Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update 6 – 13 April 2020 (Agenda May 2020)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Jonna Foote
____________________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
____________________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
•
•

HDC S106 application (DC/08/1805) for funding (£234) towards parking signs at KGV fields is
out for consultation (HDC) and Rudgwick District Councillor Landeryou, has submitted his
support.
Update on Corona virus actions in Rudgwick:
Rudgwick Covid 19 Community Support Group: the coordinators are very busy coordinating
and logging requests for help/ volunteer actions; Rudgwick Larder has been set up (from
Church House) to distribute non-perishable goods to those households in need.
The Milk Churn is exploring a donation scheme where customers can buy items “for donation”
to the Rudgwick Larder;
Clerk has included a list of local suppliers (food, meal delivery, garden plants) is on the
Rudgwick Council website under NEWS
Volunteers can access a letter from the Council, identifying them as volunteers if stopped by
the Police.
Clerk cascades relevant emails received, to Rudgwick Covid 19 Community Care Group.
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•
•

•

Open Space Warden has reported Skatepark use despite notices informing the public the
facility is closed, tape (closing the facility) was removed and bins overflowing.
First set of water compliance reports (TVC - NB A drinking water test looks at
the overall number of bacteria present in the water that can grow – known as a Total Viable
Count (TVC). Testing at two different temperatures shows the levels of environmental
bacteria (at 22°C) and shows the bacteria that can grow at body temperature (at 37°C) have
been received, Rudgwick Youth Centre, Rudgwick Hall and Jubilee Hall are compliant – King
George V changing rooms require action regarding water temperature, cleaning of outlets and
regular flushing. Awaiting second test results (legionnaires).
Playground inspections will take place in June.

Planning New Applications
Delegated Applications for noting at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

DC/20/0627
27.03.2020

Woodsomes
Farm, Lynwick
Street, Rudgwick
Windacres
Farm, Church
Street, Rudgwick
Windacres
Farm, Church
Street, Rudgwick

Prior notification for the erection of
a new agricultural building

DC/20/0595
27.03.2020
DC/20/0596
27.03.2020

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date
Not available

Prior notification for hay store

14.04.2020

Prior notification for tractor shed

14.04.2020

Delegated Decisions
Delegated Decisions for noting at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

DC/20/0542

The Old
Bakehouse,
Church Street,
Rudgwick

Fell 1 x Tree of an unknown
Species (Work to a tree in a
Conservation Area)

DC/20/0562
18.03.2020

Honeywood
House, Horsham
Road, Rowhook

Demolition of outbuildings and
erection of 3.No three bedroom
dwellings, including a pair of
semi-detached units, with
detached garages; creation of
overflow car park

Objection, if
arboculturist is inclined
to approve request for
a replacement tree to
be planted
Objection
• Development in the
countryside.
• Outside the defined
BUAB.
• Not essential to its
countryside location
• Isolated and
unsustainable form of
development
No evidence HDC have
not met their 5 year

Official
Response
Date
06.04.2020

16.04.2020
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target, recent evidence
from HDC Monitoring
Report states otherwise
Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting
Application No
DC/19/1691

Applicant
CO-OP, 3-7 Martlett
Corner, Church
Street, Rudgwick

Reason for Application
Installation of new plant
equipment to rear of
building. (Retrospective)

RPC Recommendation
Objection on the
grounds that the
equipment seems to
be already in place and
there is currently no
satisfactory outcome
regarding the current
noise level reported by
neighbours and still
being investigated by
HDC Environmental
Department.

HDC Decision

Permitted

Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

None
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Public
Inquiry/Written
Representation

None

Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

None

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting
None
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Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
• Enquiry regarding the availability of allotments

Emails/correspondence from external organisations/people
06.04.2020 Email from GOV.UK
Daily Update
Daily update from GOV.UK.
Coronavirus (COVID-19): UK government response
Business Secretary appeals to everyone to stay calm and carry on the good work
Page summary
Business Secretary, Alok Sharma, writes for The Sun on Sunday thanking workers and
businesses for their support during the coronavirus pandemic.
Change made
First published.
Time updated
10:33am, 5 April 2020
Slides and datasets to accompany coronavirus press conference: 5 April 2020
Page summary
Press conference slides and datasets used by Dr Jenny Harries.
Change made
First published.
Time updated
4:10pm, 5 April 2020
Unsubscribe from ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): UK government response’
You’re getting this email because you subscribed to daily updates on these topics on GOV.UK.
View, unsubscribe or change the frequency of your subscriptions
Is this email useful? Answer some questions to tell us more.

06.04.2020 Email from WSCC
WSCC news release: Urgent carer recruitment appeal launched to help our most vulnerable residents
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06 April 2020
Urgent carer recruitment appeal launched to help our most vulnerable residents

