Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 10 - 16 August 2020 (Agenda September 2020)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Jonna Foote
____________________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
____________________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are working
their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a member of staff,
please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during working hours (Monday – Wednesday 8.30 –
16.00).
•
•
•

•
•

Letter sent to the owner of the Old Parsonage requesting for their hedgerow to be cut back;
The Open Spaces Warden has reported that the ground disturbance around the new Tennis
Club pavilion has been levelled and will be reseeded later in the year;
The Open Spaces Warden has unfortunately had to inform the Clerk that a picnic bench near
the apple trees at KGV has been vandalised and is beyond repair. (News Item on the RPC
website) The Parish Council staff and Councillors are extremely disappointed by this action.
One of the six benches around KGV building has gone missing – Clerk has asked all field users
(clubs) to be alert;
Clerk has written to WSCC regarding the importance of CLC meetings to continue, submission
was gratefully acknowledged;
A S106 request regarding Rudgwick Hall boiler replacement has been submitted to HDC.
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•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Information regarding the Planning White paper has been received and circulated to all
councillors;
HDC has informed the Council that the S106 request for fire door replacement *Rudgwick
Youth Centre) has been approved – RYC/ church has been informed;
Over 30 registrations of interest were received for the vacancy of Clerk, resulting in 16
applications. All applicants were sent job description/ person specification and application
form with the request to complete and submit the official application form. This has resulted
in eight applications which are currently considered for shortlisting by the interview panel;
Government has made discretionary grants available to parish council’s and an application has
been submitted to HDC;
RPC request for additional signatures on NS&I has been processed – requested transfer of
monies having taken place being the evidence;
Two Land Registry enquiries have been undertaken – land on Station Road (left side) where a
railing has been broken, is owned by WSCC – the Councillor who reported the situated has
reported the situation to LoveWest Sussex;
RPC policies approved at the August Annual Council (AAC) meeting are accessible on the
Council’s website;
Payments approved at the AAC meeting have been made;
Councillors’ Committee/ Working Group appointments as agreed at the AAC meeting have
been updated on the Council’s website.
Responded to an email from a parishioner (see parishioner’s emails) and forwarded email to
Traffic Calming Working Group; have updated website to reflect that Clerk’s working hours
does not necessarily mean that these are done at the office, especially in the current climate.
Have contacted SSALC for further advice on updating Standing Orders regarding
responsibilities of residents (i.e. non-councillors) on Working Groups;
Message of condolences sent to the family of the young man who lost his life in the tragic
accident on the A281;
Message of thanks sent to the resident who volunteered for many years to be part of the
Emergency Planning and Community Safety Working Group;
NALC / LGA keeping local planning local petition signed;
CAGNE Forum donation confirmed;
Contact Pennthorpe School Head mistress regarding email received from parishioner regarding parking
issues.
Government/HDC Discretionary Fund Grant applied for;
Rudgwick COVID19 Community Support Group has reported that the Rudgwick Larder still supports 6
families, there are 19 volunteers that provide support in a variety of ways. Since restrictions have been
lifted, there are fewer requests for support.

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 14.09.2020
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date
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New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.09.2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.09.2020
Application
No
DC/19/2573

DC/20/1066

Applicant

Reason for Application

Penthorpe
School, Church
Road, Rudgwick

Removal of 2no. existing tennis courts
and creation of an all-weather sports
(AWS) pitch.

Churchgate
House, Church
Street,
Rudgwick

Application to re-point the rear
elevation and both chimney stacks
with pre-mixed conservation lime
mortar mix. (Listed Building Consent)

RPC
Recommendation
Fully support
application

HDC
Decision
Permitted

No objection

Permitted

Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.09.2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

none
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.09.2020
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

APP/Z3825/W/1
9/3243113
(DC/19/1375)

Land at
Tanglewood.
Honeywood
Lane, Okewood
Hill

Erection of a two storey 3bedroom dwelling

Objection

Public
Inquiry/Written
Representation
Appeal dismissed

Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.09.2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

Enforcement Numbers
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Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.09.2020
EN/20/0369

The Co-Operative Units 3 To 7 Martlett Corner Church Street Rudgwick
Alleged: beach of condition 2 of DC/19/1691 (use of plant equipment)

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
• Email from parishioner regarding Traffic situation in Rudgwick
I called at your office today in accordance with your listed times - Working hours: Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, 8.30 - 16.00 – no one was present. I wanted to present myself in person rather than hiding
behind email. I want to address the speeding on Church Street. I have lived on this street for over two year
and have seen an escalating trend of disregard by drivers of all types to the speed limit and to those using
the very narrow sidewalks. The major culprits are Brown's Trucks however, they are just one of many
similar trucks, haulage vehicles, delivery vehicles and cars that flagrantly ignore the signs and the safety of
others. The on-street parking on Church Street is a recipe for a major disaster just waiting to happen if
action is not taken to reduce the speed on this road. Further, this road appears to be being used as a short
cut by traffic that has no business being on such a narrow traffic way. The speeding is not just confined to
Church Street as it is equally serious on the A281. As a resident, I am acutely aware of the current level of
risk to the elderly and parents with small children who have no alternative but to use the narrow
sidewalks. The current situation is a serious safety issue, is totally unacceptable and direct action is
required now to reduce speeding and introduce some calming of the traffic. In the longer term the Council
has a responsibility to source and install measures to address the issue – “sleeping policemen”, cameras,
islands. I am quite sure that I am not the only one to focus your attention on this issue. The recent
accident on the A281 in our parish must have been a “wake up call” to council members that now is the
time to act. I look forward to your response, your proposed action plan and before someone is seriously
injured or killed on this street.
Resident meeting with Chairman of the Council.

