Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 5 – 11 October 2020 (Agenda November 2020)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Jonna Foote
____________________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
____________________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a member
of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during working hours (Monday – Wednesday 8.30
– 16.00).
•
•
•
•
•

Litter Warden reported problem with trees overhanging telephone cables in Station Road,
this has been reported to BT as appropriate;
Rudgwick Hall flooring repair has been arranged;
Annual PAT and Emergency Lights testing for Rudgwick Hall/ Jubilee Hall has been arranged;
HDC Community Facilities Assessment has been arranged for 20th October;
Youth Worker has reported litter incidents (public using the Youth Club’s specialist recycle
bins as “general bins” – causing problems. Clerk is investigating possibilities (provision of
additional bin – purchase costs and collection costs) or relocation of one of the existing bins –
to be discussed with Open Space Warden.

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 09.11.2020
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 09.11.2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Official
Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 09.11.2020
Application
No
DC/20/1314

Applicant

Reason for Application

Pennthorpe School,
Church Street,
Rudgwick

Surgery to 2 x Trees

RPC
Recommendation
No objection

HDC
Decision
Permitted

Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 09.11.2020
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

none
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 09.11.2020
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 09.11.2020

Public
Inquiry/Written
Representation

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
• Email from parishioner enquiring after HDC litter collection on The Haven Road.
Clerk has investigated this, litter picking is undertaken every six weeks.
Emails/correspondence from external organisations/people
02.10.2020 Email from HDC
Rudgwick Neighbourhood Plan (Reg 16 Consultation)
Dear Consultee,
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CONSULTATION OF THE RUDGWICK NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN - REGULATION 16 –
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (GENERAL) REGULATIONS 2012 (AS AMENDED)
Rudgwick Parish Council has prepared a Neighbourhood Development Plan. The Plan sets out a vision for the future of
the parish and planning policies which will be used to determine planning applications locally. In accordance with
Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 (as amended), the submission draft plan and associated
documents will go out to consultation from:
Friday 2 October 5pm to midnight on Friday 20 November 2020 for 7 weeks inviting representations on the draft
submission plan, basic conditions statement, consultation statement and accompanying supporting evidence. The
Rudgwick Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents are available to view on the Horsham District Council’s website:
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/currentconsultations
Documents will not be made available in deposit locations due to the current COVID-19 pandemic. If local residents have
difficulty in engaging online we have provided a telephone number and email address below. This will be on a message
service where members of the public are encouraged to leave their details for an officer to contact them back if they need
further information.
Email: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk – SAS@southdowns.gov.uk
Telephone: 01403 215398
We encourage those responding to use our online consultation system which is available on our website, at the above
web address. All representations must arrive no later than 12am (midnight) on Friday 20 November 2020

05.10.2020 Email from WSCC
WSCC News Release – All West Sussex’s trial pop-up cycleways now open

All the Government-funded, trial pop-up cycleways in West Sussex are now open, with routes available
for people to try in Chichester, Crawley, East Grinstead, Horsham, Shoreham (pictured) and Worthing.
Would-be cyclists are being urged to consider leaving the car at home and try them for themselves.
Parents might consider using part of the routes for their journeys to school.
An important part of assessing the cycleways will be to monitor usage: these are trial schemes, so if
people want them to stay, please use them.
Route maps and feedback surveys are available online at www.westsussex.gov.uk/popupcyclelanes
What happens next?
Usage of each of the trial cycleways is being monitored through automatic counters.
We will be collating a lot of information and data, including: cyclist numbers, traffic congestion, any
accidents, plus air quality results, where these are available through the district and borough councils.
We are also collating feedback from all the stakeholders involved, including through our online surveys.
All the information and feedback will be reviewed on a rolling basis in October and November.
Once the information has been analysed a decision will be made either to:
•

keep the cycleway for a further period, and future review,

•
•

to make alterations and review in future,
or to remove the scheme.
Why the schemes were introduced:

The pop-up cycleways for West Sussex aim to create safe space for active travel and encourage people
to cycle rather than use the car. They are an emergency response to increase travel options as part of
the Government-led recovery plan from COVID-19.
The introduction of social distancing has reduced public transport capacity and people from different
households are discouraged from car sharing.
As an emergency response, the Government required the trial schemes to be planned and installed
within three months. Given the timeframe, we consulted key partners including district and borough
councils, emergency services and bus operators. Normally schemes of this nature would take years to
develop and be subject to various stages of public consultation that might last two or more months and
involve exhibitions, etc. This was not possible given the timescale limitations required.
The cycleway routes are the result of collaborative work with the district and borough councils.

