Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update 25th November – 2nd December 2019 (Agenda December
2019)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Jonna Foote
____________________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
____________________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grasstex are attending to the path to the tennis club
There are still issues with the lock to KGV, these are being addressed
Insurance company has made last measurement of crack monitoring at Jubilee Hall
and repair work to be discussed with handyman
The WI have advised that it is being suspended as from the end of our Meeting on the
11th December.
NALC notified of Section 137 limit for 2020-21 - £8.32 per elector
Dunsfold Park Masterplan Exhibition document was received.

Planning
Applications for Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 9th December 2019
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date

1

DC/19/2354
19.11.2019

Lock Barn,
Havenhurst
Farm, The
Haven,
Billingshurst

Prior approval for a proposed change
of use to convert two existing oak
framed barns into dwellings

12.12.2019

Decisions
HDC Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 9th December 2019
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

DC/19/1978

Smithers Farm, Guildford
Road, Rudgwick

Change of use of existing
dwelling into an estate
office. Erection of a two
storey dwelling.

Objection

DC/19/2195

Chequered Oak
Bungalow, Rowhook
Road, Rowhook

Non Material
Amendment to previously
approved application
DC/19/0887 (Erection of
a single storey side/rear
extension with habitable
living space in loft and
the erection of a porch
extension) amendments
to all proposed windows
and door, replacing them
with double glazed
windows and doors.

No objection

Planning
Committee
Date
Application
withdrawn

HDC
Permitted

Appeals
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 9th December 2019
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

DC/19/0411

Windacres Farm
Development
Site, Church
Street, Rudgwick

DC/19/0374

Windacres Farm
Development
Site, Church
Street, Rudgwick

Replacement of existing B2
industrial unit with a new mixed
use B1 / B2 unit. Comprising a
mezzanine level for B1 use, two
B1 units and one B2 unit
(including linked opening into
existing adjacent industrial unit)
at ground floor level with
associated car parking and
access.
Extension to existing B2 Use
Class industrial unit to provide
new B1/B8 Use Class
commercial unit.

RPC
Recommendation

Public
Inquiry/Written
Representation
Appeal Lodged

Appeal Lodged
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Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 9th December 2019
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

none

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 9th December 2019
none

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
•
Correspondence
25.11.2019 Email from SSALC
Sussex ALC Bulletin

NALC Chief Executive Bulletin
Read the latest bulletin from Jonathan Owen, NALC CEO.
Updates this week include:
New health and wellbeing webpage, Updated legal guidance, Transport Planning Day
#OurDay Tree Week
Upcoming SSALC Training and Events
CiLCA Training Programme
Tuesday 4th February 2020 - 0930 until 1630
Roffey Millennium Hall, Horsham
further details, dates & booking form
Councillors Briefing & Awareness
Tuesday 11th February 2020 - 1800 until 2100
Uckfield Civic Centre, Uckfield
further details, dates & booking form
Year End Finance
Wednesday 12 February 2020 - 1000 until 1300
Sackville House, Lewes
further details, dates & booking form
th
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25.11.2019 Email from Steyning Parish Council
Steyning Neighbourhood Plan

Steyning Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2031
UPDATE & NOTICE OF MEETING
FAO: Rudgwick Parish Council
Following the Regulation 14 Consultation the Steering Committee and volunteers have been working
hard to consider all of the comments received and take them into account as we progress towards the
submission of the Steyning Neighbourhood Plan.
The Submission Steyning Neighbourhood Plan and its supporting documents will be considered by the
Parish Council at an Extraordinary Full Parish Council on Wednesday 27th November 2019 at 7:30pm
in the Steyning Centre. The Parish Council will be considering whether the plan should be submitted to
Horsham District Council under Regulation 15 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations
2012 (as amended).
The Agenda for this meeting and the documents being considered can be found at
https://steyningpc.gov.uk/?page_id=6629
The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who has engaged in the process to date including
residents, landowners, local businesses, statutory consultees and other groups/bodies. Their valuable
contributions throughout the preparation process have shaped the plan that is available on the above
link.

You are receiving this email as you have asked to be kept informed about the Steyning Neighbourhood
Plan. If you would not like to receive update emails about this anymore, please reply to this email
stating ‘STOP’. If you have any queries regarding the Steyning Neighbourhood Plan please contact the
Parish Council office on 01903 812042 during office hours (weekdays 9.00am – 4.00pm) and someone
will be happy to assist.

27.11.2019 Email HDC

Extreme weather update: Are you weather ready? | County Council gritting
routes | Salt bins | Keeping safe in colder weather | Driving in winter
NB – please see below – apologies for these gaps in text, we copy and paste emails and these are sometimes displaying these little “quirks” which take too
much time to resolve. Kind regards, Jonna and Sarah – Parish Office team
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Winter is coming. We have pulled together some handy
links to help you, your family and people in your local
community prepare for the winter weather.

Are you weather ready?
The Met Office provides a wide range of forecasts and warnings to help you make informed
decisions about what to do during extreme weather.
•

The Met Office’s Weather Ready website has plenty of weather-related advice from
expert partners to help people prepare for the potential impacts of severe weather on
their home, health and wellbeing and families this winter.

•

If you have a smartphone you can download the Met Office weather app from the
iOS App Store and Google Play store and get weather alerts on your phone.

•

Stay ahead of the weather by visiting the Met Office website for a look at the full
forecast.

Gritting routes and decisions
West Sussex County Council manage the gritting of the roads in Horsham District as well as a
range of services to help keep things running in the winter months:
•

View a map of WSCC's permanent gritting routes, coloured by priority
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•

Follow West Sussex Highways #GritterTwitter to find out daily gritting decisions

•

Request a road to be added to gritting routes

•

Find out what types of roads WSCC grit

West Sussex County Council also work with local farmers or contractors who can assist
parish councils with snow clearance when needed.
If you are a parish council and would like to submit a local farmer or contractor onto the prearranged financial contribution agreement please contact WSCC at
active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk

Salt bins
When snow and ice is forecast, Parish, District and County Council staff and volunteers work
hard to keep as many of the major pavements and public areas of our District accessible.
Unfortunately, we can't provide salt bins to be used on private property, however we work
with the County and Parish Councils to assist local communities with salt bins that are:
•

to be used by the community to treat public roads, pavements and other community
areas

•

not to be used on private roads, driveways or land

•

refilled once by West Sussex County Council before the start of winter

•

sometimes locked and will only be unlocked during severe weather by trained
volunteers.
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Keeping safe in colder
weather
Please do what you can to help keep vulnerable people
safe during difficult weather.
Even a quick visit with a flask of tea to check they are
safe and warm can do wonders.

Support for vulnerable people
The cold weather can affect different members of the community in different ways. To support
older and vulnerable people during periods of heavy snow and ice please consider the
following:
•

Be even more vigilant during the period of severe weather, and keep an eye out for
people who may be vulnerable

•

Try to call in regularly on vulnerable neighbours to see if they need help staying warm
or getting provisions

•

Offer to clear the paths of your neighbours who may need help

•

If you have a four-wheel drive, a spare generator or useful skills (e.g. plumber, tree
surgeon, first-aider), contact your local parish or neighbourhood council to see what
assistance you can provide

Visit Age UK's preparing for winter pages for more advice.

Keeping yourself healthy in winter
Winter weather can bring many risks to you and your family. There are the usual winter
coughs, colds and flu, and there are also risks to your health associated with flooding and
storms.
•

Reduce your risk of catching a cold with the NHS common cold tips

•

Get a flu vaccination. Read the NHS guide to Flu and the flu vaccine

•

Read the Met Office's guide to staying well in winter

Driving in winter
Read the RAC's winter driving advice page.
Put together a winter car kit. Read the Met
Office's guide to preparing a winter car kit.
Read the Met Office's winter travel advice
pages.
Read the West Sussex County Council Winter
Service pages for information about gritting routes and how to receive the daily gritting
decision.
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Preparing your home

Preparing your business

Read the Met Office's guide to protecting
your home.