Email from parishioners concerned with Pennthorpe School parking: issues for local residents, road users
and pedestrians. (Clerk contacted Pennthorpe School) and fed back to parishioners.

Emails/correspondence from external organisations/people

GOV.UK Daily updates can be signed up for at
https://www.gov.uk/email-signup?topic=/coronavirus-taxon

03.08.2020 Email from Basecamp
Face coverings
The information sheets will be updated in due course, so this is intended just to provide an
immediate briefing over face coverings given that the amendments to the Regulations came into
effect 8th August.
This is being sent before the Government legislation service for amendments into the original
Statutory Instrument, so there may be more advice this week.
The following have been added today to the list of 'relevant places' where face coverings must be
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worn (the numbering is where they have been added to the existing list of places):
5. Indoor places of worship.
6. Community centres including youth centres.
7. Crematoria and burial ground chapels.
8. Public areas in hotels and hostels.
9. Concert halls, exhibition halls and other public halls.
10. Cinemas.
11. Museums, galleries, aquariums, indoor zoos and visitor farms, and other indoor, or indoor parts
of, tourist, heritage or cultural sites.
12. Bingo halls.
13. Public libraries and reading rooms.”
However, the list of places exempted from this requirement has also been added to, and now
includes:
1. Premises (other than registered pharmacies) providing wholly or mainly medical or dental
services, audiology services, chiropody, chiropractic, osteopathic, optometry or other medical
services including services relating to mental health.
2. Indoor fitness studios, gyms, dance studios, leisure centres, indoor swimming pools, water parks,
funfairs, theme parks or other premises for indoor sports, leisure or adventure activities.
People taking part in activities in a Community Centre, including a Village Hall, that would normally
happen in either 1. or 2. above, therefore, do not have to wear face coverings. All the other social
distancing rules clearly still apply.
10.08.2020 Email from WSCC
WSCC news release: Increase in deliberate fires sparks warning from firefighters

news release
PR 14984
For Immediate Release
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10 August 2020
Increase in deliberate fires sparks warning from firefighters
Attachments
•
•
•

Crew members putting up fire sfaety posters.jpg Crew members putting up fire sfaety
posters.jpg
The fire safety posters.jpg The fire safety posters.jpg
The remnants of a makeshift fire pit discovered in Horsham Park.JPG The remnants of a
makeshift fire pit discovered in Horsham Park.JPG

Starting a fire deliberately could have disastrous consequences for you, your family and your friends.
That is the message from firefighters in Horsham who have seen a rise in anti-social behaviour across
the district in recent weeks.
Together with Horsham District Council, they are urging young people not to chance their luck with
fire, as the consequences of a deliberate fire can be far-reaching.
Jim McGrath, Horsham Fire Station Commander, said: “We are concerned to see a rise in the number
of deliberate fires in the district, especially in public areas such as play parks and woodland. Sadly it is
not uncommon to see a small rise of this type of incidents during the summer months, but we would
urge everyone to consider the impact of starting a fire.
“What may seem like some harmless fun can easily get out of control, especially when we have had a
long periods of dry weather, which allows fire to spread incredibly quickly. This can be disastrous, not
only damaging our countryside and properties, but putting people’s lives at risk. Nobody wants to
have to deal with the consequences of this.”
On some occasions, the fire and rescue service had not been made aware of the fire at the time,
meaning it could have burned for longer or in some cases even got out of control and caused further
damage.
Commenting on the issue, Horsham District Council Cabinet Member for Community Matters and
Wellbeing Cllr Tricia Youtan said:” It is most disturbing, particularly in the current climate, to hear of
such levels of anti-social behaviour in our district.
“Deliberate fires endanger lives and destroy the environment, and at a time when our emergency
services are stretched, this behaviour simply is not acceptable, which is why we are supporting West
Sussex Fire and Rescue in this matter.
“I would ask those responsible to think twice about their actions and the impact on others.”
Firefighters are encouraging members of the public to call 999 even if they think the fire is already
out, so that they are aware of the incident and spot any trends that may be emerging.
If you have concerns about a young person’s behaviour and believe they could be at risk of starting a
fire you can contact West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service’s FireWise team on 0330 2222 515 or email
firewise@westsussex.gov.uk.
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10.08.2020 Email from WSCC
WSCC news release: Archives Service to re-open to the public

news release
PR 14985
For Immediate Release
10 August 2020
Archives Service to re-open to the public
Attachments
•
•
•
•

Entering the searchroom.png Entering the searchroom.png
Reading area.png Reading area.png
Reception distancing.png Reception distancing.png
Searchroom helpdesk.png Searchroom helpdesk.png

After months of being closed due to the Covid-19 outbreak, West Sussex Record Office in Chichester
is due to reopen its doors to the public.
From Tuesday 18 August, the Record Office Searchroom will be open two days a week for pre-booked
appointments.
The Record Office will start by re-opening on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and there will be two and a
half hour slots available either in the morning (9.30am-12pm) or afternoon (2pm-4.30pm).
Staff have been preparing for weeks to deliver a service that will be safe for visitors and have been
looking forward to welcoming people back.
The Record Office holds archives for the county dating from 780AD to the present day and is popular
with family, military and local historians, as well as students, teachers, authors and academics.
Current changes being implemented will include:
•
•
•
•

visitors pre-booking a slot by emailing record.office@westsussex.gov.uk and ordering
documents by the previous Friday to allow for a 72hr quarantine period.
all visitors attending wearing a face covering unless they are exempt from doing so.
contact details being taken for the NHS Test and Trace scheme (these will be held on file for
21 days after the visit).
a two-hour closure in-between for a thorough cleaning regime.

