Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 22 - 28 March 2021 (Agenda April 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).

•
•
•
•
•

Letter sent to WSCC in support of PROW proposal
NHP documentation available to view on the Parish Councils website
Virtual meetings will no longer be permitted after 7 May 2021
Skate park reopened
VAT reclaim £2525.90 received 26th March 2021

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

DC/21/0450
26.03.2021

41 Pondfield Road,
Rudgwick

Removal of existing rear
conservatory and erection of a
part two-storey, part single
storey rear extension, erection of
a front porch extension and
conversion and extension to
existing detached garage to form
an annexe.

16.04.2021

DC/21/0124
26.03.2021

Campsite, Riverside
Farm, Guildford
Road, Rudgwick

Part retrospective application for
the change of use of the land to
tourist accommodation
comprising twenty five caravan
pitches.

16.04.2021

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021

Response
Date

Application
No
DC/20/1992

DC/21/0051

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC Recommendation

Tittlesfold Farm,
The Haven,
Billingshurst

Installation of an outdoor
swimming pool

No objection

HDC
Decision
Permitted

Arundene
Orchard Loxwood
Road Rudgwick

Application to confirm the
building works to Arundene
Orchard and related
outbuildings, including their
use, are lawful (Certificate of
Lawful Development Existing).

No objection

Permitted

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 12.04.2021
EN/21/0095

Alleged: static caravan not being used in accordance with
approval Lawful Development Certificate DC/15/1821
Furnace House, Guildford Road, Slinfold

Pending
consideration

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
•

Emails/correspondence from external organisations/people
26.03.2021 Email from HDC
New opportunity to apply for a Nature Recovery Award - applications close on Sunday 23 May
Dear Parish / Neighbourhood Clerk,
In addition to our Community Climate Fund that I sent you details about earlier this month, I would
also like to remind you about our Nature Recovery Award that is also opening for applications from
communities from 5th April. I would be grateful if you are able to share this information with your
residents and community groups, perhaps on your website or in your local newsletters.
Applications now open for the Horsham District Nature Recovery Award (WHD logo attached to
accompany the article)
The Nature Recovery Award has been set up by the Sussex Wildlife Trust in partnership with the
Council’s Wilder Horsham District project. The fund is available to support landowners and
community groups wishing to put in place practical schemes to expand and improve networks for
wildlife across the Horsham District landscape. Applicants can apply for funding for a project of up
to £5000.
Applications should be submitted midnight on Sunday 23 May
Read more about the Award: https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/get-involved/communityprojects/wilder-horsham/nature-recovery-award
Many thanks and have a good weekend.
Best wishes, Sarah.
Sarah Hogben
Communications and Marketing Officer
Email: Sarah.Hogben@horsham.gov.uk

__________________________________________________________________________________
26.03.2021 Email from WSCC
Your latest news on COVID-19 - vaccines update - local elections - Easter holiday fun - and more
26 Marc h 2021

COVID-19 update
From this coming Monday (29 March) we will
be able to meet outdoors again as gatherings
of six people or two households will be allowed,
along with the return of some outdoor sports
activities, as part of the government’s roadmap
out of lockdown.
However, the message remains to ‘act like you
have it’ to help keep numbers down and ensure we can progress lockdown further.

COVID-19 hasn’t gone away and increased social contact means more
opportunities for the virus to spread. Remember that some restrictions remain in
place and we should try to avoid busy areas wherever possible when meeting
friends and family.
Keep West Sussex Safe Podcast – Clare Lehman
Care homes are now open for visitors but there are steps you need to take to
protect yourself and those around you.
Listen to our latest podcast with Dr Claire Lehman, Consultant in Public Health at
WSCC, to find out how to visit your loved ones safely.
Listen to the podcast on Soundcloud
Infection Rates
In the seven days to Saturday 20 March there were 271 new cases. In cases
among those aged 60+ there were 39 new cases.
You can get information on the infection rates in your area by visiting our West
Sussex COVID-19 Data Dashboard.
Remember, if you think you may have any coronavirus symptoms, isolate
immediately and book a test by visiting our website, or by calling 119 to get an
appointment to visit a test site.
Community testing for people without symptoms of coronavirus.
If you can’t work from home during coronavirus restrictions, it’s a good idea to have
a regular test. The Symptom-free Community Testing programme in Sussex is
available to everyone living and working across Brighton & Hove, East Sussex and
West Sussex.
It aims to rapidly identify people who have COVID-19 but no symptoms who could
be passing it on to others without knowing. Identifying people early will help break
the chains of transmission, and so return life to normal as quickly as possible.

Anyone who is eligible is encouraged to book a test twice a week, with three days
between tests. For details on how to book a test visit our website
Businesses: Don’t miss the deadline to register for the government’s testing
scheme. The cut-off is next Wednesday (31 March). More details can be found on
our website.
Help us to spread the message
Could you help us spread the message? We have shared the images we use for
the Keep West Sussex Safe campaign on our website. Please feel free to
download and share them with your friends, family and people in your community
who might not otherwise see these important messages.
Thank you for your support and let’s continue to do all we can. Stop the spread of
coronavirus. Act like you have it. #KeepWestSussexSafe

COVID-19 vaccinations
More than 880,000 COVID-19 vaccinations
have been given to people across Sussex so far
– but the NHS is appealing to people in the
priority groups who haven’t had theirs to book
an appointment as soon as possible.
You can book a vaccine appointment now if you
are aged 50 or over, if you are at high risk
(clinically extremely vulnerable) or moderate risk (clinically vulnerable) from
coronavirus, if you have a learning disability, live or work in a care home, or are an
unpaid carer.

You can book your vaccination appointment at one of the NHS centres by going
online or by calling 119.
You can also have your vaccine at your GP led local vaccination service, and you
will be contacted by their team to arrange an appointment or you can contact the
them now directly.
There are now around 120,000 people across the whole of Sussex in the priority
groups who are yet to have their vaccination and the NHS is keen to reach as many
of those as possible to make sure they receive this vital protection.
This also covers health and social care staff, and we are encouraging any
employed staff who are eligible to come forward for your vaccination as soon as
possible if you are yet to receive your first dose. Please speak to your employer or
visit the Sussex Health & Care Partnership website to find out more.
Second dose
Vaccination services are also now starting to contact people who are due for their
second dose.
People have to return to the place where they received their first dose; this is for
patient safety and to ensure people receive the same type of vaccine for the second
dose.
If you received your first dose at a GP led local vaccination service, you will be
contacted by the team to arrange your appointment for 12 weeks from your first
vaccination.
If you had your first dose at one of the pharmacy led services, such as in Midhurst
or a vaccination centre such as Chichester, you should have been given a date for
your second appointment at the time of booking your first vaccination.
It is really important to receive both doses and ensure you get the maximum
protection from these vaccinations.
Check Before You Share

This week a new campaign has also started to counter false information about the
COVID-19 vaccine.
When false information is shared, it can take on a life of its own and have serious
consequences.
The new campaign from the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport aims
to tackle this and encourage people to think twice about the information they are
sharing. It provides simple tips to help to empower communities with the resources
they need to help stop the spread of misinformation.
Help us to share the message – there are videos, animations and quotes
encouraging people to fact-check information before sharing online.
The NHS is the best source of info about the COVID-19 vaccine.
Continue to follow government guidance after vaccination
Whilst having the full course of the vaccine will reduce the chance of people
suffering from COVID-19, they may still be at risk of catching it and spreading it to
other people. Therefore, it is important that everyone is reminded to continue to
follow current government guidance to stay safe.
You can find out more information about the local vaccination programme by visiting
the Sussex Health & Care Partnership website.

