Weekly RPC Clerks Update 01–08 April 2019
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Received information from external auditor regarding end of financial year.
Appointment for internal audit is scheduled for 15th May 2019.
Received registration of interest for councillor co-option.
Received five call for sites for Rudgwick Neighbourhood Plan (forwarded to Steering
Committee)
Clerk attended Hampshire Pension Administrator pension training 3.4.2019 in Crawley – which
was very useful
Clerk attended SSALC Clerk’s Networking day 4.4.2019 in Brighton – provided information on
accessible websites and new councillors/election.
Made contact with pizza van owner – informed him that council is currently clarifying position
of Council with regard to the car park as this is part of the King George V field and therefore
Fields in Trusts rules and regulations have to be adhered to.

E-MAILS/COMMUNICATION
•

Dated 04.04.2019, from HDC Election Services, providing an update on the Parish & District
nominees. Published on council website. (NEWS)

04.04.2019 Email from HDC
Draft Cabinet meeting minutes

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Thursday, 4th April, 2019, 12.18 pm - Minutes published: Meeting of Thursday,
21st March, 2019 5.30 pm, Cabinet.

1

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

Contact Us

Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help

04.04.2019 Email HDC
What’s on in Horsham

What's on in Horsham District

Horsham Piazza Italia
Good Friday 19 and Easter Monday 22 April
Piazza Italia 2019 is Horsham’s 13th Easter Italian Festival. A
celebration of cars and bikes, Italian food and entertainment.
Two full days showcase Horsham’s wonderful town centre.
Good Friday is the Italian car and bike day, and Easter Monday
is Premier GT’s Supercar day. On both there will be things to
see and do for all the family, organised by the Council and
various partners.

Great Easter Bunny
Hunt
Saturday 6 to Monday 22
April
Horsham town centre
businesses will host a ‘Bunny
Hunt’ trail during the school
holidays.
Accompanied pre-teenage
children can visit a range of
shops and draw ‘Find the
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Event details

The Picture of
Dorian Gray
Monday 29 April - Saturday 4
May, Capitol Theatre
In a society obsessed with youth
and beauty, Dorian Gray is given
the chance to keep his looks
forever. But at what cost...?
This bold new production based
on the classic novel celebrates
Wilde's wonderful language and
will appeal to audiences old and new. Featuring Wilde’s famous
wit and a stellar cast, The Picture of Dorian Gray is a fastpaced thriller that will keep you on the edge of your seats right
up until the final scenes of the play.

Carrot’ cards to discover
whether they have won a
small treat and find the hidden
bunny. Organised by Rotary
Club of Horsham.

Storrington Duck
Race
Sunday 12 May
Excitement ensues as Julia
Donaldson CBE and patron of
our Horsham District Year of
Culture 2019 will be opening
the Storrington Duck Race.
Be there from 12.30pm to
enjoy live music, a barbecue
and the chance to win cash
prizes.

Book now
(Photo: © Tilted Wig Productions)

A Norman's Tale in Bramber and Beeding
Saturday 27 April, free; booking essential
Horsham District Year of Culture event
Journey into the past and learn about the early inhabitants of Bramber and Beeding at these special
30-minute experiences in three historic venues. Take an immersive tour of Bramber Castle with
actors; visit the magnificent St Mary's House Bramber and meet some colourful characters; or watch
a live display of birds of prey at The Church of St Peter in Upper Beeding.
All these fantastic events are free entry, but booking is essential to reserve your seat.

Book now

3

A Sussex Village and its
Birds
Friday April 5
Local bird expert Mike Russell will be talking about
Henfield's native birds in this special event at St
Peter's Church Hall, Henfield. Photo: Paula Blake

Event details

Horsham District Year of Culture events
Take a look at the huge range of Horsham District Year of Culture events going on through April
across the district. There is really something for everyone!

Year of Culture events
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04.04.2019 NALC
Weekly Bulletin

NALC launches Annual Conference 2019
This year's conference will take place on
28-29 October at the DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel in Milton Keynes. Book your place
today!

Continue reading

NALC backs abolition of charter trustees
NALC wants the government to abolish
charter trustee bodies which have not
become local (parish and town) councils
by the end of the next parliament.

