Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 8 – 14 February 2021 (Agenda March 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•

•

Successful Horsham Discretionary Business Support Scheme (December 2020) grant application of
£1,668.00 awarded;
Cones placed round frozen area in Rudgwick Hall carpark.

Pipeline UK carrying out investigatory works to locate the water leak in Rudgwick Hall carpark
on 19th February.
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•

Southern Electric carrying out tree works behind KGV building on February 24th, the power to
the building will be disconnected between 10am-1pm.

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

DC/21/0185
11.02.2021

Windacres Farm,
Church Street,
Rudgwick

Erection of a detached two storey
rural workers dwelling

Response
Date
04.03.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application
No
DC/20/1876

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC Recommendation

First Floor Offices,
Rudgwick Garage,
Loxwood Road,
Rudgwick

Prior approval for the
conversion of existing office
accommodation at first floor
to a residential flat

No objection

HDC
Decision
Deemed
Consent

Applications going to Committee
Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
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Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

APP/Z3825/W/
20/3257617
DC/20/0257

Smithers Farm,
Guildford Road,
Rudgwick

Erection of a two storey
dwelling and change of use of
existing dwelling to estate
office.

Objection

Public
Inquiry/Written
Representation
Appeal
Dismissed

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
•
Emails/correspondence from external organisations/people
01.02.2021 Email Sussex Police
Greater protection for stalking victims

Stalking Protection Orders (SPOs) came into effect in
January last year and Sussex Police, which was the
first force in the country to obtain a court order, has
published data this week that shows they have now
secured 29 in the first 12 months.
These Orders, which officers seek from Magistrates,
have been an important development in helping the force to better protect victims or
anyone connected with them, in stalking cases. Read more here.
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We know that stalking is a serious, obsessive crime that erodes and destroys lives and I hope
these significant advances in earlier protection will give more victims the confidence to come
forward and report to the police.
We are also soon to launch the county’s first Stalking Perpetrator Programme, meaning those
who are issued an SPO will receive vital specialist interventions to address and break the
cycle of their fixated behaviours.
I will be keeping you updated on the progress of this programme in future newsletters.
This week national crime statistics showed that from October 2019 to October 2020 incidents
of stalking and harassment in Sussex had risen by 28%. This increase might surprise many
people when we think of the restrictions on movements we have experienced since the first
lockdown began.
However, we now know that stalking perpetrators used the time to step up their digital
tracking and online harassment of victims, becoming even more capable of hacking various
digital channels to remotely coerce and menace victims.
With further lockdown periods since October it is highly likely that this disturbing trend is
continuing. That’s why it remains so important that we give victims the confidence to report
and the assurance that police will take reports of stalking seriously with access to tools like
SPOs and signposting to specialist support.
The fact that Sussex Police issued the second highest number of SPOs after the Metropolitan
Police shows that our officers recognise the damage caused by stalkers and the potentially
fatal consequences of not intervening.
For information on support available for victims of stalking in Sussex click here.

Roads policing updates
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Sussex Police have issued their second Four Weekly Roads Policing Update, you can now
read details of the work being carried out by officers in your area to make the roads safer.
Click here.
Apply today! Remember that my Safer in Sussex Fund is still open for grants of up to £5,000.
If you represent a community group or project which works to reduce crime and improve
community safety, then you have until Monday 8 February to apply. Find out more here.

Katy Bourne OBE
Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
SHARE WITH A FRIEND