Duncan Crow, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Fire and Rescue and Communities,
said: “It’s been a long five months since the start of the pandemic when the West Sussex Record
Office, along with many other buildings and services, had to close its doors. Although Record Office
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staff have been able to continue to operate the service from home as far as possible, they are looking
forward to welcoming visitors back so they can share the wealth of interesting archives that are
situated in the building.
“There will obviously be some changes for regular visitors, but the team are doing all they can to
make sure that they keep disruption to a minimum, make sure that everybody is safe and that
anyone coming in and using the facilities is as confident as they can be in coming back and enjoying
what the Record Office has to offer.”
Throughout the lockdown, staff have been working hard to carry out tasks to improve access to the
county's history and have been involved in some fascinating initiatives.
This has included the collection of photographs, films, artworks and diaries for the West Sussex
Covid-19 Community Archive in partnership with Screen Archive South East and The Novium Museum
in Chichester.
Also, on 18 August, the last episode of the West Sussex Unwrapped series will also be launched. This
will include a film of Chichester in 1983 with a guided tour along the Georgian streets of the city
centre. This and the rest of the series can be watched online at
vimeo.com/showcase/westsussexunwrapped.

For more information on the changes to the Record Office’s ways of working after coronavirus, visit
www.westsussex.gov.uk and search ‘Visiting the Record Office’.

10.08.2020 email from SSALC
Sussex ALC Bulletin

SUSSEX ALC BULLETIN
CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE
LATEST NALC CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL: LATEST INFORMATION
WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL: LATEST INFORMATION
SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL: LATEST INFORMATION
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We are aware that perhaps for many of you there may, in the future, be a different way of working
and delivering your Council’s business. Six months on from ‘lockdown’ we too are looking at how we
provide our services to you by learning from what has and has not worked.
We have been working on improving our website which provides key information and we will
continue to work closely with NALC and attend online forums so that we can learn best practices
from other County Associations as we continue to grapple with ever changing circumstances. We
intend to continue with online training which has proved to be extremely popular but will also offer
the opportunity to have face to face training once we are able to as we recognise the added value of
networking.
Many new events have now been added to the training programme, please visit the SSALC website to
see the full list.
We also now intend to hold regular online forums for Clerks. This will be an opportunity to
ask SSALC Officers any questions or share any concerns and we invite you to use this to let us have
your ideas on future services/support you would like to see from SSALC. You will also be able to
discuss any pressing issues, share best practice and receive relevant information and updates on any
new legislation. We hope it will provide a friendly area to meet up with some of your fellow clerks in
order to receive some much needed support! The forums will take place via Zoom and are completely
free of charge to attend, there is no need to book – just turn up on the day! The West Sussex Clerks
Forum is taking place on Thursday 13th August at 11am and the East Sussex Forum is on Thursday 20 th
August at 11am, please contact Anna Beams for a link to join if you have not already received it.
The SSALC Team

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SSALC Training and Events
Please visit the SSALC Website for the full list of training events.

9

10.08.2020 Email from SSALC
Planning Update
Last week the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government issued three consultations on reform
of the planning system:
Changes to the current planning system (NALC deadline for responses 17 September)
Planning for the future - the planning white paper (NALC deadline for responses 15 October)
Transparency and competition: a call for evidence on data on land control (NALC deadline for responses 16
October)
Please respond to NALC on this very important issue by emailing policycomms@nalc.gov.uk - Please note the
individual deadlines for each consultation.
NALC apologise for the unhelpful timing of this consultation and the short timeframes given for responses,
unfortunately this is largely beyond their control.
Kind regards,
Anna Beams
Office, Training & Events Manager, SSALC Ltd
Direct Dial: 01273 830204

11 and 12.08.2020 Emails from HDC – Planning for the Future
Good Morning all,

As you know the White Paper: Planning for the Future came out last week. The White Paper proposes
significant changes to the planning system which will impact on us all over the coming years. It is important you
read the proposals and submit comments on behalf of your local communities as you see fit.
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I posted this piece from Planning Resource on Yammer this morning but I wanted to distribute this via this email
to make sure you had this information. Please note Horsham District Council is looking to submit its own
comments to this consultation and we are still taking in the proposals the White Paper is recommending. The
consultation ends on the 29 October.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907647/
MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf

Extract from Planning Resource (6 August):
The Planning for the Future document was published by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government in the early hours of this morning. Launching the document, housing secretary Robert Jenrick
said:
"As we face the economic effects of the pandemic, now is the time for decisive action and a clear plan for
jobs and growth. Our reforms will create thousands of jobs, lessen the dominance of big builders in the
system, providing a major boost for small building companies across the country."
Here are the Planning's summary of some of the key proposals.
1 Local plans would confer outline approval for development in areas earmarked for growth
Under the proposals, local plans would identify three categories of land. In “growth areas”, suitable for
substantial development, outline approval for development would be automatically granted for forms and
types of development specified in the plan. There would also be “renewal areas”, suitable for some
development, such as “gentle densification”, and “protected areas” in which development is restricted.
Instead of general policies for development, the document says, plans would be required to set out siteand area-specific requirements for development, alongside locally produced design codes. There would be
“a new emphasis on engagement at the plan-making stage”, the document says. The existing test of
soundness would be abolished, to be replaced by a “single statutory ‘sustainable development’ test. The
duty to co-operate would be also be abolished, and requirements for environment and viability
assessment “updated”.
Under the new system, local plans would need to be “visual and map-based, standardised, based on the
latest digital technology and supported by a new standard template”, the document says. The government
proposes that local authorities and the Planning Inspectorate will be required through legislation to meet
a statutory timetable (of no more than 30 months in total) for key stages of the process, promising
sanctions for those who fail to do so.
2 The planning process would be increasingly digitised, moving from “a process based on documents to
a process driven by data”
The document says local planning authorities would be helped to use digital tools to support “a new civic
engagement process for local plans and decision-making”. The government would Insist local plans are
built on standardised, digitally consumable rules and data, with the aim of enabling accessible interactive
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maps that show what can be built where. It also plans to standardise, and make openly and digitally
accessible, other critical datasets that the planning system relies on, including planning decisions and
developer contributions. And it wants to modernise the software used for making and case-managing a
planning application.
3 Planning authorities would be given new powers to drive up design and sustainability standards
Under the revised system, there would be a greater focus on ‘placemaking’ and ‘the creation of beautiful
places’ within the National Planning Policy Framework, the government says. New development would be
expected to create a “net gain” to areas’ appearance. Design codes, which would be expected to be
prepared locally, would be made “more binding” on planning decisions. A new body would be established
to support the delivery of design codes across the country.
Proposals for high-quality developments that reflect local character and preferences would benefit from
“automatic permission” under a proposed new “fast-track for beauty”. And each local planning authority
would be required to have a chief officer for design and place-making The document also repeats the
government’s aim to revise the system for assessing the environmental impact of development - the
environment secretary has said that proposals for this will be set out this autumn And it hints at changes
to building conservation consents, saying that the government will “protect our historic buildings and
areas while ensuring the consent framework is fit for the 21st century”.
4 A new ‘single infrastructure levy’ will replace the existing system for getting developers to fund the
infrastructure required by their schemes through section 106 agreements and the Community
Infrastructure Levy.
The government says the new single infrastructure levy will be a nationally set, flat rate charge. It says
that it intends the new levy to raise more revenue than under the current system of developer
contributions, and deliver “at least as much” affordable housing, and on-site affordable housing, as at
present. The government says it will also look to extend the scope of the consolidated infrastructure levy,
and remove exemptions from it “to capture changes of use through permitted development rights”.
5 A “binding” housing requirement would be introduced that local planning authorities would “have to
deliver through their local plans”
The document says a new, nationally determined, binding housing requirement that local planning
authorities would have to deliver through their local plans would be created. It says the requirement
would be focused on areas where affordability pressure is highest to stop land supply being a barrier to
enough homes being built.
6 Big building sites would be split between developers to accelerate delivery.
The government proposes to revise the National Planning Policy Framework to make it clear that
masterplans and design codes for sites prepared for substantial development should seek to include a
variety of development types from different builders which allow more phases to come forward together.
It also promises to consult on options for improving the data held on contractual arrangements used to
control land. And to ensure decisions on the locations of new public buildings – such as government offices
and further education colleges – support renewal and regeneration of town centres
7 Community consultation at the planning application stage is to be “streamlined”
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The document says, although the government wants to place new emphasis on engagement at the planmaking stage, it intends to “streamline” the opportunity for consultation at the planning application
stage.

And
Dear all,
Further to my previous email yesterday please attached further analysis of the Planning White Paper: Planning
for the Future from Lichfields. This is a fairly comprehensive analysis and discusses some of the nuances within
the White Paper.

https://lichfields.uk/grow-renew-protect-planning-for-the-future/the-white-paper/
Kind regards,

Norman Kwan
Senior Neighbourhood Planning Officer

13.08.2020 Email from HDC Latest News Stay Connected

Latest news: 75th VJ Day anniversary | Meet our first Recycling Champions | Local
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
Horsham District Council sent this bulletin at 13-08-2020 07:55 AM BST
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Latest news
and information
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Visit our website to read the latest news from Horsham District Council.

75th VJ Day anniversary
Local resident Alan Woolven, who played piano and
accordion in local concerts during the war, took to
the Carfax bandstand with Horsham diva Sarah
Esser for a very special performance last week.
You'll be able to watch Alan's performance
on Horsham Time Well Spent's Facebook page
and BBC South this coming Saturday 15 August to
mark the 75th VJ Day Anniversary.
Visit our Commemorate VJ Day page on the
Discover Horsham District website for more ways to get involved online and to see a list of
‘things to do at home’ so you can take part.

Read more

Meet our first Recycling Champions
Meet our first recycling champion, Amanda, who
lives in Horsham with her husband and three
children.
The family have signed up to trial a Hot Bin organic
composter for six months and will share just how
using the special bin will reduce the amount of food
waste which goes into the waste stream and will
turn it into home composting.
Watch our video to hear Amanda talking with Cabinet Member for Environment, Recycling
and Waste, Philip Circus about the project and why she wanted to get involved.