A Day to Reflect and Remember

This week Councillor Paul Marshall, leader of West
Sussex County Council, shared his own personal
message expressing his condolences to those who
have lost loved ones to COVID-19 and thanking
frontline workers who have kept essential services
running.
Cllr Marshall joined those across the county who
paused for a minute’s silence on the National Day of
Reflection on Tuesday 23 March, which marked one
year since the introduction of coronavirus restrictions.
He said: “Amid the sadness we have seen so many instances of compassion and
kindness. Across the country and our county, we’ve worked together, while we have
had to stay apart, to protect the vulnerable and prevent the spread of the virus.”
You can read the leader’s full message on our website.

Register now to vote in May
Local elections will take place on 6 May for West
Sussex County Councillors and the next Sussex Police
and Crime Commissioner. In some areas, district and
borough councillors and town and parish councillors are
also being elected.
Residents must be registered to vote several weeks
ahead of election day on Thursday 6 May. For anyone
not already on the electoral register, the deadline to apply to register to vote
is midnight on Monday 19 April.

Registering is easy and takes just five minutes online. It is particularly important for
anyone who has recently turned 18 or has moved home to act to ensure they are
registered to vote.
We will make sure that polling stations are safe to use and that you can be
confident in the arrangements for voting in person, but, as part of the county
council’s current drive to help Keep West Sussex Safe, residents are being
encouraged to consider postal voting, rather than travelling to attend polling
stations, to help stop the spread of coronavirus.
Residents can apply for a postal vote by visiting the Electoral Commission website
to download, print and fill in the postal vote application form. The deadline to apply
for a postal vote is 5pm on Tuesday 20 April. Postal votes can be temporary for
these elections only and will be sent out in the run up to election day, with clear
instructions on how to return them.

Have your say on important proposals
Our new Your Voice consultation site is now up and
running and we want to hear your views on key projects
and proposals.
1. Early Help Redesign
Early Help services provide support to children and
families facing any number of challenging circumstances, working to ensure every
child has a safe environment in which to thrive. A series of changes are being
proposed to the service, with a consultation running until 17th May. More
information on the proposals, including video explanations and details of how you
can take part, are on the Early Help Redesign project webpage.

2. Post-16 Transport Policy Statement 2021/22
Calling all sixth-form age students, your families and friends! We want to hear your
views on a transport policy that outlines the support available to help sixth-form age
students and those aged 19 and over who have an Education Health and Care Plan
to get to school or college. Have your say on the Post-16 Transport Policy
Statement for 2021/22 before it is finalised later this year. The closing date for the
consultation is Sunday 25th April 2021.
3. Shoreham-By-Sea
We’d like to hear your views on ideas to improve the walking, cycling and transport
networks around Shoreham. The proposals are part of the government’s Active
Travel Fund. They focus on Upper Shoreham Road, Middle Road and Eastern
Avenue and include things like segregated cycleways, discouraging rat-run traffic
and signalised crossing. Take part in this pre-consultation engagement, which is
being extended to Sunday 28 March to allow for any last-minute comments.

'Book to Recycle' trial starts Monday
From Monday 29 March anyone wishing to visit our
Bognor Regis, Crawley, Horsham, Littlehampton,
Shoreham-By-Sea or Worthing Household Waste
Recycling Sites will need to book a slot in advance.
So if you’re thinking of visiting one of these sites over
the Easter Weekend now is the time to secure your slot.
Slots can be booked up to 14 days in advance but must
be booked the day before you plan to visit.
You can make one trip each week (Monday-Sunday) per household and we would
ask that you continue using a site local to you rather than traveling further afield.

The scheme is designed to allow you to safely dispose of your recycling and waste
without enduring long waiting times, and will also reduce disruption to local
residents, businesses and the highway network.
Find the opening dates and times of your local site. You can book your slot or find
out more below.

Keep the kids entertained over Easter
Are you wondering what you’re going to do with the
kids over the Easter holidays?
Fear not, as West Sussex Libraries, teaming up
with UK Harvest, will bring you a wealth of
interactive activities to keep your children (and you)
amused over the break.
The focus of the activities are all around food and
there are four themes:
•

Growing - Tuesday 6 April

•

Fun with food - Thursday 8 April

•

Fit & Strong - Tuesday 13 April

•

Cooking and ingredients - Thursday 15 April

All the activities are being done virtually and are available online and on the Family
Corner Facebook page.

For anyone who doesn’t have access to a computer, local libraries will have all the
activities available, bagged-up and ready to collect from the door.
Families can also share themselves getting involved by tagging West Sussex
Libraries on Facebook and Twitter and using #WSHealthyHolidays.

Act F.A.S.T. when stroke strikes
The ‘Act F.A.S.T.’ stroke campaign uses an
acronym to highlight the key signs of stroke:
•

Face - has their face fallen on one side?
Can they smile?

•

Arms – can they raise both arms and
keep them there?

•

Speech – is their speech slurred?

•

Time to call 999 if you see any single one of these signs of a stroke

By recognising these signs and acting F.A.S.T. should any single one of these signs
occur, lives can be saved and stroke sufferers can be given their best chance at
recovery as well as a likely reduction in permanent disability.
The NHS has put in place a range of measures to ensure that people can be
treated safely during the pandemic. So, if you see any single sign of a stroke, don’t
hesitate – just call 999.
Find out more on the NHS website.
We can all act to help prevent a stroke by eating a healthy diet, exercising regularly,
and avoiding smoking and drinking too much alcohol. If you know you have high

blood pressure, have been found to have an irregular pulse or need treatment for
cholesterol, please follow the advice you have been given by your GP practice to
manage these risk factors.
Wellbeing advisors, based in the local Wellbeing teams, can help to address these
lifestyle issues.