Attachments
•

Christina Handasyde Dick.jpg Christina Handasyde Dick.jpg

Local people who have lost their jobs due to the impact of coronavirus are being urged to come
forward and apply for jobs in the care industry to support elderly and vulnerable residents.
Care homes and home care providers in West Sussex are anticipating a huge demand for their
services as the outbreak continues.
A West Sussex County Council initiative called Proud to Care is targeting people from the travel,
leisure, retail and hospitality industries as they have the ideal skills and experience to succeed in care
work.
Founder of Chichester based Guardian Angel Carers, Christina Handasyde Dick said: “As a home care
provider we are on a major recruitment drive at the moment, as we are providing essential services
to vulnerable adults in their own home at this challenging time.
“We desperately want to support our local hospitals to discharge patients as efficiently as possible,
and to be able to continue to support them in the comfort of their own home.
“People from all sorts of career backgrounds can make great carers, if you are a compassionate,
professional and reliable individual that would love an incredibly rewarding role to support your local
community, please help.”
The Proud To Care website – www.proudtocarewestsussex.com – has details of around 300 full-time
and part-time positions available with care providers across West Sussex.
As well as supporting the care sector which helps some of our most vulnerable residents, the County
Council also aims to support our local economy and those who have been affected by the impact on
it by the coronavirus outbreak.
Amanda Jupp, Cabinet Member for Adults and Health, said: “This is a very difficult time for so many
of us, particularly those who are vulnerable or live alone. There are, no doubt, a number of people in
the travel, leisure, hospitality or retail sectors who unfortunately may have lost their jobs due to the
impact of the coronavirus outbreak.
“We would very much like to reach out to those people to help find them paid employment
supporting some of the most vulnerable people in our community. By doing this we will not only
increase the workforce in the care sector at this critical time but also help to support the local
economy by keeping people in jobs.
“Many people will have transferable skills that make them well suited to working in care and I would
urge them to help us by responding to one of the biggest challenges ever faced by the health and
care sector.
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“Protecting and caring for vulnerable people at this present time is our greatest priority.”
Care workers are classed as key workers and their safety and well-being and those that are being
cared for is the highest priority. Anyone working in care will be trained and supported to make sure
care is delivered safely and effectively. Interviews may take place over the phone or video and
training may be done online, where possible.
Care work involves making sure vulnerable people feel safe are comfortable, by supporting with
preparing their meals, washing, getting dressed and providing companionship.
Anyone interested can apply for jobs online through the website and contact the Proud to Care team
who can answer any questions and give guidance. Visit www.proudtocarewestsussex.com/covid-19/
or email proudtocare@westsussex.gov.uk

06.04.2020 Email from HDC
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 6 April: Information and advice for public and businesses

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Information and advice for public and businesses from Horsham
District Council

Timestamp: 6 April 2020
This is a regular email bulletin that Horsham District Council will be sending out updating
you on latest guidance and advice about coronavirus (COVID-19), updates about Council
services and actions being taken.
This bulletin has been sent to public email subscribers, Horsham District Council members,
Neighbourhood Councils, Parish Council clerks and Horsham District Council staff.
Visit our website for the latest updates on Council services.
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Business support and grants
Register for Small Business Grant Funding
Online applications for Small Business Grant Funding are now open. The form takes around
5 minutes to complete.
Businesses who are eligible for Small Business Rate Relief or Rural Rate Relief in England
will be entitled to a one-off cash grant of £10,000.
Register for Small Business Grant Funding

Register for Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Funding
This scheme provides businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors with a cash
grant of up to £25,000 per property.
Businesses in these sectors with a rateable value of under £15,000 will receive a grant of
£10,000.
Businesses in these sectors with a rateable value of between £15,001 and £51,000, they
will receive a grant of £25,000.
Register for Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Funding

Updated guidance and information
We have been working hard to provide businesses with the correct information in a timely
manner during these rapidly changing challenging circumstances. Thank you for your
patience while we finalise systems, gather guidance and simplify information.
Visit our updated information for businesses page, the hub of information for Horsham
District businesses during the coronavirus (COVID-19) situation.
This page includes information about applying to the Small Business Grant Scheme,
Business Rate Discounts and much more.

Visit horsham.gov.uk

Stay at home 🏠
As the weather gets warmer some residents might be tempted to meet up with family
members or friends that they don't live with, go for picnics in the park or visit the beach...

❌ Please don't ❌
Please remind friends and family that they must only leave their home for essentials, work
or exercise.
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•

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (where this absolutely cannot be
done from home)

•

Stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people

•

Do not meet others, even friends and family

•

Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Coronavirus COVID19: what you can and can't do

Health and wellbeing
Keep the kids busy at home
Whether you're trying to work from home and need to keep your kids busy or you're just
after a way to keep their minds and bodies active, there are a wealth of ideas out there to
inspire you. East Sussex County Council have collated a great list of ideas for keeping the
kids busy at home.

Quick links
Check the NHS website if you have symptoms
Full guidance on staying at home and away from others
Staying at home if you think you have coronavirus (self-isolating)
How to protect extremely vulnerable people (shielding)
Visit the Government's business support website

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

06.04.2020 Email from NALC
Coronavirus — information for parish & town councils
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Coronavirus — information for parish & town
councils
NALC has updated its dedicated webpage on the coronavirus. This includes information on
audit dates, Zoom discount for remote meetings and the small business grant funding
scheme. See the updates below:
Audit dates
Following NALC’s engagement with government around local council audit timeframes final
regulations are due to be made the week commencing 6 April which will extend the
statutory audit deadlines for 2019/20. It is proposed that:
•

The publication date for final, audited, accounts for local councils will move from 30
September to 30 November 2020

•

To give local councils more flexibility, the requirement for the public inspection
period to include the first 10 working days of July has been removed. Instead, local
councils must commence the public inspection period on or before the first working
day of September 2020

