Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update 2 – 8 March 2020 (Agenda April 2020)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Jonna Foote
____________________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
____________________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rudgwick Hall car park/KGV access road potholes repaired
BT 2-year contract for telephone line/Broadband (JH/RH) and calls (RH) signed –
monthly saving of £36.50 p.m.
Valuation Office Agency form for KGV building ref Little Street completed and
submitted
Visits from contractors regarding water compliance plumbing work have taken place,
awaiting quotations
Water compliance inspection contract confirmed
Section 106 document for re-allocation of funds submitted to HDC
Section 106
Grasstex supported Open Space Warden with relocation of tree trunk
Kissing gate behind KGV building damaged beyond repair during last flood, to be
replaced with standard gate and increased signage to make public aware of flood
possibility and responsibility to supervise children at all times
End of Year – Internal audit visit has been confirmed for Wednesday 13 th March, 9.00
am
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•
•
•
•
•
•

KGV building water tank temperature issues – plumber had addressed this
Rudgwick Hall gents – cleaner reported new water pressure causing issues for urinal
overflow – plumber has addressed the problem
NS&I Investment account will attract a reduced interest rate of interest from
1.5.2020: from 0.8% to 0.6%
1 RH LED roof light not working replacement covered by installation insurance, to be
replaced 23.3.2020
Flooding issues for dwelling adjoining the field due to a drainage pipe on Council
land being blocked. Clerk arranged for contractor to address this (done within 3
hours).
Clerk has written to occupiers of all properties backing on to KGV field, asking to be
informed if flooding of back gardens was an issue.

Planning New Applications
Delegated Applications for noting at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th April 2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date
24.03.2020

DC/20/0414

The Oak House,
Lynwick Street,
Rudgwick

Erection of a timber framed carport
and store

DC/20/0410

Heathers Farm,
The Haven,
Billingshurst

Erection of a barn for stabling, feed,
bedding and equipment storage

24.03.2020

DC/20/0381

Millfields
Cottage
Horsham Road
Rowhook

Erection of an annex with glazed link
to the existing dwelling with
associated landscaping
and extension to carport to
accommodate an external WC and
store

24.03.2020

Applications for consideration at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th April 2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th April 2020
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application
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RPC Recommendation

HDC Decision

DC/19/2333

Quince Farm,
Naldretts Lane,
Rudgwick

Renewal of temporary
permission DC/14/1007
to live in mobile home
on site during self-build
(approved under ref:
DC/14/1295) for a
further 3 years

No objection

Permitted

DC/19/2487

Southdown House,
Church Street,
Rudgwick

Replacement of existing
entrance gates

No objection

Permitted

Appeals
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th April 2020
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Public
Inquiry/Written
Representation

Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th April 2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th April 2020

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council

Emails/correspondence from external organisations/people
02.03.2020, Email from UK Power Networks
UK Power Networks Roadshow
Dear Sir/Madam

Come and give your views on our priorities – and then join us for lunch and a tour of
Brighton i360
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UK Power Networks runs the local electricity distribution network, keeping the lights on for
over 8 million homes and businesses across London, the South East and the East of England.
We’re different from an electricity supplier; we maintain the local electricity network, including
poles and substations.
We’re delighted to invite you to our upcoming stakeholder roadshow.
We’d love to get your feedback on some of the work that we’re doing, and your views play a
vital role in shaping our future plans. Our roadshow is entirely free of charge and includes a
complimentary lunch and tour.
Date of our roadshow
Tuesday 17 March at Brighton i360, 9:30am - 1pm (followed by lunch and a tour)
Please let us know if you would like to attend, and whether you would like to have a
tour after lunch, by clicking here.
Details of the roadshow
We’ll be looking at:
-

Tackling Climate Change; our Green Action Plan
Supporting customers in vulnerable circumstances
Improving network resilience

Our roadshow will include break-out sessions with senior managers from across UK Power
Networks, covering topics that we think should be our top priorities.
Over lunch, you’ll have the opportunity to network with councillors, charities, our not-for-profit
partners and leading representatives from across local government and the energy industry.
Our roadshow will kick-off at 10am, with refreshments and registration open from 9:30am.
We’ll then wrap-up the talks at 1pm for lunch, networking and a tour of Brighton i360.
If you know of a contact or colleague that would be interested in joining us at our roadshow,
please do share this invite with them.
If you have any queries or need to let us know of any dietary or access requirements, please
get in touch at: stakeholder.engagement@ukpowernetworks.co.uk
Yours faithfully, Phoebe
Phoebe Ohene, Engagement Lead
UK Power Networks

02.03.2020 Email from HDC
TPO Details

Dated: 27th February 2020

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
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The
Oakfield, Cox Green, Rudgwick
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 2020

Tree preservation order number: TPO/1534

The Horsham District Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on them by
section 198 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 make the following Order
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Citation
1. This Order may be cited as the Oakfield, Cox Green, Rudgwick, Tree Preservation
Order 2020.
Interpretation
2. (i) In this Order “the authority” means the Horsham District Council.
(ii) In this Order any reference to a numbered section is a reference to the section
so numbered in the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 and any reference to a
numbered regulation is a reference so numbered in the Town & Country Planning
(Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012.
Effect
3. (i) Subject to article 4, this Order takes effect provisionally on the date on which it
is made.
(ii) Without prejudice to subsection (7) of section 198 (power to make tree
preservation orders) or subsection (1) of section 200 (tree preservation orders:
Forestry Commissioners) and, subject to the exceptions in regulation 14, no
person shall (a) cut down, top, lop, uproot, wilfully damage, or wilfully destroy; or
(b) cause or permit the cutting down, topping, lopping, uprooting, wilful damage
or wilful destruction of,
any tree specified in the Schedule to this Order except with the written consent
of the authority in accordance with regulations 16 and 17, or of the Secretary of
State in accordance with regulation 23, and, where such consent is given subject
to conditions, in accordance with those conditions.
Application to trees to be planted pursuant to a condition

4. In relation to any tree identified in the first column of
the Schedule by the letter “C”, being a tree to be planted
pursuant to a condition imposed under paragraph (a) of
section 197 (planning permission to include appropriate
planted.
provision for preservation and planting of trees), this
Order takes effect as from the time when the tree is
Dated this twenty seventh day of
February, 2020
THE COMMON SEAL of the
HORSHAM
DISTRICT COUNCIL was hereunto
affixed in the presence of:

Head of Legal & Democratic Services/6-hief Executive
(Authorised by the Council to sign in that behalf)

5

6

TREES SPECIFIED INDIVIDUALLY:
(encircled in black on the map)
T1: Oak

THIS IS THE PLAN REFERRED TO IN THE
HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL
Oakfield, Cox Green,
Rudgwick
509291E 134708N
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 2020
Reference No: TPO1534
Date: 26/02/2020

Scales: 1:1,000 & 1:10,000

Drawn : KA

Checked : WJ

Drawing No:
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Horsham District Council
Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham
West Sussex RH12 1RL.

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey map on behalf of
HMSO. © Crown copyright and database rights (2019). Ordnance
Survey Licence. 100023865

SCHEDULE
SPECIFICATION OF TREES
Trees specified individually
(encircled in black on the map)
Reference on map
T1

Description
Oak

Situation __________________
Position as indicated on map

Trees specified by reference to an area
(within a dotted black line on the map)
Reference on map
None

Description _________________ Situation _______
None
None

Groups of trees
(within a broken line on the map)
Reference on map

Description (including numbers Situation
of trees in the group)

None

None

None

Woodlands
(within a continuous black line on the map)
Reference on map Description _____________________ Situation _______
None
None
None
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)
These Regulations, which apply in relation to England only, substantially revoke and replace the Town
& Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999, to the extent to which they apply to England. They also
revoke the Town & Country Planning (Trees) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008 and the Town
& Country Planning (Trees) (Amendment No. 2) (England) Regulations 2008.
Part 2 prescribes the form of tree preservation orders and the procedure for their making, provisional
effect, confirmation, variation and revocation. The prescribed form is set out in the Schedule to the
Regulations.
Part 3 of the Regulations sets out prohibited activities in relation to a tree protected by an order and
exceptions. Under regulation 13 a tree protected by a tree preservation order may not be cut down,
topped, lopped, uprooted or wilfully damaged or destroyed without the consent of the local planning
authority, unless an exception applies. These exceptions are set out in section 198(7) and 200(1) of the
Town & Country Planning Act 1990, and in regulation 14 of the Regulations.
Section 198(7) provides exceptions relevant to section 39(2) of the Housing and Planning Act 1986 (c.63)
(saving for effect of section 2(4) of the Opencast Coal Act 1958 (c.69) on land affected by a tree
preservation order despite its repeal) and section 15 of the Forestry Act 1967 (c.10) (licences under that
Act to fell trees comprised in a tree preservation order).
Section 200(1) provides that a tree preservation order does not have effect in respect of anything done
by or on behalf of Forestry Commissioners on land placed at their disposal in pursuance of the Forestry
Act 1967 or otherwise under their management or supervision or anything done by or on behalf of any
other person under a plan of works approved by the Forestry Commissioners under a forestry dedication
covenant (as defined in section 5 of the Forestry Act 1967) or under conditions of a grant or loan made
under section 1 of the Forestry Act 1979 (c.21).
Regulation 14 contains exceptions to the requirement for consent and regulation 15 contains exceptions
for trees in conservation areas.
Part 4 of the regulations prescribes the procedure for applications for consent under tree preservation
orders.
Part 5 prescribes the procedure for appeals and for their determination. Regulation 19 grants a right of
appeal in respect of a refusal to grant consent, a grant of consent subject to conditions or a failure to
determine an application for consent within the prescribed time period.
In Part 6, regulation 24 provides for compensation claims, subject to exceptions, to be made where loss
or damage has been incurred as a consequence of a refusal to grant consent, a grant of consent subject
to conditions or a refusal of approval required under a condition.
Part 7 contains miscellaneous provisions. Regulation 25 provides that the prescribed time for the
purposes of sections 206(1 )(b) (replacement trees) and 213(1)(b) (enforcement of controls as respects
trees in conservation areas) is whenever the cutting down or uprooting of a tree is authorised only by
virtue of regulations 14(1 )(a)(i) or 14(1)(c) (dead or dangerous trees).
Regulation 26 revokes the Town & Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999, the Town & Country
Planning (Trees) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008 and the Town & Country Planning (Trees)
(Amendment No. 2) (England) Regulations 2008, subject to transitional, transitory and saving provisions
in respect of certain classes of order. This regulation also saves regulation 17 of the Town & Country
Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999 (amendment to the Town & Country Planning General Regulations
1992).
Under section 193 of the Planning Act 2008 (c.29), all tree preservation orders made prior to the date on
which these Regulations come into force take effect with the omission of all of their provisions other than
any that identify the order or identify the trees, groups of trees or woodlands to which the order applies.