Find helpful advice for businesses during
heavy snow on the Met Office website.

Read Scottish and Southern Electricity's
power cut advice and make sure you have
alternative heating and lighting sources
available, as well as a corded telephone that
will still operate from phone sockets.

Where possible all communities and shop
keepers should engage in self-help and
snow clearance outside their shops and
properties to make the pavements as safe
as possible. Read the Met Office's advice
on clearing snow safely.

Buy useful winter equipment such as snow
shovels, ice grips, a thermal hat and gloves,
hi-vis clothing, a torch and a bucket of
salt/grit in advance.

Find more information for businesses on
our Business Continuity page.

28.11.2019 Email from HALC
Annual meeting of HDC & HALC Draft Minutes
Horsham Association of Local Councils
Chairman: Mr Terry Oliver
Tel: 07817 289540
Email: horshamalc@gmail.com

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of HDC and HALC
Thursday 14 November 2019
Parkside, County Hall North, Horsham
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7.00pm
1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Those Present:
Horsham District Council
Kate
Billingshurst
Mike
Croker
Bramber, Upper Beeding &
Rowbottom
Roger Noel
Bramber,
Upper Beeding &
Woodmancote
Jonathan
Cowfold,
Shermanbury
& West
Woodmancote
Lynn
Lambert
Cowfold,
Shermanbury
& West
Chowen
Grinstead
Frances Haigh Denne
Grinstead
Mike Morgan Henfield
Josh Potts
Henfield
Peter Burgess Holbrook West
Tricia Youtan
Itchingfield, Slinfold & Warnham
Toni Bradnum Nuthurst & Lower Beeding
Tony Bevis
Roffey North
Roy Cornell
Roffey South
Claire Vickers Southwater North
Bob Platt
Steyning & As hurst
Ray Dawe
Storrington & Washington
Glenn Chipp
Chief Executive
Barbara Childs Director of Place
Madeleine
Planning Compliance Team Leader
Hartley
Apologies:
Peter Cozens
Ian Botting
Owen Hydes
Heather Cartwright
Ian Hare
Paul Richards
Michael Neale
Graham Watkins
Fran Davis
Sondra Fullbrook

1
Neighborhood & Parish Councils
Alan Grant
Billingshurst
Ann Blakelock Bramber
Terry Oliver
Broadbridge Heath
Stephen Davies Colgate
Guy Stanley
Forest NC
Malcolm
Henfield
Joy
Gough
North Horsham
Eastwood
Jill Chaytor
Nuthurst
Sarah Hall
Nuthurst
Gill Fleming
Rusper
Philip Baxter
Shipley
Rodney
Steyning
Jim
Monaghan Storrington &
Goldsmith
Dick Scott Kerr Thakeham
Sullington
Sally Pavey
Warnham
Derrick Frost
West Chiltington
Beverley Bell
HALC Secretary

Amberley
Denne NC
Nuthurst
Parham
Pulborough
Shipley
Southwater
Southwater
West Chiltington
West Chiltington

Summary: 14 of the 32 Parish Councils and one of the three of the Neighbourhood Councils were
represented.
2.0 Chairman of HALC Cllr Terry Oliver
2.1
Cllr Terry Oliver recorded his thanks to Horsham District Council for hosting this meeting
which is very beneficial to both organisations.

3.1

3.2

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

3.0 Leader of Horsham District Council Cllr Ray Dawe
Cllr Ray Dawe said that Horsham District Council has a green agenda and undertaken a carbon audit.
The District Council under its green agenda will be providing a fund to help Parish and Neighbourhood
Councils to undertake projects to reduce carbon emissions in their locality.The budget after the 12
December general election may affect the government settlement for the district.
HDC has setup an affordable housing company to meet the district's different housing needs, 43% of
HDC residents commute out of the district for work primarily to Gatwick/Crawley and London.
4.0 HDC Planning Enforcement Information Session
Barbara Childs, Director of Place, explained that her role encompasses planning, building control,
property and economic development.
Site specific questions about planning enforcement would be answered individually after the meeting.
Questions raised by Parish Councils have been included in the presentation.
Madeleine Hartley gave the attached presentation on planning enforcement.
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4.5

4.6

4.7

5.1

5.2

Barbara Childs provided an update on the Local Plan timetable as attached presentation and invited
Councillors to an extraordinary meeting of HALC on Wednesday 04 December 2019 at 7.30pm in the
Roffey Millennium Hall to have the opportunity of an early discussion on the Local Plan content.
A question was raised about the Homes England site for 10,000 houses around Crawley. Barbara Childs
said over 500 sites had been put forward to Horsham District Council and there have been no decisions
or agreed approach with Homes England. There will be a formal consultation in February/March 2020.
She added that Crawley has built out to their settlement boundary so will be looking elsewhere in Sussex
to meet their unmet housing need.
A question was raised about the impact on Neighbourhood Plans by the Local Plan. Barbara Childs said
HDC will need to identify sites in areas whose Neighbourhood Plan has not yet reached Regulation 19.
She said the government requires HDC to provide individual housing numbers to parishes.
5.0 HDC Corporate Plan
Glen Chipp said the purpose of the Corporate Plan is to set HDC's vision for the next five years. The
priorities will focus the Council's resources. HDC hopes to work in collaboration with the Parish and
Neighbourhood Councils. He said HDC had circulated the Plan to them and welcomes input from the
Parish and Neighbourhood Councils on the plan's five priorities:
• Great place to live
• Thriving economy
• Strong safe healthy community
• Great for Environment
• Modern and flexible Council
Glen Chipp said he had received three questions in advance of the meeting and provided answers:
• Point 3.1 -Suggest HDC include the third sector - uniformed groups, churches, local action teams
set up by the Police - there are some examples Station Road LAT in Billingshurst, Cootes Avenue
community day, Trafalgar Rec community day, Bennetts Field Family Fun Day which is supported
by Saxon Weald, Police, HDC Wardens, Allotments, Scouts, Brighton Road Baptist Church and
the local community.
Glen Chipp replied that HDC would welcome the inclusion of the third sector in all themes of
the Corporate Plan.
• Section 4
Climate emergency - Would HDC take a leading role to reduce carbon footprint through
education and resources?
Glen Chipp replied that HDC will be doing this and a presentation on the environment and
proposals will follow.
• 5.2.4 - Liaise with Parish and Neighbourhood Councils to promote new ways of joint working and
greater mutual understanding of issues. Will HDC include the third sector?
Glen Chipp said HDC will extend this to the third sector.

5.3

6.1

6.2

6.3

A question was asked about working with the County Council too, as s106 funding is going to the County
Council but very little is finding its way back to the parishes. Parish Councils have put projects forward
for the Infrastructure Delivery Plan but receive no feedback. Glen Chipp said that WSCC has new
leadership and HDC will be talking to them.
6.0 Environment and Green Issues
Cllr Jonathan Chowen, Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for Culture and Leisure
thanked everyone who has taken part in the Year of Culture which has been a great success with over
600 events throughout the district.
Cllr Jonathan Chowen introduced the Wilder Horsham District proposal as attached presentation. He
said the proposal is going to Cabinet in two weeks time. HDC will then look to form a partnership with
Sussex Wildlife Trust and create the new employment post.
The Wilder Horsham District proposal was enthusiastically received with a round of applause.
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7.0 Close of Annual Meeting of HDC and HALC
7.1 Terry Oliver thanked all the presenters for another really informative meeting and said this has been
the best annual meeting yet.
Meeting closed at 9.00pm.