This means that draft accounts must be approved by 31 August 2020 at the latest or
maybe approved earlier where possible.
Authorities must publish the dates of their public inspection period this year, and the
government recommends that they provide public notice on their websites (where
available) when the public inspection period would usually commence, explaining why they
are departing from normal practise for 2020. We will provide updates for our members
once these regulations have been made. The Joint Practitioners Action Group (JPAG) will
also provide an addendum to the Practitioners Guide to layout fully for councils the new
time frames that the government puts in place.
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We are pleased the government has listened to the sector and recognises the need for an
extension to the timeframes for audit. This extension is for two months and not the
minimum of at least three months which NALC called for in our response to
the consultation on the draft regulations.
Holding remote meetings
NALC has been working with the Crown Commercial Service to allow local councils to
access a discounted rate for using Zoom – an online meeting platform. More information
on this discount and how to access it will be available in the coming days.
Small business grant funding scheme
In response to COVID-19, the government announced there would be support for small
businesses, and businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors. You can check
government guidance to see if any businesses run by your local council would be eligible
for this support. This support will take the form of two grant funding schemes, the Small
Business Grant Fund and the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund. The schemes will
be delivered by principal authorities – if you are eligible, your principal authorities will be in
touch with you to arrange payment.

This information forms part of a NALC's dedicated webpage on the coronavirus. It should
not be used as a substitute for government advice, however, there are some practicalities
specific to local (parish and town) councils where we hope this information will help you
plan ahead and manage your risks. If you would like further advice and support on any of
these topics for your local council then please contact your local county association. This is a
fast-moving situation and we will be updating the webpage regularly.

Find out more

08.04.2020 Email from Neighbourhood Planning - Locality communications@locality.org.uk
Changes to neighbourhood planning due to COVID-19
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Hello Jonna,
There are some important changes to neighbourhood planning that we want to bring to your
attention from the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG):
•

Regulations linked to the Coronavirus Act 2020 mean that no elections or referendums
can take place until 6 May 2021. This includes neighbourhood planning referendums.
These provisions will be kept under review and may be amended or revoked in response to
changing circumstances.
MHCLG understands this will be frustrating for communities that have dedicated significant
time and effort to the neighbourhood planning process and naturally want their plans to come
into force as soon as possible. With this in mind, they have updated current planning
guidance to set out that neighbourhood plans awaiting referendums can be given
significant weight in decision-making.

•

MHCLG recognises there will be delays in progressing neighbourhood plans due to the
social distancing measures currently in place across the UK. The updated planning guidance
also provides further advice on the implications for conducting publicity and consultation, and
examinations.

•

Grants and technical support will continue to be available to support communities during
the next financial year, and Locality’s advice service continues to operate as normal.

•

As set out in the recently published Chief Planner’s newsletter, MHCLG will allow local
authorities to make claims for new burdens grants at an earlier point in the neighbourhood
planning process.

There are also some COVID-19 FAQ notes for help with your Neighbourhood Plan during this
time.

View the COVID-19 FAQ notes

How to plan through COVID-19
To help you understand what you can do to help progress your neighbourhood plan during this
time we've put together some tips for you.
Some plan making activities will be restricted, however, other plan making activities can continue
with a different approach.
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How to plan through COVID-19

Thank you, and stay safe.
Francis Shaw
Neighbourhood Planning Programme Manager
08.04.2020 Email from NALC Parish and Town Council Update

Coronavirus — information for parish & town
councils

NALC has updated its dedicated webpage on the coronavirus. This includes confirmed
Zoom discount rates for remote meetings, new regulations to extend audit deadlines,
neighbourhood planning, more information on understanding how the new remote
meetings regulations affect all local authorities and a correction on the small business
grand funding scheme. See the updates below:
Discount for Zoom subscription

NALC is very pleased to have worked with the Crown Commercial Service so that local
councils are included in the public sector organisations eligible to access a discounted
package from Zoom. This discount means that councils can access the Pro plan for Zoom
at £7.99 per month. The normal advertised rate for this package is £12.99. This discount is
also available to county associations.

To access this discounted rate please email Zoom at jane.ross@zoom.us and quote
contract number CCS 020A33. If asked which department or category you are related to
please state the National Association of Local Councils.
Of course, councils can also choose to use the free service from Zoom — set up an
account. If you do choose to use Zoom, there is a range of free information and
training to help people use the platform which is definitely worth having a look at to help
get you started.

New regulations to extend audit deadlines
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Regulations related to local council audit timeframes were published on 7 April and will
come into force on 30 April. These extend the statutory audit deadlines for 2019/20. The
Joint Practitioners Action Group (JPAG) will also provide an addendum to the Practitioners
Guide to layout fully for councils the new time frames that the government has put in place.

Neighbourhood planning

The government has provided guidance where the coronavirus situation impacts on
neighbourhood planning including the referendum process, decision-making, oral
representations for examinations, and public consultation — find it by scrolling to the very
bottom of the neighbourhood planning guidance.

Local Council meetings
For those interested in understanding how the new remote meetings regulations affect all
local authorities – not just parish and town councils - Lawyers in Local Government (LLG)
and the Association of Democratic Services Officers (ADSO) have also
produced guidance on the regulations on how they affect all local authorities – NALC
was pleased to contribute to sections related to local councils.

Small business grant funding scheme

We previously included information on government small business grant funding schemes.
Unfortunately, this funding is not eligible for organisations which raises a precept, so local
councils would not be eligible.