Read more

Read and comment on the Local
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
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Horsham’s first Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) is a new strategic
approach to identifying cycling and walking
improvements required at a local level. The plan
takes a long-term approach to developing cycling
and walking networks.
Share your views on the plan by commenting using
the link below. Your views will play a key part in
conversations on how we make our main routes
into the town centre truly walkable and safe to
cycle.
Closing date for comments is 28 August 2020.
Read the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan and share your views

Virtual Karaoke and
DJ'ing sessions
The Reaching Higher Arts Project is
running free virtual DJ’ing and Karaoke
sessions for children and young people
with special educational needs or
disabilities across the whole of West
Sussex.
The sessions run every Wednesday, with
Karaoke starting at 4pm and DJ’ing starting
at 6.15pm. All you need to get involved is
to have access to the free version of Zoom
video conferencing.

Find out more

Tea at 2 is a hit
Since we launched our Tea at Two
campaign, dozens of local eateries have
signed up to offer special promotions for
customers wanting to enjoy a quieter bite
to eat when our towns and villages are not
so busy.
Look out for businesses displaying Tea at
Two posters and window stickers to let
customers know about their special offers
after two o'clock each day.
View a full list of participating
businesses

Chief executive's bulletin
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LGA chairman joins NALC online event panel
Cllr James Jamieson, chairman of the Local Government Association (LGA) will join NALC's
online event, Leaders’ talk: Building back stronger communities on 25 August 2020. Cllr
Jamieson will talk about LGA's latest Re-thinking local campaign, reassessing what we want
from local areas, public spaces and communities, having the right tools and resources so
councils can deliver on the ambitions of their diverse communities, and how tiers of local
government can re-think local to work more effectively together — register your place today.

Funding increase for neighbourhood planning
Housing secretary, Robert Jenrick MP this week announced funding to help communities in
urban and deprived areas plan their local neighbourhoods will almost double. The
government grants to individual neighbourhood planning groups in both areas will increase
to £18,000. We would encourage local (parish and town) councils in those areas to use the
funding to get started on neighbourhood planning to help rebuild communities.

MHCLG playgrounds stakeholders roundtable

This week, Charlotte, head of member services, took part in a roundtable hosted by the
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) to discuss the
government's guidance on play areas and outdoor gyms. Helen Ball, town clerk of
Shrewsbury Town Council also took part and represented the Society of Local Council
Clerks.

It was great to see such positive representation from our sector while feeding back the
desire of local councils to re-open play areas where safe. Additionally, flagging up the
hurdles to achieving this, including the risks of spreading COVID-19, costs and the staff
time needed to clean and monitor play areas to ensure social distancing.

New County Councils Network report
We are pleased to welcome the release of the County Councils Network Making Counties
Count report, which examines the economic and cultural case for devolution and local
government reorganisation. It stressed that local councils have a crucial role to play,
ensuring local accountability and participation. Our chairman commented that local councils
should be at the heart of further devolution, through more powers, funding and support, and
the creation of new councils in non-parish areas to level up community democracy.
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Planning consultations
Last week the government issued three new planning consultations on:
•

Changes to the Current Planning System (17 September)

•

White Paper: Planning for the Future (15 October)

•

Transparency and Competition: A call for evidence on data on land control (16 October)

Please let us know your views at policy.comms@nalc.gov.uk by the deadlines.

DEFRA roundtable

As normal business resumes, we joined members of the Rural Coalition to discuss with
senior civil servants the Department of Environment and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) submission
to the government's comprehensive spending review.

We stressed the importance of rural areas not being overlooked in the financial settlement
and the need to level up to access good jobs, homes, education and services by removing
barriers — such as putting in place fairer funding, tackling structural weaknesses of some
rural economies and their over-dependence on specific industries, capitalising on
opportunities for green growth, and strengthening the hand of rural institutions and civil
society (which is where local councils play such an important role).

We will prepare a submission to the spending review in time for the government deadline of
24 September — find out more about the process.
Free webinar for clerks — LGA consultation on model code of conduct

Following a series of online consultation events, including last weeks hosted by NALC
chairman, Cllr Baxter, the LGA is hosting a webinar for local council clerks. This webinar will
provide clerks with the opportunity to find out about the background and reasoning behind
the drafting of the consultation version of the LGA's Model Member Code of Conduct.
Attendees will be invited to ask questions, give their opinions and make suggestions for
alterations to the draft code.

SAAA board meeting

I'd like to remind everyone to complete their Annual Governance and Accountability Returns
(AGAR) by the end of August (revised deadline). I attended the meeting of the Smaller
Authorities' Audit Appointments (SAAA) board this week. It was reported that by the end of
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July, 50% of local councils had submitted their return and 25% of parish meetings. So, we
have a little way to go in three weeks.

Local Council Award Scheme review

As the Local Council Award Scheme (LCAS) reaches its five-year milestone, we will be
conducting a review if its criteria. As part of the process, we are encouraging clerks,
councillors, county associations and panel members to complete the survey. We will use the
results to make improvements to the scheme. The survey will close on 14 September 2020.
For more information or enquiries, please contact NALC at linda.hammond@nalc.gov.uk.