28.11.2019 Email from WSCC
Highways, Transport & Planning Newsletter

To our new readers, welcome to our Highways, Transport and Planning newsletter!

How we display information about our highway network is
changing
To keep up to date with activity and disruption on the county's highway network, we
recommend using one.network, previously named Roadworks.org - now available on our
website.
You may be familiar with the WSCC Travel Information map, that has previously been available
via the WSCC website, one.network has now replaced this and is available to use now.
One.network is nationally recognised and provides the most up-to-date information possible and
also enables self-help by way of email alerts and live traffic data. Video guides are also available
on YouTube.
The new system will allow us to embrace social media by sharing planned works with others and
keeping users informed. To be better informed and view more up-to-date information, it is
advisable to create an account.
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How to keep up-to-date across the West Sussex road network this
winter!
West Sussex Highways manage and use Twitter as a
communication tool, to highlight and provide updates about
various roadworks, travel delays, gritting decisions and guidance
on how to report a highway defect you might have spotted.
We ask that if there is a report to make, for example a pothole
problem, damage to a verge, obstruction or problem with a road
sign that these are all reported online via Love West Sussex, on the WSCC website.
Now that we are well into the winter season, our gritters will start to make their trips around the
county making the roads safer in the colder weather. Daily decisions, made depending on the
road surface temperatures, will be posted on Twitter letting you know if the gritters will be out
and about.
The easiest way to follow our @WSHighways account is by visiting
https://twitter.com/WSHighways and clicking on the ‘Follow’ button. You may need to sign-up if
you haven’t already.
We are also working on developing an e-mail feed of our Twitter messages that you can
subscribe to, if you would prefer not to sign up to Twitter. Keep an eye out for this as it develops.

Road Conditions in England (RCE) provides information about the overall state of the roads in
England, as well as an indication of whether the condition is improving or worsening. Last month,
the Department for Transport published the Road Conditions in England to March 2019 and you
can see the data in the image below.
The statistics give an indication of what is happening on average, across the country. The
published data tables show trends both regionally and by Local Authority.
In 2018/19, the proportion of Local Authority managed roads that were categorised as red were:
•
•
•

3% of 'A' roads
6% of 'B' and 'C' roads
16% of unclassified roads

In 2018/19, the proportion of West Sussex CC managed roads that were categorised as red were:
•
•
•

4% of 'A' roads
4% of 'B' and 'C' roads
12% of unclassified roads
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The Department for Transport (DfT) Road Conditions in England to March 2019 report is available
here to read.
The road conditions statistics are presented in tables allowing local authorities to compare
condition trends by region and local authority.
Alongside the report and statistical release, DfT have published an interactive map which you can
view here.

Trend in the proportion of local authority managed roads categorised as red in England, by road
type. 2007/08 to 2018/19
Traffic signals update
Junction refurbishment - High Street, Selsey
The existing traffic signals were in need of
replacement due to their age and condition as
well as the reliability deteriorating, affecting
the public’s ability to use the junction.
Residents were rarely utilising the crossing as
the majority crossed within the junction at a location with no controlled crossing. Subsequently,
the decision was taken to relocate the nearby stand-alone crossing, into a signalised junction
improving the facilities for pedestrians.
The refurbishment scheme has upgraded all the signals to improve safety and longevity. The
updated and increased crossing points include various detectors to ensure pedestrians have
enough time to cross safely but also return priority to vehicles as soon as it is safe to do so. All of
the signal heads now use LED’s which offer improved visibility for drivers, and reduce power
consumption.
At each of the crossing points, the tactile paving was replaced and correctly aligned.
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The latest above ground vehicle detection has also been installed on all approaches, reducing
maintenance.
The junction control system (MOVA) has been upgraded to the latest version, giving improved
control and flexibility on how the junction timings can be configured.
As a final measure, Remote Monitoring and CCTV cameras have been installed offering a realtime view of the junction and immediate notification of any faults which will enable them to be
reported and fixed in a timely manner.

Latest Highway Improvements & Major projects members update - November
Major projects
A29 realignment project - In depth web page detailing this project and the latest updates can be
found here.
A2300 - full business case submitted to the Department for Transport (DfT) a week earlier than
planned. Advanced vegetation clearance works are progressing well and should complete around
the second week of November as planned.
Highway Improvement Projects
A259 Rowan Way/Bognor Regis retail park junction improvements - The junction improvement
works remain in progress.
Phases completed to date are the reconstruction and widening of Rowan Way’s southern
footway to enable its shared use by pedestrians and cyclists. The retail park’s access road has
also been widened on its west side to enable the provision of a centre refuge island as part of the
final works phase.
B2133 Hughes Hill, Newpound (Wisborough Green) - Works to resurface a bend on the B2133
Hughes Hill have been completed. The works were undertaken under a road closure. Inclement
weather slightly extended the duration of the works.
Haywards Heath, Queens road traffic calming scheme - Work to install Traffic Calming and
carriageway improvements in Queens Road, Haywards Heath are in the final stages. Carriageway
resurfacing works and new road signage is complete, with existing signage no longer required
and due to be removed shortly.
School keep clear (North Chichester) - The programme to install enforceable school keep clear
road markings and associated signing at 18 schools in the North Chichester area are complete.
School keep clear (Adur) - The programme to install enforceable school keep clear road marking
and associated signing at 14 schools in the Adur area is currently entering the implementation
phase. The desire is to install all sites within this remaining phase of the School Keep clear
programme by the end of the calendar year.
Thakeham Road/Water Lane - Works to replace an existing mini-roundabout with a traffic signal
junction, including pedestrian phases and other pedestrian facility improvements. This is in
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response to concerns raised by residents, councillors and schools. These works will continue and
are due to be completed by 28th February 2020.
Christs Hospital bridleway - Works are continuing on the installation of a bridleway, providing
connection for a missing link in the Downs Link route. Works are due for completion by the end
of November. However, the route will remain closed for an additional month to allow the
surface to settle and bed in before use.
Stane Street, Westhampnett - Works began on 4th November 2019 to create a shared cycleway
along Stane Street, Westhampnett. This includes widening the existing footway on one side of
the road, localised carriageway narrowing and parking restrictions. Works will continue into
February, breaking for 2 weeks over the festive period.
Ifield Avenue, Crawley - Works are on going to provide shared cycle facilities. The existing
footway is being widened to create sufficient space for pedestrians and cyclists to utilise this
route. Improvements are being made to existing junctions along Ifield Avenue to promote driver
awareness of pedestrians and cyclists crossing at these locations. Works are due to be completed
in December.

Ifield Avenue - shared use cycleway
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29.11.2019 Email from HDC

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: Horsham District
Council’s Carbon Footprint, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.
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Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: Conservation Area
Appraisals and Management Plans for Slinfold and Warnham, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: CIL Governance
Arrangements, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: Delegated Authority for
the Contract Award for the Community Link Lifeline Alarm contract, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: Disabled Facilities
Grants Policy, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: Wilder Horsham District,
Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Thursday, 28th November, 2019, 6.00 pm - Decision published: Medium Term
Financial Strategy, Cabinet.

17

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: Pavilions car park tariff
change - to introduce a post 5 hour tariff for the introduction of ANPR, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision published: Business Cases for
Horsham District Homes for affordable homes in Billingshurst and Slinfold, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019, 9.18 am - Decision sheet published: Meeting of
Thursday, 28th November, 2019 6.00 pm, Cabinet.

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email updates
from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Friday, 29th November, 2019 - Decision published: Conservation Area Appraisals and
Management Plans for Slinfold and Warnham, Cabinet.