This information forms part of a NALC's dedicated webpage on the coronavirus. It should
not be used as a substitute for government advice, however, there are some practicalities
specific to local (parish and town) councils where we hope this information will help you
plan ahead and manage your risks. If you would like further advice and support on any of
these topics for your local council then please contact your local county
association. This is a fast-moving situation and we will be updating the webpage
regularly.
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Find out more

08.04.2020 Email from WSCC – Corona Covid 19 update

Message from Deborah Urquhart – Deputy Leader of
West Sussex County Council and Cabinet Member for
Environment
Dear residents,
Over the last few weeks all of us have experienced change
which could never have been predicted. We have all had to
adapt to protect ourselves and others, and some people –
including NHS and many local government workers – have
had to step up to help others in extremely difficult
circumstances.
I want to thank everyone for playing their part in the fight
against coronavirus, and this includes everyone who is staying at home to help
prevent the spread of the disease.
With the warmer spring weather looking like it’s set to stay, I know how tempting it
can be to get outside. Many of us are lucky enough to have private outdoor space
we can enjoy. But for many others a daily walk, run, or bike ride in their local area
will be the only chance they get to enjoy the outside environment.
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If you are planning to venture out for your one form of exercise a day, please
remember to adhere to the current government advice and stay at least two metres
away from people who are not from your household.
Where possible please start and finish your exercise from home, using nearby
greenspaces and don’t travel unnecessarily. Be careful when walking out and about
and stick to designated footpaths, obeying the rules of the countryside. Don’t forget
to thoroughly wash your hands when you get home.
For more advice on the current situation please visit our website.
I wish you all a safe and peaceful Easter and ask that you spare a thought for the
many colleagues and partners who will be working hard over the weekend to care
for our residents.

Latest news
Supporting people experiencing or at risk of domestic abuse
Measures announced over recent weeks to tackle the coronavirus have seen
people’s day-to-day life drastically alter. These changes are essential to beat
coronavirus and protect the NHS, but are requiring families to spend unusually high
amounts of time together at home.
The economic effects of the pandemic are also causing hardship, anxiety and
placing additional stress on individuals and families.
The government acknowledges that the order to stay at home can cause anxiety for
those who are experiencing or feel at risk of domestic abuse. Domestic abuse is
unacceptable in any situation, no matter what stresses people are under.
Domestic abuse is more than physical violence. It can also include, but is not limited
to: coercive control, economic abuse, online abuse, verbal abuse, emotional abuse,
and/or sexual abuse.
If you or anyone you know is worried about or experiencing domestic abuse,
services remain open and we have extended the availability of specialist help,
support and advice on the following telephone number.
Call Worth Domestic Abuse Service: 0330 222 8181 (Monday to Friday, 9am5pm) or 07834 968539 (weekends, including Bank Holidays, 9am - 5pm)
Please see the following link which provides information about what you need to do
if you need urgent police help through the silent 999 service.
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Need some extra help?
Vulnerable residents can
get support with our
community hub. You can
also volunteer to help.
Find out more.

Business support
Find out what support is
available for businesses
in West Sussex. Visit
Business West Sussex.

A special message
HM Lord-Lieutenant of
West Sussex, Susan
Pyper shares her
thoughts on life during
coronavirus. Read more.

Keeping well
Information is available
for elderly people on
how to stay safe and
well during the
coronavirus outbreak.
Read more.

Read all about it
You can access our
eLibrary 24/7 so while
you're at home you can
still enjoy a good book.
Explore our selection.

Social media
Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter for the latest
coronavirus updates.

Please encourage your friends and family to subscribe to receive these important
updates via our registration page.
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09.04.2020 Email from HDC – Waste Collection update

Recycling and waste news
for the Horsham District

Bin collections continue as normal
Our waste collection services are currently operating as normal. Crews are out this week, including on
Good Friday and Easter Monday, collecting as usual.
If this changes, we will update the following webpages:
•

Check your bin collection day

•

Coronavirus: Waste and recycling service updates

We will also be keeping you updated by email using this newsletter. You can also follow us on
Facebook and Twitter for the latest service updates.
You might see some new faces on the rounds this week - in order to keep the service running as
normally as possible, we're training up Council staff who usually work in other service areas so that
we're prepared for any staff shortages on our regular team due to coronavirus (COVID-19).
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Thank you for your kind words!
From drawings, posters and social media messages to cheery waves and rounds of applause, our
crews have had so many well-wishes over the past few weeks.
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to send us a message, we really do appreciate all of
them.

Three ways to help our crews on collection day
We're doing everything we can to protect our staff as they go out to work at this difficult time. They're
provided with protective gear and are keeping to social distancing rules where practical. You can help
everyone stay safe by doing the following:
•

Before and after touching your bin, wash your hands and give the handle a wipe with an
antibacterial wipe, cleaning solution or soap. We should all be washing our hands more often,
and doing this can help keep our crews and your family safer.

•

Please park sensibly. There are more cars at home than usual, and it can be difficult for the
trucks to access all homes. Please leave room for them. Horsham District Council has
introduced free parking in Council car parks to help with this

•

If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or are self-isolating, please follow the
advice below.
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What to do with your waste if you
have symptoms or are self-isolating
Waste from households with possible cases of coronavirus (COVID19), or from cleaning of areas where possible cases have been
(including disposable cloths and tissues), should be dealt with as follows:
•

Place all waste in a plastic rubbish bag and tie it when full.

•

The plastic bag should then be placed in a second bin bag and tied.

•

The bag should be put in a suitable and secure place, away from children, for 72 hours

•

After waste has been stored for 72 hours it can be placed in the normal general waste bin

Please do not put your waste in communal waste areas until the waste has been stored for at least 72
hours.