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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A full impact assessment of the effect that this instrument will have on the costs of business, charities
and the voluntary sector has been prepared in relation to these Regulations. The assessment has been
placed in the Library of each House of Parliament and is published with the Explanatory Memorandum
alongside the instrument on www.leqislation.qov.uk. The assessment may also be accessed at
www.communities.qsi.qov.uk.

03.03.2020 Email from HDC Local Plan
To Members, Parish and Neighbourhood Clerks and Chairmen,
Please see below a courtesy copy of the latest newsletter sent to all those registered to receive details
and to make their views known on the Horsham District Draft Local Plan.
Kind regards,
Sarah.

Sarah Hogben
Communications and Marketing Officer
Telephone: 01403 215242
Email: Sarah.Hogben@horsham.gov.uk

Horsham District Council, Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1RL
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded) www.horsham.gov.uk Chief Executive: Glen Chipp

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

We're planning for the future
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Consultation on the Draft Horsham
District Local Plan continues
The public consultation on the Horsham District Draft Local Plan (Regulation 2018) is
continuing and we urge anyone interested in the Draft Local Plan to submit their
feedback, either online or printed, by 5pm on Monday 30 March.
Please note that we cannot accept anonymous comments or comments marked ‘private’ or
‘confidential’.
In order to view and comment on the Local Plan online you must be registered. Your contact
details will be used to notify you of later stages of consultation.
Please be aware that your name may be published against comments you have submitted
and your comments may be made available for the public to read as part of the Local Plan
preparation process.

How to have your say on the draft Local Plan

View and comment on the Draft Local Plan

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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Does the Draft Local
Plan represent Council
policy?
No! The Draft Local Plan is for consultation purposes only. This means that it does not
represent Council policy, and won’t yet have any significant bearing on decisions made on
planning applications.
Although potential sites are listed in the draft consultation document, the Council is
not proposing to allocate the sites in this consultation. These are the sites put forward
by developers and they each have been evaluated against a set of criteria. We are now
seeking public comment on them.
We urge people to not only comment on sites near them but to look at all the sites. The
decisions of the Council on the sites eventually to be allocated will depend on the feedback
we receive during this consultation.

What happens if we don't have a Local Plan?
If we don’t have a Local Plan we know from elsewhere that developers will most likely push
ahead with their proposals and are highly likely to have them granted at appeal. Without a
Local Plan for the District we:
•

would have no control over where the developments go,

•

We would not be able to try to ensure that jobs and homes are provided close to one
another, and

•

we could not ensure that we get the community benefits, transport upgrades and
wider infrastructure.

We know that the Government is requiring substantially more homes to be built nationally
and has given all local authorities a minimum number they have to provide each year – our
revised number is 965 homes. This in itself is an increase but, in addition, we have to work
with our neighbouring authorities to show how we can meet any housing needs that they
cannot provide themselves. This could well result in some of the very high housing numbers
that are included in the consultation document.

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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We will continue to challenge these housing requirements
Most recently, Horsham District Council's Leader and Cabinet Member met with MP's Jeremy
Quinn and Andrew Griffith to raise our concerns about how difficult and challenging it is to
meet the new housing requirements and to see what they can do to help.

Last chance to visit one of our
public drop-in events
We have been running a series of drop-in events across the District so we can talk to you
about the Draft Local Plan and explain the options we are consulting on. The final sessions
are at:
IFIELD: Tuesday 3 March, 4 - 8pm
Ifield West Community Centre
1A Dobbins Pl, Crawley RH11 0SZ
SOUTHWATER: 4 March, 4–8pm
Southwater Leisure Centre
Lardner Hall, Pevensey Road, Southwater. RH13 9XZ

What if I can't attend a drop in event?
If you have not been able to attend one of the six drop-in events across the District you can
view the exhibitions panels in Horsham Library between 6 and 30 March.
You can also view them online here:

Read the Draft Local Plan exhibition panels

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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A copy of the Draft Local Plan can be viewed online or at The Council office at Parkside,
Chart Way, Horsham, RH12 1RL(between 9 am and 5 pm on weekdays), and in all District
libraries. A copy has also been sent to each parish council.
Find your local library here
Contact your local parish council
We strongly recommend that you register online and submit your comments using the link
below. However if you are unable to comment online, a comment form is also available at the
above locations or can be sent to you. Te closing date for feedback is Monday 30
March. Email strategic.planning@horsham.gov.uk or call 01403 215100.

View and comment on the Draft Local Plan

Quick links
•

How to have your say on the draft Local Plan

•

Read a summary of the draft Local Plan

•

Read and comment on the draft Horsham District Local Plan

•

Read the Local Plan review evidence base

•

Read the Local Plan review Issues and Options

•

What is a Local Plan?

•

Local Plan review timetable

•

Local Plan glossary

•

Your questions answered

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
Contact Us

Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe | Help

03.03.2020 SSALC – Help NALC in its Ground-Breaking Research on Dementia/ Corona virus
information
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NALC's ground-breaking research on dementia

NALC and the University of Plymouth (UoP) are to undertake ground-breaking research on
dementia in local (parish and town) councils.
NALC and UoP believe that England's 10,000 local councils play an important role within
communities to offer solutions to help tackle dementia. The research will aim to find out
precisely what local councils are doing to help support their communities on dementia.
The research will begin on 24 February 2020 and will last around two months, closing on
17 April. In this period, an extensive survey will be completed by local councils. Once the
data is collected and analysed, a joint report will be published, which will summarise what
local councils are doing and give recommendations on what they can do to help make their
communities healthier.

If you have any questions, please contact NALC at claire.goldfinch@nalc.gov.uk or
on 0207 290 0314.

Complete survey

Copyright © 2020 National Association of Local Councils, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you opted in at our website, or requested to be added to the mailing list, or as a member
are obliged to be kept up-to-date on NALC matters.
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Our mailing address is:
National Association of Local Councils
109 Great Russell Street
London, WC1B 3LD
United Kingdom

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Anna Beams
Office, Training & Events Manager, SSALC Ltd
Direct Dial: 01273 830204
www.ssalc.co.uk

Follow us on twitter

Book now for NALC’s Spring Conference, taking place on 17 March
2020 in London. To find out more and to get your tickets go to
www.nalc.gov.uk/springconference

Suite C Second Floor, Sackville House, Brooks Close, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2FZ
(Registered Address)

We are receiving many enquiries regarding coronavirus and action that you
need to take, all we are able to advise at present is that you follow Government
guidelines as set out below, guidelines are updated when required so please
check the links below regularly.

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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Coronovirus – Latest Information and Advice
Coronavirus is of rising concern. While cases in this country are limited it could be
that the World Health Organisation could declare a global pandemic in the future
should the virus not be contained.
The UK Chief Medical Officers have raised the risk to the public from low to moderate
but the risk to individuals remains low.
The symptoms of coronavirus are:
•
•
•

a cough
a high temperature
shortness of breath

However, these symptoms do not necessarily mean you have the illness, the
symptoms are similar to other illnesses that are much more common such as cold
and flu.

Do I need to avoid public places?
Most people can continue to go to work, school and other public places.
You only need to stay away from public places (self-isolate) if advised to by the 111
online coronavirus service or a medical professional.

Call 111 if:
•
•
•

you think you might have coronavirus
in the last 14 days you have been to a country or area with a high risk of
coronavirus
you have been in close contact with someone with coronavirus

Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital, call 111 stay indoors and avoid
close contact with other people.
Tell 111 about any recent travel and any symptoms you have.
You can access further advice from the following links:

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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National Health Service advice on Coronavirus
Government advice on Coronavirus

03.03.2020 E-mail from SSALC – LATEST NALC CORONA VIRUS UPDATE
Yesterday NALC’s senior management team met to discuss the implications of the developing
Coronavirus situation and its impact on NALC’s work and resilience. There were a number of issues
from that meeting that we wanted to share with you:

Keeping up to date
The LGA has published a very useful list of different government advice sources
https://www.local.gov.uk/coronavirus-information-councils we would recommend taking a look at
Government advice at regular intervals. We all (NALC, CALCs and local councils) should be using
government advice to inform decisions and be checking that advice regularly.

NALC current activity
As the government advice currently is broadly business as usual, lobby day and the spring conference
will go ahead and we will write to National Assembly members and conference delegates accordingly.
We also still plan to keep any commitments to attend events and meetings across the country. Of
course, if government advice changes then we will reassess and communicate asap

Jonathan will be discussing with our Chair and Vice Chairs the proposal that we plan for the next cycle
of committee meetings to be by telephone conference only, with reduced agenda. We will confirm
with all committee members once a decision has been made.

Emergency preparedness
While we expect we will be able to continue to work as normal, it is worth preparing for all
eventualities.