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If anyone you know would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

____________________________________________________________________________________

26.03.2021 Email from WSCC
Update from GOV.UK for: Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government

COVID-19: Letter to council leaders on the future of remote meetings
Page summary:
Letter from the Minister for Local Government to councils in England on the future of regulations
introduced during the coronavirus pandemic regarding remote meetings.
Change made:
First published.
_________________________________________________________________________________
26.03.2021 Chief Executives Bulletin
Chief Executives Bulletin
Government announces remote meeting powers not being extended
Robert Jenrick MP, secretary of state at the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG), has written to council leaders about remote meetings to confirm the
government will not bring forward emergency legislation on this issue at this time. Our chairman,
Cllr Sue Baxter, has responded to express her disappointment, as has the Local
Government Association (LGA) in their statement. The government has also updated the guidance
on the safe use of council buildings – also disappointing that we were not involved or consulted; we
will be working with county officers to assess the new guidance, provide feedback to the
government and give further advice on where we can. A 12-week call for evidence about how
remote meetings have been used has also been published and I want to strongly urge all local
councils and county associations to respond! As part of our lobbying, we are pleased to be
supporting the application by Hertfordshire County Council, Lawyers in Local Government and
Association of Democratic Services Officers to the court for a declaration. This will continue despite
the government’s decision and is expected to be determined before the end of April. You can read
more on all of this in our news story here.
Welcome Back Fund

I’m pleased the government is listening to our concerns about funding not being passed on to local
councils and has told principal councils to work with local councils and pass on funding from the
£56m Welcome Back Fund. This is particularly important as many of the activities covered by the
fund to help boost high streets are often already delivered by local councils! Please do let your
county association know if you experience any difficulties so we can raise this with the government.
Council tax levels for 2021/22
On 25 March, MHCLG published council tax levels set by councils in England for the financial year
2021-22. Headlines include the average Band D precept will be £71.86, an increase of 2.8% which is
the lowest percentage increase since 2011-12 and the lowest cash increase since 2015-16. You can
read more in our news story including a response from Sue highlighting the sector’s restraint and
restating our call for access to dedicated government funding and a further multi-year deal on
council tax referendum principles.
NALC Policy CommitteeNALC’s Policy Committee held a special meeting on 24 March to consider
the government consultations on the locally-led proposals for the creation of new unitary councils in
Cumbria, Somerset and North Yorkshire. They discussed a series of principles to underpin NALC’s
response which they will be recommending to National Assembly for endorsement at a special
meeting next month.
Building Back Resilient Communities online event
Sue chaired our last online event of the financial year, Building Back Resilient Communities, on 25
March. Speakers included Norma Corkery, chief executive officer of Devon Communities Together,
Mark Law, former chair of Locality and chief executive of Barca Leeds and Cllr Bridget Smith, deputy
chair of the LGA Safer and Stronger Communities Board and leader of South Cambridgeshire District
Council. The event examined the relevance of local councils to key aspects of community recovery as
we begin to emerge from lockdown and discussions factored in the future of community resilience
and partnership working. Do check out our upcoming online events and book early to avoid missing
out.
Young people project
Climate change and health and wellbeing have been NALC’s big themes of work over the last two
years and our next is on young people. Not only are young people vital to the future of our
communities, but they have also been particularly affected by the pandemic. That’s why we want to
raise awareness of how local councils are already working for and with young people, providing
information, guidance and good practice, and lobbying the government to remove barriers and

ensure local councils have the powers and funding to do even more. So if you are doing fantastic
work to support young people in your community, please spend a few minutes to tell us what you
are doing in our survey.
New NALC national network
NALC’s senior councillors have been taking stock of the long-term implications of new ways of
working during the pandemic. It is clear that whilst we all want to meet up in person, remote
meetings and online networks provide a cost-effective and flexible way to keep in touch. Our regular
catch-ups with county associations and special meeting this week of the Policy Committee
demonstrate that. We are planning on developing this approach through a topic and special interest
networks bringing together people from across the country to discuss common issues and concerns.
As a pilot the first NALC national network will focus on coastal communities – this is timely because
of staycations and the pressure on second homes and is well suited to this type of network because
of their relative geographical remoteness. Whilst its purpose will no doubt be shaped by
participants, I would envisage it being a mutually supportive network to learn from each other, share
information, intelligence and good practice, as well as being a sounding board on national policy. So
if you have a beach and want to get involved, email policycomms@nalc.gov.uk to express interest,
put 27 April in your diary and look out for more details next week!
In and about
On 25 March our project officer, Claire Goldfinch, attended the launch of the Volunteering, Covid
and Integrated Care: Challenges and Opportunities report by Royal Voluntary Service and Public
Policy Projects which included a case study on local councils during the pandemic.
•

•

Claire was also at a stakeholder partnership seminar for the Nature Recovery Network, a 25year Environment Plan from the government detailing how to bring together partners to
restore the natural environment. Claire took the opportunity to highlight the need to include
local councils in local partnerships.
Our solicitor, Gary Barker, attended the Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils larger
councils meeting and delivered a legal update which included issues such as remote
meetings, code of conduct, fundraising and drone flying.

BHIB Councils Insurance risk assessment template for delivering secure elections
NALC’s partners BHIB Councils Insurance are playing their part in the upcoming local elections and
have developed a detailed risk assessment template to help principal council election teams plan
and deliver COVID-secure elections on 6 May 2021.

Great British Spring Clean
The Great British Spring Clean campaign 2021 was launched this week by Keep Britain Tidy. From 28
May to 13 June 2021, #LitterHeroes across the country are encouraged to get outside and get active,
while helping Keep Britain Tidy on their mission to clean up a million miles of UK streets, coastline,
parks, footpaths and neighbourhoods. To help with this, Keep Britain Tidy has developed
a handy pack of assets and resources to help you engage your community in the campaign.
Supporters are encouraged to make a simple pledge and let Keep Britain Tidy know how many
minutes they'll clean-up for during the campaign. Pledges can be made as an individual or a group,
ensuring they follow the latest Covid-19 guidance about group gatherings outdoors. Keep Britain
Tidy has also launched a charity webshop, where you can purchase high-quality litter picking
equipment packaged in recyclable materials.
And finally…
With remote meetings, the obvious current hot topic, do listen to BBC’s Mitchell on Meetings which
includes really positive coverage of Sandbach Town Council and their events sub-committee.
__________________________________________________________________________________
26.03.2021 Email from Census UK
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Welcome to our first newsletter after Census Day. These newsletters will continue on
a weekly basis throughout April. We hope to bring you all the information you need
to help us ensure a successful census.
Thank you once again for all of your support.
You can get in touch with the LA Partnership Team
at 2021Census.LA.Liaison@ons.gov.uk.