HAVE YOUR SAY IN OUR LATEST POLL

08.02.2021 Email from AirS
Covid-19 Guidance AirS Update 8th February 2021
Volunteering during COVID-19
Government guidance about volunteering has been substantially revised. Only a very few volunteers working
in front line risk settings will be eligible for early vaccination. Volunteering must be done from home unless
that is not reasonable, but it says:
“Volunteering which cannot be done from home can continue in a closed business or venue while it
remains closed to the public”. Volunteers can meet, socially distanced, and work together in groups
where required e.g. for training or recruitment. However, a volunteer should not be compelled to volunteer
outside their home.
Wet Led Pub Grant and Social Clubs
The BEIS guidance on the Wet Led Pub Grant has been revised. Unfortunately, while the closing date is
extended to 28th Feb it is now clear that Social Clubs within Village Halls and bars in sports pavilions are not
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eligible: The list of premises which are excluded includes sporting venues, theatres etc and guidance is given
that this is “not exhaustive”. Para 13 makes clear that only pubs in the business rates system are eligible.
Lockdown Payment and LRSG guidance unchanged
Aside from further encouragement to prompt and efficient payment, re-issued guidance contains no further
information to answer concerns about eligibility of halls used for exempt activities or those which have
remained closed throughout. The Lockdown Payment should be automatic and paid promptly to premises
required to close which are within the rating system. The guidance is clear that this is payable where
businesses have adapted (e.g., to takeaway, click and collect or online), providing they were “trading”
the day before 5th Jan or closed owing to previous restrictions.
There may be scope for a hall within the rating system which is refused these payments to mount a case for
eligibility, because they have had to adapt their services to conform to the restrictions, as per businesses that
have moved online. Where a hall remained closed throughout, they have not ceased trading: If restrictions
were such that it was not safe for sufficient activities to open, activities moved online (including trustee
meetings), they maintained the hall in accordance with insurer requirements, they remained “in
business”.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-restrictions-support-grants-lrsgand-additionalrestrictions-grant-arg-guidance-for-local-authorities
Holiday or after-school clubs
Test and Trace support payments
The guidance has been amended to address the fact that individuals working in wraparound childcare, when
asked to self-isolate, are unable to work from home and will lose income as a result of self-isolating. These
individuals may be entitled to a Test and Trace Support Payment of £500 to ensure they play their part in
controlling the virus by isolating at home. To be eligible the individual must meet eligibility criteria and be
formally advised to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace, who will provide them with an NHS Test and Trace
Account ID.
The guidance for parents, in the section on choosing after-school clubs and out-of-school activities, has been
strengthened to make it clear that parents should try to limit the number of settings their children attend as
far as possible. Protective measures for holiday or after-school clubs and other out-of-school settings for
children during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
Business Interruption Cover case
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) has published a business interruption insurance policy checker and
general FAQs for policyholders following the Supreme Court's judgment in the FCA's business
interruption insurance test case.
Frequently Asked Questions
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Q: Can someone use a VH kitchen as a short-term solution while moving to a new house
to continue a confectionary baking business (in a hall otherwise closed in lockdown)?
A: This would be permitted as work which cannot be performed from home. A COVID-19 Risk Assessment
should be required, and the hirer needs to thoroughly clean the kitchen and all other areas used (e.g., toilet)
before the hall is used again for any exempt activities or on re-opening. It would be wise to check with the
Council in writing whether this use affects eligibility for any of the business support grants/lockdown
payment. However, as this is for a business which will not be selling from the hall, merely using the kitchen &
toilet, para 59 of the BEIS guidance to local authorities should apply, which indicates adaptation of businesses
to online or takeaway does not affect eligibility.
Q: Can halls open as emergency centres during the pandemic? If so, how?
Halls can open for public use in an emergency (e.g., flooding, snow) during the pandemic. While the hall’s
COVID-19 Risk Assessment should be followed as far as possible, an emergency takes priority. Arrangements
should be made to protect the most vulnerable (social distancing, face coverings, hand sanitiser, cleaning,
careful attention when providing refreshments). Local Emergency Planning Officers or a Resilience Forum
should have plans worked out with the emergency services, which may involve transfer to hotel
accommodation with separate rooms. Best endeavours need to be made to co-operate with their plans and
the offer of refreshments for emergency workers may be appreciated. Emergency use should be covered by
hall insurance and insurers able to advise as to whether any limitations apply.
Q: How to arrange for use as a polling station
Local authorities are now booking halls for the May elections. The hall’s COVID-19 Risk Assessment
should be provided, and the authority asked for theirs so that everyone is aware of arrangements. There is
concern in some areas that local authorities are booking a smaller selection of halls, mainly in larger villages,
which means that residents from other villages could be denied access to the right to vote if they do not have
a postal vote and public transport to their allocated polling station is poor/absent. If this is the case local
authorities can be asked what transport arrangements to have been put in place and/or the case made for a
more local polling station. As this is not a national election it seems likely that most rural halls would be able
to meet social distancing requirements.
Q: Can Village Hall or sports pavilion toilets or public toilets situated at recreation fields
be used during lockdown?
A: Public toilets can be opened, and toilets provided in association with permitted activities (such as out of
school youth settings). Guidance is provided in the Government guidance for opening playgrounds and
outdoor gyms and at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/896040/Joint_letter_Simon_Clarke_MP_and_Rebecca_Pow_MP
Thank you, Louise Beaton, for continuing to monitor the current situation.
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Francis Burrows, Facilities Advisor

__________________________________________________________________________________
08.02.2021 Email from WSCC
Your Town and Parish Council News - Budget news - Grants available - and more

Issue 25| February 2021

Latest on COVID-19
Great to see that rates of COVID-19 cases continue to
fall in areas of West Sussex but we urge you to act like
you have it and #KeepWestSussexSafe. In the seven
days to Tuesday 2 February there were 1,795 new
cases. This means on average, 256 people are testing positive for COVID-19 each
day in West Sussex. However, cases are falling compared to the previous
week. The latest data indicates there have been 37,758 cases so far in West
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Sussex as at Sunday 7th February 2021. This is 4,370 cases per 100,000
population.
Around one in three people infected with the virus do not have any symptoms and
could be passing it on without realising.
Anyone can spread coronavirus. Act like you have it. Stop the spread, it’s your
responsibility.
Let your residents know they can get further information on the infection rates in
their area by visiting our local data dashboard .
Help spread the word about vaccine scams
Please ensure your residents are aware of fake COVID-19 vaccination appointment
text and email messages. People are receiving a text or email notification of their
‘vaccination appointment’ and are being asked to confirm it by clicking on a link. This
looks very similar to the genuine texts being sent to patients to arrange their
appointments at the GP led vaccination services.
Spread the word that the COVID-19 vaccination is ONLY available from the NHS and
it is FREE – people will never be asked to pay for it or give their bank details.
There's more information on the vaccine rollout in West Sussex here.

Budget and 'Our Council Plan' to be
discussed this week
A plan which sets out what we should focus on in the
future, a five-year capital investment programme, and
the day-to-day budget for the coming year could be
agreed by West Sussex county councillors this week.
At the Full Council meeting on Friday (12 February), councillors will decide whether to
approve the 'Our Council Plan', which sets out how money should be spent and
performance measured.
The plan sets out the key priority outcomes for the council over the next four years,
focusing on learning from the response to COVID-19 to ensure the council provides
the best support it can for residents, both now and in the future.
An extra £12m investment in highways and £10m to address the challenges of
climate change are two of the investments which are proposed in the revised fiveyear Capital Programme.
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An increase in council tax of 1.99% is proposed - plus an additional 3% for adult
social care – making a total increase of 4.99%. This is an average increase of £1.38
per week compared to last year’s bill.
The Full Council meeting is being held virtually starting at 10.30am on Friday 12
February. Residents can follow the meeting online here.