Having considered our different communications channels, if there is a significant reduction in NALC
capacity then at a minimum we will keep the NALC website up to date with that information. This
would be the first port of call for any council wishing to know the status of NALC’s capacity. Most
likely this would be a clearly visible note on the homepage of our status. For communication with
County Associations – we expect we would always be able to maintain individual email contact
especially for any urgent correspondence.

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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We will also take an item to next week’s assembly proposing that depending on the severity of the
virus’ impact urgent decisions can be taken by the management board by phone/e mail or if the
situation deteriorates the CEO in consultation with the chairs and vice chairs. More information will
be provided in those papers.

Working with Government
We will also be engaging with Government on a range of issues – with particular emphasis that any
decisions about principal authority working eg holding of councils meetings or elections, are made
with the impact of local councils in mind as well. We will keep you updated on any developments.

Office, Training & Events Manager, SSALC Ltd

04.03.2020 E-mail from HDC – Spring Clean

Recycling and waste news
for the Horsham District

Renew or sign up to
garden waste collections
As spring approaches, there’s no better time to
renew or sign up to garden waste bin collections
for the year 1 April 2020 until 31 March 2021.
Sign up for just £41 per year for fortnightly
collections - that’s just £1.64 per collection!
(T&Cs apply)
If there is no garden waste bin at your property,
you will need to buy one. You can buy one at the
same time as signing up to the service. You can
sign up as many garden waste bins for collection
as you like. The cost drops to £31 per year each
for your second and any further bins.

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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Sign up to Garden Waste

Get involved in the Great
British Spring Clean
We now have some 4,500 volunteers across the
District who have now signed up to our litterpicking initiative Adopt a Street! Adopt a Street
is delighted to be joining Keep Britain Tidy this
year in calling on people across the country to
take pride and ownership in their community through the Great British Spring Clean, 20
March – 13 April 2020.
There are many ways that you can take part, whether hosting a clean-up in your local area,
joining a clean-up that is already taking place, or lending your support in another way such as
picking up litter while walking the dog or on the walk to school.
If you would like to take part, please get in touch. We will help you with advice and support
and through the loan of equipment to help you - whether it is bin bags or pick up sticks. But
hurry – our equipment supply is limited so please email us as soon as possible.
We'll also be running a special litter-picking event at The Carfax Bandstand on Thursday 26
March at 12pm. Come and join us! Contact Karen for more information.

Join the clean-up

Need a new bin lid? Order online
Due to the recent stormy weather, we've had reports in of bin lids going walkabout. If this has
happened to you, order a new bin lid online for free using our simple form.

Order a bin lid

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council
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Low-waste gifts for
Mother's Day
Mother's Day is Sunday 22 March, and soon the
shops will be filling up with gift options. Here are
some waste-conscious ways to treat the mums in
your life.
•

Bake a treat or cook a meal

•

Make memories together with an
experience day

•

Going for a card and chocs? Choose recyclable packaging and a non-glittery card

Think before you buy

Give your old clothes and tech
a second chance
Are you spring cleaning this month ahead of the Easter
break? Here's what to do with any unwanted items:
•

Donate to charity. If your items are still in
good condition, think about which charity might benefit from them. Take them to a
charity shop, or get in touch with an organisation directly about your donation. For
instance, local youth clubs may be interested in old games consoles.

•

Swap or sell: Take old clothes to a nearly new sale, which are particularly popular
for children's clothes. Websites like Freecycle are also useful places to find people
who might like your old things.

•

Take it to the HWRS: If it's broken beyond repair, please recycle your items at our
Household Waste Recycling Site. This is especially important for batteries, which
should not be placed in household bins.
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04.04.2020 Email from HALC – HDC consultation closing date 27th March

Horsham District Council Body Worn Cameras Consultation
February 2020
Horsham District Council would like to hear your views on a new trial of
body worn cameras.
Horsham District Council wants to improve travel for everybody, whether pedestrians,
cyclists, bus passengers, car or lorry drivers. Civil Enforcement Officers are vital to keep
traffic flowing safely and the transport network at its most efficient for all motorists. To help
manage traffic, including on and off Street parking restrictions.
Horsham District Council are preparing to launch Body Worn Video Cameras (BWVCs) for
use by its civil enforcement officers (CEOs) across the District from spring 2020. The
Council’s CEOs enforce the parking restrictions on street and within the districts car parks.
Body Worn Video Cameras
Mounted on the chest or head these devices capture video and audio. They are activated by
the officer when an offence has occurred or in situations where a recording may help improve
safety. The data is encrypted and stored on the device (officers are not able to view or edit
the footage) and transferred to a dedicated secure storage facility at the end of each shift
where it remains for no more than 30 days, unless required for investigation, before being
deleted.
Why are Body Worn Video Cameras required?
Staff safety and professionalism is of utmost importance. Recording devices provide a factual
record of events and have been shown to support staff in difficult situations and ensure a
positive outcome for all.
Horsham District Council wish to understand your views so they can be included in our
privacy impact assessment.
Email your comments to: Parking@horsham.gov.uk
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Following the trial, an evaluation will take place which will include how the equipment has
worked for the officers, the impact on incidents of aggression and assaults as well as the
results of the consultation.
Legislation and Statutory Guidance
The following legislation and guidance is applicable the use of BWVCs:
• General Data Protection Regulation. (GDPR). Data Protection Act 2018
• Freedom of Information Act 2000.
• Human Rights Act 1998.
• Protection of Freedoms Act 2012.
• Home Office Surveillance Camera Code of Practice.
• Information Commissioner’s Office In the Picture: A data protection code of practice for
surveillance cameras and personal information.
Dated 16th February 2020
Parking Services, Horsham District Council, Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

04.03.2020 Email from WSCC Town and Parish council news
Issue 13 | March 2020

COVID-19 - Guidance for Members
In response to the rise in COVID-19 cases (Coronavirus),
two of which are in West Sussex, we have created
guidance notes for Members to use when responding to
queries from residents.
Here you will also find our joint statement on the new coronavirus cases, with Surrey
County Council.

Fostering Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking
Children
January saw the launch of our new fostering
campaign Walk a Mile in My Shoes.
The aim is to encourage people to foster Unaccompanied
Asylum Seeking Children, who have fled their country of origin without the care or
protection of their parents.
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Fronting the campaign is Naqeeb, who sought asylum in the UK for a safer life when
he was 16. It also features Rose and Phil who, after attending the 'skills to foster'
course, became foster carers four years ago.
So far, several enquiries have been made and we hope it will continue to generate
more opportunities for these children to be looked after. Please help us keep the
momentum going by sharing our website with your communities:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/UASC.

Encouraging residents to take on the Super Six
As part of our Age Well campaign, we're focusing on the ways
that residents can be active in later life, throughout March.
Therefore, we're encouraging those aged 65 and above to
complete our Super Six exercises, in order to improve their
strength and balance, which could prevent a nasty fall.
More information on preventing falls can be found on our website.

Our latest communication
campaigns
Take a look at three of our latest
communication campaigns:
•
•
•

Coronavirus
Winter Ready
Budget 2020/21

Feel free to share these links, and the
information contained within, to help
keep your residents updated and informed.
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Have your say on local issues that affect you
Have your say on matters that affect you and your local
communities - and get your residents to do the same - by visiting
our Have Your Say Consultation Hub. From major road schemes and Joint Area
Action Plans, to premises licence applications and safeguarding in our schools; we
want to hear your residents' views to help shape future policy and decisions.
Our current consultations are:
•
•
•
•

Proposal to close Clapham and Patching C of E Primary School
Proposal to relocate and federate Warninglid Primary School
Proposal to close Rumboldswhyke C of E Infant School
Proposed addition of Specialist Support Centres within West Sussex

Go to the Have Your Say Consultation Hub for details of all of our current
consultations.

Your Voice: The People's Panel
Alternatively, encourage your residents to join Your
Voice: The People's Panel where they'll be regularly
consulted about a number of important local
issues. Once registered they'll receive links to surveys,
reports and outcomes and occasionally links to other
public surveys.
Find out more information and subscribe here.

Get in touch!
If you have any questions about what you've read, or
you'd like to share some of the work your town or parish
council is doing for us to highlight in future newsletters,
email us at:
townandparishcouncilnews@westsussex.gov.uk

Follow us on social media
Don't forget you can also follow West Sussex County
Council on social media for all the latest news and
updates. Just click on one of the social media links at the
bottom of this email.
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Do you have an event coming up?
If you would like to promote an event in your area you
can use the events calendar on our website.
You can search for West Sussex events here.

04.03.2020 Email from AIRS March Newsletter
View this email in your browser

VILLAGE HALLS & COMMUNITY BUILDINGS
NEWSLETTER - February/March 2020

The latest news from the AirS Village Halls & Community
Buildings Advisory Service
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Welcome to this month's edition of the newsletter and we have some exciting news
to share with you regarding our subscription service so please keep reading!

In this issue we will be covering:
•

Westhampnett Village Hall and its new owners

•

Village Hall Survey and why its so important that you complete in before the
deadline

•

What the AirS Village Agents have been up to in their communities

•

Coronavirus and the latest advice from Public Health England

.....and more, so please sit back and enjoy!

If you don't already, please do share this newsletter with all your committee
members and as always if you would like to contribute or have any queries regarding
any if the information detailed, please contact us at villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk

News from AirS’ CEO, Petrina Mayson
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AirS Village Hall & Community Buildings
Subscription Service
Expanded subscription service being launched for 2020/21
As you know the annual subscription year ends on 31st March 2020 and we are excited
to announce that we are expanding the service offer in 2020/2021 at no additional

cost to you!
Yes it’s true - having listened to your feedback, at the conferences and via the recent
survey, over the next few months we are extending the service to include:
•

A free online forum for you to network and seek advice direct from your
peers, as well as our experts

•

A comprehensive suite of new training opportunities on key topics such as
finance and health and safety (and subscribers get a discount!)