What's in this issue?

Quick links and reminders

•

There's still time to complete the census

•

Local area response maps for LAs

•

Updates to the downloadable resources page
of the website

•

Scam guidance

•

Social media updates

•

Social media calendars - feedback required

Comms Toolkit_English.pdf

•

Are your Census 2021 website messages up to
date?

Comms Toolkit_Welsh.pdf

There's still time to complete the census
Sunday 21 March was Census Day and millions of
people across England and Wales completed the
census. We are pleased with how it is going so far but
will continue to work hard to ensure the best possible
completion rates. It's certainly not over yet. Thank you
to all LAs once again, for your continued support.

Update the messages on
your LA website - there's
still time to take part in
Census 2021

An extra 8 LAs added
census information to their
websites last week meaning
we now have 85% of LAs
with a link to Census 2021
on their website

Deputy National Statistician, Iain Bell, said: "Every
household should have received their letter inviting
them to take part and we’ve had a great response so
far. If you haven't completed it yet, or you have
misplaced your letter, there’s still time."

Census.gov.uk
Student pages
Helping someone who lacks
the capacity to answer for
themselves
Contact Us page of website
Downloadable resources
page

Local area response maps for LAs
This week ONS has produced maps showing the level of response in each local
authority. The response is graded as a Red – Amber – Green status and is broken
down into lower super area output areas (LSOAs). The status is defined as:
•

Green means LSOA at or above expected return rate.

•

Amber means LSOA is slightly below expected return rate

•

Red means LSOA is significantly below expected return rate

Your CEMs have the maps and they will be contacting each authority to discuss
them.
The CEM will show you the maps and share their views about any amber and red
areas. They will want to discuss any issues and ask you to provide any additional
insight into why those areas might be red or amber.
It may mean that you and the CEM adjust your communications and activities to focus
on these communities (e.g. put out social media posts aimed at key population
groups).
Further updated maps will be provided in two weeks.
Please note, these maps are confidential and should not be shared outside the LA.

Updates to the downloadable resources page of the website
The following updates/resources have been added in the last week to the
downloadable resources page of our website:
•

Facebook and Twitter images and content in many languages

•

Census promotional materials in many languages

•

More signposting to support services leaflets

Please use the filter facility to find the audience, type of asset and language.

Scam guidance
As our field staff begin their follow up roles, calling at households who have not
completed their census, we would like to remind you once again about the following:
Guidance on what a member of the public should do if they are concerned that the
person on their doorstep is not a genuine census official:
•

Census officers will carry an ID card with their photograph and name

•

Census officers will work through the day to make contact with residents but
will not call before 09:00 or after 20:00

•

Census officers will never ask for money or bank details

•

Census officers will never need to enter someone’s home

•

Census officers will have census leaflets and paper questionnaires with them

•

If the householder is still concerned, they can ring the contact centre for
further advice:
o

England 0800 141 2021

o

Wales 0800 169 2021

Census officers will follow social distancing and COVID-safe guidelines.

Social Media Update - a change to the top 5 LAs!
As you know, the campaign is far from over and we are now trying to reach all of
those who have not yet completed their census. Thank you to all local authorities who
are continuing to promote Census 2021 through their social media channels. You
have now reached an audience of approximately 43 million users. 10 million of those
were in the last 7 days. An incredible effort.
Our top 5 LAs jostling for position are:
•

Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council

•

Caerphilly County Borough Council

•

Slough Borough Council

•

Birmingham City Council

•

Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council

You can find a pack of social media posts and images to use on our downloadable
resources page.

Social media calendar - your feedback is needed
Please let us know how useful the social media calendars have been. We are about to
produce the April calendar but would appreciate your feedback. This will help us to
provide you with exactly what you need.

Please let us know your thoughts via your CEM or the LA Partnership team on
2021Census.LA.Liaison@ons.gov.uk.

Are Census 2021 messages on your website up to date?
We are grateful for your support in signposting your local residents to our census
website and support services. As Census Day has now passed, the messaging has
changed slightly. Please remind everyone that it is not too late to complete the
census.
If people do not complete their census, they may have to pay a fine of up to £1,000.

__________________________________________________________________________________
26.03.2021 Email from WSCC
Your Town and Parish Council News Special - Roadmap out of lockdown, a time for reflection,
Easter holiday activities at West Sussex Libraries and more
Information fr om West Sussex C ounty Council

Roadmap out of lockdown
This Monday (29 March) outdoor gatherings of six people
or two households will be allowed along with the return
of some outdoor sports activities as part of the
government’s roadmap out of lockdown. However, we
are still encouraging all residents in West Sussex to
continue to act like they have it despite the easing of
restrictions, to help bring numbers down even further.
COVID-19 hasn’t gone away and increased social contact
means more opportunities for the virus to spread. You can get information on the
infection rates in your area by visiting our tracker.
Please remind your residents that although the stay at home rule ends on Monday,
some restrictions remain in place and they should try to avoid busy areas wherever
possible when meeting friends and family.

Thank you for your support in helping us publicise our #KeepWestSussexSafe
messaging over the past year. Remember that you can still download campaign
resources on our website.

A day of reflection - one year on
On Tuesday (23 March), it was a year to the day that the
country went into the first UK lockdown to slow the
spread of the Coronavirus.
On the day, Marie Curie marked the anniversary with a
National Day of Reflection, and at noon, Councillor Paul
Marshall, leader of West Sussex County Council, joined
those across the county who paused for a minute’s
silence to remember those who have lost their lives.
He also shared his own personal message expressing his condolences to those who
have lost loved ones to COVID-19 and thanking frontline workers who have been kept
essential services running.
You can read the leader’s message on our website.

Keep kids active over Easter with West
Sussex Libraries
A host of fun activities to keep children and the whole
family amused over the Easter holidays is on offer from
West Sussex Libraries.
Open to all West Sussex families, children will enjoy learning about four exciting
topics through a mix of virtual and 'at the door' activities, in line with the current
Coronavirus restrictions.
They will be available online and on the Family Corner Facebook page each Tuesday
and Thursday over the fortnight – please do encourage families you know to join in!
The themes are:

•
•
•
•

Growing - Tuesday 6 April
Fun with food - Thursday 8 April
Fit & Strong - Tuesday 13 April
Cooking and ingredients - Thursday 15 April

There are competitions and challenges based on some favourite stories about food
and growing, as well as ‘science in your kitchen’ experiments to try at home.
For anyone not online, local libraries will have all the activities available bagged up
and ready to collect from the door.
UK Harvest will also be supporting the library service by promoting the issues of
healthy eating, avoiding food waste and encouraging children to grow their own
vegetables. They will also have a pop-up presence outside eight of our libraries,
sharing activity sheets, recipes, ideas and giveaways in a covid-secure way.
Please can you share this information within your communities, letting people know
about the activities on offer from the library service and that:
•
•
•

the activities are taking place virtually, but anyone who can’t access them
online can pick up a printed pack from the front door of their local library,
families wishing to get involved don’t need to be a member of the library
service, but it is free and easy to join,
families can share their adventures on social media by tagging West Sussex
Libraries on Facebook and Twitter and using the #WSHealthyHolidays.