COVID-19 Winter Crisis Grants – deadline
for applications approaching
Sixteen successful applications have already received
funds through the £100k Winter Crisis Grant since the
start of 2021.
The county council is working with Sussex Community Foundation in supporting
community groups providing local activities helping families financially impacted by
the pandemic. This grant is available to those groups who have undertaken this
activity, including food parcels or other household items, financial support through
individual grants for utility bills or even providing emergency heaters etc.
Information on the criteria, plus a link to the application form can be found here.
If there are any questions please contact Sussex Community Foundation on 01273
409440 or grants@sussexgiving.org.uk
Applications for grants up to £5,000 will be considered weekly as this fund will need
to be awarded by end of March 2021.
Please disseminate to any groups including faith groups and residents’ associations
that you are aware may be supporting families struggling at this time.

Youth COVID-19 Support Fund
Would any of your local groups for young people benefit
from The Youth Covid-19 Support Fund? It is open to
grassroots youth clubs, uniformed youth groups, and
national youth and umbrella organisations. It aims to
help mitigate the impact of lost income during the
winter period due to the coronavirus pandemic, and ensure services providing vital
support can remain viable.
The fund focuses on enabling the struggling, but most impactful, youth organisations
to continue operating, where they may have scaled back service provision or
temporarily closed due to reductions in their income following COVID-19. This would
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ensure young people, especially those who are disadvantaged, have uninterrupted
access to services, and could prevent local grassroots organisations from permanent
closure.
Applications deadline is 5pm 19th February 2021. Further details can be found
here.

Pothole reporting - new form now live
We need your residents’ feedback on an improved
online pothole reporting form which aims to make it
easier for people to alert us to issues on our highways.
Residents should click on the ‘feedback’ link at the top of the website page to give
their opinion.
Repair and improvement work has continued throughout the lockdowns - more than
20,500 potholes were repaired by West Sussex Highways in 2020 – that’s the
equivalent of about 390 a week and compares to 16,000 pothole repairs in 2019.
Encourage your parishioners to sign up to our new Highways Residents’ Newsletter,
where they can keep up to date with everything to do with West Sussex roads and
pavements – including gritting and verge cutting. Visit our website to sign up, scroll
down to ‘Roads and Travel’ and subscribe to the ‘Highways Residents Newsletter’.

Find out about the role of a county
councillor
Ahead of the next election in May 2021 the County
Council has been hosting a series of events for people to
find out more about the role of a county councillor.
The final event is aimed at those who have decided to stand for election or have been
selected by a political party to stand and will be taking place virtually on 23
February 2021 from 6pm.
Those wishing to attend will need to register in advance via this link. You can find
out more about the role from our ‘Be a Councillor’ website.
If you have any questions regarding this virtual event please contact Amanda
Drinkwater in Democratic Services: amanda.drinkwater@westsussex.gov.uk
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Keeping in touch
Please share the information in this newsletter widely within your communities.
For daily updates, residents can follow us on social media @WSCCNews and
@WestSussexCC.
We are also now on Nextdoor, the app designed with communities in mind. Your
residents can follow the link and join the conversation.
Thank you for your support. Keep safe.

Is this the right e-newsletter for you?
This e-newsletter is for Town and Parish councillors and
clerks in West Sussex. If you are a resident, we
recommend you sign up for our Residents’ e-newsletter,
which has information targeted to you. Sign up for our enewsletters here.

Manage your preferences | Help with your account

__________________________________________________________________________________
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09.02.2021 Email from HDC
Minutes published: Meeting of Thursday, 28th January, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet.

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

Tuesday, 9th February, 2021, 1.16 pm - Minutes published: Meeting of
Thursday, 28th January, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet.
09-02-2021 01:16 PM GMT

This item matches your subscribed committee "Cabinet"

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

_________________________________________________________________________________
11.02.2021 Email from SSALC
Public Realm Document from the Sussex Heritage Trust
Please see a link to a circulation document regarding a Public Realm Campaign from Sussex Heritage Trust
_______________________________________________________________________________________
13

11.02.2021 Email from SSALC
WSALC Notice of Termination Period
We have received a number of questions from West Sussex towns and parishes concerning the rules around
notice to resign from WSALC. In order to provide the definitive position please see the extract below and
contact us if you require any clarification.
Link to the full Articles and you can find the extract under Article 23.