•

A ‘new look’ monthly bulletin and a larger quarterly newsletter

•

Every subscriber can opt to have a free link to their website on the AirS
website

•

Every subscriber can opt to have AirS promote them twice during the year
free via our social media platforms - and can even choose a special event
such as an anniversary if they have one planned!

•

A rolling annual subscription from the date of payment for a full year, rather
than being charged for a full year to March regardless of when you join

•

More networking events for you to meet with others facing the same
challenges as you

This is just the first stage in our plans for the service so we will be keeping you
updated on further new developments throughout the coming months and don’t
worry we will still be running the annual conferences (with 2 free places) and
providing the expert advice too.
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Please note that anyone with a 2019/20 subscription, your login password will be
deactivated on the 31st March 2020. Reactivation will occur once we have received
payment and all contacts on the application form will be notified of your new
password via email.

We do hope that you will remain a subscriber and look forward to continuing to
support you and your hall.

Focus on Village Halls

Westhampnett Community Hall
Parish Council take ownership of new hall

Massive congratulations to the community of Westhampnett, near Chichester, where
the Parish Council have taken ownership of a new Community Hall.

This lovely new hall was designed by a local architect and built by Reilly
Construction Ltd of Ford. It was funded by Developers' Contributions (Section
106 monies) generated by the building of new housing schemes in the village and
the Parish Council is continuing to build up a fund towards the fitting out, utilising
New Homes Bonus (NHB) monies.
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The Parish Council are extremely pleased with the construction company, who are
dealing with their snagging list promptly and professionally. They are also grateful
to GB-Sol, supplier of PV panels for a local solar farm, who kindly donated the PV
panels for the roof.

The Official Opening of the Community Hall took place on 30th November 2019, with
the ceremony performed by the Duchess of Richmond & Gordon.

The Parish Council is an enthusiastic committee of councillors and volunteers who
run the hall and are in the process of setting up the staffing arrangements for the
hall. Therefore, they would be grateful if any halls employing cleaning or other staff
under self-employed contracts could share the contractual arrangements with them.

They are also interested to hear if any halls run by Councils through a Council
Committee would be willing to share their terms of reference (or standing orders) for
the Committee.

If you can offer some guidance and information please send an email direct to the
clerk, Linda Lanham, westhampnettclerk@gmail.com, alternatively to
villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk and we will pass it on.

Insure your Village Hall becomes a trading name of Norris & Fisher
'Insure your Village Hall' Insurance

Norris & Fisher Insurance Brokers Limited have acquired 'Insure your Village Hall'.
All the Village Hall policies currently arranged with 'Insure Your Village Hall' were
transferred to the agency of Norris & Fisher with effect from 1st February 2020.
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Martyn Ingram at Norris & Fisher has explained they will maintain these policies with
Covea Insurance alongside their existing community buildings scheme with Ansvar
Insurance. Cover provided by 'Insure Your Village Hall' will be unaffected by this
change.
Saying; “Having a choice of insurers will enable Norris & Fisher to offer a wider
range of cover and policy options. Norris & Fisher are Chartered Insurance Brokers.
This award is given to firms who meet the rigorous criteria for professionalism and
capability.”

Inspire Leisure Grant
Funding are still available for halls serving communities in Arun

Funding is still available for any halls in the Arun District who are looking at capital
improvement works to their village halls, community centres and similar community
buildings.

Eligibility Criteria
1. Total project costs must be a minimum of £10,000 inc. VAT
2. The fund will not contribute towards the first £10,000 of any project costs and
will match fund any funds on a like-for-like basis raised over this threshold,
up to a maximum grant contribution of £15,000. For example, where a
project costs £38,000, applicants would be able to apply for a grant of up to
50% (£14,000) of the £28,000 above the first £10,000
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3. The fund will be available to charitable organisations and Community
Amateur Sports Clubs providing multi-purpose community facilities. Facilities
run by Parish and Town Councils or other statutory organisations will not be
eligible to apply to the fund
4. Priority will be given to capital projects which achieve one or more of the
following objectives:
•

Improve use by those who are disadvantaged (e.g. by reason of age,
infirmity or isolation)

•

Enable new use of the hall e.g. by a wider range of local organisations, or for
a new activity or service benefiting the local community, or enable use by
several different organisations at the same time

•

Improve energy efficiency and/or provide renewable energy at the hall

•

Address fundamental building related problems so as to create a facility
which is “Fit for Purpose”

Grant applications will be assessed at meetings of the Sussex Community Buildings
Advisory Group (held three times a year) and allocated until the fund is spent. Any
applications of an urgent nature may be considered by a specially convened panel.
Each applicant will be visited.

If you would like more information, please email us.

Free venues sought for trustee training
Can your hall help?

The Alliance for the Voluntary Sector CIC, based near Chichester, is looking for free
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venues so they can provide trustee training for churches and other charities. For
more information please click here

Details of events around the country already organised are here:

Allied Westminster's 'Wonderful Villages’ photo competition
Send your entry in now!

There is still time to submit your photo to Allied Westminster's 'Wonderful Villages’
photo competition.

The competition is not only designed to provide much-needed funds for winning halls
but also to emphasise the vital role that village halls play in building community spirit
within their villages.
The winners can win up to £1000 for their hall and £500 for the photographer so
please make sure you enter by the 15th March 2020.

If your hall would like to take part, please visit
https://villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photo-competition

Prize breakdown:
1st prize £1,000 for the hall - £500 for the photographer
2nd prize £500 for the hall - £250 for the photographer
3rd prize £250 for the hall - £125 for the photographer
4th prize £100 for the hall - £50 for the photographer
5th prize £50 for the hall - £25 for the photographer

You can also assist with the judging by voting!

Please visit: https://villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photo-competition and click the
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Vote tab. Then simply choose the photo that best exemplifies the theme:
‘Village Life - a photo which characterises the value of community in your
village’

Village Hall News from ACRE

ACRE Village Halls & Community Buildings Survey 2020
The ACRE Network needs your help for a crucial census

Further to recent communications regarding ACRES National Village and
Community Hall Survey the deadline to fill out the survey is the 31st March 2020.

Taking part in this survey is extremely important to the ACRE Network as the
information gathered is vital to secure funding for halls, funding for network services
and will ensure that the ACRE network’s services and the information adapts to the
ever-changing challenges facing halls and communities.

We need responses from all types of community halls including; village halls,
community centres, sports pavilions, church halls, churches providing community
use, Miners Welfare Institutes or WI halls that provide meeting facilities for the
community.

Please note that if you are a parish council/church who run several halls, please
email ACRE on contact@acre.org.uk, before filling out the survey, as they will send
you a specific link that will enable you to enter information for multiple halls.

This is an online survey but to make it easier you can download a PDF of the
questions and draft your answers in advance Download to preview the survey
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Instructions to help you complete the survey have been provided as part of the
survey but are also available to download by clicking the link Download survey
instructions

Link to the survey: Survey 2020

ACRE Calls for Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund to be extended
Please help ACRE secure another year’s funding

Our national body ACRE have recently submitted a proposal to the Treasury to
request that the Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund be continued for a further year
with an additional £3million in funding. A copy of ACRE’s letter and be found here

How you can help? Please help ACRE put pressure on the Treasury by writing to
your local MP asking them to express their support to the new Chancellor. To find
the details of your local MP, please click here

Focus on the Community

Wivelsfield Lunch Bunch Wood & Wildlife Craft Day
AirS Village Agent Chaira gets crafty with the kids of Wivelsfield
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The wild windy weather of the 20th February did not deter families of all ages from
attending the Wivelsfield Lunch Bunch’s Wood & Wildlife Craft Day and enjoying the
plethora of craft events and tasty home-made food.

The activities included decorating pots & planting them up with peas, clay montages
& modelling, pine cone bird feeders, string weaving & mobile making using natural
materials, Grass heads, Crafty (Egg Box) bugs and icing bug buns!
Following on from the very successful Wildlife in Wivelsfield family day that took
place in September 2019, the idea behind both events was to inspire families to
discover the wonders of wildlife and taking care of the natural environment, as well
looking to use natural materials for craft play.

With thanks to East Sussex County Council these events have been supported by
the AirS Village Agents via the Seed Corn Funding programme.

Lunch Bunch is a drop-in lunch club for mums, dads, grandparents and carers. It
runs every Thursday in term time, from 12pm to 2pm, at the Wivelsfield Church Hall.

For more information, please contact Sheila Blair, Email: sheila.blair@btinternet.com

Coronavirus (COVID-19)

If you are concerned about the outbreak of Coronavirus, please visit either the Public
Health England (PHE) website for the latest advice. Public Health England -
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Coronavirus
Alternatively the NHS website has useful guidance NHS COVID-19

PHE have also created a number of resources which you may find useful to display
in your hall.

To download them, please visit
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101-coronavirus-

Whilst there is currently no vaccine for coronavirus, there are some simple things
you can do to help stop germs like coronavirus spreading.

Do
•

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands)
when you cough or sneeze

•

Put used tissues in the bin immediately

•

Wash your hands with soap and water often – use hand sanitiser gel if soap
and water are not available

•

Try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell

Don't
•

Do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean

High Weald Listening Tour 2019 – Survey results published
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“People in the Wealden area are emotionally attached to the NHS as a
trusted brand”

AirS Village Agents, Karen and Laura were thrilled to be part of health and care
watchdog Healthwatch East Sussex’s High Weald Listening Tour last June. The tour
was part of programme designed to gain an insight into the public experiences of
health and care services, including the wider social elements of health.

The focus was various locations throughout the High Weald area of East Sussex,
including in the main towns of Crowborough, Heathfield and Wadhurst and the rural
villages in the surrounding areas including Frant, Groombridge, Mayfield, Forest
Row, Ticehurst, Burwash and Rotherfield and culminated in just under 10,000 people
surveyed.