Self-isolation advice from NHS England

Tips to reduce your food waste
There have been some big changes to the way we shop for food over
the past few weeks. If you're used to shopping 'little and often' and are
now doing a 'weekly shop' or have someone shopping for you, you
might find yourself with use-by dates approaching fast.
With this in mind, here are three ways to cut your food waste:
•

Make use of the freezer. You can freeze bread, milk, eggs, chopped vegetables, meat and
more. Check out this How to store your food and leftovers page on the NHS website for
advice.

•

Check your fridge temperature: it should be below 5°C to best preserve food and drink. Visit
Love Food Hate Waste's Chill the Fridge Out page to find out more and get tips on keeping
your fridge cool.

•

Compl-eat your food - Eat the lot! Check out the Love Food Hate Waste website for recipe
ideas (including this savoury bread and butter pudding, pictured) to make the most of every
ingredient.

Love Food, Hate Waste
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09.04.2020 Email from NALC – Dementia Research project

NALC's extends deadline on dementia research
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NALC and the University of Plymouth (UoP) is currently undertaking ground-breaking
research on dementia in local (parish and town) councils. Due to the unfortunate COVID19 crisis and the additional pressures put on local councils, we have decided to extend the
deadline to 15 May 2020.
NALC and UoP believe that England's 10,000 local councils play an important role in the
community to offer solutions to people living with dementia and their families. The research
will aim to find out precisely what local councils are doing to help support people living with
dementia in their communities.

The research will begin on 24 February 2020 and will last around two months, closing on
17 April. In this period, an extensive survey will be completed by local councils. Once the
data is collected and analysed, a joint report will be published, which will summarise what
local councils are doing and give recommendations on what they can do to help make their
communities healthier.

We want to thank you for your leadership and support that you are providing to your
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communities in these difficult times.

If you have any questions, please contact NALC at claire.goldfinch@nalc.gov.uk or
on 0207 290 0314.

Complete survey

Copyright © 2020 National Association of Local Councils, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you opted in at our website, or requested to be added to the mailing list, or as a member
are obliged to be kept up-to-date on NALC matters.

Our mailing address is:
National Association of Local Councils
109 Great Russell Street
London, WC1B 3LD
United Kingdom

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

09.04.2020 Email from NALC: Legal update April

NALC Legal Update – April 2020
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Welcome to the ninth legal update.

What a few weeks this has been. We hope this email finds you all well and navigating what passes for the new
normal in these challenging and uncertain times as best you can. I’m sure you have all been extremely busy.
The legal team has certainly experienced its busiest ever period in our time with an unprecedented number of
daily queries and the team has been providing swift responses. Clearly our main focus for the past few weeks
has been replying to urgent Coronavirus related questions and we have been waiving our normal request for
advice protocols. To enable us to effectively manage our work, particularly non-Coronavirus related work, we
will be going back to our normal procedures after the Easter break.

I am delighted we managed to publish Legal Briefing L01-20 (on the new Regulations on remote meetings) the
day after the Regulations were laid, (also the day we were notified of them), before they came in to force the
day after. This was a big undertaking and a testament to the hard work, dedication and diligence of NALC Legal
and other NALC colleagues.

Following on from the breakneck speed at which legislation is currently being made, Regulations concerning
the postponement of elections, including in relation to casual vacancies, were laid on 6 April and came in to
force on 7 April. We will be issuing a briefing next week.

Although we have been feeding in to the corporate guidance on the Coronavirus pages of the NALC website –
do check in regularly – we wanted to use this update to highlight some other matters we thought would be of
interest.

Coronavirus response– practical general guidance on what councils can do at a local level

As we all know, local councils are limited in their powers and in how they can assist with the relief efforts.
Generally speaking, local councils can rely on s.137 of the Local Government Act 1972 to make grants to
groups assisting with the response (e.g. to foodbanks and other local charities or voluntary groups) subject to
the s.137 criteria or, if eligible, do so under the general power of competence.

Already existing organisations will be able to identify where food and essentials are best directed and to the
most vulnerable and donating to such groups helps to avoid unnecessary duplication. Getting involved in this
way also highlights the important role of a local council within the community.

If there are no such groups known to a council, Facebook can assist as well as principal authority webpages
and local MPs - they may already be working with relevant groups and organisations. An example can be found
here of local councils seeking volunteer groups to assist: https://www.lep.co.uk/health/appeal-localcoronavirus-community-help-groups-contact-longridge-town-council-2506543
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Individual councillors of course do things to help their communities, Many are running alternative schemes to
assist their local communities, for example: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/24/its-acommunity-effort-wiltshire-villagers-unite-against-coronavirus-isolation

New employment changes 2020

A number of changes to employment rights took effect from 6 April, including a new right to a written
statement of terms. A new legal briefing will be issued tomorrow.

Signing the summons?

As noted in Legal Briefing L01-20 the advertising requirements for meetings remain the same in terms of
paragraph 10 (2) of Schedule 12 to the 1972 Act. If a clerk does not have an electronic signature our view is
that typing their name will suffice.

The six month rule?
The new meetings Regulations do not deal with the six month rule. This may be because government doesn’t
see it as an issue that needs to be addressed given that remote meetings are now permitted. We are aware
that ADSO were advised by MHCLG that remote attendance by members counts for the purpose of the sixmonth rule on attendance. Where there is absence for illness the Council can continue to deal as now and pass
the necessary resolution to approve the reason for the absence.
And finally… legal visits

We had a number of CALC training days in the diary that have been postponed until future dates so no out and
abouts in this update.

Have a good rest of the week and Easter break.