Trevor Leggo
Anna Beams
Office, Training & Events Manager, SSALC Ltd
_________________________________________________________________________________________

11.02.2021 Email from SSALC
What SSALC do in West Sussex
What we do in West Sussex
Advice up to 7.30pm each day and for urgent matters outside the normal working week, principally
• Legal support, either referred to NALC or for urgent matters to a firm of solicitors under our retainer
arrangement that the CEO / DCEO can authorise at their discretion
• Finance advice, response usually with 24 hours from an experienced accountant or auditor
• Planning guidance, available from SSALC's Planning Associate
Training - full programme to cover needs of Chairmen, Councillors and Clerks
•

Programme set out on SSALC website, available as open sessions or bespoke for individual councils

Communications
•

Website - our main method of conveying information from Government, NALC and other agencies
•

Newsletter - electronic, normally sent out weekly for Clerks to share with councillors
14

containing matters of local and national interest
Collection of income
Subscription income is the life blood of SSALC and its receipt ensures we can continue to
provide the services our member councils require; unlike some County Associations SSALC does not
take any contribution from County or District Councils thus ensuring independence
Conflict resolution
•

It is an unfortunate fact that many of the issues encountered by parishes result from
councillors in dispute with each other or with the Clerk. A pragmatic approach to resolving tensions
can often be achieved by the CEO or DCEO working with councillors, drawing on HR advice as
required. We are fortunate in that the DCEO is a solicitor and former Monitoring Officer, well
equipped to deal with such issues.
Recruitment
•

SSALC has built up a knowledge base to assist councils with the recruitment of staff; detailed
records are maintained of the level of interest around each vacancy and the number of applications
received. Pay levels for vacancies are retained and assist councils to recognise market forces when a
vacancy arises.
Business Planning
•

Visioning and objective setting, this process assists councils to engage with residents and
share thoughts on future direction of council priorities. Having agreed objectives makes it easier to
monitor performance and undertake staff appraisals.
Engagement with principal authorities
•

Where a council might be in dispute with the County or its District Council, SSALC CEO will
discuss it with the Chairman and if appropriate arrange to speak to the CEO of WSCC or the DC.
• A constructive dialogue exists between SSALC and the principal authorities in West Sussex
Advice on creation of new councils or merging existing councils
•

From time to time a community will petition for a Community Governance Review and SSALC
CEO is required to advise. In East Sussex for example the Bexhill situation is moving towards elections
in May 2021 and the creation of a new parish/town council, this has involved significant input from
the CEO and likely to continue through 2021. In West Sussex advice is being provided for the nonstatutory Neighbourhood Councils in Horsham and interest expressed in the creation of a new parish
west of Horsham. The idea of parishing the whole of Adur District has also been floated.
Engagement with Sussex Police and the PCC at all levels
•

• Regular engagement with the Chief Constable and District Commanders helps ensure that operational
policing concerns of member councils are dealt with at the highest level.
• PCC / SSALC Focus Groups with local councils and communities attended by the CEO is a way of
providing those communities with a means of getting their concerns to the Police and Crime
Commissioner and Chief Constable. Also CEO attends the Business Crime Group with the aim of
protecting vulnerable rural and farm shops across Sussex
• The CEO is currently Chair of the 101 Independent Advisory Group, a team of 20 people from all sectors
across Sussex including local councillors and clerks, established to monitor the effectiveness of non15

emergency contact
• The development of this relationship means that requests from SSALC for attention in a particular
community is taken seriously by the police.
Support for the Board
• Preparation of agendas and reports
• Production of minutes and action arising from decisions
• Attendance as required at District Association meetings
Engagement with NALC
• CALC Chairmen attend NALC Assembly once a quarter, the CEO meets with NALC staff and colleagues
around the country once a week to share concerns and learn from each other.
Engagement with West Sussex Civilian & Military Partnership Board
• With 42,000 military veterans in West Sussex, the County Council has the CMPB where a representative
of each Borough or District, Regular and Reserve Forces, Cadet Forces, NHS, Service Charities meet to
uphold the Military Covenant; SSALC CEO also has a seat on the Board. Maintains awareness of grant
availability for local groups and parish councils.
• The CEO Chairs the Events and Engagement Group which monitors commemorative events and if a
local council requires a uniformed presence, this is secured by the CEO using military contacts.
• The CEO has held an Army Reserve Commission, albeit many years ago and invited by SERFCA to
represent SSALC on the Sussex Reserve Forces & Cadets Committee
Organise the election of parish representatives to the National Park
• All parishes wholly or partially within the SDNP are entitled to nominate representatives to serve on the
NP Board, elections every four years and possible bye elections in between; SSALC manages the
process for SDNP in calling for candidates and conducting the postal ballot election.
SERCAF
• A group of nine counties in the south east containing 1600 local councils, CEO of SSALC coordinates its
activities by agreeing content for discussion and arranging meetings.
Arrange locum Clerk to support councils at times of need
• A database of those willing to locum as Clerks in all parts of the three counties is maintained and, when
required names are offered to councils with a need.
October 2020
Trevor Leggo

12.02.2021 Email from WSCC
West Sussex County Council: Met Office Level 3 Cold Weather Alert extension
Information and advice from Wes t Suss ex County C ouncil about the M et Office Lev el 3 C old W eather Alert ex tensi on
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Incident Information from WSCC Resilience and
Emergencies Team
The Met Office have extended a Level 3 Cold Weather
Alert.
There is a 95% probability of severe cold weather/icy
conditions between 0900 on Friday 12 Feb and 0900 on
Monday 15 Feb in parts of England.

View the full warning at the Met Office Cold Weather
Alert site.
Cold weather can affect your health. The people
most likely to be affected are the elderly, the very
young, and people with pre-existing medical
conditions.
If you know or look after someone that may be
susceptible to the effects of this cold weather period
please help make sure that they stay warm and well, and
if possible check in advance that they are prepared for
this cold spell.
•
•
•
•

Stay tuned in to weather forecasts
Check room temperatures and maintain it at 18C
or warmer
Keep warm and active and if you have to go out
dress warmly and wear non slip shoes.
If you are concerned about your own health or
welfare or that of others please alert the
emergency services.