Positive feedback included local pharmacists and the quality of care provided by the
local GPs, however many people found getting a GP appointment is a challenge.

If you would like to find out more about the results, please visit
https://healthwatcheastsussex.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Wealden-LTreport-FINAL.pdf
AirS’ involvement was to help deliver a programme of additional outreach in areas of
the High Weald where people may not normally come across Healthwatch East
Sussex.
The ‘High Weald Listening Tour One Year On’ event will be held in the summer of
2020 to review the report and to provide details back to the local communities what
has changed since this report.

Focus on Training

Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance Service for Horsham District Council

Page|
31

Finance Training for Village Halls & Community Buildings
Would you like to learn more about what it takes to get your hall
finances in tip top condition?

As part of the support package we are able to offer our subscribers, we have the
opportunity to provide village hall & community building finance training.
The training could be aimed at Treasurers and other members of the management
committee and we would love to hear your thoughts on what form this should take.
For example:
•

Would you like 1-2-1 support or would you find it more beneficial to have
group sessions or workshops?

•

What would you like us to cover? e.g. overheads, VAT & HMRC, balance
sheets, profit & loss and reporting?

•

Would you prefer online training?

•

Are you able to travel to training

•

Would your hall be willing to host our sessions?

Please let us know your thoughts by emailing villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk

AirS subscriber training coming your way
What are your training needs?

A part of our subscriber service expansion, we are looking at increasing the training
we offer. Therefore we would really appreciate your views on what training you
would like us to cover.

Please send your ideas to villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk

Coming soon….PAT Testing & Fire Safety Training – please look out for
further information
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Questions from the Halls

We are often asked questions by our subscribers that may be better placed being
answered by someone with direct experience. If you are able to offer guidance on
the below questions or if you have a question that you would like us to put to the
other village halls and community buildings, please email us.

Q: Can you provide advice about how to improve acoustics in our hall?
A: Tillington Village Hall, West Sussex used Woolly Shepherd:
https://www.woollyshepherd.co.uk/acoustic-survey/. We have also received an article
from colleagues in the ACRE network which is shared in the subscriber area of the
AirS website.

Focus on Funding
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This information has been gathered from various public and voluntary sector
newsletters and data sources, including East Sussex County Council, West Sussex
County Council and local CVS organisations. We are grateful for access to this
information. For more information please visit:
ESCC Funding News or West Sussex 4 Funding

Please note the closing dates for applications as some may have a short
deadline.

COUNCIL FUNDING:
•

East Grinstead Town Council

•

Haywards Heath Town Council

•

Burgess Hill Town Council

•

West Sussex County Council

•

Mid Sussex District Council

•

Rother District Council

Biffa Award - Community Buildings

Maximum value: £75,000
Grants are available for not-for-profit organisations to provide and improve
community buildings that are located within the vicinity of a Biffa operation in order to
‘act as mechanisms’ for community involvement.

Gatwick Airport Community Trust Fund

The minimum grant is £250. The normal level of grant, however, is between £1,000
and £5,000. Occasional larger grants may be considered if the impact is targeted to
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benefit a significant number of people and is considered to make a valuable and
noticeable difference longer term.

Projects must fall within the Trust's area of benefit which covers parts of Surrey,
West Sussex, East Sussex and Kent. In broad terms, the area is bounded by the
A272 to the south, the A283/A281 to the west, the A25 to the north, and the A21 to
the east.

The 2020 application programme is now open with an application deadline of 16th
March 2020. Tel: 07444 737518 Email: mail@gact.org.uk

Lloyds Bank Foundation

Deadline: Rolling
After a break of several months, the Lloyds Bank Foundation has relaunched its
grants programme with a ‘simpler, more flexible and transparent approach’ to help
smaller charities be stronger and more effective. It now offers a continuously open
application process, clearer turnaround times and grants worth up to £45,000 and
£100,000 available over three years (with the possibility of continuing to six years)
that can be used entirely for core costs, with charities able to flex how much they
spend each year

Sports England Emergence Flood Relief Fund

Sport England is offering up to £5k to pay for emergency repairs to help pitches and
facilities damaged by the effects of storms Ciara and Dennis.

SUEZ Communities Trust Landfill Communities Fund - Primary Fund (England)
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Maximum value: £50,000
Grants are available to non-profit making organisations in qualifying areas of
England for improvements to local community facilities, historic buildings and
structures, sport and recreation facilities.

Sussex Police Property Act Fund
The main aim of the fund is to support local projects undertaken by voluntary/
charitable organisations that solely benefit the communities of Sussex. The
maximum grant available is £500. Each application needs to be supported by a
Sussex Police officer or member of staff who has knowledge of the charity or
organisation. Applicants may apply at any time. 17 Applicants should contact their
local Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) to receive an application referral. Email:
pcc@sussex-pcc.gov.uk

Tesco Bags of Help Grants Programme
Maximum value: £2,000
Grants are available to support a wide range of community groups, organisations,
charities, schools and other not-for-profit organisations with capital improvement
projects for local community greenspaces in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland.

Veolia Environmental Trust
Maximum value: £75,000
Application deadline: 05/03/2020
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06.03.2020 NALC corona virus update

Chief executive's bulletin
Coronavirus

As the Coronavirus situation develops, we all should be using government advice to inform
decisions and be checking that advice regularly. The Local Government Association (LGA)
has published a very useful list of different government advice sources including for
employers. Additionally, you may find the advice from ACAS useful in considering any
employment-related matters that may impact your local (parish and town) council.

Where the law does not provide for a particular scenario (e.g. the holding of the annual
council meeting outside of the statutory timeframe, if the government advises against
meetings being held) we would be guided by the government as to what should happen.
We will be engaging with government on this and a range of other issues and will keep you
updated on any developments.

NALC itself as an organisation is affected and we have been revisiting our risk and
continuity plans accordingly. As the government advice currently is broadly business, as
usual, next week’s Lobby Day and meeting of National Assembly will go ahead, we plan to
hold our next cycle of meetings by telephone conference, but Spring conference has been
postponed (more on that below). We also still plan to keep any commitments to attend
events and meetings across the country. Of course, if government advice changes then we
will reassess and communicate as soon as possible.

While we expect to continue to work as normal, it is worth preparing for all eventualities.
Having considered our different communications channels, if there is a significant reduction
in NALC capacity, then at a minimum we will keep the NALC website up to date with that
information. This would be the first port of call for any local council wishing to know the
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status of our capacity.
NALC Spring Conference postponed

Yesterday we were informed that Aviva has taken the responsible decision, given its size,
to cancel for the foreseeable future all internal and external events at Aviva due to the risk
of Coronavirus. The Aviva City of London office remains open. As a result, NALC’s Spring
Conference due to be held on 17 March in the Auditorium of the Aviva City of London
office is being postponed, and will now take place at a later date to be confirmed. Given
the nature of the circumstances, and these being out of NALC’s control, we do hope those
scheduled to attend will understand. More details will be made available in due course.
NALC chairman meets Centre for Ageing Better and ACRE

It was another busy week of meetings for our chairman, Cllr Sue Baxter, here are a few
highlights:
•

On 2 March, Sue and I met colleagues from the Centre for Ageing Better at their
national steering group to discuss working together to promote age-friendly
communities, places where people of all ages are able to live healthy and active
later lives. As you would expect, our local councils are already getting involved
including in Melksham, Banbury and many on the Isle of Wight. And as the
population continues to age, local councils could play a big part in this initiative and
we explored possible areas of joint work. Do also check out this blog post on the
NALC website and let us know if you are participating in any age-friendly
initiatives.

•

Sue met the chairman of Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE),
Jeremy Leggett, on 4 March. ACRE is, like NALC, also a member of the Rural
Coalition, and discussions covered a range of issues including engagement with
the new government including the Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, Local Enterprise Partnerships, Shared Prosperity Fund, devolution and the
forthcoming white paper

LGC article by devolution minister

Staying on the subject of devolution, there was an encouraging article in LGC magazine by
Simon Clarke MP (Middlesbrough South and East Cleveland), the minister of state in the
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Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, whose brief includes devolution
and the ‘levelling up’ agenda.
The piece reports “Simon Clarke has promised that the upcoming English devolution white
paper will “unlock devolution” not only at the macro-level of mayoral combined authorities
but down to the town and parish councils”. This is consistent with a number of other
messages we have been picking up from a range of sources, including discussions with
officials and work we are doing to inform the forthcoming white paper.

There will be an opportunity to press this and the potential of the sector to build stronger
communities in discussions which we are hoping county associations and local councils
are having with your MPs. Representatives from the 43 county associations will be making
the case too at next week’s Lobby Day on 10 March in their meetings with so far over 50
Parliamentarians.
Improvement and Development Board

The Improvement and Development Board met on 4 March at the NALC office for its first
meeting of the year, here’s a summary:
•

Congratulations to Sally Longmate (Suffolk) and Alison Robinson (Gloucestershire)
for being appointed as new county officer representatives to the Board, along with
Wendy Amis (Derbyshire) who has been appointed deputy county officer
representative

•

The Board considered a proposal from Chris Wayman (Worcestershire) and John
Crossling (Warwickshire and West Midlands) for councillor training, with both
joining the meeting via teleconference. This would involve having a national
framework for what councillors should be trained in and also integrating a
Continuous Professional Development scheme for councillors. Whilst the scheme
is at a developmental stage, the Board endorsed the proposal and will provide
support as it develops.