Continue reading

Local council share of council tax to rise
by a penny a day
Ministry for Housing, Communities and
Local Government figures show the local
council share of council tax will rise by a
penny a day in 2019/20.

Continue reading
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Job vacancies: NALC
NALC is looking for two talented,
passionate individuals to join the team and
support the recently established member
services team, and the policy and
communications team.

Continue reading

Member updates
Chief executive's bulletin
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04.04.2019 Email from HDC
Weekly Update

Latest news
and information

Your Council Tax 2019/20
Council Tax bills for 2019/20 were landing on your doormats throughout March. We do
understand that Council Tax is a large portion of your monthly outgoings, so we want to
share openly how we are spending your contributions.
This year you will continue to have access to a wide range of services, whilst benefiting
from the lowest Council Tax in West Sussex.
In common with other councils, reductions in funding from central Government has left us
with less money to spend. In spite of this, residents of Horsham District are still able to
benefit from a wide range of services for as little as £2.88 a week per Band D household –
that’s only 8p a week more than last year.
Find out more about what your Council Tax pays for on our website
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Your Council Tax

We work with Local Parishes, Neighbourhood Councils, the Sussex Police and Crime
Commissioner and West Sussex County Council to provide services and amenities to
residents.
The money we collect from you is not all for Horsham District Council services. In fact, we
only keep around 8%. The rest is collected on behalf of:
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•

Sussex Police (11%)

•

West Sussex County Council (77%)

•

Parishes (4%)

How is it spent?
In 2019/20, we will receive £9.3 million in Council Tax
to provide local services and facilities. So every week
you can enjoy:
•

clean streets

•

an efficient waste and recycling service

•

award-winning parks and open spaces

•

art and culture at The Capitol and district-wide
events

•

a treasure trove of artefacts and exhibitions at
Horsham Museum

•

sports and leisure facilities

•

safe food in licenced outlets

•

free and fair elections

•

help to build an extension

•

a vibrant local economy with the right
developments

And if you need it, we also help to:
•

house you

•

pay your rent

•

reduce your Council Tax.
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Where do we get our money?
Council Tax makes up 27% of our overall income. The
other funding is made up from miscellaneous
Government grants (6%), fees and charges for
various services (55%), and investment properties
(12%).

04.04.2019 Email from HDC
HDC Forward Plan
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications
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You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications
email updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the
link below.

Tuesday, 2nd April, 2019, 4.28 pm - Publication of plan: Forward Plan April
2019, Cabinet.
02-04-2019 05:28 PM BST

This item matches your subscribed publisher "Cabinet"

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

05.04.2019 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

Management Board

Our Management Board met on 2 April at the NALC office. In advance of the draft minutes being
available on the NALC website, here’s a brief summary:
•

the board agreed proposals to improve handling of motions from county associations;

•

proposals to strengthen the focus of the board on member services through a dedicated vicechairman (member services) were approved;

•

councillors discussed ways in which NALC could modernise some of its working practices
through a business transformation project;
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•

welcomed proposals from the legal team and the Suffolk Association of Local Councils to make it
easier to access legal and other guidance, ideally on a digital platform, and agreed to continue
work on this project.

New Practitioners Guide
The new edition of The Practitioners’ Guide for governance and accountability for smaller authorities in
England has been updated and reissued by the Joint Panel on Accountability and Governance (JPAG).
JPAG is the multi-stakeholder body responsible for issuing proper practices in relation to the
governance and accounts of smaller authorities which include local (parish and town) councils. You can
read the new guidance, which is accompanied by a two-page summary of changes from the 2018
guidance, in the publications section of the NALC website (login required).

Data protection regulations
The Data Protection (Charges and Information) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 came into force on 1 April and
have changed the rules around paying the data protection fee and means members of the House of
Lords, elected representatives and prospective representatives are exempt from paying a fee. The
Information Commissioners Office (ICO) has updated the local council FAQ’s on its website and data
protection fee guidance to reflect these changes. Our own analysis of the regulations is this also includes
co-opted councillors, and the ICO has indicated it agrees with this view. We are in the process of
updating our legal guidance and this should be available next week. Particularly pleasing is that this is
another lobbying win for NALC that will save the sector up to £4m a year!