The Library Service will be updating their dedicated web page closer to the time, keep
checking back to see what's new.

Free school meals: 16,000 West Sussex
children will receive £30 meal voucher for
Easter holiday
The 16,000 West Sussex children who receive free school
meals will again be given supermarket meal vouchers for
the Easter holiday.
West Sussex County Council is providing a £30 voucher for
each eligible child for the two-week break. The vouchers are again being funded by
the government’s Winter Support Grant Scheme, which has been extended to cover

Easter, and enables local authorities to give further financial support to those in need
during the pandemic. Individual schools will be in contact with their eligible families
to supply them with their voucher.

Support still available from the Community
Hub
The West Sussex Community Hub remains open to
support families and individuals who are experiencing
financial hardship or are in need of supplies, including
those not eligible for free school meals.
The hub is open from 8am-8pm, seven days a week and
people can contact the Hub online or by calling 033 022
27980.

‘Book to Recycle’ trial starts on Monday
Don’t forget to remind your residents that from this
Monday (29 March) anyone visiting our Bognor Regis,
Crawley, Horsham, Littlehampton, Shoreham-By-Sea or
Worthing Household Waste Recycling Sites will need to
book a slot in advance.
Slots can be booked up to 14 days in advance but must
be booked the day before the planned visit date (people
cannot book for the same day).
More information on the trial and booking a slot can be found here and the opening
dates and times of your local site are available here.

Last chance to take part in our survey
Many thanks to everyone who has already completed our
survey, letting us know what they think of our Town and
Parish Council eNewsletters.
This feedback is important to us as we are always
looking to improve our communications to ensure they
remain relevant, timely and helpful to your communities.
If you haven't taken part yet, please click here and then
click the ‘Take Survey’ button. It should only take you
10 minutes to complete. The survey closes on 31 March
2021.
Your responses will be treated in strict confidence and the data collected will be used
by our communications team internally.
Thank you in advance for your support.

Keeping in touch
Please share the information in this newsletter widely within your communities.
For daily updates, residents can follow us on social media @WSCCNews and
@WestSussexCC.
We are also now on Nextdoor, the app designed with communities in mind. Your
residents can follow the link and join the conversation.
Thank you for your support. Keep safe.

Is this the right e-newsletter for you?
This e-newsletter is for Town and Parish councillors and
clerks in West Sussex. If you are a resident, we
recommend you sign up for our Residents’ e-newsletter,
which has information targeted to you. Sign up for our enewsletters here.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.03.2021 Email from HDC
Notification of Referendum
Dear Stakeholder,
Please be informed the Rudgwick Neighbourhood Plan has been issued with a decision statement
and is now proceeding to Referendum on the 6 May 2021. For further information on the plan and
the forthcoming referendum please click on the following link below:
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/current-planning-consultations
Kind Regards,

Neighbourhood Planning
Telephone: 01403 215398
Email: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk

Horsham District Council, Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1RL
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded) www.horsham.gov.uk Chief Executive: Glen Chipp
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

26.03.2021 Email from HDC
Asset of Community Value
The Kings Head, Church Street, Rudgwick RH12 3EB is currently listed as an Asset of Community value up to
its 5th anniversary with will be the 26th May 2021.
A reminder is usually sent out to the organisation that makes the nomination about 6 weeks before the expiry
day – so in the next week or so. In this case this would be North Sussex CAMRA.
If you wish to nominate this asset again so that it continues to remain on the asset of community value list you
will need to submit a new nomination form and include details of and evidence of current use or recent use.
The guidelines and application form can be found here:

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/community/assets-of-community-value/nominate-an-asset-of-communityvalue
Do let me know if you require any further information.
Kind regards, Melanie
Melanie Playford
Project Management Officer

________________________________________________________________________________

26.03.2021 Email from HDC
Decision Published

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Procurement Shared Service
- Extension of Agreement, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Procurement Code
Exemption for the Purchase of short-term Temporary Accommodation, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Minutes, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Council Tax Support Scheme
- Additional Discretionary Discounts, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Temporary Agency Staff
Contract, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision sheet published: Meeting of Thursday,
25th March, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Contract Award for the
provision of Manned Security Services, Cabinet.

Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Local Development Scheme
update, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Improvement of Community
Facilities in Denne Ward, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Use of Additional
Restrictions Grant for Projects to Assist Economic Recovery, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Leisure Management
Contract - delegated authority and financial support, Cabinet.
Friday, 26th March, 2021, 9.32 am - Decision published: Horsham Town Centre Public
Realm Strategy and Design Guide, Cabinet.
____________________________________________________________________________________

25.03.2021 Email from HDC
Our Business Waste prices are changing from May 2021

A mess age fr om H orsham Dis trict C ouncil's Busi ness w aste team

Business Waste
Important information about your Business
Waste contract
Dear Customer,
Horsham District Council is undertaking a change to the pricing structure for our business waste
customers.
In order to meet the needs of our customers and create a fairer charging method for your varied bin
disposal requirements, from May 2021 we will be moving to a tiered pricing structure based on the
weight of the waste that is disposed of by your business. We will also be implementing a small price
increase of 2.5% over all bin types.
For further information, please refer below or you can contact our experienced team by emailing
businesswaste@horsham.gov.uk or calling 01403 739391.

How will this affect my bill for trade waste?
Instead of paying a fixed price for a bin size, charging will now be based on the average weight of
the waste.
A simple two tier price structure will be introduced as per below.
• Tier 1: 0-75 kg
• Tier 2: 76-150kg
There will also be an excess charge for waste over 150kg. Our prices remain competitive and we will
be providing a bespoke service to customers falling into the excess waste category to assist you in
reducing your waste costs. This service is open to all our customers and we encourage you to
contact our experienced team to discuss individual requirements.
The detailed prices for your business will be sent to shortly.

Why are the Council introducing this change to the pricing
structure?
The current method is based on a set fee per bin and does not take into consideration fluctuations
throughout the month in disposal requirements from individual businesses. As the waste needs of
businesses can vary from week to week the tiered pricing structure will take into account average
weights of your bin provision across each monthly period.
Charging based on the average weight of the waste that is disposed of represents a fairer pricing
strategy for all of our customers and is a consistent charging method within the market.
An additional benefit is that by charging per weight, we encourage businesses to consider what they
dispose of via their business waste and look to recycle and reuse where possible.