For more information
•
•
•
•
•

Met Office Cold Weather Alert
NHS Keep Warm Keep Well leaflet
WSCC Dealing with extreme weather
WSCC Preparing for emergencies
WSCC Report a road and footway issue
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•

Follow us on Twitter for regular updates
@WSCCNews @WSCCResilience @wspublichealth

Follow the Resilience and Emergencies Team on Twitter and Facebook.
Or find out more at the West Sussex County Council website.

__________________________________________________________________________________
12.02.2021 Email from CPRE

Give your support to Sussex and be entertained – join our CPRE Sussex
Festival of Spring Countryside Virtual Talks
We have some exciting events to offer in the coming months and warmly invite you to join and
support our Festival of Spring virtual talks.
From the comfort of your armchair, hear from inspirational people who love nature, the countryside
and the Sussex landscape and help raise vital funds
for a beautiful and thriving Sussex countryside that
enriches all our lives!
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We have local crime novelist – William Shaw, Sir Charles Burrell - rewilding pioneer, Prof Dave
Goulson – author and campaigner for Bumblebees and all small creatures, and our local Sussex
historian and landscape expert Dr Geoffrey Mead who will bring his enthusiasm and knowledge to
bear on all things Sussex.
Find out more and book your tickets at: www.cpresussex.org.uk/news/cpre-sussex-festival-ofspring/. This is a vital fundraising series for us - please support us by buying tickets and
encouraging your family and friends to come along too and why not take advantage of the Festival
Pass. Thank you.

There’s still time to join the CPRE Star Count 2021 - a night-time
adventure into the Galaxy!
This is an exciting science project which aims to build a map of Britain’s darkest skies and
highlight their importance to nature and health. Brilliantly featured this week on the One
Show! There’s also information about how to photograph the stars and a children’s photo
competition too.
Ending on 14th February, there’s still time to get involved and a few clearer nights are
forecast. It’s easy and very enjoyable for all the family.
https://www.cpresussex.org.uk/news/seeing-stars/

Support Sussex’s dark skies work
Help support our local work on dark skies with a purchase of beautiful cards by local artist Steve
Geliot - 'I have been a keen noctambulist since I was a teenager. I make photographs and drawings
from these night walks mainly to convey the vivid reveries which come with these experiences’
at www.cpresussex.org.uk/buy-our-cpre-sussex-greeting-cards/
We look forward to seeing you ‘virtually’ soon. Keep safe and well.
From all at CPRE Sussex
_____________________________________________________________________________________

12.02.2021 Email from SSALC
Chief Executives Bulletin
NALC urges the government to strengthen the standards regime
Our chairman, Cllr Sue Baxter, has written to Robert Jenrick MP, secretary of state for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, to renew our call for changes to the current standards regime.
Sue’s letter urges him to respond to the Committee on Standards in Public Life review of local
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government ethical standards, to support its recommendations and to introduce more robust
sanctions such as suspension or disqualification for serious and repeated misconduct. You can read
more in our news story here.
Simplify your AGAR documentation process
At the end of each financial year, local (parish and town) councils prepare an Annual Governance &
Accountability Return (AGAR) subject to audit. It can be an incredibly stressful time of year for
councils, especially for councillors or clerks who are new to their roles or without a financial
background. Preparing all the documentation for Year-End using manual processes and multiple
spreadsheets can be time-consuming, and many councils find themselves working overtime to get it
complete. Read BHIB Councils Insurance's latest blog on how to remove the stress, allowing you to
generate your Year-End Statement in just a few clicks or email them
at insurance@bhibcouncils.co.uk for more information.

Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Limited (SAAA)
Staying on the subject of the local audit, an important part of our work is helping the sector
discharge its financial responsibilities through the work of SAAA and Joint Panel on Accountability
and Governance (JPAG). This week they agreed on final touches to this year’s AGAR return which
will be distributed by the audit firms to councils in March for completion by 31 August.
Final local government finance settlement
Among our campaigns is ensuring local councils are not subject to council tax referendum
principles; this was a key ask in our submission to the government’s Spending Review and our
associated lobbying. I’m therefore delighted the final local government finance settlement for
2021/22, debated and approved by MPs on 10 February, confirmed this successful outcome. I’m
grateful to so many councils and county associations who I know have also actively lobbied their
MPs including recently as part of our annual Lobby Day.

New legal guidance on procurement
This week we updated Legal Topic Note 87 on procurement to take account of procedural
procurement changes post-Brexit and includes links to government guidance and a summary of the
new advertising requirements. You can access this briefing in the members’ area of the NALC
website (login required).
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NALC Smaller Councils Committee
NALC’s Smaller Councils Committee met remotely on 9 February, here’s a summary:
•

The committee welcomed new members Cllr Bob Blezzard (Isle of Wight) and Cllr Mike
Scott (Northamptonshire)

•

It was agreed county association support for smaller councils declaring a climate
emergency, would be raised at the next meeting of National Assembly

•

The committee shared NALC’s urgency on ensuring remote meetings are extended beyond
7 May and were keen to emphasise the inclusivity benefit of holding meetings online

•

feedback was provided on NALC’s guidance on preparing for a return to face to face
meetings and consequences of any delay to May’s local elections

•

An update on the Star Council Awards was given and the committee made suggestions on
how to attract applications from smaller councils