29.11.2019 Email from Gatwick Community
Discover Gatwick Programme
The 2019/20 season of our Discover Gatwick programme, a series of events where representatives of
the local community they could learn more about Gatwick and how we are leading the way in
enhancing the experience of our passengers and in managing a highly efficient and responsible airport,
is continuing into the New Year.
We value good relationships with our neighbours and the wider community across the region and
these events provide an important opportunity for open dialogue. The feedback from attendees at
these events has been very positive and we would be pleased to invite members of local parish
councils, neighbourhood and community groups to join one of the next ‘behind the scenes’ event to
learn more about how the operational aspects of the airport.
Dates currently available:
Thursday 16th January
Thursday 13th February
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We will ensure that the agenda (which we anticipate will run from approximately 9am to 2pm) will
allow time for questions and discussion as this provides an important opportunity for us to understand
the key areas of interest from community representatives.
We would be grateful if you would register your interest by emailing community@gatwickairport.com
stating which date you would prefer. These events are proving very popular and we may therefore
need to restrict the number of attendees from any one group.
Please note that in order to participate in the event, you will need to hold photographic ID, i.e. passport
or photo card driving licence.
We would advise that a certain amount of walking involved in the tour and you may also be required
to use stairs.
If you do have questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Regards, Wendy
Wendy Crowhurst
Community Engagement Assistant
29.11.2019 Email from NALC
Chief Executive Bulletin
Section 137 limit for 2020-21
This week the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) notified us
that the appropriate sum for Section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (the 1972 Act)
for parish and town councils in England for 2020-21 is £8.32 per elector – you can read
more here.

NALC Smaller Councils Committee
NALC’s Smaller Councils Committee met on 26 November at the NALC offices, here are a few
highlights:
•

the Committee received an update on website accessibility requirements and provided
feedback on how this would impact on smaller councils

•

I shared with the Committee a draft survey to inform the upcoming review of the Joint
Practitioners Advisory Group (JPAG) guidance and received some helpful comments
which we will incorporate

•

the Committee gave feedback on a number of questions from NALC’s survey which will
inform our submission to the Redmond Review of local authority financial reporting and
audit

•

a discussion on the Rural Coalition’s election briefing and the Rural Services Network
(RSN) commentary on the Government’s response to the House of Lords Rural Economy
report
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•

the Committee flagged up a range of issues to be considered for their work programme
next year

Star Council Awards winner on BBC’s Sunday Politics
I was delighted to see Woughton Community Council, the winner of Council of the Year in
NALC’s Star Council Awards 2019 last month, featured on BBC’s Sunday Politics East. It’s
available to watch again on iPlayer (for a limited time) from 14 minutes in.

Elections
NALC’s elections are taking place on 11 December at the National Assembly, our governing body
with a representative from each county association. We have received nominations for all our
governing committees. Elections will be required for the vice-chairman (member services), six
vacancies for Management Board, seven vacancies for Policy Committee, and five vacancies for
Finance and Scrutiny Committee. Please click here for more information.

Blog response to community power
Amidst the current manifesto talk there is a frisson of excitement in the world of think tanks of
interest to us about the concept of ‘community power’. You can read my response on how our
local councils can play a key role in delivering community power on the NALC blog here.

Out and about
It was good to attend both the Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) conference
and the Suffolk Association of Local Councils (HALC) annual general meeting this week, both
were well attended by councillors and clerks and with interesting speakers. At the HALC event
the director of public health spoke on the role of communities and our councils in easing the
pressures they face, plus interesting contributions on climate change (including one local council
planting thousands of trees!), and a strongly supported suggestion that the sector should
rebrand as community councils. What do others think about this idea? And at the SALC event
there was interest in how our councils could influence nationally significant infrastructure
projects, in this case for energy, have any other parts of the country any experience to share?
Do drop me a line on these questions to policycomms@nalc.gov.uk
•

On 27 November Charlotte Eisenhart, head of member services, held a training and CPD
forum as part of Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils clerks conference. They
discussed the opportunities for professional development available to clerks and
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councillors as well as the importance of understanding best practice around standards
of behaviour in public services
•

Then on 28/29 November Charlotte joined county officers from across the East Midlands
at a meeting to discuss the wider trends for improvement and training in the sector, and
how that translates into changes and developments for local training provided by county
associations in the region

•

And on 29 November our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, was at the
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Association of Local Councils conference near
Aylesbury and gave a presentation to over 70 clerks and councillors on the opportunities
that social engagement can offer local councils. Other speakers at the event covered
risk, code of conduct, modernisation, and examples of councils engaging with their
communities including from Woughton Community Council.

And finally...
Congratulations to Michelle South from BHIB Local Councils Insurance for being shortlisted in
the first-ever Women in Insurance Awards. The ceremony took place on 26 November and
Charlotte was pleased to join Michelle and support her at the event. Everyone at NALC
appreciates Michelle’s passion and energy for local councils and their work, and we gladly
supported the nomination for these awards.

30.11.2019 Email from HDC
Latest News from HDC
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Light Up Horsham Year
of Culture finale
A highly engaging light spectacular show is coming
to Horsham throughout December to celebrate the
end of the successful Year of Culture.
Light Up Horsham, a light spectacular sponsored
by Wakefields Jewellers, created by RMV
Productions and Creative Technology and
organised by the Council, will be displayed from
today Saturday 30 November until Tuesday 31
December between 4pm and 8pm each day.
Bring the family and enjoy a 10-minute projected show which will projected on the front of
Bill’s Restaurant, the Old Town Hall, in the Market Square of Horsham Town Centre.

Event details

Don’t let food allergens
spoil your Christmas
Our Environmental Heath's Food Safety team are
raising awareness among food allergy suffers and
hospitality outlets in the Horsham District with the
message ‘Don’t let food allergens spoil your
Christmas’.
The aim of this initiative is to help both the general public and the food industry to be more
informed and considerate about food hypersensitivity.

Read more

Give the gift of a better
future to rough sleepers
this festive season
Simply tap your debit or credit card on one of our
Greater Change contactless giving terminals
across Horsham Town Centre to donate to local charity Horsham Matters who help
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homeless individuals achieve long-term funding goals, for example rent deposits, skills
courses and ID documents.
The contactless terminals offer an alternative to giving cash where you can be safe in the
knowledge that your gift will help the individual to leave homelessness behind for good.

Find out more

Do you use a log
burner or open fire?
With the weather turning colder, will you be using
solid fuel to heat your home this weekend?
Take the Clean Burn survey and be in with the
chance of winning a bulk bag of seasoned wood or
one of 100 moisture meters.

Take the survey

Enter the Window
Wonderland
competition

Council backs national
campaign for warm
homes

Calling all small business owners! Get your
windows looking amazing and enter into
this year’s Window Wonderland
competition.

National Fuel Poverty Awareness Day this
year falls on Friday 29 November and the
Council is supporting the national
campaign by offering a free service called
LEAP to keep people warm and safe in
their own homes.

Register deadline is Thursday 5 December
and public voting will begin on Saturday 7
December on Small Business Saturday.
The public prize competition through local
media channels will ask people to vote for
their favourite windows and displays,
driving publicity for participating
independent businesses on the vital run up
to Christmas.

Living in a warm home is essential for our
health and wellbeing, but rising energy
prices, low incomes and energy inefficient
housing means that millions of people
across the UK don’t have that option.