County officers financial training day

I was delighted on Monday to attend the morning session of the county officers financial training day,
kindly hosted by CCLA. Around 20 colleagues from county associations received excellent
presentations on borrowing approval from Shafi Khan from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and
Local Government (MHCLG), and on external audit from Howard Midworth, Smaller Authorities Audit
Appointments (SAAA), who flagged up a number of issues with the first year of the new regime – you
can read his slides, the SAAA chairman’s latest communication, and the report on the results of the
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auditors work in 2016/17 on the SAAA website. Other issues covered included risk assessment, county
association benchmarking project, training and funding for churches.

Purdah guidance
Just a reminder that we’ve updated and republished Legal Topic Note L01-19 on the code of
recommended practice on local authority publicity which provides guidance on the pre-election (purdah)
period. You can find this in the member's area of the NALC website (login required).

NALC at NCVO annual conference

Our vice- chairman, Cllr Derek Liddell, attended the annual conference of the National Council for
Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) this week to help build relationships with the voluntary and community
sectors. Here’s a few highlights:
•

the conference – where there were 380 delegates and over 40 exhibitors – said goodbye to Sir
Stuart Etherington who had served as chief executive for 25 years. His state of the sector
address focused on the future of the sector and how it should set its own agenda;

•

other keynote speakers included Danny Sriskandarajah, Oxfam, and Ruth Ibegbuna, Reclaim
youth charity and the Roots program;

•

breakout sessions covered subjects such as adapting to the digital age, charity regulation and
21st century leadership;

•

presentation slides from all talks and videos of keynote speakers are available on the
NCVO website.

Local Government weekly Brexit Bulletin
This week’s Local Government Weekly Brexit Bulletin from MHCLG provides an update on recent
developments and a look ahead at key parliamentary activity and upcoming events across the country.
You can sign up or get in touch with comments or suggestions, by
contacting: lgengagement@communities.gov.uk.

New local councils created this week
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Certainly no April fool as I was delighted that on Monday several new local councils were legally
established. Last week’s council tax statistics showed how our councils are investing an extra £35m this
year in communities; the creation of these new councils is yet another indicator of the growth of our
important part of local government. So welcome to the family Christchurch Town Council, Highcliffe and
Walkford Neighbourhood Council and Weymouth Town Council in Dorset; Newlands Parish Council in
Hampshire; Kennington Community Council and South Willesborough, Newtown Community Council
and Sheerness Town Council in Kent! A huge personal thanks to all colleagues, especially in those
county associations, who have worked hard to help them get this far and I’m grateful for all the support I
know will be provided in the next part of their journey.

And finally
I’m keen to make more use of my bulletin to showcase and provide updates on some of the brilliant work
of our county associations. So no favouritism whatsoever given I live in Suffolk, but I was really pleased
this week to see the Suffolk Association of Local Councils launch its new website and logo to reflect
changing times over the past 12 months. This work forms part of a series of initiatives that have
refreshed communication channels and aims to improve access to information, services and advice.
Amen to that! Do check it out at www.salc.org.uk.

05.04.2019 Email AirS
Village Halls Bulletin

VILLAGE HALLS & COMMUNITY BUILDINGS BULLETIN
Important news from the AirS Village Halls & Community Buildings
Advisory Service
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£3 million Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund has launched

Today, saw the launch of the £3 million Village Hall Grant Fund for village halls seeking
refurbishment across England.
The launch event, hosted by Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE), was held at
Oxton Village Hall, Nottinghamshire and attended by Robert Jenrick MP and Lord Gardiner of
Kimble from Defra.
Backed by the Government, the grant funding will be managed by ACRE on behalf of Defra
with support from the ACRE Network. The grant aims to help fund the updating and
refurbishment of village halls so that they are fit for purpose and provide activities which seek
to achieve one or more of the following outcomes for their communities:
•
•
•

Improved health and wellbeing/reduction in loneliness
Demonstrates a positive impact on the environment
Supports the local rural economy

There will be greater emphasis given to applications who have already secured most of the
funding.