How do you know how much my waste weighs?
Our Refuse Collection Vehicles are fitted with equipment that is able to weigh and scan your bin
when it is emptied and calculates the weight of the waste within your bin. This information will be
recorded against your account and the charges will reflect this.

How can I reduce the amount of waste generated by my
business?
The less you throw away, the less you pay!
Reducing your business waste will not only help with your environmental impact but can also save
you money. The Waste Resources Action Programme (WRAP) offers support to businesses for
reducing waste.
We will be able to offer bespoke options to all customers who are looking to reduce business waste
costs or help your environmental impact, and our experienced team will be more than happy to
discuss all options on a one-to-one basis.

What if I don’t want to move to the tiered pricing structure?
This is our new pricing structure and is consistent within the industry. It offers many benefits, is
more flexible and fairer ensuring customers pay based on what they dispose of.
If you do not want to continue with your business waste collections you will have the option to not
renew their contract with us before the new pricing structure is introduced in May 2021. If you
chose to not renew your contract we will terminate your account and remove your bins from your
site after 30 April 2021.

What happens next?
Please look out for your contract renewal invitation which we will be sending out soon. This will
include the detailed prices for your business and a link for you to renew your contract.
Kind regards,

Horsham District Council

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

____________________________________________________________________________________

25.03.2021 Email from HDC
Register now for Virtual Jobs and Skills Fair, May local elections and much more news .

Latest news and information

Looking for work? Register now for the
Virtual Jobs and Skills Fair
Wednesday 28 April 2021
Connect with local employers and explore hundreds of job
vacancies in the Horsham District at our first online-only
Jobs and Skills Fair. Plus, get expert tips on improving your
employability skills.
Register your details with us to receive event information
and to benefit from our jobs matching service.

Register now

May local elections
Local elections are happening on 6 May 2021. They
include:
•

West Sussex County Council

•

Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

•

Neighbourhood Planning Referendums for,
Ashington, Billingshurst, Bramber, Henfield,
Rudgwick, Rusper, Shipley, Southwater, Upper
Beeding and West Grinstead Parishes

•

District Council Trafalgar Ward By-election

•

Steyning Parish Council By-election

For information about COVID-19 safety measures that will be in place at polling stations
on Thursday 6 May 2021
If you would rather, you can choose another way to vote, either by post or by proxy. Visit our
website for other ways to vote

It's also important that you are registered to vote ahead of the elections. If you have moved
house or changed your circumstances, make sure your details are correct. Deadline to
register is 19 April - it only take five minutes. Register to vote

Revised Rookwood proposals include
measures to combat existing flooding
In proposing Rookwood as a strategic site in its Local Plan,
Horsham District Council has focused its development
proposals on the southern part of the site only; and an area
where there can be action to mitigate a current risk of
flooding.

Read more

New small business grant funding is
available
A new round of LEAP funding is set to start on 31 March
2021, targeted towards new start-ups. The funding will be
available to apply for until 30 May 2021 and businesses are
urged to apply now before funds run out.

Read more

National Day of Reflection
Horsham District joined the nation in a Day of Reflection on
Tuesday 23 March to remember those who have passed
away as a result of COVID-19. The date marked the
anniversary of the UK going into lockdown for the first time.
Council Chairman Cllr Karen Burgess urged residents to
support the day of commemoration by observing a one
minute silence at 12noon and taking part in a doorstep vigil
at 8pm, to both remember those who have died, and to
show support for everyone who has been bereaved. The
Capitol theatre and cinema was lit up yellow to support the day.
The campaign was spearheaded by end of life charity Marie Curie, to give our communities a
moment to remember, grieve and celebrate anyone who has died during this difficult time and
show support for those who are grieving.

Storrington Waitrose donates to local
families in need
Storrington Waitrose has once more donated vouchers and
essential items to Horsham based charity Horsham Matters
to be distributed to Storrington residents in need.
Horsham District Council’s Neighbourhood
Wardens accepted the items on behalf of Horsham
Matters and will help to distribute the food parcels and
vouchers.

Read more

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
______________________________________________________________________________________________

24.03.2021 email from Keep Britain Tidy
It's time to engage your communities in the Great British Spring Clean

THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING
CLEAN 2021 HAS NOW LAUNCHED
Hello,
We are pleased to announce the launch of the 2021 Great British Spring Clean
campaign, which went live in the Daily Mail on Saturday.
This year, we want #LitterHeroes across the country to get outside and get active
and help us on our mission to clean up a million miles of UK streets, coastline,
parks, footpaths and neighborhoods.
And to do this, we need your help!

Please let us know if your Town or Parish Council will be joining us by filling in this
short survey.

LET US KNOW IF YOU WILL TAKE PART!

Help us spread the word
We have developed a handy pack of assets and resources to help you engage local
communities in the campaign. This includes a press release, assets for social media
and key messages.

DOWNLOAD YOUR RESOURCES PACK NOW!

Getting Involved
This year, supporters can join us by again making a simple pledge and let us know
how many minutes they'll clean-up for during the campaign (28 May – 13 June
2021).
We'll convert those minutes to miles with the hope that, come summer, we can all
enjoy a cleaner, greener, litter-free environment.
People can pledge as an individual or as a group, ensuring they follow the latest
Covid-19 guidance about group gatherings outdoors. On our site, we have all the
latest safety advice and information.

MAKE YOUR PLEDGE TODAY

Keep Britain Tidy Charity Webshop
We are delighted to announce the launch of our new charity webshop.
All our high-quality litter-picking equipment is made by our partner Helping Hand
Environmental in Britain. Profits will go back towards supporting our charitable
aims and, what's more, all our products are packaged in recyclable materials, so you
can rest easy knowing you’ve made the best decision for the environment.

BUY EQUIPMENT NOW!

______________________________________________________________________________
24.03.2021 email from WSCC
West Sussex Transport Plan Review Survey, Autumn 2020 - Feedback Summary
West Sussex County Council is undertaking a review of the West Sussex Transport Plan (WSTP). During
autumn 2020 we invited stakeholders, such as local groups, authorities and transport providers, as well as
members of the public, to complete a survey to gather information about their key issues and priorities. We
would like to thank all respondents who took part in the survey and submitted feedback. A summary of the
survey feedback has now been published and is available to download at the following link:
https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/8026/widgets/24491/documents/10890. An overview of the survey and
information about next steps for the West Sussex Transport Plan Review is also available at:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/WSTPsurvey.