•

There was an update on improvement and development projects including the
Local Council Award Scheme, with notification some councils were coming to the
end of their four-year accreditation, plus an update on good progress on the Local
Council Award Scheme national accreditation panel; and on the Certificate in Local
Council Administration, the Board acknowledged the best performing counties
comprising Sussex and Surrey, Essex and Norfolk, noting Leicestershire and
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Rutland continues to have a strong record for registration to passes conversions.
Well done to those county association colleagues!
And finally…
Some good media coverage from the BBC last weekend. Frome Town Council’s awardwinning Community Fridge featured in Countryfile’s story on food poverty in rural areas
and food banks. Sunday Politics North East covered our ‘toilet tax’ campaign including
an interview with Richard Holden MP (North West Durham) and also co-chair of the AllParty Parliamentary Group on local democracy. And Bungay Town Council were on the
Politics Show East talking about the high street and empty shops, the expanding role of the
town council including taking on more services, and a call for better contact with the county
council on highways issues.

06.03.2020 HDC North Horsham CLC meeting
Committee Agenda
You are subscribed to receive North Horsham County Local Committee email alerts on the
West Sussex County Council website.
The agenda for the meeting of the North Horsham County Local Committee to be held on 16
March 2020 has been published and is available on our website.
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06.03.2020 Email from AiRS – Membership

Re Membership of Action in rural Sussex

I would like to begin by thanking you for the support you have given to Action in rural
Sussex (AirS), via your membership. With your support, AirS has continued to work
with rural communities across Sussex since 1931, in a wide variety of ever changing
ways, and the need for the charity continues to increase.

One of AirS’ strengths has been our ability to create and maintain networks between
diverse stakeholders and to identify our common ground. In order to do this we need
to retain, truly engage with and indeed grow, an accessible and diverse membership
so that we can accurately identify needs, and sustain and expand our services.

Having given this matter much thought, I am delighted to advise you that we have
decided to make membership of AirS free from April 2020 onwards.

I realise that this may seem a strange move, against a background of increasing
funding cuts and reduced services, but we are doing it to ensure we have maximum
engagement with those who care about, know about and/or are responsible for rural
services.

Furthermore we are now going to engage with our members throughout the year
(rather than just inviting you to the AGM) via a monthly emailed newsletter, to keep
you fully informed of our work and plans.

In order to make sure that we have accurate contact details for you, that we comply
fully with GDPR and that you have signed up to your responsibility as a member; we
are attaching a membership application form which we need EVERY member to
complete and return to us.

I very much hope that will enjoy working with us at the beginning of this new decade,
as Action in rural Sussex starts to implement other exciting changes that we hope, will
be welcome to you and/or those you represent.

Of course, as a charity, we would very much value your ongoing financial support and
therefore ask that you give consideration to continuing it, but as a donation. You can
do this either by continuing with your direct debit, sending us a cheque or making an
online donation via our website. Every donation we receive will help us continue to
make a difference to rural lives across Sussex.
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I look forward to continuing to work with you on making sure that no Sussex resident
or business is disadvantaged by their location, and to meeting you during the coming
year.

Yours sincerely,

Petrina Mayson

06.03.2020 Email from SSALC – Dormant Asset Scheme
The Treasury has issued a policy consultation in which the Government is proposing to expand the
dormant assets scheme. The government is proposing to expand the dormant assets scheme to
include a wider tranche of otherwise idle assets which may be put to better use for good causes.

Context & proposals

A range of assets were considered for inclusion in any expansion of the dormant assets’ scheme
based on genuine dormancy and particpants’ willingness to transfer them. The new scheme would
likely include - dormant bank accounts, insurance policy proceeds, share proceeds and unit proceeds
(all dormant). Investment asset proceeds and distributions would also likely be included, as would
certain other dormant asset distributions. Expending this scheme would also need to provide
proportionate improvements to consumer protection, also NALC is minded to highlight in a short
response:

1. That many so called assets which principal authorities transfer to local councils are in fact
liabilities and dormant assets should be exempted from being transferred to local councils as
a result of local government re-organisation and new council creation;
2. Local councils still have to pay business rates on public conveniences they own or manage
(whether these are assets or liabilities) so the Treasury should consider as part of this
consultation how it intends to factor into the scheme physical assets such as public
conveniences which principal authorities do not want to run and which local councils cannot
afford to manage to the toilet tax and other financial burdens; &
3. That local councils still also have to pay business rates on many other assets or liabilities they
own or manage (such as village or community halls for instance). The Government should
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also consider when wider physical liabilities in parished areas which are not owned by a
principal authority or a local council – become dormant – how they are managed locally and
financially.

Consultation questions

NALC will be responding to the below consultation questions and is interested in the sector’s views:

Question 1: Do you have any comments on the proposed scope of assets in an expanded scheme
(subject to ensuring tax neutrality) ?

Question 2: Do you have any comments on the proposed definitions of assets? These definitions
should be read in the context of proposed definitions of dormancy and eligible participants; &

Question 6: Are there any other assets that the government should consider for inclusion in an
expanded scheme?

Your views
Please email your responses to this consultation to chris.borg@nalc.gov.uk by 17.00 on Friday 27
March, 2020.

Anna Beams
Office, Training & Events Manager, SSALC Ltd
Direct Dial: 01273 830204
www.ssalc.co.uk

Follow us on twitter

Book now for NALC’s Spring Conference, taking place on 17 March
2020 in London. To find out more and to get your tickets go to
www.nalc.gov.uk/springconference
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Suite C Second Floor, Sackville House, Brooks Close, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2FZ
(Registered Address)
Company No. 8512101 Registered in England

06.03.2020 Email from HDC Newsletter

Latest news
and information

Get involved in the
Great British Spring
Clean
We now have over 4,500 volunteers across the
District who have now signed up to our litter-picking initiative Adopt a Street!
Adopt a Street is delighted to be joining Keep Britain Tidy this year in calling on people
across the country to take pride and ownership in their community through the Great British
Spring Clean from 20 March – 13 April 2020.
There are many ways that you can take part, whether hosting a clean-up in your local area,
joining a clean-up that is already taking place, or lending your support in another way such as
picking up litter while walking the dog or on the walk to school.
If you would like to take part in the Great British Spring Clean this year please do get in
touch. We will help you with advice and support and through the loan of equipment to help
you in your work - whether it is bin bags or pick up sticks. But hurry – our equipment supply is
limited so please contact us as soon as possible.

Get involved
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New tennis league for
Horsham this spring
We are working with national organisation Local
Tennis Leagues Ltd to launch an exciting new tennis
league in Horsham Park this spring. The Local
Tennis League concept is all about creating more
opportunities for people to play a tennis match in
their local park environment.
If you have been meaning to get back into tennis or would like to meet new people to play,
why not give it a go! Entries for the first league close 30 March.

Read more

Council planners
nominated for
prestigious planning
industry award
Our Planning Development team have been named as finalists in the category for Excellence
in Planning for Health and Wellbeing at the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) Awards
for Planning Excellence 2020. This is the second year the team has been shortlisted in
these national awards.

Read more

A Life in Art, new
exhibition at Horsham
Museum & Art Gallery

Mass attendance at
Horsham
Apprenticeship Fair

Horsham Museum & Art Gallery, in
conjunction with Toovey’s, are delighted to
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showcase her remarkable art in the new
temporary exhibition Alison MilnerGulland a Life in Art, as she celebrates
her 80th birthday.

Exhibition details

More than 500 people visited Horsham’s
Apprenticeship Fair this year, which took
place last Saturday 29 February.
The event, organised by Horsham District
Council, in partnership with West Sussex
County Council aimed once again to
provide a platform for anyone wanting to
find out about apprenticeships and the wide
ranging types and levels of opportunities
being offered.

Read more

07.03.2020 Email WSCC Funding News

West Sussex 4 Community
Funding Alerts and News for the VCSE Sector
Dear Jonna Foote,

Funding News
Registering for the funding news service ensures you are kept up to date with the latest funding
news. The following news articles have been published in the last week. To view the full details of
any news article, simply click on its title.
05/03/2020: Biffa Award's Partnership Grants Scheme Accepting Applications
05/03/2020: Funding to Help Reduce Electrical Fires in Homes
03/03/2020: 2020 Call for Project Proposals of EU Health Programme Open
03/03/2020: Barclays Announces £50 Million Fund for Businesses Hit by Flooding
03/03/2020: Launch of Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 (IMI 2) Call 21 to Combat
Coronavirus
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Your Funding Alerts
Funding alerts allow you to receive email notifications if new funding opportunities arise which
match your search requirements. To setup a funding alert, simply run a search for funding on the
site. When you are viewing search results press "Save Search". There is an option to receive
funding alerts at this stage so make sure this option is ticked.
You can also set up funding alerts for a search you have already saved by enabling email alerts in
the "Saved searches" area on the site.
There have been no funding changes that match your profile.
Regards,
The West Sussex 4 Community team

09.03.2020 Email from HDC – Planning Advisory Service Review
To all Parish and Neighbourhood Councils

Dear all
You may recall that late last year we commissioned the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) to
provide an independent review of our planning compliance service. As part of the review PAS
visited the Council offices and spoke to a number of officers and members. All Parish and
Neighbourhood Councils were also invited to meet with PAS representatives and the meeting
was well attended. Thank you to those you did attend and contribute to the meeting.
We have now received the final report from PAS, which I attach for your information. In the
intervening period since we have received the report we have been considering the report
and in particular the recommendations that it makes.
Overall the report is considered to be positive and demonstrates that we do have a
successful planning compliance function. Some of the key comments from the report to
demonstrate this point are considered to be:
Para 4.3.. the team were satisfied that the Council seemed to be taking a reasonable
approach to decisions around whether to take action and if so the nature of that action. The
emphasis in trying to remedy breaches through negotiation wherever possible is an entirely
reasonable one. The comparative data prepared for the Council’s Strategic Planning and
Development Management Productivity Review (June 2018) demonstrates that the Council
not only investigates more complaints than the majority of the comparator authorities
identified, but also that it has not shied away from taking enforcement action when required
(20 notices in 2016/17)
Para 3.3.. there is a clear objective to be a high performing authority that is prepared to take
what action is necessary..
Para 3.5.. the presence of a dedicated resource responsible for conditions monitoring and the
fact that the Council monitors all conditions are clear demonstrations of the Council’s rigorous
approach to this area of work.
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Para 3.7 The staff feel well supported by their managers and are afforded adequate
opportunities for training.
The report does though discuss and suggest a number of recommendations in terms of
improvements that could be made to the service, which we have been considering. I will
detail these below along with some commentary in terms of actions on each point.

