcement, Sussex Police
2.1 PS Badman said the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP) includes
Sussex Police, East and West Sussex Fire and Rescue Services, ESCC,
WSCC, Brighton & Hove Council and Highways England.
2.2 The National Police Chiefs Council is running a three week campaign on the
fatal four: seat belts, speeding, drink/drug driving and mobile phones.
2.3 SSRP is working locally on safe pass – overtaking motorcyclists, motorbike
enforcement. Most at risk group are 50 – 125cc and 500+cc motorbikes.
2.4 SSRP attend road traffic collisions, run Operation Crackdown and help with
Community Speed Watch.
2.5 To assist with speed management, SSRP look at collision history, Operation
Crackdown, 100 vehicle counts, Community Speed Watch, engineering
options and enforcement through the Police and mobile camera team.
2.6 Operation Ride looks at motorcycling offences through data, intelligence,
locations, resources, enforcement and education event, such as at
Whiteways on the A29 Coldwaltham/Bury Hill area.
2.7 A question was about the speed reduction from 40 to 30 at Clays Hill,
Steyning that is being ignored, PS Badman said he would look at the data.
2.8 Concerns were raised about Swan Corner and Church Hill, Pulborough and
near misses.
2.9 PS Badman agreed for Parish Clerks to contact him direct with Parish Council
concerns, Beverley to circulate his email address to Clerks only.
2.10 Val Court reminded Councillors to report Policing concerns through SSALC to
raise at the twice yearly meeting with the Chief Constable. She added that
the local JAG meeting has been cancelled twice due to lack of business.
3.0 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting on 23 January 2019.
3.1 It was AGREED that the minutes should be approved and signed as a correct
record.
4.0 Matters arising from item 3.0 – not on the agenda below.
4.1 Horsham Town Community Partnership was put in contact with Metrobus to
consider local maps in bus shelters in Horsham.
5.0 Elections 2019
5.1 Beverley provided details from the Electoral Commission of key dates for the
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forthcoming Parish Council elections:
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parishandcommunity-council-elections-in-england-and-wales
5.2 Notice of election must be displayed in your parish in the same manner as
Parish Council meetings are advertised at the latest by 26 March 2019, when
the pre-election ‘purdah’ period commences.
5.3 Delivery of nomination papers by 4.00pm on Wednesday 03 April 2019.
6.0 SSALC Training Programme 2019
6.1 Beverley reported that the SSALC training programme 2019 is available to
download from the SSALC website, no need to log in.
6.2 Trevor Leggo said SSALC are launching the training passport for new
Councillors in the Horsham district to log their training and the Council with
the most completed passports will win an award.
7.0 Health and Wellbeing Update.
7.1 Paul Richards is the Health and Wellbeing Project Manager for SSALC, the
project won an award from NALC last year. The Vice Chairman met with
representatives from the county associations in Kent, Surrey, Sussex and
Essex to discuss the wellbeing agenda. WSALC would like to know what
individual Parish Councils are doing to support wellbeing in their community.
7.2 Trevor Leggo said there is a special report on the Loneliness Campaign at the
Clerks Networking Day in April.
8.0 Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies:
8.1 Standards Committee – met on 13 March 2019 and discussed the new report
on Standards and the Code of Conduct, a link to the full report is in the
SSALC newsletter which all Parish Councillors should be receiving.
8.2 WSALC – next meeting 18 April 2019.
8.3 SSALC – no report.
8.4 Community Safety Partnership – need more feedback from Parish Councils,
please let Beverley know about any community safety concerns in your
parish.
8.5 CPRE – Susie Fischel is being updated by CPRE.
8.6 CLC – Next meeting North Horsham 17 June 2019 and Chanctonbury 03 July
2019.
9.0 Members Questions and Comments.
9.1 HDC Governance Panel is meeting on 24 April to look at reducing the number
of Councillors on the Planning Committee and increasing the number of
representations to call an application into Committee. HALC members were
very concerned that HDC are planning this change with no consultation with
Parish Councils and AGREED to write to HDC requesting a deferral of the
decision to allow for full consultation. Parish Councils were urged to lobby
their District Councillors about these proposed changes. Trevor Leggo
reminded Councillors that Parish Councils have a right to be notified about
planning applications, but they are not a statutory consultee.
9.2 It was agreed to raise Planning Committees at WSALC to find out if other
districts are making these changes.
9.3 Our Chairman Val Court announced that she is not standing as a Parish
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Councillor again after 29 years service to Nuthurst Parish Council. The Vice
Chairman presented Val with a gift to thank her for 12 years service on HALC
of which she has been Chairman for 8 years. Val thanked everyone involved
for their guidance, knowledge and words of wisdom.
10.0 Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 25 June 2019 Steyning Centre
Guest Speaker: Mr Keith Budden Vice Chairman East Hampshire District
Council to talk about GDPR
Meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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