Meeting with Defra
Colleagues from our policy and communications team this week met this week with officials from the
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs about the Environment Bill and several linked
issues such as tree planting and local nature recovery strategies, and to follow up our recent
meeting with rural affairs minister Lord Gardiner. Among the reasons this Bill has been delayed is
ensuring it doesn’t run out of time in this session of Parliament and we anticipate Committee Stage
in the House of Commons being in May where we will be pressing changes to bill around powers,
funding and the role of local councils in nature recovery and tackling climate change.
Governance review working group
Along with many of you, we are beginning to think about how the pandemic experience will affect
our working practices in the longer term such as office space and developing our IT and web
systems to better support on-line and digital working. A small task and finish group was set up by
our National Assembly who met this week and last, concluding that in future we should continue
with a mix of face to face and remote meetings and also make greater use of remote meetings to
engage with networks of councils and councillors.
Changes to the Local Council Award Scheme
I’m pleased we recently completed a review of the Local Council Award Scheme criteria. Last year
saw the scheme reach its five-year milestone and provided us with an opportunity to instigate an
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evaluation and improvement process. This review looked at the criteria and evidence required for all
three levels of Foundation, Quality and Quality Gold, followed by consultation with the sector on
proposed changes. These came into effect on 8 February 2021 and new applications will need to
meet the updated requirements. You can read more about the review in our news story and
information on the scheme including helpful resources are on the scheme’s page on the NALC
website.
In and about
I spent an interesting Saturday morning with one of our smaller county associations on the Isle of
Wight (remotely of course!) at a facilitated strategy session looking at how it could develop. I was
impressed to hear how local councils on the Island had worked with community hubs to support
communities through the pandemic, about the county association’s links with key partners, and how
they are rightly proud of their training offer and ambitions to support communities build resilience for
the future.
Media coverage
I’m sure many of you will have been following the extensive media coverage triggered by recent
events and I wanted to highlight a few in particular. I was particularly pleased to hear our chairman
Sue plus Cllr Eartha Pond, Queen’s Park Community Council, Cllr Donna Fuller, Woughton
Community Council and Cllr Emma Benner, Croxley Green Parish Council give a really positive
interview (01:06:32 to 1:29:39) on Times Radio about why they got involved in their community and
the great work of their councils. I totally agree with the view in this Guardian editorial that “civil
parishes should receive more attention, especially from anyone who has an interest in the politics of
place or – less abstractly – in the public realm in the area where they live”. The Local Government
Chronicle were in praise of parish councils in their story by their features editor who said “parish
councils have been for me the most enjoyable level of government to report on, largely because this
was the tier that felt most human and grounded in community. It was where people came together
to make decisions about issues they all personally shared in common in their day-to-day lives”.
And finally...
Some of you will know I’m a convert to Twitter after signing up live during our Annual General
Meeting in 2014, and since then I’ve been encouraging county associations and councils to make
use of social media as part of their communications. I wanted to give a shout out to the Devon
Association of Local Councils who this week have been using it brilliantly to promote the great work
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of their councils – bravo! Follow them at @DevonALC, and likewise the NALC account, myself and
a few colleagues at @NALC,
@suejbaxter, @NALCchiefexec, @CEisenhart and @JustinGriggs.

__________________________________________________________________________________
12.02.2021 Email from Census UK
Newsletter for Local Authority Partners
Read the l atest i nformati on to hel p y ou prepar e for C ensus 2021 incl udi ng the enumer ation of students and an update on addr essi ng
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Newsletter for Local Authority Partners
Issue 15 | 12 February 2021

Welcome to Issue 15 of our weekly newsletters keeping you updated with
Census 2021 developments. With only 37 days to go, we hope to provide you with all of the
information you need to help us deliver a successful census.

If you think this bulletin may be of interest to different departments within
your local authority, please do forward it.

You can contact us at: 2021Census.LA.Liaison@ons.gov.uk
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What's in this issue?
•

Final February workshop

•

March supply of Council Tax data

•

Enumeration of students

•

Addressing update

•

Launch of national campaign

•

Formal updates - Census 2021

Last chance to register for February

Quick links

The importance of running the
census in 2021 and how the
Office for National Statistics is
ensuring everyone can be safely
counted in the context of the
coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic.

Register for our 2nd February
workshop on Eventbrite

LA workshop
Jason Zawadski, Deputy Director Census Collection,
will open the workshop with a Census 2021 update.
Places are filling fast for the 2nd workshop on the local
data collection operation including field roles and
census support centres.
Date: 24 February.

Check our Census Jobs website
and help us to promote census
jobs

The census website
downloadable resources page
now includes a wide range of
new promotional resources.

To sign up for this workshop please use this
Eventbrite link.

March supply of Council Tax data
Census is almost here, and the March supply date for Council Tax is fast approaching
too!
Eighty-six per cent of local authorities in England and Wales have agreed to supply
Council Tax data. This is a great achievement and will go a long way to support census
as well as other statistics produced by ONS. If your council has not yet agreed, please
get in touch so we can get as near to one hundred per cent as possible!
An accurate and detailed census will inform lots of things, including:
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•

Population and housing stock estimates that contribute towards planning,
policy decisions and the pandemic response

•

Planning and services at a local authority level

•

Building the historical record that will be used by historians in the future.

•

Ensuring that everyone is represented equally in decision making

Council Tax will be used to quality assure the 2021 Census and as such will be
contributing to all of the above.
If your authority is not supplying, please email council.tax@ons.gov.uk

Enumeration of students
Background
All residents of England and Wales should be enumerated at their usual resident
address. This is often their permanent or family home. As in previous censuses, students
will be enumerated at both their usual term-time address, and their usual out of term
address if these are different.