Recommendation
Action
1

Additional resource needed to allow
the Planning Compliance Manager to
dispense with her personal caseload
and provide more time for strategic
management.

A senior compliance post will be created
within the team. This will provide the needed
additional resource. This post will be
advertised shortly

2

Amendment to the constitution to
enable greater authority for decision
making within the service and the role
of Legal services in the process should
also be reviewed.

When the Compliance Team Leader has less
caseload through the implementation of 1)
above they will have more capacity to be able
to authorise enforcement action. A function
currently carried out by the Head of
Development. Further discussions are taking
place with legal services to identify how
compliance and legal can work better
together, including how compliance send
legal instructions and a clear guide to
expected timescales for each type of action.

3

The Local Enforcement Plan should be
reviewed to incorporate service
objectives, a review of its style and
structure, re-prioritisation of cases and
other service indicators and targets.

When the Compliance Team Leader has less
caseload through the implementation of 1)
they will lead on a full review and redrafting
of the Local Enforcement Plan. Any amended
document will need to be considered by
Cabinet and we will consult with stakeholders
regarding what content would be most
useful.

4

Processes for discharge of conditions
should be refined/streamlined and
greater back up/knowledge sharing in
this area and in CIL.

We undertake a yearly review of conditions,
seeking to ensure that the conditions we use
meet the 6 tests as set out in planning law.
Another review is due to commence again
shortly, and will include an assessment of real
cases. We continue to provide wider CIL
training within the Department and we have
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identified a number of ways to streamline
CIL. Some of these will though need to be
explored further when we fully review the CIL
charging schedule after the local plan has
been adopted.
5

Cases where it is not expedient to take If a very minor breach is identified and a
planning application is not invited the case is
action should be closed more quickly.
usually closed quickly. If though a planning
application is invited it is considered to be
important that the case remains live and the
compliance team track the submission of a
case and its decision. This is because it is
important that a planning application is
submitted, because even if it is acceptable, it
is probably only acceptable with certain
condition restrictions. We do not therefore
consider the current process needs to change
with regards to this recommendation.

6

Provision of better access to digital
information both internally and
externally.

When the Compliance Team Leader has less
caseload through the implementation of 1)
they will instigate a full review of the Councils
webpages for planning compliance with
support from the Communications team.

7

Improve interaction and
communication with Parish Councils
building on recent improvements.

We need to build on the success of recent
training events held for District members and
Parish Councils. When the Compliance Team
Leader has less caseload through the
implementation of 1) this is an area they will
focus on.

8

Increased use of PPAS and to ensure
s106 monitoring fees are reinvested
into the service to bolster resources.

The Government changed the legislation in
September last year to enable Councils to
collect money for monitoring fees as part of
S106 legal agreements. Going forward,
particularly for any new strategic sites, we
will need to ensure the monitoring fees
secured cover the cost of the of the work
involved. This may require additional
resourcing which could be funded from the
legal agreements.

We have considered the recommendations and the suggested actions carefully and we do
see this as a positive way forward in continuing to provide and improve this important service.
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I am of course happy to answer any specific questions you have on the report. Our focus at
present will be on recruitment as identified above. Once this is in place we will be consulting
with Parish and Neighbourhood Councils, where relevant, in order to fully explore and
implement the other recommendations as detailed above.
Kind regards
Emma

Sent by Stacey Dickson on behalf of Emma Parkes

Emma Parkes
Head of Development

Horsham District Council, Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1RL
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded) www.horsham.gov.uk Chief Executive: Glen Chipp

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE

Review of Planning Compliance Service for
Horsham District Council
December 2019Planning Advisory Service Review of Planning Compliance
Service for Horsham District Council
1

Introduction

1.1

The Planning Advisory Service (PAS) is part of the Local Government Association. PAS
provides high quality help, advice, support and training on planning and service delivery to
councils. Its work follows a ‘sector led' improvement approach, whereby local authorities help
each other to continuously improve.

1.2

The team who carried out this review were Tim Burton and Rajinder Reddi. Tim is a Chartered
Town Planner currently working as a contractor for PAS having previously been Head of
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Planning at two district authorities in Somerset. Rajinder is a planning enforcement expert who
leads the enforcement team at Warwick District Council.
1.3

The scope of the review was agreed with Emma Parkes who is Head of Development at the
Council and seeks to address the following:
• Service objectives
• Performance
•
Effectiveness of the Council's Local Enforcement Plan
• Community Engagement

1.4

The team visited the Council on December 2nd and 3rd 2019 and carried out interviews with the
Head of Development, all staff currently working on compliance matters, planning officers, key
members including the Leader of the Council and Planning Portfolio Holder. They also met staff
working on environmental health and legal matters alongside the compliance team.A discussion
was held with
representatives from a number of Parish Councils (all Parish Councils were given the
opportunity to participate).

2

Executive Summary
Overall the compliance service is performing well and no serious issues were found around
the Council's approach to compliance or in terms of performance. Service delivery is
centred around a shared objective to be a high performing service with a focus on
addressing the demands of the major planned housing growth the area faces. The review
team heard a widespread consensus that the quality of service provided is improving. Staff
are well supported, aligned and trained and relationships within the team and with
colleagues appeared to be very good. The Council's approach to enforcement action is well
aligned to government guidance. However, caseloads are high and additional resources
will be required if performance is to continue to improve. A risk was identified associated
with future performance as a result of an emphasis upon informal relationships rather than
agreed procedures. Whilst there is evidence of recent improvement in communication with
Parish Councils there remains a need to improve relationships.

3

Objectives

3.1

The review sought to answer the following questions: Does everyone share the same objectives
and is the service aligned to overall planning and corporate objectives?

3.2

Government policy on planning enforcement matters is set out in the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) which was last updated in July 2019. This states that “effective enforcement
is important to maintain public confidence in the planning system. Enforcement action is
discretionary, and local planning authorities should act proportionately in responding to suspected
breaches of planning control” (paragraph 58).

3.3

From the interviews with both Councillors and staff it was apparent that there is a clear objective
to be a high performing authority that is prepared to take what action is necessary to seek
compliance, whilst at the same time being mindful of the policy advice referred to above.

3.4

Resource limitations dictate that local planning authorities are rarely able to provide a proactive
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compliance service that actively monitors all development carried out. At Horsham there is a
particular focus on monitoring conditions and planning obligations. These are areas of particular
importance in areas of major housing growth and therefore it was concluded overall that resources
are well aligned to the Council's priorities. Workloads for the officers carrying this work are already
high. The increasing number of developments being carried out that are CIL liable will also
increase the workload of the team. This is a potential point of strain in respect of resource
provision.
3.5

A significant proportion of local planning authorities operate on the basis of a reactive approach
to the monitoring of conditions only. Therefore, the presence of a dedicated resource responsible
for conditions monitoring and the fact that the Council monitors all conditions are clear
demonstrations of the Council's rigorous approach to this area of work. To ensure this remains
manageable, the Council needs to be mindful that it should only impose conditions that are
necessary and can be enforced. A review of processes around condition discharge and monitoring
would ensure that the limited resources available to monitor conditions is used as effectively as
possible.

3.6

Monitoring clauses are included within S106 agreements, but it was unclear to the review team
how this money was reinvested in the service. With a number of large- scale developments in the
pipeline, there would appear to be an opportunity to fund additional resource as a component of
Planning Performance Agreements (PPAs) as well as S106 clauses.

3.7

The staff feel well supported by their managers and are afforded adequate opportunities for
training.

3.8

Comments relating to the Council's Enforcement Plan are covered in more detail in section 5 of
this report, but reference is made here as the review team felt that there is a missed opportunity
to outline the service's priorities within the document, the plan being currently focused primarily
on procedure.
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Performance

4.1

The review team were asked to consider whether the Council's approach to what it enforces
P a g e |(and
1 there is
what it doesn't) is reasonable; whether realistic service standards are in place; whether
sufficient resource available to meet the service standards; are those resources organised
appropriately; are the administrative processes efficient and are they aligned to the required
outcomes; and how does the approach and performance at Horsham District Council compare with
that of similar local planning authorities?

4.2

As has already been explained in section 3 of this report, planning enforcement action is
discretionary and decisions should be based upon the principles of expediency and proportionality.
Whilst some Councils claim to adopt a zero tolerance approach, in reality this is impractical, both
in terms of the resource that would be required to address all breaches of planning control and
also due to a conflict with central government advice (making any such Council vulnerable to loss
at appeal with substantial risk of costs being awarded against it for unreasonable behaviour).

4.3

Whilst the scope of the review hasn't allowed a detailed assessment of individual cases the team
were satisfied that the Council seemed to be taking a reasonable approach to decisions around
whether to take action and if so the nature of that action. The emphasis in trying to remedy
breaches through negotiation wherever possible is an entirely reasonable one. The comparative
data prepared for the Council's Strategic Planning and Development Management Productivity
Review (June 2018) demonstrates that the Council not only investigates more complaints than the
majority of the comparator authorities identified, but also that it has not shied away from taking
enforcement action when required (20 notices in 2016/17).

4.4

The Local Enforcement Plan currently sets out four levels of priority for investigation, but from
discussion with officers it became apparent that there are in effect only two. The Priority 1 category
for immediate action does represent those matters that the review team felt should be highest
priority, and therefore there is no reason not to adopt an approach comprising two levels of priority
only (ie. Category 1 and the rest).

