Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 3 - 9 May 2021 (Agenda June 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•
•

Cllr Buckley and a Rudgwick resident on BBC South Today on Tuesday 4th May, promoting the benefits
of the new SIDS in the parish;
Successful Restart Grant 2 grant application of £8000 awarded;

VAT reclaim of £1,542.58 submitted to HMRC

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting .2021

Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

DC/21/0622
06.05.2021

Middle Gingers,
Cox Green,
Rudgwick

Removal of existing garage block
and link structures and erection
of a rear and side garage and
kitchen extension with
accommodation over within the
roof space.

Response
Date
27.05.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting .2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 10.05.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC Recommendation

HDC
Decision

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting .2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting .2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting .2021

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
•

Emails/correspondence from external organisation

06.05.2021 Email from WSCC
West Sussex County Council election results update
Conservatives retain control of West Sussex County Council

news release
Conservatives retain control of West Sussex County Council
The Conservatives have retained control of West Sussex County Council following the local elections on
Thursday 6 May.
After the votes were counted at the end of last week and into the weekend, the Liberal Democrats
remain the largest minority party at County Hall.
The new composition of the 70-member council is:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conservatives: 48 councillors
Liberal Democrats: 10 councillors
Labour: 9 councillors
Green Party: 1 councillor
Independent: 1 councillor
Local Alliance: 1 councillor

Becky Shaw, Chief Executive of West Sussex County Council said: “The circumstances of these elections
have been very unusual for all involved, and I’d like to say a huge thank you to all of the district and
borough councils for running the local elections so efficiently and safely.
“A lot of work and effort goes into running any election, but the added challenges of running an election
during the Covid-19 pandemic cannot be underestimated. Thank you as well to everyone who ran the

network of polling stations across the county and worked so hard to keep residents safe whilst they
used their democratic right to vote.”
Before the elections the Conservatives held 50 seats on the council, Liberal Democrats 8, Labour 4,
Independent members 4, Independent Conservatives 2 and 2 vacancies.
The first meeting of the new-look council will be on Friday 21 May, when the Chairman, the Leader of
the council and all of the council’s committees will be appointed. The meeting will be webcast via
www.westsussex.gov.uk.
The full results of the election can be found at www.westsussex.gov.uk/elections.

_________________________________________________________________________________
06.05.2021 Email from WSCC
Your latest news on COVID-19 - Mental Health Awareness - and more
7 M ay 2021

Covid-19 update

Message of support for India
News stories of how the coronavirus pandemic is
affecting India are a stark reminder that the response to
the virus requires a global effort.
West Sussex County Council Chief Executive Becky
Shaw (pictured left) and Director of Public Health Alison
Challenger (right) have issued a statement of support to communities in India and
around the world.
Read their message in full and what you can do to help.
Care home visits
Care home residents can now leave to spend time outdoors without the need to
isolate on their return. The change came into effect on Tuesday this week (4 May).
Some conditions apply. Residents must be accompanied by:
•

a member of care home staff

•

one or both of their nominated visitors

•

their essential care provider (where applicable)

Further information can be found by visiting gov.uk
Next steps on the roadmap
We’re due to hear from the government next week (Monday 10 May) whether or not
we will move to the next step on the roadmap out of lockdown.
Moving to step three (which is due to come in on or after Monday 17 May) will
mean:
•

restrictions on meeting others outdoors will be lifted

•

the rule of six people or two households will apply when meeting indoors and
will remain under review as to whether this is safe to increase.

There were 130 new confirmed cases of coronavirus in West Sussex in the seven
days to Saturday 1 May, the number rising compared with the previous week.
Visit our data dashboard to keep up-to-date with infection rates where you live and
remember to continue to follow the hands, face, space and fresh air guidance to
help take the next step safely.
Test regularly
Symptom-free Covid-19 test kits that can be used at home are available and its
recommended that you test regularly. Order free packs of rapid lateral flow test kits
to be delivered direct to your home at www.westsussex.gov.uk/communitytesting

Remember, if you test negative this does not completely rule out infection with
Covid-19. To protect yourself and others, you must continue to follow the current
restrictions in place and remember hands, space, face, and fresh air.
Check-in for test and trace to keep yourself, friends and family safe as
lockdown restrictions ease.
It is a legal requirement for all over the age of 16 to check in to venues such as
hairdressers, pubs, cafes, gyms when they visit. Checking in is easy; simply give
your name and contact details or check in using the Covid-19 app.
•

Download the app

•

Check in

•

Protect each other.