05.10.2020 Email from Gatwick Airport Ltd
Gatwick Announcement
Dear Parish/Town Council or Neighbourhood Group
Gatwick is going through the most challenging period in its history but – despite the difficulty - we have
remained open throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. We have however been forced to take some difficult
decisions including postponing many of our capital investment projects and making significant reductions in
the number of jobs. Our passenger and air traffic numbers are significantly down on what we usually expect
at this time of year, and we currently predict that it may take up to four to five years to recover to pre-COVID19 levels.
As such, we are having to explore new ways to help us recover, including new revenue streams, so we can
continue to preserve as many jobs as possible and continue to be an important contributor of economic
prosperity and jobs across the wider region.
One of these new initiatives will be the introduction, next year, of a charge for people who drop passengers
off by car directly outside our terminal - as most UK airports have done for many years. Anyone who does not
wish to pay the charge will be able to drop-off or pick-up passengers in the airport’s long-stay car parks with
two hours free parking and a free shuttle bus to the terminals.
The £5 charge will also see Gatwick continue to meet our commitment to reduce ‘Kiss and Fly’ - the least
sustainable type of journey to the airport as it involves two return car journeys – while also encouraging
public transport use and potentially cutting road traffic congestion and emissions at Gatwick and surrounding
local areas. Currently around 15% of airport journeys are ‘Kiss and Fly’.

Gatwick is looking at solutions to allow those who regularly drop off and one pick up at the South Terminal
each day to access to the train station to make a token annual payment contribution. Suitable solutions for
Blue Badge holder’s convenience are also being looked at.
Reducing the airport’s environmental impact continues to be an important focus and Gatwick plans to put a
proportion of the revenue into Gatwick’s existing Sustainable Transport Fund.
No date has been set to introduce the new charging system, but the first step includes a consultation on the
implementation of a Red Route system across the airport campus to indicate that stopping to park, load or
unload, board or alight from a vehicle is prohibited. Revenue raised through Red Route fines will also be used
to fund sustainable transport initiatives under the guidance of the airport’s Transport Steering Group, which
includes external local representatives.
The airport benefits from strong public transport links, with recent improvements enabling a train leaving for
London every three to four minutes – as regular as tube services – and a £4 million upgrade to an airport bus
interchange benefitting the 3 million people who use it each year. Around 650 local services arrive / depart
the bus interchange each week, many of them 24-hour services.
Gatwick also remains committed to its investment in the ongoing £150 million project to upgrade the
airport’s train station, which will make connections to other destinations easier by doubling the size of the
station concourse, adding five new lifts and eight escalators to improve passenger flow, and widening two
platforms to reduce overcrowding.
A copy of our press release regarding this announcement is attached for your reference.
Kind Regards, Alison Addy, Head of Community Engagement

05.10.2020 Email from NALC
What are the health challenges post COVID-19?

Join our Leaders talk: The future of health challenges post COVID-19 online event on 28 October 2020. It
will take a strategic look at how local (parish and town) councils can help their communities
overcome local health challenges when the current pandemic eases.

The expert panel features:
•

Olivia Butterworth, head of public participation at NHS England, she will talk about the
development of Primary Care Networks, the role of local councils in reaching and
connecting with residents, developing shared priorities, and the need to work together to
address health inequalities and increase access to care.

Prices for this event start from £30. This event is sponsored by BHIB Councils Insurance, Blachere
Illumination, CCLA, Parish Online and the Epilepsy Society.

Register your place and find out more about this event

05.10.2020 Email from Loxwood Parish Council
Revised Loxwood Parish Neighbourhood Plan REGULATION 14
Please be advised that Loxwood Parish Neighbourhood Plan is undergoing Regulation 14
consultation from 9am 28th September to 5pm on 9th November 2020.
The Draft Revised Neighbourhood Plan and SEA Documents together with a copy of the comments
form and evidence base are available on the website www-loxwood-pc.gov.uk in the Neighbourhood
Plan section.
https://www.loxwood-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan.html
Jane Bromley, Clerk, Loxwood Parish Council
Office hours 9am to 11am Wednesdays; 9am to 1pm Thursdays.
06.10.2020 Email from NALC
Rebuilding Communities

How to support mental health in your community

Join our Leaders talk: Supporting mental health in your community online event on 30 October 2020.
This event will focus on the challenge of mental health. You will learn about how to support mental
health in your communities and will be able to share your own experiences and ideas on how your
council is finding solutions for residents.