Disclaimer: Information and commentary on the law contained in this bulletin is provided free of charge for information
purposes only. Whilst every reasonable effort is made to make the information and commentary accurate and up to date,
no responsibility for its accuracy and correctness, or for any consequences of relying on it, is assumed by any member of
NALC Legal Services.
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The information and commentary does not, and is not intended to, amount to legal advice to any person on a specific case
or matter. You are strongly advised to obtain specific advice about your case or matter and not to rely on the information
or comments in this email.

09.04.2020 NALC Chief executive's bulletin

Chief executive's bulletin
Clapping for you too
Like me, I’m sure many of you are standing on your doorstep Thursday evenings clapping
not just for carers but all those working in public services during this difficult time. My
applause very much has you in mind too, and I want to again extend the thanks and
appreciation from myself, our chairman, Cllr Sue Baxter, and all at NALC, for everything
you are doing to play your part in supporting your community. Thank you!

NALC Coronavirus page and newsletters

Our dedicated coronavirus page on the NALC website is the main source of information
and guidance for local (parish and town) councils and county associations and has now
received nearly 80,000 hits. Updates this week (and highlighted in two dedicated
newsletters) covered holding remote meetings and the great discount NALC has secured
on a Zoom subscription, new regulations to extend audit deadlines, neighbourhood
planning, and local council meetings. Please do continue to make use of this resource, and
can I ask county association colleagues to let local councils know about it too.
Local audit and update to practitioners guide
While I’m pleased the government listened and acted on our call for the need to extend
audit deadlines, I’m disappointed they didn’t accept our proposal for this to be at least
three months, rather than the two months extension contained in the regulations. But
coupled with our pressure on the government to allow remote meetings, I hope this
flexibility will help councils. The Joint Panel on Accountability and Governance published
the new Practitioners Guide 2020/21 at the end of March and this will now be
supplemented shortly by an addendum setting out information on the new timescales.

MHCLG briefing for local government
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I was pleased that on 8 April Sue took part in the Ministry of Housing, Communities and
Local Government’s (MHCLG) weekly Coronavirus briefing teleconference for local
government by the secretary of state, Robert Jenrick. This followed our successful
representations for our inclusion in the calls involving principal councils. On this occasion,
local government minister, Simon Clarke MP, hosted the call and gave an update on
shielding, burials and local government finance, with the health minister, Jo Churchill,
covering Personal Protective Equipment. One point made by the minister was he intends
all parts of the council family to receive support from the government’s financial response.
Sue welcomed his comment in a written question submitted during the Question and
Answer session, stating it was important local councils weren’t overlooked, and that our
councils were playing their part in the national effort but were experiencing an impact on
cash flow, costs and reduced income. We are following this up with the department and
next week we will be publishing a short survey which I hope clerk colleagues will be able to
share with us the financial impact on their council; this will be crucial in supporting our case
for financial support from the government.
Alzheimer’s Society support line

The coronavirus is affecting the most vulnerable in our society, including people living with
dementia. Our colleagues at The Alzheimer’s Society are continuing to provide up-to-date
support for anyone affected by dementia, and during the outbreak, their Dementia Connect
support line will remain open every day. If you or anyone you know needs advice or
support, please call The Alzheimer’s Society on 0333 150 3456. More information, advice
and resources on supporting people living with dementia are on their dedicated web
page.

NALC Management Board
Our Management Board held a videoconference via Zoom on 7 April, here’s a summary:
•

The board noted it had been given delegated powers to take urgent decisions and
agreed on the following accordingly

•

Reaffirming NALC’s current priority of responding to Coronavirus with a focus on
business continuity, supporting councils and county associations, and engaging
with the government, noting other projects and activities would be impacted in the
short-term
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•

The July meeting of National Assembly will be cancelled but a number of usual
reports such as the quarterly activity report would still be circulated for comment
and any issues of concern discussed at the board’s next meeting in June

•

Agreed the Finance and Scrutiny Committee would have delegated authority to
finalise the end of year accounts

•

We're acutely aware of the financial impact of the crisis on councils as well as the
county and national associations, stating at this time it has never been more
important to have a network of support across the country. Councillors welcomed
work underway which includes an assessment of this financial impact through a
survey to be circulated shortly, lobbying government, and keeping a close eye on
the collection of affiliation fees and timescales to support that network, with
councils urged to assist this support network by paying subscriptions promptly
where they could.

County officer video conference
This week’s video conference with NALC and county officers focussed mainly on
supporting councils to hold council meetings remotely following the launch of our guidance
on holding remote meetings which are on our dedicated coronavirus webpage. We
agreed that county associations would get in touch with each other to share ideas and
insights into offering training for councils on remote meetings, and also assess if there are
any areas not be able to support members on this issue. Where gaps are identified in the
first instance county associations in the region will try to support others that might find it
hard or impossible to deliver training and/or guidance for remote meetings. If any region
feels that they need support from NALC then we will work together to get something in
place. The aim of this is to ensure all councils do get some support, to allow county
associations to support one another and to focus NALC’s time and resource in the areas
that need it most.

New legal briefing
Today we published legal briefing L02-20 on employment law changes which summarises
the new changes to employment rights that came in on 6 April including new rights to a
written statement of terms, holiday pay reference period adjustment, new parental
bereavement law and agency workers. You can find the briefing in the member’s area of
the NALC website (login required).