The current lockdown restrictions, initiated in early January and expected to last until
8th March at the earliest, are very likely to mean that a high proportion of students who
returned home for the Christmas holidays will not have returned to their term time address
before Census day.

Enumerating students at their term time address is a key user need and maintains
consistency with the population basis of previous censuses. The information informs
funding decisions on things like university campus bus links and bike lanes, jobs and
training.
Approach
We will send a letter containing an individual access code to students who remain at
their term-time address. This code will let them access their census questionnaire online.

We still want to count those students studying remotely (for example at a parental
home) at their term-time address. This is vital in ensuring that service planning reflects the
‘normal’ student population in future. We will ask students studying remotely to actively
request an access code online so that they can complete the census for their term-time
address if they still have one and intend to return (if only to collect their belongings)
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Students who do not intend to return to their term-time address at all during the
2020/1 academic year will be counted in full at the address they are resident on census
day.

As in previous censuses, for census forms completed at parental addresses, a small
number of questions will need to be answered about students who normally live elsewhere
during term-time.

Communication
Given many students will not be at their term time address, we will be
communicating revised guidance to all students. We had always planned a student-specific
communications campaign, and this will now include this guidance. The National Statistician
has written to all vice-chancellors to ask for their help in sending written pre-pared emails
and other material to all students on our behalf. We are also working with the National Union
for Students to ensure these messages are widely distributed. A special students webpage
- www.census.gov.uk/students - which, together with our online help, will contain all the
necessary information for students.

International students
We will aim to enumerate international students studying at universities in England and
Wales:
•

who are present at the establishment and intend to stay in the UK for 3
months or more,

•

who are not currently in the UK but attended in person the Autumn 2020
term, and/or Winter 2021 term, and intend to return this academic year, or
before 21 March 2022.

or

Due to the pandemic there may be more international students in the second group
above. As above, we aim to reach these students through messaging cascaded by their
universities.

Ensuring accurate data on students
In analysing census data, we will be using other data sources to compare and ensure that we
are able to produce as accurate as possible estimates of the student population at both termtime and non term-time locations. This is in addition to our established methods
for estimation of, and adjustment for, non-response or overcount.
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An update on Addressing
•

The addresses for the census enumeration are being taken from Ordnance
Survey’s AddressBase product. Local authorities input into this directly
through their Local Land and Property Gazetteer so don’t need to do any
different work for the census.

•

The list of addresses for the main print run of invitation letters has already
been taken and we are in the process of updating this with new/changed
addresses from AddressBase Epoch 80. Households identified will also receive
a printed invitation letter with Communal Establishments also receiving field
visits.

•

We are working with GeoPlace (part of Ordnance Survey) to receive new
address updates after Epoch 80.

•

We won’t be able to print letters for these new cases but will be able to
deliver an invitation letter through the field force.

•

Working with GeoPlace means we are keen for local authorities to continue to
update their LLPG. This is preferable to local authorities providing ONS with
address information directly and there being inconsistencies with data
formatting.

•

Any household or communal establishment which has not received a Census
Unique Access Code can use the Census Contact Centre to receive one.

Our intention is to receive a GeoPlace update around mid/late February (probably 24
February) and then mid/late March (probably 29 March). We are currently finalising
this with GeoPlace and will confirm shortly. Hence addresses added to the LLPG will
still be included in the Census process.

National campaign launches today
The census TV advert will be hitting our screens for the first time today. Here’s when
you’ll be able to see it:
Friday 12 February:
•

ITV: Emmerdale

•

Channel 4: It’s A Sin

•

Channel 4: The Last Leg
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Saturday 13 February:
•

ITV: The Voice

•

Channel 4: Film: Mission Impossible Fallout

Sunday 14 February:
•

Channel 4: The Great Pottery Throwdown

Formal updates - Census 2021
We will be writing formally to all Local Authority Chief Executives by the end of
February to update them on all the latest issues around the census. We will ensure
copies of that letter will be sent to all ACLMs and CLMs.

Have you missed previous newsletters or special
bulletins? Catch up here:
•

Issue Nine - September 2020 – LA Guide, area profiles, Schools Education
Programme, future workshops

•

Issue Ten - October 2020 – CEMs and the LAPP, LA resources/products,
Campaign update, council tax update, schools update

•

Special Bulletin - November 2020 Maximising local engagement workshop
FAQs

•

Issue Eleven - November 2020 – Media toolkits, purple plaques, schools
update, QA update, council tax, geography consultation

•

Issue Twelve - December 2020 – Population profiles, school update, Council
Tax update, Light up Purple

•

Issue Thirteen - January 2021 – Students, February workshops, addressing
update, website resources

•

Issue Fourteen - 5 February – Rough sleepers, trading standards, call centres

Useful Links
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Census 2021 Website: www.census.gov.uk
Recruitment: Census Jobs
Quality Assurance: ONS’s approach and processes for assuring the quality of 2021
Census data
Census 2021 Questionnaire: paper questionnaires are now available to view online
Census Order and Regulations for England and Wales:
Census (England and Wales) Order 2020.
•

Census (England) Regulations 2020

•

Census (Wales) Regulations 2020

•

Rheoliadau’r Cyfrifiad (Cymru) 2020

Everyone counts
#Census2021

census.gov.uk

Questions?
Contact us

__________________________________________________________________________________
12.02.2021 Email from WSCC
West Sussex COVID-19 News – Vaccines - symptom-less testing - our budget and more
12 February 2021
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COVID-19 local update