Welcome to the new triage coordinators

I want to welcome two new additions to the NALC team. Debra Platt and Judith Mashiter
have taken up the role of LCAS triage coordinators. They will be supporting local councils
applying to the new national award scheme panel to make sure that they are putting in the
best application they can and maximising their chances of achieving the award on their first
application. Judith and Debra are both experienced local council clerks and will bring a
valuable perspective to the LCAS team.
And finally…
You might be interested in this article by the Yorkshire Post, which sets out the secretary of
state's views on strengthening local councils. Robert Jenrick MP said "one of the lessons
from the pandemic is the need for really active community involvement with town and parish
councils playing a crucial role in the decisions that matter to local people from parks and
leisure and markets and running high streets. All of those things should be done at the
lowest possible level so that they can be most responsive to local people's needs".

Yorkshire Association of Local Councils' county officer, Sheena Spence, was quoted
stressing the importance of "parishes having an opportunity to contribute to the devo
process from the outset; they are the authorities that are closest to the people and can bring
a grassroots perspective".

14.08.2020 Email from Police Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
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Hello
As part of the continued recruitment drive to bring
more police officers to Sussex, the Force is now
recruiting over 90 new PCs to join the Police
Constable Degree Apprenticeship scheme.
This is a great opportunity to strengthen local
policing and make communities feel safer in
uncertain times so please do spread the word if
you know of any potential applicants among your
friends and families.
Sussex Police is acknowledged as a very satisfying and supportive organisation to work
for and I’m delighted they were recently named among The Times Top 50 Employers for
Women 2020. I want to encourage more women to consider a career in policing and this
notable recognition will serve to make Sussex Police an even more attractive career
option.
In last week’s newsletter, I spoke about my ongoing focus on business and retail crime
both nationally and within Sussex. This week I took part in an online call with a group of
independent retailers to hear about their personal challenges in facing up to shoplifting,
abuse and assaults against staff.
It was sobering to hear their stories and makes me even more determined to find better
ways of tackling crimes against our businesses. Setting up the Safer Sussex Business
Partnership is a large part of this focus and I shall continue to report back on our
innovative way of working with Sussex Police and partners across the county.

I'm determined to see better enforcement against
speeding, excessive noise and dangerous driving

Another of my key priorities – which I know is very important to residents in both our
towns and villages - is road safety. I’m determined to see better enforcement against
speeding, excessive noise and dangerous driving in the knowledge that it wrecks
people’s quality of life as well as creating needless accidents and casualties.
My monthly webcast PAM (Performance and Accountability Meeting) in July featured
road safety as a main topic for discussion and I shall be working alongside Sussex Police
to find ways to ease the situation in trouble spots across Sussex. Viewers will have seen
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the Chief Constable make clear commitments to support those areas reporting persistent
problems.
Lastly, my Community Safety Fund is currently open with grants of up to £5,000 available
for groups providing crime diversion and prevention activities that deliver a positive and
lasting impact for residents.
Since launching the fund in December 2013, it has allocated nearly £1.5 million to
support over 200 crime reduction and community safety initiatives. The grants are
invaluable for smaller organisations who know what works locally; the volume of
applications we receive is a reassuring reminder that community spirit is alive and well in
Sussex.
The window for applications is open until 11:59pm on Friday 4th September. For more
information and to apply please visit my website.

Katy Bourne OBE
Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

14.08.2020 Email from WCCS News update
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Dear residents and partners,
Big thank you for helping us keep West Sussex Safe. We still need everyone to play
their part in preventing the spread of COVID-19.
One of the key elements to understanding where the virus is in the county, is to
make sure that if you develop any symptoms you get tested.
Testing is FREE and simple to organise. Visit NHS Coronavirus (COVID-19) or call
119. They will let you know where your nearest testing centre is. Don’t forget tests
are only available with a pre-booked appointment. Alternatively if you are unable to
travel they can arrange to send a test kit to your home.
If you have received a positive COVID-19 test result, then you should immediately
self-isolate by staying at home for at least ten days from when your symptoms
started. All other household members must stay at home and not leave the house
for 14 days.
You’ll be contacted by the NHS Test and Trace service if you test positive for
coronavirus. You’ll be asked where you’ve been recently and who you’ve been in
close contact with. This is essential to help the NHS contact anyone who may have
caught the virus from you and will help isolate any cases to keep the rate of
infection low.
Running a business that’s open to the public? You may find our template to record
contact details useful. Download our printable version from our website here or a
digital version here.
Keep safe and thank you for your continued support.

Back to school with confidence
A new webpage has been created to
help West Sussex parents and children
feel ready and confident to get back to
school.
Our Back to School webpage has videos, guidance and key information on the
changes put in place to keep all pupils and staff safe, including information on
‘bubbles’, transport, mealtimes and emotional wellbeing.
Pupils who went back to school last term have recorded a message of reassurance
for those who might be feeling nervous. Please do share this new resource with
other families.
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Support with results
AS and A Level students have opened their results
under very different circumstances this year.
While many will be celebrating, as always some won’t
have achieved the grades they wanted and may be
unsure about what to do next.
Help is available from our careers advice service, with trained careers advisors on
hand to talk through their options. Young people can call 0330 222 2700 or
email careersadvice@westsussex.gov.uk .
Find support with GCSE, A-Level and AS-Level results

County Council’s Chairman joins VJ Day
celebrations
Tomorrow (15 August), marks the 75th anniversary of
Victory Over Japan (VJ) Day.
To mark the occasion West Sussex County Council is
supporting The Royal British Legion’s programme of activity.
These activities will allow residents to remember and recognise all those who
served and sacrificed in the Far East and ultimately brought an end to the Second
World War.
The Legion’s programme of activities include:
•

Commemorative service at the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire
led by His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales - broadcast on BBC One;

•

National two minutes silence at 11am;

•

Activity packs, designed for all ages, to provide an overview of the Second
World War focused on the Asia-Pacific area.