Tree Charter newsletter and Tree Charter Day
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Be sure to have a look at March’s Tree Charter newsletter! It outlines the work of two
councils – Dorchester Town Council, Dorset and Thorpe St. Andrews Town Council,
Norfolk – who are doing excellent work around climate change, sustainability and planting
trees. And a reminder Tree Charter Day is planned for the 28 November 2020 – this is a
great opportunity for councils to order free trees from the Woodland Trust Community
Tree Packs website to arrive nearer to the time. Tree Packs are given on a first come first
serve basis, but typically the Tree Nurseries run out of trees in May! Each Charter Branch
is allocated a maximum of 420 trees, so do write ‘Charter Branch’ next to your name to
ensure your application is accepted. For more information about how to get involved in the
tree charter please email claire.goldfinch@nalc.gov.uk.

Keeping you informed

Just a reminder that you can keep informed and stay up-to-date on our work supporting
councils and county associations through the NALC website and our social media
channels Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, or sign up to receive our newsletters.
And finally…
I hope you all have a Happy Easter – at home. Stay safe.

09.04.2020 SSALC Update

28

SUSSEX ALC BULLETIN
CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE
LATEST NALC CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL: LATEST INFORMATION
WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL: LATEST INFORMATION
SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL: LATEST INFORMATION

Bolney Parish Council and Volunteers provide support for the community
Over the past decade, the village of Bolney in Mid Sussex has gained a reputation for being a model
community in terms of providing support for its residents. Facilitated by the Parish Council and
Chaired by Tony Steer, it has recruited over 100 active volunteers from its population of 1,100 and
during the current crisis has put in place the following initiatives :

•

Turned the pub into a farm shop using local suppliers

•

Set up an emergency number for collection of medicines, food and even a heating oil
delivery.

•

Distributed red and green cards for display in house windows, red is ‘I need help’ green is ‘I
am a volunteer willing to help’

•

Distributed leaflets to all households listing contacts of those willing to deal with collections
/ deliveries

•

Arranged for four companies to deliver hot food to those who need it.

•

Supplied volunteers with ID to show to residents and the Police
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•

Village Hall set up as Emergency Centre

•

Arranged for local builders to be on standby for domestic emergencies

•

Three dog walkers on standby

•

Local taxi drivers available for hospital or other medical appointments

•

Delivered donated books and jigsaws to housebound

•

Nursery school remains open for all age children of NHS and other key workers

No doubt other parish councils across the three counties have similar support arrangements in place
and it would be interesting to hear how widespread this is; at the end of the crisis the 3 County
Boards will be invited to recognise the contribution of our Sector in an appropriate manner.
We look forward to hearing from you!

09.04.2020 NALC – Information for Parish and Town Councils

Coronavirus — information for parish & town councils

NALC has updated its dedicated webpage on the coronavirus. This includes updated Annual
Governance and Accountability Return flowcharts and step-by-step guides, the launch of Keep
Britain Tidy's new campaign, digital mapping and free training resources for volunteers and local
groups. See the updates below:

Joint Practitioners Action Group (JPAG)
JPAG has produced updated flow charts and step-by-step guides related to the changes to audit
time frames. These can be found on our JPAG webpage.

Keep Britain Tidy

Keep Britain Tidy have launched their #LoveWhereYouLive campaign, as in the current
climate a lot of activities that communities do are not possible, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t
still love where we live.
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Parish Online

NALC partners, Parish Online, has published information on how digital mapping can help local
councils support their communities during this crisis.

Communities Prepared

Communities Prepared has created free training resources for volunteers and local groups wishing
to support their communities during the pandemic — they also provide free training and resources
around wider emergency preparedness too.

This information forms part of a NALC's dedicated webpage on the coronavirus. It should not be
used as a substitute for government advice, however, there are some practicalities specific to local
(parish and town) councils where we hope this information will help you plan ahead and manage
your risks. If you would like further advice and support on any of these topics for your local council
then please contact your local county association. This is a fast-moving situation and we will be
updating the webpage regularly.

09.04.2020 HDC Corona Covid 19 update

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Information and advice for public and businesses from Horsham District
Council

Timestamp: 9 April 2020
This is a regular email bulletin that Horsham District Council will be sending out updating you on latest
guidance and advice about coronavirus (COVID-19), updates about Council services and actions
being taken.
This bulletin has been sent to public email subscribers, Horsham District Council members,
Neighbourhood Councils, Parish Council clerks and Horsham District Council staff.
Visit our website for the latest updates on Council services.
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Community support
Donate to the Horsham District COVID-19 Community Support
Appeal
A community support appeal has been launched to help with funding for
the Horsham District Community Volunteer Hubs and community group
Horsham Matters during the coronavirus crisis.

How you can donate
If you would like to help support the Horsham District Community
Volunteer Hubs and other local organisations helping vulnerable
people, you can now donate funds securely by text or online.
•

To give £20 by mobile, just text HUBS to 70085. Texts cost £20
(the donation) plus one standard rate message.

•

Alternatively you can donate by debit or credit card online.

•

If you pay tax the value of your donation will be increased if you
take the Gift Aid option.

Make a donation
The support appeal is possible thanks to registered charity The Hub, Beeding, and Donorfy who
provide award-winning fundraising software to non-profit organisations across the UK.
The appeal is supported by Horsham District Council and donations are processed by The Hub
Beeding, registered charity number 1173420, and given directly to the Community Hubs and
Horsham Matters where the help is needed.
Find out more about the community support appeal and the volunteer hubs
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Community Volunteer Hubs and how to
contact them
In response to the outbreak, the Council, in partnership with existing
and new organisations, volunteer and social media groups, has now
established 27 Community Volunteer Hubs across the District.
The Hubs are manned by volunteers, giving practical help such as
going for shopping and medicines, and providing emotional support,
with a friendly phone call for those who are isolated at home.
Find out more about Community Volunteer Hubs, where they are
located and how they can be contacted directly.
Please only call the Hubs to request help if you are self-isolating.