•

When will I get my jab?
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Chichester vaccination centre
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Symptom-less testing for businesses

•

Council ‘Reset Plan’ approved

•

Our budget for the coming year

•

Investing in our future

COVID-19 local update
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Rates of COVID-19 are continuing to fall in all
areas of West Sussex but it's really important we
continue to follow lockdown restrictions and stop
the spread. Anyone can catch and spread
coronavirus. Act like you have it and keep West
Sussex safe.
In the seven days to Saturday 6 February there
were 1,384 new cases. This is 160.2 per 100,000
population.
The latest data indicates there have been 38,354
cases so far in West Sussex, as at Thursday 11
February 2021. In cases among those aged 60+,
in the seven days to Saturday 6 February there were 357 new cases.
You can get further information on the infection rates in your area by
visiting https://bit.ly/3ql7q2
If you think you may have any coronavirus symptoms, isolate immediately and book
a test. There is availability at your local walk or drive-through sites that may be
closer than you think.
You can book a test online or by calling 119 to get an appointment to visit a test
site. Thank you for your continued support.

When will I get my jab?
The NHS continues to roll out the COVID-19
vaccination programme across our communities.
In Sussex, the NHS is on course to meet the national
target for offering the COVID-19 vaccination to the top
four priority groups by mid-February. All vaccination
services are continuing to work this week to invite anyone in the first four priority
groups who has not had their vaccination yet, and who wants it, for an appointment
by next week;
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To ensure everyone has been offered the opportunity to have the jab, people aged
70 and over who have not yet been vaccinated and who would like to, are now able
to contact the national booking service directly to arrange an appointment. You can
go online www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or call 119.
The latest (up to 7 February) official national data on vaccinations is available on
the link below.

Chichester vaccination centre
A new vaccination centre is expected to open in
Chichester city centre this month for local residents who
are eligible to be able to receive their COVID-19
vaccine. The details of how the site will operate are
being finalised and residents will be informed which
groups will be able to access the service next week.
For up to date information on the vaccine programme
including a full FAQ please click the link below.

Symptom-less testing for businesses
Businesses in West Sussex with more
than 50 employees could now benefit from
asymptomatic COVID-19 testing.
The government scheme is open to
businesses registered in England whose
employees are unable to work from home.
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Further details, and an update on the local symptom-less testing programme are
available via the link below.

Council ‘Reset Plan’ approved
Councillors today approved our 'Reset Plan' which sets
out what we should focus on in the future, and how we
should spend our money.
The Reset Plan sets out our key priority outcomes over
the next four years, focusing on learning from the
response to COVID-19 to ensure we provide the best
support we can for residents both now and in the future.

Our budget for the coming year
Today West Sussex County Council’s
budget for the financial year ahead was
set at the annual Budget Council meeting.
The budget includes additional day-to-day
funding for adults and children’s social
care, an extra £12m investment in
highways, and £10m to address the
challenges of climate change.
The Budget meeting also approves the council tax level for 2021/22.
The increase in council tax will be 1.99% - plus an additional 3% for adult social
care – making a total increase of 4.99%. This puts the County Council element of
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an average band D council tax bill at £1,510.56 – or just over £4 per day. This is an
increase of £71.82 per year or just under 20p per day compared to last year’s bill.
Read more about our financial position via the link below.

Investing in our future
Whilst we continue to look for ways to fund our essential
day-to-day revenue expenses, we’re pleased to say we
have a revised and updated five-year capital investment
programme of over £660m that will help our county to
prosper in the future.
Climate change has a new capital investment of £10m
over the next five years which will be used to help the
council become carbon neutral by 2030. This is in addition to £42m which is already
allocated for future energy generation and storage projects.
£12m additional investment will also be made in highway condition improvements
on top of £87.5m already allocated in the capital programme to maintain and
improve roads, cycle paths and pavements across the county.
You can read more about our investment plans on the link below.
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Council ‘Reset Plan’ approved
Councillors today approved our 'Reset Plan' which sets out what we should focus
on in the future, and how we should spend our money.
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The Reset Plan sets out our key priority outcomes over the next four years,
focusing on learning from the response to COVID-19 to ensure we provide the best
support we can for residents both now and in the future.
Find out more here.

Our budget for the coming year
Today West Sussex County Council’s budget for the financial year ahead was set at
the annual Budget Council meeting. The budget includes additional day-to-day
funding for adults and children’s social care, an extra £12m investment in highways,
and £10m to address the challenges of climate change.
The Budget meeting also approves the council tax level for 2021/22.
The increase in council tax will be 1.99% - plus an additional 3% for adult social
care – making a total increase of 4.99%. This puts the County Council element of
an average band D council tax bill at £1,510.56 – or just over £4 per day. This is an
increase of £71.82 per year or just under 20p per day compared to last year’s bill.
Read more about our financial position here.

Investing in our future
Whilst we continue to look for ways to fund our essential day-to-day revenue
expenses, we’re pleased to say we have a revised and updated five-year capital
investment programme of over £660m that will help our county to prosper in the
future.
Climate change has a new capital investment of £10m over the next five years
which will be used to help the council become carbon neutral by 2030. This is in
addition to £42m which is already allocated for future energy generation and
storage projects.
£12m additional investment will also be made in highway condition improvements
on top of £87.5m already allocated in the capital programme to maintain and
improve roads, cycle paths and pavements across the county.
You can read more about our investment plans here.
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