The expert panel features:
•

Amy Browne, stewardship lead at CCLA, she will talk about CCLA’s mental health
programme and their ambition to unite companies and investors to help drive systemic
change, and measuring companies’ approach to employee mental wellbeing.

•

Paul Farmer, chief executive at Mind, will talk about mental health awareness and tackling
stigma, how local councils can be part of the mental health support system and the role of
councils as employers.

Prices for this event start from £30. This event is sponsored by BHIB Councils Insurance, Blachere
Illumination, CCLA, Parish Online and the Epilepsy Society.

Register your place and find out more about this event

06.10.2020 Email from HDOPF
MP Question Time meeting 6th November - now being held on Zoom! Book your place
Dear Horsham District Older Peoples Forum Supporter
The Horsham District Older Peoples Forum (HDOPF) is pleased to announce that it will be hosting
(supported by Horsham District Council and Age UK Horsham) their highly popular annual ‘MP
Question Time’ event for local older people* on Friday the 6th of November. This year, Covid 19
restrictions give us the opportunity to hold the meeting through Zoom. Thus people can attend and

listen in from the comfort of their own home using a computer, smart phone, tablet or iPad. No
travelling necessary!
The Horsham District Older Peoples Forum originally started this meeting of local older people with
local MP, Jeremy Quin in 2016. It was so well attended, informative, candid and enjoyable it is now
being held annually. With in person meetings severely restricted we didn’t want to miss out on this
event, hence using Zoom.
The HDOPF ‘MP Question Time’ event is a genuine opportunity for the local older community from
across the Horsham District, to meet a local MP, put questions, raise issues and listen to an MP’s
answers and views. 'Getting it straight from the horse’s mouth' rather than from the news or social
media.
This November 6th the meeting is with the recently elected Andrew Griffith, MP for Arundel & the
South Downs. He regularly expresses his forthright concerns in Parliament and in his articles in the
WSCT i.e. over the government's proposals for planning reform and use of an algorithm to calculate
the numbers for building new houses to be met by local authorities. See his website
www.andrewgriffithmp.com

The meeting is for older people aged 60+ living in the Horsham District or those that care for
someone who is, or those that are involved with or simply care about the issues faced by older
people. *The event is also open to anyone who is involved with the challenges and issues faced by
older people in the Horsham District including neighbourhood, parish, district and county
councillors.
The MP Question Time Zoom event is free to attend and will be held 10.30am- 1pm Friday 6th
November 2020
For those not used to attending Zoom meetings we are holding a practice Zoom session without
Andrew Griffith MP, 2 days before, on Wednesday 4th November 10.30am – 11.30am. Completely
informal and friendly.

If you would like to attend either or both sessions, the Forum has to ask that you simply book your
place via email to hdopforum@gmail.com as there is a licence limit on numbers (100). You will be
sent the joining link and passwords etc prior to the meeting(s).
Further information on the HDOPF website www.horshamdistrictolderpeoplesforum.btck.co.uk
If you have a question that you would like to ask Andrew Griffith MP, (even if you can’t attend the
meeting), email that to the Forum if possible well before the event please, so that a fair range of
questions can be put plus, if research is needed, Mr Griffith will have the answer on the day.
Due to the nature of a Zoom meeting, time constraints and numbers attending it is unlikely that
questions from the floor can be put on the day. There will be a visible, rolling, write a comment section
on the meeting webpage during the meeting for anyone to make a comment.
Please, if you are able to circulate and inform others of this opportunity, please do so.
Thank you for your ongoing much valued support
Martin Bruton, Chairman
Horsham District Older Peoples Forum

06.10.2020 Email from HDC
Minutes published: Meeting of Thursday, 24th September, 2020 5.30 pm, Cabinet.

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Tuesday, 6th October, 2020, 1.52 pm - Minutes published: Meeting of
Thursday, 24th September, 2020 5.30 pm, Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

06.10.2020 Email from HDC
Agenda published: Meeting of Wednesday, 14th October, 2020 6.00 pm, Council.

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Tuesday, 6th October, 2020, 1.39 pm - Agenda published: Meeting of
Wednesday, 14th October, 2020 6.00 pm, Council.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

07.10.2020 Email from NALC
Rebuilding Communities

How do the tiers of local government collaborate?