How much can be applied for?
The scheme will fund up to 20% of eligible costs, with a minimum grant of £10,000 and a
maximum grant of £75,000 payable. This means overall scheme costs would be between
£50,000 and £375,000.

Who is Eligible?
Please download the guidelines and eligibility criteria before completing Stage 1 of the
application process. To download this document please click here
To apply or for more information, please visit ACRE Rural Hall Improvement Fund
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Action in rural Sussex provides subscription-based advisory service which offers information
and advice to building trustees, managers and volunteers on the various aspects associated
with operating these facilities. It is open to those running any form of community facility,
including village halls, community centres, church halls and sports pavilions across both
East and West Sussex.
Advisory Service Subscribers will be able to benefit from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Workshops and networking events
Web-based access to themed Topic Notes created by AirS and Village Halls
Information sheets
Monthly newsletters and e-bulletins
Opportunities to seek answers or comments
Access to members of the AirS Village Halls Buddying Scheme
Representation from Sussex to government consultations
Direct and easy access to expert consultancy services
Consultancy Services

For more information, please visit Subscription Service

05.04.2019 Email WSCC
WSCC E-Newsletter April

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

WSCC E-Newsletter April 2019

Welcome to the latest E-Newsletter from West Sussex County Council
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Budget Challenge communication survey… How did we do?

Our West Sussex Budget Challenge survey, launched in December, revealed that 55% of
respondents wanted more information about the budget.
Taking this on-board, we increased our digital and traditional communication efforts and
we now want to know whether this worked and made a difference to your understanding
of our budget challenges.
Please complete our five-minute survey to let us know.

Job support for young people with special needs
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Young people with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND) have the desire and skills to
work but are often overlooked for jobs. We’re
aiming to change that by working with West Sussex
schools, parents and employers to encourage
youngsters with SEND achieve their career goals.
Visit our website to find the latest guidance for
anyone involved in career development for people
with SEND. You’ll find videos of real success stories, including 19 year old Jordan who
didn’t let his autism stop him from getting a paid job at a local leisure centre. Watch his
appearance on ITV’s This Time Next Year, where he spoke to Davina McCall about his
determination to fulfil his dreams.

Have your say on proposals to improve the A29...
We would like your feedback on proposals for a muchneeded new stretch of the A29 east of Eastergate,
Westergate and Woodgate villages.
The 4.34km long road would start from the existing A29
Fontwell Avenue, north of Eastergate and re-join the A29
Lidsey Road, north of Shripney.
The proposed road will help provide a more reliable connection to Bognor Regis and
reduce traffic along the section of the existing A29 that is proposed to be bypassed.
This will improve people’s journeys by reducing journey times and help provide safer
journeys for all road users, including pedestrians and cyclists.
Key benefits include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reducing traffic hold-ups along the existing A29, especially at the Woodgate Level Crossing
In turn, this would improve air quality and improve people’s journeys
Providing the highway infrastructure needed to reduce the impact of planned new homes in
the area and the development of other land for business use and employment creation
Improve pedestrian and cycle access and provide new facilities for walkers/cyclists
Enhance facilities for buses
Provide greater access to facilities east and west of the A29, including access to schools

To find out more and share your views, please visit our online consultation, which closes
on Friday 26 April.

Students help to tackle textiles in new video
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100kgs of textiles is thrown away into the general rubbish
bin in West Sussex every five minutes costing over a
million pounds a year in disposal costs.
So we went to Chichester Free School and got their
students involved in our new film to get more people in the
county Tackling Textiles.
We used 100kgs of clothes, towels, blankets and sheets in the video to create the
recycling symbol. The students were also asked questions on their perceptions of
recycling.
Check out the video and let us know what you’re doing to help tackle textiles in the
comments on YouTube, Facebook and Twitter.
And remember, if you are unable to reuse or repair your textiles you can recycle them,
by taking them to your nearest Household Waste Recycling Site or bring bank site and
putting them in the textiles bin.