Thank you
Thank you again to everyone who is volunteering their time to support vulnerable people in our
communities. This wouldn't be possible without you.

Paying for Council services
Due to the current situation, we are encouraging residents and businesses to pay for services online
rather than cash or cheque. It’s fast and easy and can be done at any time, day or night.
Visit our website to pay for Council services online

Recycling and waste
Household waste collection services
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Our waste collection services are currently operating as normal. Crews are out this week, including on
Good Friday and Easter Monday, collecting as usual.
If this changes, we will update the following webpages:
•

Check your bin collection day

•

Coronavirus: Waste and recycling service updates

We will also be keeping you updated by email using this newsletter. You can also follow us on
Facebook and Twitter for the latest service updates.
You might see some new faces on the rounds this week - in order to keep the service running as
normally as possible, we're training up Council staff who usually work in other service areas so that
we're prepared for any staff shortages on our regular team due to coronavirus (COVID-19).

Thank you for your kind words!
From drawings, posters and social media messages to cheery waves and rounds of applause, our
crews have had so many well-wishes over the past few weeks.
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to send us a message, we really do appreciate all of
them.

Businesses
COVID-19 Monitoring for Businesses Survey
Thank you to all businesses who answered our business monitoring survey two weeks ago. A lot has
happened since then and we would like to know how businesses are feeling now. Please take five
minutes to complete our fortnightly COVID-19 monitoring for businesses survey using the link below.
The results of the survey will be shared with government ministries through Coast to Capital to inform
them about the state of business across the country.
Complete the COVID-19 monitoring for businesses survey

Small businesses benefitting from grant funds
163 local small businesses have already benefitted from business rate grant funds, as part of a
package of measures introduced by the Government in response to the coronavirus outbreak.

34

So far, eligible small businesses in the Horsham District have received funds totalling some £2.5
million. We are working through applications as quickly as possible to disperse the funds quickly to
give timely and valuable support to eligible traders.
If you are a small business or a business in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors and are
struggling as a result of the crisis, do apply now for the support available through the Local
Authority Business Grant to Businesses Scheme.

Beware of phishing emails
Not everyone is trying to help. Please be aware of phishing emails that
are currently circulating designed to look like GOV.UK emails about
business grants during the coronavirus COVID-19 situation.
If you receive an email that you are not sure about, do not reply to the
email address and delete it straight away.

Updated guidance and information
Visit our updated information for businesses page, the hub of information for Horsham District
businesses during the coronavirus (COVID-19) situation.

Health and wellbeing
Mental wellbeing while staying at home
Taking care of your mind as well as your body is really important while staying at home.
The NHS Every Mind Matters campaign provides tips and advice on things you can do now to
help you keep on top of your mental wellbeing and cope with how you may feel while staying at home.
Make sure you get further support if you feel you need it.
They have also pulled together 10 tips to help if you are worried about coronavirus.

Find mental health support services
We've pulled together a list of mental health support services that are available over the phone and
online. All the services featured have been contacted and confirmed to be operating and offering
support during the coronavirus (COVID-19) situation.
Find mental health support services.

Quick links
Check the NHS website if you have symptoms
Full guidance on staying at home and away from others
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Staying at home if you think you have coronavirus (self-isolating)
How to protect extremely vulnerable people (shielding)
Visit the Government's business support website

11.04.2020 WSCC 4 Funding – News

Dear Jonna Foote,

Funding News
Registering for the funding news service ensures you are kept up to date with the latest funding
news. The following news articles have been published in the last week. To view the full details of
any news article, simply click on its title.
09/04/2020: Chancellor’s £750m Coronavirus Funding Package for UK’s Charities
09/04/2020: Heritage Emergency Fund to Open on 15 April
09/04/2020: Two Calls Launch under Horizon 2020 Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions
08/04/2020: Barclays Launches £100m COVID-19 Community Aid Package
08/04/2020: REC Call to Promote and Protect the Rights of Persons With Disabilities
08/04/2020: Tesco Bags of Help COVID-19 Communities Fund Accepting UK Applications
07/04/2020: Apprenticeship Programme Response to Coronavirus (COVID-19)
07/04/2020: DCMS 5G Create Competition Now Open to Applications
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07/04/2020: European Cultural Foundation Launches Culture of Solidarity Fund
07/04/2020: Extra School Funding and Support to Help Manage Coronavirus (COVID-19)
06/04/2020: EDCTP Launches Funding Call for COVID-19 Research in Sub-Saharan Africa
06/04/2020: National Lottery Community Fund Prioritises COVID-19 Projects
06/04/2020: PAUSED: CAF Coronavirus Emergency Fund – LAST DAY TO APPLY
03/04/2020: COVID-19 Emergency Surplus Food Grants Announced

Your Funding Alerts
Funding alerts allow you to receive email notifications if new funding opportunities arise which
match your search requirements. To setup a funding alert, simply run a search for funding on the
site. When you are viewing search results press "Save Search". There is an option to receive
funding alerts at this stage so make sure this option is ticked.
You can also set up funding alerts for a search you have already saved by enabling email alerts in
the "Saved searches" area on the site.
There have been no funding changes that match your profile.
Regards,
The West Sussex 4 Community team

Update email preferences
If you do not wish to receive these emails any longer, please log in with your existing account to
change your email preferences or to unsubscribe. You can log in to your account here.
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