Join our Leaders talk: Collaboration for health and wellbeing online event on 29 October
2020 to find out about how the different tiers of local government are working together to
improve the health and wellbeing of their communities.

The expert panel features:
•

Danielle Frost, health and wellbeing officer at the Essex Association of Local
Councils, will talk about health and wellbeing plans, facilitating and promoting the
links with partners, and supporting local (parish and town) councils in making their
communities more accessible for all.

•

Dr Mike Gogarty, director of wellbeing, public health and communities at Essex
County Council will talk about how key health issues can be addressed by
communities working together, principal authorities supporting local councils to
deliver their own local agendas using microgrants and focussed training, and how
social media presents great opportunities for even better cohesion in local
communities.

•

Justin Newman, director of strategy and partnerships at Ageing Better will talk
about the impact of COVID-19 on an ageing population, how communities have
and are responding, and how rebuilding communities can be inclusive and agefriendly.

Prices for this event start from £30. This event is sponsored by BHIB Councils Insurance,
Blachere Illumination, CCLA, Parish Online and the Epilepsy Society.

Register your place and find out more about this event

08.10.2020 Email from HDC

Public Notice Drungewick Lane, Loxwood - Start Date 20/10/20

08.10.2020 Email from NALC
Find out how to recognise hidden disabilities

Find out how to recognise hidden disabilities

Attend our Leaders talk: Local councils and hidden disabilities online event on 30 October
2020 to find out about how local (parish and town) councils are best placed to understand
the hidden disabilities in their communities. You will come away with a unique
understanding of what hidden disabilities look like and how your council can safeguard
residents.

The expert panel features:
•

Cllr Liz Hitchins, chair of Dementia Friendly Parishes around the Yealm, will talk
about how five local councils are working together to find solutions for dementia,
the Four Rivers Dementia Alliance (a collaboration of 20 local councils promoting
dementia-friendly communities), and the South Hams Dementia-Friendly Forum (a
forum that represents dementia-friendly communities across South Hams District
Council).

•

Clare Pelham, chief executive of the Epilepsy Society, will talk about
how epilepsy comes in many different guises, most of them invisible and how
to understand them, helping make sure your community is seizure savvy, and
empowering people with hidden disabilities to represent themselves in local
politics.

•

Ian Sheriff, academic partnership lead for dementia at the University of Plymouth,
will talk about what local councils can do next to find solutions for dementia and the
challenges COVID-19 presents for people living with dementia.

Prices for this event start from £30. This event is sponsored by BHIB Councils Insurance,
Blachere Illumination, CCLA, Parish Online and the Epilepsy Society.

Register your place and find out more about this event

08.10.2020 Email from WSCC
Temporary Road Closure Tismans Common

08.10.2020 Email from MHS
Sussex CCG’s Flu Partner Briefing

Partner briefing - Flu - October 2020
Flu vaccinations started in September and will continue over the winter months, with appointments
available throughout the season (so there is still plenty of time for people to book).
GP practices are open and safe, and staff have put plans in place to be able to safely administer the
flu vaccine for patients. This may mean that some patients see some differences in how flu clinics are
run this year.
Eligibility for the NHS funded (free) flu vaccination in 2020
•
people aged 65 years or over

•

those aged from six months to less than 65 years of age, in a clinical risk group
all pregnant women (including those women who become pregnant during the flu season)
close contacts of individuals with a weakened immunity system

•

all children aged 2-3 years, and all primary school aged children

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

people living in long-stay residential care homes or other long-stay care facilities
carers, those who are in receipt of a carer's allowance, or who are the main carer of an older
or disabled person (note: for unpaid carers (family/friends), Action for Carers provide more
information on the Surrey Carers flu voucher
scheme)
New groups in 2020:
children in school year 7 (in secondary school)
household contacts of those on the NHS Shielded Patient List
health and social care workers
people aged between 50 and 64