Read more

Register now
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30.11.2019 Email from CPRE

Mind the Gap!
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Every green space between our towns and
villages is a lifeline. The UK is now one of
the ‘most nature depleted countries in the
world’ according to the recent ‘State of
Nature’ report. These ‘green gaps’ are not
only vital to our wildlife, they are also
fundamental to our own health and wellbeing.
Put nature at the top of the agenda today
– make a donation to CPRE Sussex.
In Sussex there is no ‘greenbelt’. We have a
fantastic national park and two areas of
outstanding natural beauty, but so much of
the countryside is ‘unprotected’ in planning
terms. The green gaps between our towns
and villages are vital – they provide us with
local food, space to walk and habitats for
wildlife. They are critical for carbon
absorption to combat climate change and
help to prevent flooding.
We need new homes, particularly
affordable homes, but our challenge is to
make sure that the countryside we depend upon is not lost whilst brownfield or previously
developed sites lie idle.
CPRE Sussex has attended local plan hearings and submitted responses to planning
applications wherever we have volunteers in Sussex in order to lobby for the protection of
these green spaces. The gaps between Shoreham and Lancing, Ferring and Goring, Burgess Hill
and Haywards Heath and so many more are all under threat. We need your help to fight for
the protection of these green gaps and spaces.
We are a small charity with a big remit. A donation of any size makes a real difference. If you
are able to help us, please donate on-line at: https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/4826.
There are plenty of other ways to support CPRE Sussex this winter...
Do you shop online?
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Do you know that you can help to support CPRE Sussex just by shopping online? It doesn’t cost
you a penny extra and raises valuable extra funds for us. So, whether it’s your weekly online
grocery shop or an extravaganza of Christmas shopping – raise cash for us for free when you
do so!
Over 4,000 shops and sites - including those shown above - will donate to CPRE Sussex for
FREE when you use easyfundraising to shop with them. This means you can raise donations for
us when you buy anything from decorations and festive food shopping to gifts like toys,
jewellery, tech, experiences and more! With easyfundraising, every time you shop and make a
purchase, the retailer sends us a free donation at no extra cost to you. It's that easy! Please do
give it a try and encourage your friends and family to sign up too.
Find out more
Shares to dispose of?
If you have a shareholding of just a few shares, it can often be uneconomical to sell them. You
can donate those shares through Sharegift who will send the proceeds to your nominated
charity (CPRE Sussex!). Donating shares in this way can be very tax efficient, reducing your
income tax liability. See our website for more information on how to give in this way.
Buy these beautiful cards & support our work
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We are delighted to be able to offer for sale, packs of 8 Christmas cards depicting Birling Gap
in winter, specially illustrated for CPRE Sussex by well renowned Sussex artist and supporter
Liz Hankins. We were looking to produce a fantastic iconic Sussex image which has minimal
environmental impact (even the wrapping is a recyclable wallet). We think we have achieved
this and we hope you agree! Supply is limited so please place your order early to avoid
disappointment.
Order cards here

01.12.2019 Email from AirS
Village Halls December Newsletter
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VILLAGE HALLS & COMMUNITY BUILDINGS
NEWSLETTER - December 2019

The latest news from the AirS Village Halls & Community
Buildings Advisory Service

Welcome to the December Newsletter

December is finally upon us and we would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you for the hard work you have put into making your village halls successful
community spaces.

From everyone at AirS, we wish you all a very merry Christmas.

In this month's edition we will be covering:
•

A brief round-up of the Village Halls Conferences

•

WiFi in Village Halls

•

Village Halls Week 2020

•

Village Hall Insurance

•

National Village Halls Survey

...plus lots more.
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We always welcome feedback on both our subscription service and the newsletter,
please email us with any comments and suggestions.

Action in rural Sussex Village Halls & Community Conferences
2019
A Round-Up

A total of 69 delegates from village halls, community buildings and parish councils
joined us earlier this month for the our Annual Village Hall conferences in East and
West Sussex.

The conferences covered a range of topics, including the HeatSave system outlined
by Simon Keast from Tensor. His presentation stimulated conversations as to how
sophisticated managing facilities can be in the 21st century. The Social Media
presentation, by Digital Firefly provided delegates with a basic knowledge of the key
social media platforms that could be used when marketing your hall and the Q&A
sessions allowed delegates an open forum to discuss any issues they are having.

All workshop notes, Q&A's and presentations from the events can be found in the
users section of our website.

We would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Thakeham Village
Hall and the James West Community Centre for their hospitality and thank you to all
those who attended.
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Hallmark Award
Ferring Village Hall has retained their
Level One Hallmark Award

At the end of October, the trustees of Ferring Village Hall successfully passed the
assessment for their Level One Hallmark Quality Assurance accreditation. This
represented a renewal of the status they originally first obtained in 2016, and makes
them the seventh group to hold a 'live' accreditation in Sussex.

The assessors were peer reviewers from Ashington Village Hall and Groombridge
Village Hall and they highlighted that overall the hall was well maintained,
effectively managed and worked pro-actively to fulfil its role in the community. The
process highlighted a few aspects for consideration or development and these are
now being explored. The assessors made clear that the group could consider an
application for the more advanced Hallmark Level Two standard in the near future.

The Hallmark Quality Assurance Scheme is a national mechanism that offers
trustees, managers and volunteers the opportunity to assess their compliance in
relation to a number of core aspects associated with operating a community building.
This can bring confidence to volunteers and the local community that the building is
effectively run, but also demonstrate this to funders and other groups.
Achieving the accreditation involves advance sight of a number of operating
standards followed by a face-to-face assessment undertaken by volunteers involved
in operating other facilities. This ensures that it remains a friendly and relatively
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informal yet engaging process at which best practice information may also be
shared.

Anyone interested in obtaining the accreditation or wishing to know more about the
process may contact us via villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk

Cash Bonus for Crowdfunding Community Businesses
Match Funding

Community businesses who choose to use Crowdfunder to secure capital for their
projects could have their efforts matched to the tune of £6000 from Power to Change
- if they raise the funds this year!

The Crowdmatch fund helps community businesses by match-funding up to £6000
for campaigns that are run for the benefit of their community.

To apply, community businesses just need to set up their project on the Crowdfunder
site and tick the ‘Extra funding’ box. To find out more or apply please visit
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/funds/community-business-crowdmatch

Energy Audit Self-Assessment Checklist
Do you know your energy usage?
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Following on from conversations held at the village hall conferences in relation to
energy usage and management, halls may be interested in the Self Assessment
Energy Audit checklist for Community Buildings produced by our sister organisation,
the Community Council for Berkshire.
Similarly, the Energy Efficiency in Community Buildings document produced by the
charity National Energy Action (NEA) also provides some useful pointers and factors
to consider.

WiFi in Village Halls and Community Buildings
Do you have the right system?

A majority of community buildings and village halls provide public WiFi for hirers and
in many cases there is an increasing demand among hirers for this. However, with
this comes a need to manage its use in order to safeguard both operators and the
users, but also to ensure that the WiFi installed operates effectively.

Whilst many halls utilise a domestic WiFi set-up, these are not always sophisticated
enough to allow suitable management of them, nor are they powerful enough to
provide an adequate or reliable signal.

For example, they do not always possess bandwidth controls, so if you are operating
any house services such as streaming for an event or credit card machines then all
the bandwidth could be consumed by the people attending, preventing these from
working.

Historically, commercial networks with guest network portals have been very
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expensive. A trustee from a hall in Leicestershire has identified that Ubiquiti products
which provide all of the features associated with professional commercial WiFi are
accessible at a much lower cost. These are relatively easy to configure and cost
around £140 each.
In addition to the hardware and provision of WiFi, it is important to have a means of
clarifying what is and is not acceptable by users. Therefore specific terms in relation
to this may be set out in the hiring agreement terms and conditions or a separate
code of conduct (ideally linked to the hiring agreement). If there are separate terms
then these should be clearly and publicly displayed.