In West Sussex, the Chairman of the County Council will be attending a short act of
remembrance and reflection, socially distanced, on Saturday at 11am at the War
Memorial in Litten Gardens, Chichester, followed by visiting the War Memorial in
Petworth, where she will be laying a wreath.
Find out more.
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Does your community
need a boost? Project
funding available to
community groups

Making 'wheel'
progress as work
continues on our popup cycleways

The County Council's
Community Initiative
Funding (CIF) window is
now open to
organisations seeking
financial support to
deliver local projects
from October and
November.

Construction work
started this week in
Worthing on the second
of seven temporary
cycleway schemes in
West Sussex.

Residents are
encouraged to re-assure
familiar groups that CIF
funding will continue to
be awarded remotely,
should the autumn round
of County Local
Committees not be held
in person.
The process for
submitting applications
to the Micro Fund and
crowdfunding pitches,
via West Sussex Crowd,
still applies.

The scheme will run
from the Grove Lodge
roundabout to Worthing
town centre.
Work is progressing well
on the Chichester
cycleway, which is due
to finish next week.
Watch the short film on
our Facebook
or Twitter.

Don't miss our Fire &
Rescue Service's
Virtual Open Day!
On 15 August, West
Sussex Fire & Rescue
Service will be holding
their first ever Virtual
Open Day on their
Facebook page.
Tune in for home fire
safety advice, behindthe-scenes tours of the
service and a day of fun
for all the family!
More information and
the full schedule can be
found on the Facebook
event.

Find out more about
the schemes.

The deadline to upload a
project idea and submit
a crowdfunding pitch is
01 October.
For more information
visit the website.
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Remind yourself of the
best way to wash your
hands.

Check that you know
when you should be
social distancing.

Read the latest
guidance on face
coverings, including
how to make your
own.

Please encourage your friends and family to subscribe to receive these important
updates via our registration page.

15.08.2020 Email from WSCC WS4Community update – finding alerts

West Sussex 4 Community
Funding Alerts and News for the VCSE Sector
Dear Jonna Foote,
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Funding News
Registering for the funding news service ensures you are kept up to date with the latest funding
news. The following news articles have been published in the last week. To view the full details of
any news article, simply click on its title.
13/08/2020: England’s Social Enterprises Have One Week to Apply for COVID-19 Crisis
Funding
11/08/2020: Emergency Fund for Migration Charity Sector Re-opens – Apply Without Delay
10/08/2020: Cultural Organisations in England Can Apply Now Culture Recovery Funding
10/08/2020: Emergency Funding for BAME Communities in England
10/08/2020: Final Week to Apply for Government Portion of Coronavirus Community
Support Fund
07/08/2020: New Funding for Local Projects that Support Armed Forces Communities in the
UK
07/08/2020: New Funding to Reduce Social Isolation in Armed Forces Communities

Your Funding Alerts
Funding alerts allow you to receive email notifications if new funding opportunities arise which
match your search requirements. To setup a funding alert, simply run a search for funding on the
site. When you are viewing search results press "Save Search". There is an option to receive
funding alerts at this stage so make sure this option is ticked.
You can also set up funding alerts for a search you have already saved by enabling email alerts in
the "Saved searches" area on the site.
There have been no funding changes that match your profile.

6.08.2020 Email from HDC Voluntary Sector update
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.
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Voluntary Sector Support
in the Horsham District
17 August 2020 - The latest newsletter from Voluntary Sector Support at Horsham District
Council.

Funding
Phoenix Fund
The National Lottery Community Fund and Global Fund for Children have opened the
Phoenix Fund for applications. This new initiative will provide £1 million in emergency grants
to BAME community groups and will support BAME leadership across England.
The Phoenix Fund is accepting grant applications from micro
and small BAME-led organisations in England, with a turnover
up to £100,000, that are working with people of any age and
providing essential and emergency services, support, and
education tailored to the BAME community.

Read more

Sussex Community Foundation – grant funding update
In recent months, the Sussex Community Foundation have been focusing on supporting
Sussex charities and community groups, as they work hard to adjust their services to the
coronavirus lock down and, at the same time, continue to meet the needs of the people they
support. The importance of providing access to quick emergency funding has been the
Foundation’s greatest priority during this time. The Foundation are pleased to be able to
continue their funding support through the Sussex Crisis Fund until at least September,
when normal funding rounds will resume.
The next deadline for grant applications to the General
Awards Autumn round is Friday 11 September and the
Foundation is now accepting applications to that round.
You may apply to both the Sussex Crisis Fund and the usual
Autumn round of funding, which is also currently open.
The Foundation encourages applicants who have non-urgent funding needs and/or
activities taking place over a year to apply to the usual Autumn round, rather than to the
Sussex Crisis Fund.
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Apply here

Lloyds Bank Foundation Recovery Fund
Deadline: 11 September
Small and local charities can apply for COVID-19 Recovery
Fund: a two-year unrestricted grant of £50k alongside the
support of a Development Partner to help identify and act on
any organisational challenges faced in light of Covid-19.

Apply here

Government Grant closing on 28 August 2020
Please consider carefully if your organisation is eligible to apply for the below grants.
•

Has your non-profit organisation experienced a loss of
income as a direct result of COVID-19.