Read the latest edition of Taste magazine
Have you seen the latest edition of Taste West Sussex magazine
yet?
It is packed with interesting features about local food and drink
producers, plus the chance to win some fabulous prizes, including
hampers and a paella party evening worth £300!
You can also view a copy of the magazine on our website.

Children’s Social Work: Meet the team event
Are you a social worker looking for a new opportunity?
If so, we would like to invite you to our next ‘Meet the
team’ event being held in Chichester on the 17 April.
Come along and meet staff from the teams that make up
Children’s Social Work at West Sussex County Council. Our team members are there to
answer your questions, talk to you about how we work and what it’s like being a part of
West Sussex.
You can meet members of the below teams:
•

Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assessment and Intervention
Family Support and Protection
Child Disability Team
Children Looked After
Fostering and Adoption
Adolescent Family Resource
Child and Family Intervention Service

If you would like to meet the team in Chichester on the 17 April, simply book online. We
will be running more ‘Meet the team’ events at other locations in the future. You can
also visit our website to find out more information about working in Children’s Social
Work.

Latest headlines:
Fake Disney clothing seller is sentenced
Firefighters help girl with fear of smoke alarm noise
West Sussex Record Office joins elite group of archives

#SaveTimeGoOnline
1. How can I request a birth/marriage/death copy certificate?
Order a copy or make amendments here.
2. How do I book a Registrar for my wedding? Click here for
details on how to book.
3. How do I report a pothole? You can report it quickly
via Love West Sussex.
4. How do I find out where our grass cutting crews are working? Click here.
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This email was sent to clerk@rudgwickpc.co.uk by West Sussex County Council, County Hall, West Street, Chichester PO19 1RQ ·
01243 777100

05.04.2019 Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
Listening to our rural communities

Hello,
This week, I chaired a rural crime discussion in
Billingshurst with local councils, farming and estate
representatives, Sussex Police, Neighbourhood
Watch and the High Sheriff of West Sussex.
Issues covered at the event included hi-tech crime
involving tractors and equipment, intruders onto
farm property, poaching and coursing. The
importance of good, two-way communication with
Sussex Police was highlighted, with participants
stating that they want to be able to liaise with the
Force and pass on local intelligence.
Contacting the police is a key priority for residents
in more isolated rural communities. The Force is
currently improving the way that the public can contact them - though it’s not just about
reporting crimes. It’s also about the follow up, so for rural communities that means
knowing what happens afterwards.
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I’m determined that our rural communities are listened to and I am pleased that Sussex
Police have pledged to train every new recruit in how to deal with rural crime. I’m keen to
find even better ways of working in terms of communication, investigation and feedback.
All information will be fed back to Sussex Police to inform future decision-making.

"It’s really important that people in rural
communities feel confident in reporting crimes"
PCSO Erica Baxter

Yesterday, I attended the first commercial sector Modern Slavery Partnership meeting for
Sussex. This is a pilot venture by the Modern Slavery manager for Sussex Police. In 2017, I
funded this post to work with partners to better understand the complexities and scale of
modern slavery and human trafficking. It was encouraging to see such an impressive
turn-out from local, international and global companies who contributed to this meeting.
Every UK company with a turnover of £36m or greater is now required through the
Modern Slavery Act (2015) to articulate how they address Modern Slavery in their supply
chain in a published statement. The meeting allowed for these businesses to hear from
some of the leading experts in this field and examine some potential vulnerabilities and
opportunities to help them with this task.
The businesses showed a real commitment to continuing to invest in identifying and
minimising exploitation within the private sector.
I hope that this pilot event will be the catalyst for more large businesses to contribute to
future anti-Modern Slavery partnership events and to develop reciprocal lines of
communication with Sussex Police on this subject.

Katy Bourne
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Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

SHARE WITH A FRIEND

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Mon 8 April
National Stalking Awareness Week event with Veritas Justice, Brighton

Tues 9 April
Racial Harassment Forum focus group, Brighton

Wed 10 April
Stalking roundtable discussion in Parliament, London

Thurs 11 April
DCC Performance & Risk Meeting, Lewes

Fri 12 April
Performance & Accountability Meeting, Lewes

HAVE YOUR SAY IN OUR LATEST POLL
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