The return of Village Halls Week!

Village Halls Week is approaching fast and we are still seeking to encourage halls to
participate during the 3rd week of January 2020, either as part of the national
initiatives - Throwback Thursday on 23rd and National Open Day on 25th - or by
hosting your own event.

Event Ideas!

To assist with this and support halls, ACRE our national body have developed free
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marketing materials which are either downloadable from the login area of our
website or via the below links:
Village Halls Week Logo:Village Halls Week 2020 Logo
Open Day Poster: If you are hosting an open day, save time by using this
template poster and display it everywhere!
Open Day Editable Poster
Events Poster: Use this template as a basis to advertise your Village Halls Week
event.
Events Editable Poster
Press Release: Send this press release to your local media. If emailing it, once
you've made your amendments, please copy it and embed it into the main body as
some journalists don't tend to open an attachment!
Press Release Template
Invite your MP: The letter below is an editable version of an invitation to your local
MP. It can be adapted in case you wish to invite any VIP!
Letter to MP
ACRE have produced some tips for you (see below), but if you need any further
ideas then please do not hesitate to contact us directly.
ACRE Open Day Tips
ACRE Social Media Tips
If you are planning any events or have any questions on any of the above, please
get in touch. We'd love to know what you are planning so we can help promote it
and be sure to let us know how you get on by contacting
us at: villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk
Thank you to those halls who have already advised us of their plans, we will be
compiling a calendar to help promote them.

Village Hall Insurance
Is your building's insurance adequate?
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There is concern within the insurance industry that Village Halls are under-insuring
themselves, which not only creates problems at the time of a claim, but Village Hall
Trustees can become personally liable for any uninsured losses and just recently we
were reminded by one of Sussex halls just how important having adequate insurance
cover is.

Pauline Ridley from Dallington Village Hall attended our conference last year,
recently said:

"The talk by Allied Westminster brought home to me that our listed building hall was
probably under insured. I then found that they provided a free revaluation service to
clients taking out 3 year insurance contract, had this done, yes we were under
insured but the additional premium was very reasonable. A few months later, the
heavy storms dislodged some roof tiles, causing severe leakage into our billiards
room, but fortunately the insurance claim was settled very easily and promptly".

As Dallington found out, the problem can be avoided altogether if the hall is insured
for the correct sum. For example, in the event of a fire, the sum insured must be
sufficient to rebuild the property and it must allow for site clearance, architects’ fees
and VAT, amongst other things.

Companies such as Allied Westminster and Norris & Fisher are providing a free
valuation service to their clients, and AirS strongly recommend that you take
advantage of this offer. If your insurance company does not offer this free service, it
is worth paying for them to undertake it or commissioning a specialist to undertake
this in order to ensure that you have sufficient cover.

Allied Westminster recently published some interesting statistics in relation to
insurance claims. All figures are based on 25,000 of their annual policy cycles over
circa 7 years (each annual contract is a policy cycle).

The below table identifies the 5 most common causes of claims made and the top 5
for which claims are successful.
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Claim Type

% Claims Made % Claims Successful

Public Liability

20%

21%

Escape of Water

16%

21%

Weather Related

15%

18%

Theft

14%

16%

Accidental Damage 9%

7%

And at the lower end of the table:
Claim Type

% Claims Made

% Claims Payments

Glass & Sanitary
Earthquake
Escape of Oil

These account
These account for 0.5% and
for 0.5% and are evenly distributed
are evenly distributed.

Libel & Slander
Trustee Indemnity

It is interesting that both Trustee Indemnity claims and payments made are both very
low, at 0.045%.

The below tables identify the 5 most common causes of claims made and a
breakdown of the top 5 claims paid out on in terms of financial value.

Top 5 most common causes of claims made
Claim Type

% Claims Made

Public Liability

20%

Escape of Water

16%

Weather Related

15%

Theft

14%

Accidental Damage 9%

Top 5 claims paid out on in terms of financial value
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Claim Type

% of Claims £

Escape of Water

21%

Weather Related

21%

Fire

18%

Public Liability

16%

Theft

7%

Whilst the above may be concerning, simple Health & Safety inspections and
monitoring is the best way to minimise the risk associated with the above. For
example:
1. Public Liability – Ensure all internal and external spaces – including play
areas and car parks, are inspected and that up to date risk assessments are
in place
2. Escape of Water – Check that the pipe work and plumbing is in good working
order
3. Weather related – Check that there is no roof damage, including missing
tiles. Snow, ice and water can cause a multitude of problems
4. Accidental Damage – Whilst you can’t foresee accidental damage, you can
ensure that the deposit paid by the hall user is sufficient to cover any
damages
5. Fire Risk – Ensure all electrical items are inspected and PAT tested on a
regular basis.
For further information on minimising risk, please see the information sheet 7 on our
website, or email us for further details

AirS Energy Brokerage Scheme

Action in rural Sussex (AirS) has entered into a partnership with the brokerage
firm Full Power Utilities who have access to 30 different utility providers.
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Participation offers trustees and managers of community buildings and village halls
an opportunity to review their current needs, obtain obligation free quotes, and
potentially obtain a better deal on their utilities.

If your electricity or gas contracts are coming to an end or you are simply
interested in exploring your energy options, then why not participate.

Interested parties should complete and return the attached participation form to us
via the details located on it. This captures key details on your building’s usage and
current utility contracts, but also provides consent for this information to be passed
by AirS to the broker (Full Power Utilities) who will then make contact directly to
discuss your specific requirements.

The attached guidance provides additional information on the purpose of the
scheme, the stages of the process and some advice on making decisions on utility
estimates and contracts.

As well as potentially saving money on your energy costs, you will also be supporting
the charitable work of AirS in helping rural communities, as we receive a small
amount of commission for each contract – with no extra cost to your organisation.

If you have any questions or queries regarding any of the above then please feel free
to contact us via villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk
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Social Media Training - Still time to book!
"A guiding light in the world of social media and digital
marketing"

AirS has partnered up with Brighton-based digital marketing agency, Digital Firefly to
offer two social media workshops. These 2hr workshops have been designed
specifically for village halls and community buildings.

Session overview:
This session will introduce the main differences and benefits of each major social
media platforms and help you understand how to use them.

We'll discuss the current state of social media marketing and help you understand
the principles to follow to see success from your social media strategies, from
explaining what metrics are and choosing the right ones to measure to creating
content and engaging audiences. This session is suitable for any business or
organisation looking to learn more about using social media to see real life results.
By the end of the session you'll have a better understanding of social media and how
to use it to your benefit and the benefit of your communities and audiences.
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West Sussex
When: Tuesday 10th December 2019
Time: 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Venue: Pulborough Village Hall, Swan View, Pulborough RH20 2BF

East Sussex
When: Wednesday 22nd January 2020
Time: 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Venue Battle Memorial Hall, 81 High St, Battle TN33 0AQ

Prices:
£24 per person for AirS Subscribers
£30 per person for Non-Subscribers

Please email villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk for more information.

For those who have already booked onto the West Sussex course, joining
instructions will be sent out next week.

National Village Halls Survey 2019
Help us learn more about your Village Halls, their needs and the
benefits they bring!

In January, we will be distributing a web-based survey to the 300 village halls and
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community buildings across rural Sussex. The goal is to capture a snapshot of their
physical state, the operational challenges they face and the social and economic
value that buildings bring to their community and the people that they serve.

This will form part of a national survey of all such buildings (approximately 10,000)
and hopefully coincide with National Village Halls Week (January 20th – 27th 2020).
The responses will contribute to the development of a national picture of the state of
rural village halls and community buildings, but also any local variations.