The survey results are helping to shape the draft version of the plan, which will be published for public
consultation in summer 2021. We aim to adopt the plan in early 2022.
The current plan, which covers the 2011-26 period, needs to be reviewed to take account of changes to
national and local policy, such as the Government’s legally-binding commitment to achieve net zero carbon
by 2050. The new plan will set out how we aim to continue supporting the economy and communities while
protecting the environment. We are considering the best approaches to tackle key transport issues such as
congestion, road safety and pollution, and will be setting out our plans for all modes of transport.
If you have any questions, or would like to get in touch with the team, please contact ltp@westsussex.gov.uk;
01243 642105.

You are receiving this email as you are listed on our West Sussex Transport Plan consultation database as a
representative of an organisation or a group we understand to have an interest in transport planning in West
Sussex, or because you expressed recent interest in receiving future updates about the West Sussex
Transport Plan Review when completing our autumn 2020 survey. Please email ltp@westsussex.gov.uk if you
know longer wish to receive updates about the West Sussex Transport Plan Review.
Kind regards, Transport Planning and Policy Team
________________________________________________________________________________________

24.03.2021 Email from WSCC
Newly published decisions

Newly Published Decisions
You are subscribed to receive decision email alerts on the West Sussex County Council
website. The following decisions have been published.

DecisionMaker(s)

Decision Title

View decision
details via
website

Director of Law
and Assurance

North Chichester Community Initiative Funding
(NC05(20/21))

Link

Director of Law
and Assurance

Horsham CPZ: Tanbridge Park, Rushams Road, Parkfield
Victoria Street/Trinity Square - Proposed Traffic Regulation Link
Order (NH13(20/21))

Director of Law
and Assurance

Central and South Mid Sussex Community Initiative
Funding Urgent Action (CSMS04 20/21)

23.03.2021 Email from WSCC
Highways, Transport and Planning - Members Update

Link

It's spring and our grass cutting schedule has begun. Track the daily location of our mowing
teams on Twitter, and keep updated on gritting as our winter service continues until the end of
April.
Now the weather is getting warmer and a visit to our countryside is becoming even more
attractive, remember to observe Think, Share, Be Aware, to help everyone have an enjoyable
time.
Don't forget to have your say in the Shoreham cycling and walking consultation by Friday 26
March.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

When it's spring again - it's grass cutting again
Our signs and lines are having a makeover
Help shape the future of cycling and walking in Shoreham
New pedestrian crossing for busy A272 in Petworth
Countryside compliments
‘Think, Share, Be Aware’ when you visit West Sussex countryside
Gritting season ends 30 April

When it's spring again - it's grass cutting again

You know it’s spring when mowers are back in
action.
And our grasscutters will be trimming the
equivalent of 24,000 tennis courts of grass
verges in West Sussex as you read this
article.
Click here for the full cutting schedule.
Our grass growing season falls between March and November.
Urban areas, within 30mph zones, receive up to 5 cuts per year, including safety
cuts.

During 2021, as well as cutting for safety and visibility in
urban locations, we are enabling some local communities
to make some of their verges more nature friendly.
This is our 'Community Road Verge' programme and is
part of our Improving Local places and Spaces initiative.
Look out for the Community Road Verge logo on signs,
posters and leaflets. Or, if you'd like to know more,
please email: active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk
You can follow all Highways activities on Twitter.
By the way, if you missed the 'Who Wants To Be a Pollinator 2021' webinar you can
stream it at any time.

Our signs and lines are having a makeover

We’ve been busy during lockdown, improving
our signs and lines to make West Sussex safer.
So far, alongside our existing sign and line
maintenance, we’ve completed additional:
•
•
•
•
•

Faded or damaged line replacement
Damaged signpost replacement
Vegetation cut back around signs
Signpost cleaning
Road stud replacement where necessary

We’ve considered; Safety elements including high
risk roads, high flow routes, and A roads with above
average dark time collision rates; Local identified
improvements assessed and prioritised by Area
Traffic Engineers where there is need for sign and line
improvements; and Maximising value for money by
supplementing lining improvements on our other
works.
We’re expecting to complete all the routes identified
for improvements before the end of this month.
If you spot any sign or line related issues, please help us to respond by reporting
them on Love West Sussex.

Help shape the future of cycling and walking in
Shoreham

Residents, businesses, visitors
and commuters can have
their say on plans that aim to
bring improved air quality,
increased safety and better
opportunities for walking and
cycling in the Shoreham area.
The initial public engagement exercise closes on Friday 26 March.
We’re taking this step after recent surveys and engagement showed interest in what
local cycling facilities residents would like to see in the area.
The feedback provided will help produce more detailed proposals if there’s support for
the plans to be developed. This can then be used to help bid for funding for the
scheme from the Department for Transport later this year after further engagement
on the plans.
The proposals include suggestions for a safer route linking Shoreham and Lancing
and helping students to travel from their homes to Shoreham Academy and Sir
Robert Woodard Academy.
To take part in the public engagement, visit the "Your Voice" Engagement
Hub (deadline Friday 26 March).

New pedestrian crossing for busy A272 in Petworth
A new signalised ‘puffin’ pedestrian
crossing is being installed on the main
A272 near Downview Road in Petworth
this month.
The crossing was requested by Petworth
Town Council under a community
highways application to West Sussex
County Council.

A Puffin Crossing installed recently on Old Shoreham Road, Shoreham.
The road will remain open during the works with traffic signals in place. The works
are expected to finish by Thursday 8 April, 2021, but this is dependent on weather
conditions and other factors.
Red blister paving will aid visually impaired pedestrians. Above ground detectors will
help with the timing of the signals. LED lamps will be used which will not only
improve visibility, but help keep energy and maintenance costs down.
The scheme is expected to cost around £110,000.
Find out about applying for additional crossings via our Community Highways
Scheme.

Countryside compliments
Our Public Rights of Way team have been enhancing
West Sussex countryside over lockdown, and it hasn't
gone unnoticed.
Residents throughout the county have been in contact
to thank the team for all they're doing. Here's what a
couple said:
'For nearly 12 months the footpaths around us have
been heavily used and enormously appreciated by so
many. We want to say a huge thank you to your team
for making them all so accessible.

The network of public footpaths is one of our great treasures. Thank you for all the
work your team have done.' - Alison and William
'I must thank and congratulate WSCC on their splendid efforts to maintain the PROWs
in and around the West of Crawley...Over the last few months I have been very
pleased to note that old rotting stiles have either been sturdily repaired or replaced
with gates. Lots of new signposts have appeared and I was delighted today to see
that all the overgrown vegetation had been cleared on a path that I use often.