4.5

One factor in the high figures for caseloads of enforcement officers appears to be cases where the
Council has already determined that it would not be expedient to take formal action, but the cases
are kept open pending the submission of an application to regularise matters. Whilst it is recognised
that some developments may only be acceptable subject to the imposition of conditions, this is
often not the case. It is recommended that these cases are closed immediately the decision not to
take action has been taken.

4.6

The Compliance Team Leader (Madeleine Hartley) currently has a caseload of her own as well as
responsibility for day to day management of the service. The review team did not feel that this was
sustainable and that it was important that the post holder had more capacity to oversee the
strategic direction of the service, to improve liaison with stakeholders and to review and reflect
upon outcomes. Additional resource will be required if this is to happen.

4.7

The service appears to be very reliant upon relations between individual members of staff and this
has inherent risk associated with it, particularly if key members of the team leave or are absent for
a prolonged period. For example, Madeleine Hartley was described as the go to person by a large
number of those interviewed. A more rigorous approach to individual responsibility for cases, based
upon a clear set of procedures would ensure a wider sharing of knowledge and responsibility. This
would give more resilience in the event of staff turnover or absence, as well as freeing up capacity
for the Compliance Team Leader. A wider reassessment of responsibilities should also lead to
significant improvement in performance. Examples of this could include Compliance Officers
drafting their own notices, or by having the capacity within the planning service to be able to draw
plans for notices.

4.8

It was suggested that there is duplication of work at times with the Council's Legal services and
that officer reports could be used as a template enabling the preparation of notices within the

1

service avoiding delay that occurs passing files to the Legal Team for issue.
4.9
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matters to officers, information relating to the level at which these decisions are made
easily available. This should be rectified. It is also recommended that there is a review of the levels
at which decisions are made, with sign-off of decisions being made within the planning service
wherever possible.

4.10 The number of on hand cases per officer at Horsham was considered to be too high, but is not
unusually so when compared to other similar Councils contacted. The review team's opinion is that
to provide a more efficient and effective service the Council should be seeking to reduce this to a
figure closer to 50 cases per officer.
5

Local Enforcement Plan

5.1

The review seeks to provide comment and advice on the Council's Enforcement Plan and in
particular whether the Plan is aligned to objectives, is it comprehensive enough and is it effective
as a means of managing expectations?

5.2

The NPPF advises that local planning authorities ”should consider publishing a local enforcement
plan to manage enforcement proactively, in a way that is appropriate to their area.” Notwithstanding
this advice a significant proportion of Councils do not have such a plan in place. Horsham District
Council does have a Local Enforcement Plan which was published in March 2016.

5.3

The Plan sets out procedures for dealing with complaints and outlines the Council's general
approach to planning compliance. The content of the plan provides useful information, but it does
not currently include the high-level objectives for the service. Furthermore, the document's
structure and style do not make it easy to read and as a result it feels unnecessarily long. The
review team concluded that the Plan would benefit from being redesigned to direct readers more
easily to the information they need. The redesign should result in a document that is more effective
when being read online enabling readers to access the information they need, rather than them
having to read the entire document.

5.4

As was outlined in paragraph 4.4 the service standards do not match practice. The review team
felt that officer's approach to prioritisation was a reasonable one and that the Local Enforcement
Plan should be amended to reflect that. Furthermore, these standards represent initial investigation
only and that further standards might be included to cover other stages of the investigation. These
might include targets as follows:
•
Following a site visit the notifier will be contacted within 5 working days.
•
Close file within 15 working days where there is no breach of planning control
and inform the notifier.
• Close file within 20 working days where there is a breach of planning control but it is not expedient
to take action and inform the notifier.
• Where a breach is established and it is necessary to take action, action will be taken within 25
working days. The notifier to be updated of the Councils decision to take action.
• Where legal action is proposed, the relevant papers will be provided to Legal Services within 20
working days and the decision.

5.5

Planning enforcement can be a protracted process for reasons that are often outside of the local
planning authority's control. The Plan could be a better tool for managing expectations including,
for example, setting out the timescales for the determination of appeals.

6
6.1

Community Engagement
The review team were asked to give a view on the effectiveness of the Planning Compliance
service in meeting the needs of stakeholders and whether those stakeholders' expectations are
being managed effectively.

2

6.2

As has already been referred to in paragraph 4.3 the Review Team were generally satisfied that
the Council was taking a reasonable approach in terms of what is enforced and what is not. No
Page|
evidence was found that cases were not being pursued that justified enforcement action.

3
6.3

Notwithstanding these findings, this remains the perception of many Parish Councils. The wide gap
between expectations and delivery in some cases is resulting in a lack of trust.

6.4

The Council has recently provided training to its own Councillors as well as to Parish Councils. The
Parish representatives who spoke to the review team considered that this had been helpful to their
understanding and should be built upon. Whilst the relationship between some officers and some
Parish clerks were referred to positively, this is an area that the Planning Compliance Team Leader
might wish to work on further.

6.5

As all compliance matters are delegated to officers, Councillors do not appear to be fully aware of
the workloads officers face or of key issues that arise. Regular reporting would help manage
expectations, as would providing publicity for successes. Many local planning authorities produce
weekly lists of new enforcement cases. Whilst Councillors need to be aware of the potential
sensitivity associated with providing them with this information, there is no reason why these lists
should not be circulated or made available to them in some form. The recent training event did
represent a good start in terms of wider understanding of the pressures the service has to
encounter and as stated in para 6.4 it was particularly welcomed and appreciated by those Parish
Councils present. Therefore, it is recommended that these become a regular fixture in the Council's
calendar.

6.6

Other than the Local Enforcement Policy there is little relevant information available on the
Council's website. More room could be made available on the website to facilitate this.

7

Key Recommendations
1.

Additional resource needed to allow the Planning Compliance Manager to dispense
with her personal caseload and provide more time for strategic management.

2.

Amendment to the constitution to enable greater authority for decision making within
the service and the role of Legal services in the process should also be reviewed.

3.

The Local Enforcement Plan should be reviewed to incorporate service objectives, a
review of its style and structure, re-prioritisation of cases and other service indicators
and targets.

4.

Processes for discharge of conditions should be refined/streamlined and greater back
up/knowledge sharing in this area and in CIL.

5.

Cases where it is not expedient to take action should be closed more quickly.

6.

Provision of better access to digital information both internally and externally.

7.

Improve interaction and communication with Parish Councils building on recent
improvements.

8.

Increased use of PPAS and to ensure s106 monitoring fees are reinvested into the
service to bolster resources.

3
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09.03.2020 Email/letter from AIRS
Dear Subscriber

Re Community Buildings Subscription Service at Action in rural Sussex

I would like to begin by thanking you for the support you have given to Action in rural Sussex
(AirS), via your subscription in 2019/20. As your subscription year is coming to an end in
March 2020, we have been considering our service offer for 2020/21.

Having given this matter much thought, I am delighted to advise you that AirS has decided to
keep the cost of the annual subscription at its current rate- just £10 per month plus VAT.

We have also been listening to your feedback and are making some enhancements to the
service during the year ahead- so you will be getting even more for your money.

For example, some of you have asked if we could set up an online forum for subscribers to
network with their peers across Sussex, and so this is being set up for you- there will be no
additional cost for this and you will receive full details in due course.

The feedback from the conferences is always very positive, so we are continuing to offer each
subscriber 2 free places, but are looking to run additional networking meetings too.

As part of your subscription you will also now be entitled to 2 new marketing opportunities- we
now offer a link to your website (if you have one) on our website, and can also publicise each
subscriber twice during the year. If you have a special event or occasion you want us to
choose then please do let us know, so that we can help you have a well-attended event.

Work is also underway on expanding the support we provide through more workshops and
training seminars with frequent areas of concern such as finance and health and safety as our
first priorities. Subscribers will get a 20% discount on these, for up to 2 people, as part of the
service package too.

The newsletter continues to be very popular and is also changing this year- the monthly
bulletin will continue, but will include all of the work of AirS rather than just community
buildings, so that you know what else we can offer and are already doing in your area. Each
quarter we will then produce a larger, even more comprehensive newsletter- with the first
edition planned for April 2020.

In previous years we have run the subscription service on a strict April to March basis, but this
will now be a rolling 12 month basis and of course direct debit remains the easiest way for you
to ensure continuity.
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If you have not yet met Kevin Bottrell, our Community Based Services Lead, or Francis
Burrows, our Facilities Advisor then hopefully you will do soon, as they continue expanding
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what the service provides, with more face to face support.
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I very much hope that will enjoy working with us at the beginning of this new decade, as Action
in rural Sussex starts to implement other exciting changes that we hope, will be welcome to
you, and/or those you represent. I look forward to continuing to work with you on making sure
that no Sussex resident or business is disadvantaged by their location, and to meeting you
during the coming year.

As usual please find your invoice for 2020/21 attached, and the subscription form for
completion, so that we have your up to date contact details and responses re the marketing
aspects.

Yours sincerely,

Petrina Mayson
CEO
Action in rural Sussex

07.03.2020

WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
Road Traffic Regulation Act Temporary Closure Notice
RUDGWICK : FOOTPATH NO. 1385
NOTICE is hereby given that in pursuance of the provisions of Section 14 (2) of the
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, the use of:
RUDGWICK : FOOTPATH NO. 1385 as shown on the map below.
The path closure is necessary to protect public safety due to a landslip undermining the
path surface
Use is temporarily prohibited with effect from Tuesday 10th March 2020
This Notice will be effective for 21 days from the date given above, and may be followed
by a further closure.
Contact telephone numbers: Public Rights of Way Team (WSCC) (01243) 777620
Date: 05/03/2020
Ref.: LD/RW/FP1385

Red bit closed
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