If you receive a copy of the survey then please complete it as the intelligence
gathered helps us and our national body Action with Communities in Rural
England (ACRE) to better understand the challenges that buildings have, but also
the benefits that they bring.

The more evidence we have, the better our response may be and allow a
comparison with the responses obtained from the last national survey undertaken in
2009, which itself provided key evidence in arguing the case for the recent £3 million
Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund.
Please do look out for its arrival and take part. It is likely to take an hour or so to
complete.

If you require any assistance in completing it then do feel free to contact us.

Questions from the Halls
We are often asked questions by our subscribers that may be better placed being
answered by someone with direct experience. If you are able to offer guidance on
the below questions or if you have a question that you would like us to put to the
other village halls and community buildings, please email us
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Q: How much a Village Hall could be expected to receive for hosting local or
national elections?

A: Halls should not subsidise elections. Some district councils try to arrange a
standard fee, but there isn't a "national fee". A district council isn't a local, charitable
organisation therefore the non-resident, non-charity rate should apply for the full
16hrs (6.30am - 10.30pm) unless it is clearly "in the best interests of the charity" to
agree otherwise (e.g it was a condition of a capital grant that the hall is available for
elections at the DC's standard fee).

Q: We regularly have issues with hellium balloons "escaping" up into our very
high vaulted roof. Does anyone have any tips on getting them down as we
don't have a ladder long enough!?

A: It has been suggested that if you use a water pistol (with the small amount of
washing up liquid added to the water) and spray it at the balloon, it will fall to the
ground fairly quickly. For Health & Safety reasons, please make sure any spillages
are cleaned up and check that you are not spraying any electrics!

Funding Opportunities
This information has been gathered from various public and voluntary
sector newsletters and data sources, including East Sussex County
Council, West Sussex County Council and local CVS organisations. We
are grateful for access to this information.
For more information please visit ESCC Funding News or West Sussex 4
Funding.
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Please note the closing dates for applications as some may have a
short deadline.

Truemark Trust
The scheme aims to fund small, local organisations undertaking innovative projects
in the community. Funding is at the discretion of the Trustees. Previous grants have
been for between £1,000 and £10,000. The average grant awarded is approximately
£3,000.

Applicants may apply at any time and should note that this trust does not have a
website. Applications should be made in writing. Contact the Truemark Trust for
further information:
Mrs Clare Pegden Truemark Trust PO Box 2 Liss Hampshire GU33 6YP
Tel: 07970 540015 Email: truemark.trust01@ntlworld.com
Clothworkers’ Foundation – Open Grants Programme
The Foundation award grants to UK registered charities, CICs, and other registered
UK not-for-profit organisations (including special schools).
Grants are awarded towards capital projects which they define as:
•

Buildings: purchase, construction, renovation or refurbishment

•

Fittings, Fixtures, and Equipment: this includes but is not limited to office
equipment/furniture, sports/gym equipment, digital/audio visual equipment,
garden equipment, specialist therapeutic (excluding medical) equipment

•

Vehicles: This includes a minibus, car, caravan, people-carrier, or 4X4. They
are unlikely to fund the total cost of a new vehicle

They fund both large and small projects. The size of grant awarded will depend on a
number of factors including the size of your organisation and the cost and scale of
your capital project.

The work of the organisation applying must fit within one or more of the specified
programme areas:
•

Alcohol and Substance Misuse

•

Disadvantaged Minority Communities

•

Disadvantaged Young People
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•

Domestic & Sexual Abuse

•

Homelessness

•

Older People

•

People With Disabilities

•

Prisoners & Ex-offenders

•

Visual Impairment

Contact Form

Christopher Laing Foundation
The Foundation offers grants to charitable organisations undertaking projects in the
fields of children and young people, social welfare and health, with a priority to those
organisations supporting disabled adults.

Past grants have been for between £1,000 and £75,000. You can apply anytime. For
further information please contact the Foundation as it doesn’t have a website.
Vince Cheshire
Christopher Laing Foundation
c/o TMF Management (UK) Ltd 400 Capability Green Luton Bedfordshire LU1 3AE
Tel: 01582 439200 Email: claing_charity@tmf-group.com

Peter Beckwith Charitable Trust
The Peter Beckwith Charitable Trust offers grants to charitable organisations.
Funding is at the discretion of the Trustees. Most grants are for less than £1,000
although larger amounts are also awarded. Applications can be made at any time
and must be made in writing.

Contact Peter Beckwith Charitable Trust for further information.
Mr Peter Michael Beckwith OBE, Peter Beckwith Charitable Trust, Suite 5, 11
Riverside, Dogflud Way, Farnham, GU9 7UG
Tel: 020 8944 1288

G S Plaut Charitable Trust Limited
The scheme is intended to support work undertaken for charitable purposes. Funding
is at the discretion of the Trustees. Previous grants have been for between £1,000
and £4,000.

Applicants should note that the Trust does not maintain a website. Applications are
considered twice a year but interested applicants may apply at any time. Interested
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applicants must submit a brief proposal in writing and should include a stamped
addressed envelope.

For further information, please contact: Richard Speirs G S Plaut Charitable Trust
Limited 39 Bay Road Wormit Newport-on-Tay Fife DD6
8LW Email: GSPCTrust@gmail.com

Rother District Council - Community Grants
The Community Grants Scheme is open to applications from voluntary and
community groups and organisations in Rother and supports the development of
community facilities, community activities and sustainable local action.
Applications are welcomed from voluntary or community organisations for services
and activities which benefit the residents of Rother.

The next round for medium and large grants is now open and runs through to 15th
January. If you are looking for less than £500 you can Apply online for small value
projects using the Community Grants Form under £500.
If you have any further enquiries please contact: communitygrants@rother.gov.uk

Comic Relief and Groundwork New Community Fund
This new fund may be of interest to halls which have Pre-Schools. Grassroots
community organisations and charities can apply for either of the following grants:
•

Capacity building grants of up to £500 to support organisations to become
more robust and better able to deliver projects that have a legacy beyond the
funding. E.g. activities such as developing organisational governance,
policies and procedures and increasing overall capacity in groups.

•

Project development grants of up to £4,000 are available for projects,
including purchasing items, materials and equipment to benefit the local
community, improvements to a community building, developing an outdoor
space or running a community project or activity. Projects can also fund
coordinators to manage volunteers, staff to lead activities or training
sessions, workshops and community activities.

Projects need to tackle one of Comic Relief’s four core themes e.g. Children Survive
& Thrive: supporting children under the age of 5 to grow, play and learn in safe
environments with people who love and care for them. Mental Health Matters:
projects that support good mental health in communities and tackle stigma and
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discrimination.
Applications can be made at any time
Fonthill Foundation – Small Community Grants
The Small Community Grants Scheme is open to organisations in the South East
supporting and promoting educational activities, who need a bit of a helping hand.

Grants of up to £3,000 are available, with applications accepted throughout the year.
Tel: 07479 921400 Email: enquiry@fonthill-foundation.org.uk

Green Hall Foundation
The objective of the Green Hall Foundation is to sustainably improve lives: among
the sick, the elderly, the disabled and the disadvantaged particularly in the UK.

Preference is given to appeals where the Foundation can meet a significant
proportion of the funding required and to appeals where permanent equipment or
building is required as opposed to funding salaries or the charity running costs.

Only UK registered charities can apply. Typical size of grant is in the region of
£1,000 to £10,000. The Trustees meet in May and November:
•

Each May meeting will be open to Charities in all income brackets

•

Each November meeting will only be open to Charities with an annual
income of £250,000 or less

Contact Form

Joseph Strong Frazer Trust
The Joseph Strong Frazer Trust Grant is available to registered charities throughout
England and Wales. The scheme aims to fund a wide range of charitable activities.