These are difficult times and I know that budgets are incredibly tight so I want you to
know that I am extremely grateful for the efforts of your maintenance teams and for
making my walks even more enjoyable.' -Pauline

‘Think, Share, Be Aware’ when you visit West Sussex
countryside
The number of visitors to our countryside sites is on
the increase, which is great!
However, with the increase in users comes the need
to be careful when out and about - whether that's
on foot, bike or horseback, with friends, family or
just walking the dog.
There are a few things you can do to ensure we all continue to enjoy our countryside:
•
•
•
•
•

Respect other visitors on your route and be courteous.
Cyclists: slow down and give way to walkers, horse riders and wheelchair
users.
Keep dogs under control and clear up after them - any public bin will do.
Be aware some of our paths pass through working farmland.
Take your litter home with you.

Think of other users, Share rights of way with others and Be Aware of what's
around you!
When visiting the countryside and using Public Rights of Way, you must follow
Government guidelines on accessing green spaces safely.

Gritting season ends 30 April

We're still monitoring road temperatures
and gritting where necessary.
In fact, January was our busiest month of
gritting since we started keeping records in
2009.

Not to mention the cold snap between 6 and 12 February, when our gritters were
mobilised nine times in six days, spreading around 1,500 tonnes of salt. This took
over 935 hours in total and covered a distance of 13,000 km.
Our winter service will continue until 30 April.
Produced by the Stakeholder and Partnerships team, Highways Transport and
Planning. Please contact steve.hill@westsussex.gov.uk or
jessica.macey@westsussex.gov.uk with any comments or suggestions regarding what
you like and don’t like in this e-builletin and what you’d like to see in future editions.
____________________________________________________________________

22.03.2021 Email from WSCC
WSCC Post-16 Transport Policy Statement Consultation
Dear Colleague,
West Sussex County Council asks for views each year about the Post-16 Transport Policy
Statement. The consultation aims to make sure the information in the Policy Statement is up to
date and complete.
The Policy Statement sets out the help that is available through the council, schools, colleges and
transport operators for young people of sixth-form age and those who are 19+ with an Education
Health and Care Plan to get to school or college.
A consultation is now open and available online here and runs until Friday 25 April 2021. All
responses will be considered before the council’s Post-16 Transport Policy statement is published at
the end of May.

Best Wishes, Lisa
Ost-16Lisa Maynard
Specialist Transport Officer (SEND), Capital Planning and Transport, Education and Skills,
West Sussex County Council, Room 237, County Hall, Chichester PO19 1RQ Phone 0330 222 7067
(Internal 27067) Email: lisa.maynard@westsussex.gov.uk Web:www.westsussex.gov.uk

24.03.2021 Email from WSCC
A time for reflection - A message from Cllr Paul Marshall, leader of the council

news release
A time for reflection - A message from Cllr Paul Marshall, leader of the council
On this day one year ago, our country entered a period of national restrictions to slow the spread of the
Coronavirus. The pandemic changed our lives overnight and continues to impact on us all.
Today we reflect on all we have experienced in the last year, especially the tragic loss of many of our
loved ones to Covid-19. We will carry them forever in our hearts.
Amid the sadness we have seen so many instances of compassion and kindness. Across the country and
our county, we’ve worked together, while we have had to stay apart, to protect the vulnerable and
prevent the spread of the virus.

This Spring as the days get brighter, we can start to look forward to a better Summer ahead. A key part
of this hope is the NHS vaccine programme which is well underway. I am very grateful to all workers and
volunteers across our county who are delivering vaccines as swiftly as possible.
More than 370,000 West Sussex residents received a vaccine by mid-March, with more people being
given a jab every day. The vaccine rollout, along with Covid-19 prevention measures such as ‘hands, face
and space’, will help us be able to carefully regain a new form of normality as we keep West Sussex safe.
I’ll be observing the minute silence at noon today and the 8pm moment of reflection this evening. I will
remember those we have lost and the challenges we’ve faced.
And finally, and very importantly, I would like to say a huge thank you to all for the part you have played
in the pandemic response.
Thank you to frontline workers keeping services running and essential shops open. Thank you to
everyone working in education, health services and social care. Thank you all at home, at work and
volunteering. Every individual action has helped to carry us through.
More information
More information about the Day of Reflection is on the Marie Curie website
Find out more about West Sussex County Council’s response to the pandemic, including data on local
cases and support available to communities, at www.westsussex.gov.uk/coronavirus
#KeepWestSussexSafe
____________________________________________________________________________

26.03.2021 Email from WSCC
New property development initiative created for West Sussex

news release
New property development initiative created for West Sussex
West Sussex County Council has created a new property development initiative by joining forces with a
leading development and construction company in a long-term joint venture.
The County Council will be working with Morgan Sindall Group plc to develop surplus County Council
land into new homes and commercial premises.
The joint venture will maximise the financial and wider returns from surplus land enabling the extra
funds generated to be reinvested across West Sussex to support the wider aims of the County Council.
Jeremy Hunt, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Finance, said: “Whilst a straightforward
sale of land on the open market is appropriate in some circumstances, opportunities exist to return
higher financial outcomes for the County Council. We can then reinvest these additional proceeds in our
frontline services, supporting residents across West Sussex.
“I am delighted that we will be partnering with Morgan Sindall Group plc, one of the UK’s leading and
diverse property companies, to deliver our vision to develop new places to live and work.
“Working with an experienced organisation such as Morgan Sindall brings many benefits and I
particularly welcome its shared commitment and demonstrated success in sustainable development
through social value and carbon reduction.”

The initiative will be delivered by one of Morgan Sindall’s group companies – Lovell Partnerships
Limited.
Steve Coleby, Managing Director of Lovell, said: “Morgan Sindall is delighted to have been chosen by
West Sussex County Council as its joint venture partner. Partnership working is at the heart of what the
Group, and Lovell, do and we are looking forward to helping the Council realise its ambitions to deliver
high quality new homes and commercial developments in successful and resilient communities.
“This year marks the 50th anniversary of the first Lovell partnership scheme. There couldn’t be a more
fitting way to mark it than forming this long-term partnership with a shared commitment to increase the
scale, pace and quality of new homes across West Sussex.”
The County Council has confirmed it has a number of sites across West Sussex that the Joint Venture
partnership will be looking to bring forward for development in the coming months, subject to receiving
the necessary planning permission.
Notes to Editor Lovell is part of the Morgan Sindall Group plc, a leading UK construction and
regeneration group with revenue of £3bn which operates through six divisions of Construction &
Infrastructure, Fit Out, Property Services, Partnership Housing, Urban regeneration and Investments.
Lovell has specific expertise in housing-led regeneration including new-build, open market housing,
refurbishment, planned maintenance and assisted living and has offices in England, Scotland and Wales.
Lovell provides a comprehensive range of services and can offer a full range of build and maintenance
options for clients.