•

Staggering flu vaccine clinics and phased delivery
GP practices and pharmacies receive phased deliveries of the vaccine and flu clinics are scheduled to
coincide with these deliveries. By staggering appointments over the winter months, we can help
protect as many people as possible from flu.
Please note the NHS have briefed GPs and pharmacies to remind them that flu vaccination for people
who are aged 50 to 64 and are not in an at risk group will not be available until November at the
earliest. This is to ensure that those who are most at risk are vaccinated first. We have informed
providers (GPs and pharmacies) that they should neither invite nor vaccinate to anyone in this age
group until advised to do so. We are explaining this to patients in our provider communications and
asking them for their cooperation and patience. GPs and pharmacies can continue to invite and
vaccinate those in at risk groups aged 50 to 64 as normal.
Household members or carers of shielded patients are eligible for the flu vaccination and have been
vaccinated. They are advised to contact the GP practice they are registered with to book an
appointment or visit their local community pharmacy (if over 18).
Parents and carers of two and three year olds should receive an invitation for their child to have the
vaccination at their GP surgery before the winter. If they have not heard from their GP by early
November, we are advising them to contact the practice directly to make an appointment.
For primary school-aged children and those in Year 7 at secondary school, a vaccination session will
be held at school during the autumn term. Parents and carers will be contacted by their local
healthcare team via the school.
Sussex flu vaccination campaign 2020/21
The Sussex system's approach to promoting the flu vaccine is to undertake a coordinated county
wide campaign, in line with the national campaign timings and using all the campaign messaging and
assets provided for the NHS and Public Health England national leads.
This year's campaign narrative is: “Just” the flu? Each year the flu kills on average 11,000 people and
hospitalises thousands more. There's no “just” about it.
1

The Sussex flu campaign 2020 toolkit has been created to bring a county wide coordinated campaign
to life, and enable NHS and Local Authority partners to be active participants and collaborate on the
flu campaign, which launches nationally the week beginning 5 October.
It sets out the timeline for joined up communications activities to encourage the take up of the flu
vaccine, and provides materials for partners to use in their communication channels to support a
Sussex wide campaign to staff and the public.
This local campaign is designed as collaborative piece of work, which partners are asked to
contribute to with their expertise, and use their networks and relationships within the community to
help disseminate the core messages to target each of the eligible cohorts. If you have any questions
about the campaign or would like to support, please contact sxccg.comms@nhs.net

08.10.2020 Email from HDC
Latest news: Award wins for our Building Control Team | Have your say on Rudgwick's
Neighbourhood Plan | Self-Isolation Support Payments | Neighbourhood warden news | World
Mental Health Day

Latest news
2

and information

Award wins for our Building
Control team
Horsham District Council’s Sussex Building Control team
scooped two major business awards at the 2020 South East
Local Authority Building Control (LABC) Building Excellence Awards.
They won the Best Partnership award with Horsham-based business Gaffney Architecture;
and Best Social or Affordable Housing Development for the construction of the Newtimber
Close development in Southgate, Crawley.

Read more

Have your say:
Rudgwick
Neighbourhood Plan
The Rudgwick Neighbourhood Plan consultation has now started and is open for seven
weeks until Friday 20 November.
The Rugdwick Neighbourhood Development Plan sets out a vision for the Parish and will be
used to determine planning applications locally. We welcome your comments on the plan,
which will be reviewed at the end of the consultation.

Read more and comment

Council supports Self-Isolation Support
Payments
Residents on low incomes who are told by NHS Test and Trace to self-isolate may be
entitled to financial support during self-isolation thanks to the Test and Trace Self-Isolation
Support Payment.
Councillor Tricia Youtan Horsham District Council Cabinet Member for Community Matters
and Wellbeing said:

3

“With case numbers in our area set to rise again, breaking the chain of transmission is
critical. So if you are told to self-isolate, please do so to protect your friends and family and
break the chains of transmission.”
“We appreciate these are such difficult times for a great many people and the Council very
much welcomed the news that the Government is providing further support to people who
are being forced to self-isolate and cannot therefore go to work and earn.
“I would urge as many of you who are eligible for this additional support to apply.”

Read more and apply

Neighbourhood Wardens
Storrington Wardens clean up
Millpond
Storrington Millpond is looking litter-free thanks to our
Storrington Wardens and volunteers from West Sussex
County Council's Community Volunteer team.
"We cleared about a dozen bags of rubbish - mainly bottles
and cans that had been thrown into the pond," says warden
Chris. "We even fished out a bike and some double glazed windows!"

Read more

Council successfully wages war on fly-posting
The Council has successfully prosecuted a local roofing business for illegal advertising
across the Horsham District.
The case was taken to the Magistrates Court resulting in the company being found guilty
and held accountable for a breach of a Community Protection Notice. They were then
ordered to pay fines and costs amounting to £3272.
The Community Protection Notice (CPN) had been issued to the business by the Council’s
Horsham Town Neighbourhood Wardens in September 2020.