•

Do you have a venue, for example, that you’ve been
unable to open for leisure activities or hire out due to
COVID-19?

If the answer is yes to either or both of the above questions, you may be eligible for a grant
under one of the following schemes:
1. Small Business Grant – if you have a building that has a rateable value of under
£10,000.
2. Retail, Leisure & Hospitality Grant – if you have a building that has a rateable value
of between £10,001 and £51,000 and the Valuation Office describes your premises
as being for retail, leisure or hospitality activities. For example you might be a
sports club or a hall you let out for classes and leisure activities.
3. Discretionary Fund Grant – if you don’t have a building but are involved in charitable
activities or retail, leisure and hospitality; or if you have a building and the Valuation
Office describes it as something else such as “storage” but your activities are
charitable and/or retail, leisure and hospitality.
You can access these grants from the District Council’s
business rates webpages: https://www.lgss-revsbens.com/horsham/business-rates/
Visit the webpage to read more, EVEN IF YOU DON’T PAY
BUSINESS RATES. Some charities and not for profit
organisations are still eligible to apply irrespective of whether
they business rates or not.
If you are in doubt, the advice is simply to apply.
There is no guarantee you will be awarded a grant, but there is nothing to lose in
submitting an application.
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The Government has told the District Council to close the
above various grant funds on 28 August. So, if you haven’t
yet received a Government grant and have lost money
during lockdown you need to apply now!

Read more here

Information and guidance
Queens Award for Voluntary Service - make a nomination
There is still time to nominate local outstanding volunteer
groups across East and West Sussex for this prestigious
Award - the MBE for local community organisations.
Any group of two or more people doing volunteer work that provides a social, economic or
environmental service to local community can be nominated until 25 September.

Nominate here

Keep West Sussex Safe campaign resources
West Sussex County Council have made available
coronavirus campaign materials for local businesses,
communities, organisations, and services.
Please download or share these messages to encourage
others to keep West Sussex safe and prevent the spread of
coronavirus.

Read more

Managing youth sector activities and spaces during COVID-19
The National Youth Agency (NYA) as the professional statutory and regulatory body for
youth work in England has, in consultation with Public Health England and the Health and
Safety Executive, developed youth sector specific advice and guidance.
The guidance will support local providers, leaders, volunteers
and young people to remain safe when engaging in youth
sector activities. It is intended to guide the youth sector in
opening up services for young people at the right pace and
time.

Read more
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Surveys and consultations
The Big Health and Care (social distancing) Conversation
How did health and social care services work for you during COVID-19?
The Sussex Health and Care Partnership is made up of local NHS organisations and
councils working together to provide the best health and care services for the people of
Sussex. Sussex Health and Care Partnership are seeking feedback on health and social
care services during Covid-19.

Respond here

Sussex Covid-19 BAME Disparity Response Programme
Coronavirus affects different people in different ways. For
some it can be a totally asymptomatic infection, whilst for
others, it can sadly be fatal.
In response to the stark data showing that Black Asian and Minority Ethnic communities are
more likely to be affected by COVID-19, a Sussex wide programme has been created, with
the aims to;
•

better understand the experiences and challenges faced by local BAME
communities during COVID-19 and

•

use that information to inform and challenge our services to better support and
protect you during the pandemic and beyond

Respond here

Voluntary Sector Support send this newsletter fortnightly.
For extra news and updates, follow us on Twitter
@myhorsham
If you have any questions or an article you'd like us to include
please feel free to contact us.
Rachel Evans and the Voluntary Sector Support Team
Telephone: 01403 215191
Email: volunteering@horsham.gov.uk
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Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
Contact Us
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17.08.2020 Email from WSCC Libraries re-open their doors

news release
PR 14996
For Immediate Release
17 August 2020

Libraries across West Sussex re-open their doors

Libraries in West Sussex have welcomed residents back inside their buildings today (Monday
17 August) for the first time since they were forced to close earlier this year.

All 36 libraries are now open for people to browse the shelves, but the number of visitors
allowed in the buildings at any one time will be limited to allow for social distancing.

New safety measures are in place at all libraries and any returned items will be quarantined
for 72 hours before they are available for others to borrow.

Reduced opening hours will still be in place at all libraries for the foreseeable future, but the
aim is to gradually increase them over time.
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Duncan Crow, Cabinet Member for Fire and Rescue and Communities, said: “All of our
libraries across the county have been open for a wonderful service called ‘Select and Collect’
since the beginning of July, which has allowed local staff to deliver a much needed library
offer to all of their users, but since then they have been working on plans to get the library
buildings open for more services as quickly and as safely as possible.

“The steps they have put in place to open up browsing to limited numbers has taken a lot of
thought and effort from the entire library service, but we hope that you will now take this
opportunity to come and choose from the full range of library stock.”

During July, the ‘Select and Collect’ service proved very popular, with an average of 1,300
reservations placed each day.

It will remain in place for customers wishing to reserve specific items, and those who would
like a member of staff to choose for them so that they can minimise their time in the library.

Each library will also be offering a limited IT service, either during browsing times or in a
separate session.

These one-hour sessions will need to be booked in advance either by phoning or visiting your
local library.

You can find information about current opening times and available services on the library
website www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries or by contacting your local library.

Ends
For further information please contact the news desk on 0330 222 8090 or email
pressoffice@westsussex.gov.uk
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