Funding is at the discretion of the Trustees. Grants have previously been made for
up to £2,000. The application process is ongoing and interested applicants may
apply at any time.

Contact the Joseph Strong Frazer Trust for further information.
Joseph Strong Frazer Trust, Joseph Miller & Co., A Floor, Milburn House, Dean
Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 1LE.
Tel: 0191 2328065 Email: jsf@joseph-miller.co.uk
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Late St Patrick White Charitable Trust
The Late St Patrick White Charitable Trust offers grants to registered charities
working in the UK for general charitable purposes.

Funding is at the discretion of the Trustees. Previous grants have been made for less
than £10,000. Applications can be made at any time.

Groups should contact the Late St Patrick White Charitable Trust for further
information and details of the application process:
Late St Patrick White Charitable Trust, c/o HSBC Trust Company (UK) Ltd, Second
Floor, 1 The Forum Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham PO15 7PA Tel: 02380 722225
Lord Barnby's Charitable Foundation
The foundation awards grants to a wide range of organisations throughout the UK.
Funding is at the discretion of the Trustees. Previous grants have been for between
£250 and £10,000.

Applications can be made at any time and should be made in writing. Applications
should also include the following:
•

A brief description of the organisation and project.

•

A copy of the organisation’s most recent accounts.

For further information, please contact: Mrs C Thomason, The Lord Barnby's
Foundation, PO Box 442, Market Drayton, TF9 9EQ.

Rest-Harrow Trust
The Rest-Harrow Trust provides grants to charitable organisations in the UK for
general charitable purposes. Funding is at the discretion of the Trustees. Previous
grants have been for between £100 and £2,000. Applications may be submitted at
any time.

This Trust does not maintain a website or email address. Contact Rest-Harrow Trust
in writing for further information: Judith Susan Portrait, Rest-Harrow Trust, 21
Whitefriars Street, London, EC4Y 8JJ.
Ruth and Stuart Lipton Charitable Trust
The scheme is intended to support general charitable activities. Funding is at the
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discretion of the Trustees. Previous grants have been awarded up to £20,000. The
application process is ongoing and interested applicants may apply at any time.
Applicants should note that this trust does not have a website. Applicants are
advised to contact the Trust for further information.

Enquiries to: Ruth and Stuart Lipton Charitable Trust, Lewis Golden & Co, 40 Queen
Anne Street, London, W1G 9EL Tel: 020 7580
7313 Email: Charity@LewisGolden.com

£3 million Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund
Are you looking to refurbish your Village Hall?
DEFRA is currently delivering a Village Hall Grant Fund via our national body ACRE
and ourselves to support the costs of updating and refurbishing village halls and
community buildings across the country.

To date, two Sussex halls have been successful in progressing through the initial
Stage 1 part of the process and are now completing the full Stage 2 applications. We
wish them well with the process!

The scheme will fund up to 20% of eligible costs, with a minimum grant of £10,000
and a maximum grant of £75,000 payable. This means overall scheme costs would
be between £50,000 and £375,000. Greater emphasis will be given to applications
who have already secured most of the funding.

The grant aims to help fund the updating and refurbishment of village halls so that
they are fit for purpose and provide activities which seek to achieve one or more of
the following outcomes:
•

Improved health and well-being/reduction in loneliness

•

Demonstrates a positive impact on the environment

•

Supports the local rural economy
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How to Apply
Please download the guidelines and eligibility criteria before completing Stage 1 of
the application process.

Stage 1
There are two parts to Stage 1
•

Part A - Project Funding Form.

•

Part B - The Stage 1 Application Form.

Stage 2 - Full application
Following your Stage 1 application, please wait to be contacted and invited to submit
a full application to the 2nd Stage of the process. Further details will be provided at
that point.

If you have any queries please email VHIGFund@acre.org.uk

01.12.2019 from HDC
What’s on in the Horsham District
Your gui de to events and activiti es i n the H orsham Distric t

Light up Horsham
Every night in Horsham's Market Square
you'll be able to see a free 10-minute light show to celebrate
the end of Horsham District Year of Culture 2019. The shows
will run four times an hour from 4pm to 8pm and elements of
the show will change weekly.

Christmas Brass Band
Concert, Thakeham Village
Hall
December 7, 1.30-4pm
A joyful afternoon promising
Christmas classics, movie
tunes and Disney favourites.
Ticket price includes a hot
drink and a mince pie.
Book now
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Find out more

Christmas
entertainment in
Horsham
There's plenty going on in Horsham Town Centre this
December to get you in the Christmas spirit.
•

Festive markets every Saturday and Sunday

•

Christmas entertainment on the Bandstand

•

Carols in the Carfax on December 7

•

Horsham Churches Together Christmas Event
December 14 (complete with donkey and sheep!)

•

Santa's workshop in Swan Walk, December 14 and
15 (free but ticketed)

•

A brand new Christmas lights display

Find out more

Christmas tales by
torchlight

Warnham Discovery Trail
Warnham Local Nature
Reserve, open now
Our new children's activity
trail is now open at Warnham
Local Nature Reserve. Pick
up an activity pack and
become a Junior Detective:
it's the perfect winter walk for
the Christmas holidays.
Walk the trail

Christmas at Leonardslee
Lakes and Gardens
Throughout December
Horsham District Year of
Culture 2019 partner
Leonardslee Lakes &
Gardens has plenty going on
over the festive season.
Visit Santa's sleigh at
reception to collect a map
and track down his missing
reindeer, and pick up an
activity sheet to help Santa
find his elves. You'll also find
new additions to the Dolls'
House exhibition in time for
Christmas...
Plus, book now for a festive
Christmas afternoon tea.

This December West Sussex Libraries has organised special
Christmas story time events at libraries across the county.
Read favourite Christmas tales and take part in craft activities.
There are free events in Storrington, Henfield, Southwater,
Horsham, Billingshurst and Steyning.

More details
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Your gui de to events and activiti es i n the H orsham Distric t

02.12.2019 Email from SALC
Sussex ALC Bulletin
NALC Chief Executive Bulletin
Read the latest bulletin from Jonathan Owen, NALC CEO.
Updates this week include:
NALC Smaller Councils Committee
Star Council Awards winner on BBC’s Sunday Politics
NALC Elections
Blog response to community power
Section 137 limit for 2020-21
This week the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) notified
NALC that the appropriate sum for Section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (the
1972 Act) for parish and town councils in England for 2020-21 is £8.32 per elector – you can
read more here.
Operation London Bridge
Attached to this email you will find the presentation delivered by Trevor Leggo at our recent
Clerks Networking Day held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, East Grinstead. The document
contains details of action to be taken by Town and Parish Councils in the event of the death of
a senior member of the Royal Family – if you have any questions regarding Operation London
Bridge please contact Trevor Leggo at trevor.leggo@ssalc.co.uk
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Upcoming SSALC Training and Events
To view all upcoming SSALC training and events please visit
www.ssalc.co.uk
CiLCA Training Programme
Tuesday 4th February 2020 - 0930 until 1630
Roffey Millennium Hall, Horsham
further details, dates & booking form
Councillors Briefing & Awareness
Tuesday 11th February 2020 - 1800 until 2100
Uckfield Civic Centre, Uckfield
details, booking form & further Councillors training
Year End Finance
Wednesday
February 2020 - 1000 until 1300
Sackville House, Lewes
details, booking form & further finance training
12th

Chairmanship, Governance & Meetings
Thursday 27th February 2020 - 1000 until 1500
Sackville House, Lewes
further details, dates & booking form

2nd December 2019, email from HDC
Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.
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Monday, 2nd December, 2019, 11.56 am - Publication of plan: Forward Plan December 2019, Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
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