Read more

4

Horsham's Thursday
Markets return
The Council in partnership with Horsham town
market operators Food Rocks are pleased to
announce that the Thursday markets are back up
and running on Thursdays.
Reacting to the feedback from user surveys, a small but high quality choice of street food
and fresh produce stalls will occupy the Carfax bandstand area each Thursday in October
as a pilot. If successful, it is hoped to extend the trial for subsequent Thursdays.

Read more

Community Safety
World Mental Heath Day
This year’s World Mental Health Day, on 10 October,
comes at a time when our daily lives have changed
considerably as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
There are many things we can do to look after our mental
health while at home for long periods and to help others
who may need extra support.
We've pulled together a list of links to organisations and
resources. Follow the button below to find resources that
may help.

Find resources

Get safe online
We’re all using the internet more these days. But are we
doing it safely?
It’s time to spread some great back-to-basics advice, with
Get Safe Online Global 24: the world’s longest ever nonstop cyber event on 15 October.

Find out more

5

09.10.2020 Email from SSALC
WSALC AGM
Good morning
I hope you are well.
Please note that the WSALC Ltd Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th November 2020 at
10.00am by Zoom, please could you advise your nominated voting representative(s).
An agenda and any supporting documents will be circulated shortly.
Have a lovely weekend.
Kind regards,
Anna Beams
Office, Training & Events Manager, SSALC Ltd
Direct Dial: 01273 830204

09.10.2020 Email from NALC
NALC Newsletter

NALC Policy Committee
NALC’s Policy Committee met remotely on 6 October, here are a few highlights:
•

To support our extensive work on the planning white paper and related consultations, the
Committee agreed on several overarching policies to help our approach and engagement with
government.
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•

The committee welcomed the good progress being made by the task and finish group on
Climate Change and agreed this should continue, with the work by local councils to tackling
climate change and measures needed to help them further promoted through the passage of
the Environment Bill.

•

A motion from the Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils regarding public spaces sold
to management companies was supported.

UK2070 Commission report
Go big, go local, is the message from the UK2070 Commission, an independent inquiry into the city and
regional inequalities in the UK, in their report on a new deal for levelling up the United
Kingdom. Entitled Go Big, Go Local, it calls on the government to develop a new deal for levelling up the
UK, commit to full fiscal devolution to the devolved nations and councils in England and ensure that the
COP26 2021 Glasgow programme on climate change embeds the principles of a Just Transition to Zerocarbon economy.

Meeting with Lord O’Shaughnessy
On 7 October our chairman, Cllr Sue Baxter, met with Lord O’Shaughnessy – a former health minister
and think tank chief executive – to brief him on the sector following a speech he gave at the recent
Creating Communities event where he said he was “a big believer in parishes and towns”. Issues covered
included devolution, creation of new councils, local government finance and the toilet tax.

#RebuildingCommunities online events series
NALC's new online event series is bringing together national influencers, policymakers and decisionmakers, along with the local council sector to share ideas and inspiration on how we can build back
stronger and more resilient communities for the future. We have a series of events on the theme of
health and wellbeing coming up this month, which will showcase the relevance of local councils to all
major aspects of community health. There will be speakers from NHS England; Ageing Better; Mind;
Dementia Friendly Parishes around the Yealm; the Epilepsy Society; the University of Plymouth, the
Royal Voluntary Service; Essex Association of Local Councils; and Essex County Council. In November
there's an event dedicated to engaging with young people from Frome Town Council, and in January you
can hear about Biggleswade Town Council's unique approach to strategic planning. Get more
information and book your place here.

LCR Summer
The Summer edition of our magazine LCR is due to drop on doorsteps in the coming week. Packed with
lots of helpful information, it includes a Financial Special to help keep your financial practices on track,
the inside story on setting up a new council from the clerk of Weymouth Town Council, and a guide to
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the responsibilities local council employers have for homeworkers. Additionally, we have the first of a
series of articles from the main political parties' MPs, who give their views of the excellent work local
councils have been doing during the pandemic, and what they see as the future for the sector. And
there’s so much including our regular articles highlighting those motivating councils and councillors from
who you can take inspiration! Find out more about LCR and how to subscribe here.

Direct Information Service
Out this week is the latest Direct Information Service (DIS) 973, our fortnightly update on the latest
news including a round-up of government statements and consultations, planning, rural affairs, funding
opportunities, events and a recap of NALC stories. Find out more and get the latest news directly to your
inbox here.

In and about
Our project officer, Claire Goldfinch, attended the Rural Service Network’s Rural Vulnerability webinar
on 5 October, which heard from Janie Moor from the South Hams Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Alex
Phillimore from the Farming Community Network and Rachel Ryan-Crisp from Southern Water. Key
topics covered included The BT Switch Off (goal of 2025 to switch off the use of household phones),
ensuring vulnerable members of society are protected, and the effect of COVID-19 on rural
communities.

To help discussions about the creation of a new town council in Boston, Lincolnshire, Justin Griggs, head
of policy and communications, and Katrina Evans from the county association, attended and spoke at a
remote meeting (live-streamed on YouTube) of the town’s area committee on 7 October. I’m delighted
the outcome was to unanimously recommend the district council trigger a community governance
review!

I was pleased to join the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils at their annual
general meeting on 6 October and give a presentation on our work.

And finally...
We’re currently working with the Local Government Association and others to press for a continuation
beyond May 2021 of the flexibility to hold remote council meetings. To help with this, we’d love to hear
about attendance by the public at your council meetings, so please complete our rapid response
survey – it just takes just a few seconds, thank you!
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•

Latest coronavirus figures in West Sussex

•

World Mental Health Day

•

Primary school applications now open
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Find your next job with our new career site

•

Changes to opening hours at our Household Waste Recycling Sites

•

Age UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove launch support for older people

Latest coronavirus figures in West Sussex
In the seven days between 28 September to 4 October, 285 of our residents tested
positive.
While the rate of cases per 100,000 population (the weekly incidence rate) remains
below the regional and national level, clearly cases are rising. In the period 21
September to 27 September, there were 187 cases across the county.
The seven-day incidence rate varies among our districts and boroughs. Over the
period 28 September to 4 October, Worthing had the lowest rate at 23.6 per
100,000 population, and Horsham had the highest rate with 49.2 per 100,000
population. The overall West Sussex seven-day incidence rate was 33.0 per
100,000 population.
A large number of these cases are residents under the age of 24 years (45% of the
285 cases) with a much smaller proportion amongst the 65s or over (12%).
It is important to note that figures are frequently updated (often in the same day) as
new test results are added to the dataset. Please continue to follow the national
guidance and keep safe.
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World Mental Health Day
World Mental Health Day takes place tomorrow (10
October). It comes at a time when our daily lives have
changed considerably as a result of the pandemic.
Every Mind Matters offers a range of resources that help
spot the signs of common mental health concerns, offers
practical self-care tips and guidance and, importantly,
explains when to seek further support.

Primary school applications now open
Applications for children due to start primary or infant
school in September 2021 have now opened and will
stay open until 15 January 2021.
Children born between 1 September 2016 and 31
August 2017 will be eligible to start primary or infant
school next September.
Parents of children currently in Year 2 at infant school
are now able to apply for a place at junior school for September 2021.

Find your next job with our new career site
Our new and improved Career Site has now launched,
enabling a better user experience when searching and
applying for our jobs.
Our Career Site includes two distinct job searches: one
for all opportunities with the county council and another
for jobs posted by our partners.
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If you are looking for work as a result of the coronavirus, or know someone who is,
please take a look.

Changes to opening hours at our
Household Waste Recycling Sites
Winter opening hours have come into effect at our sites
on 1 October 2020.
Sites are now open from 9am to 4pm, until 31 March
2021.
There will also be some seasonal changes to the days
sites are open.
Residents are advised to check opening days, times, ID and permit requirements
online before they make a journey.

Age UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove
launch support for older people
To mark Older People’s Day on October 1st Age UK
West Sussex, Brighton & Hove launched ‘Bags of
Support’ – an initiative to distribute over 500 cotton tote
bags filled with information and goodies to older people
locally.
This year’s bag was compiled with the pandemic in
mind, providing a reusable face mask, hand sanitiser,
an activity pack, magazine and other freebies, along with information and advice on
the charity’s services, including befriending.
Over 50s who need advice or support at this time are urged to contact Age UK
WSBH on 01903 731 800 or email information@ageukwestsussex.org.uk.
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