Please share our Covid-19 update with friends, family and people in your
community who might not otherwise see it.
Thank you for your support and let’s continue to do all we can. Stop the spread of
coronavirus. Act like you have it. #KeepWestSussexSafe

Read more

Latest news on Covid-19 vaccinations
This week our NHS teams are focused on making sure
that those who are due their second dose can receive
their vaccination, as well as beginning to offer first
doses to people in the recently eligible group – those
aged 40 and over.
To date, more than 9 out of 10 people aged 50 and over, with a long term health
condition or a carer have received their first dose, and of those aged 70 and over,
more than 8 out of ten have now also had their second dose.
Our local NHS is also on track to offer a first dose to all adults by the end of July
subject to vaccine supply.
If you are in the eligible groups and you are yet to have your vaccination, please
join the thousands of others locally who are helping to protect themselves and
others. You can book your vaccination now by using the online service, by calling
119 or wait to receive an invitation from your GP-led local vaccination service.

Please don’t forget to follow government guidance around ‘hands, face, space
and fresh air’ once you’ve had your vaccination.
For more information, please read the latest newsletter about the Sussex
vaccination programme.

Read more

Natural ways to look after your mental
health
If your mental health has been hit by the impact of
Covid-19, then getting out and about in our stunning
county could help boost your wellbeing.
Next week (10 -17 May) is Mental Health Awareness
Week and this year’s theme is nature, as research has
shown connecting with nature is extremely beneficial to
our mental wellbeing.
Read our news story to find out more about Mental Health Awareness Week and
the support available to you. You can also visit Experience West Sussex for some
fantastic ideas of places to visit across the county to help boost your mental health.

Read more

Last chance to have your say!
The ten-week consultation looking at options to
redesign the Early Help service will end at midnight on
17 May 2021.
Over 1,100 people have already shared their views and
completed the consultation.
Early Help is an important part of our work to support
children, young people and families. We want to hear
from everyone who would like to share their thoughts and ideas on our proposals. If

you are yet to complete the consultation and would like to take part, please do this
by 17 May 2021.
In response to feedback an additional online briefing event will take place on
Wednesday 12 May from 4pm – 6pm. This event is open to everyone, providing an
opportunity to hear directly from senior staff and for participants to ask any
questions they have. If you would like to take part you can register here
We are keen to hear views from children and young people on our proposals. To
support this, we have set up a drop-in meeting for anyone aged 13-25 on Thursday
13 May at 6.00pm. If you would like to take part you can register here
You can read details and watch videos explaining the proposals, book a place on
the online events and take part on our Early Help Service Consultation Page.
If you are unable to access the consultation online, please contact 01243 777807
and we will be happy to send you a paper copy to complete.

Read more

County Council election update
The votes are all in for the West Sussex County Council
election, which was held yesterday (Thursday 6 May).
Counts are currently underway in all the district and
borough areas and will be completed over the weekend.
We’ll be tweeting the results as they come in on Friday
and Saturday.

Read More

Is now the right time for you to foster?
Foster Care Fortnight starts on Monday and we’re
celebrating all of our wonderful foster carers who
provide secure and loving homes to children throughout
West Sussex.
The pandemic has shone a light on how a caring
society can bring the best out of people and tackle

challenges with compassion and kindness. This has inspired lots more people to
become foster carers with West Sussex County Council over the past year - but we
still need many more.
So, if you have a spare room and you’re thinking about becoming a Foster Carer
get in touch with our friendly fostering team and we’ll tell you everything you need to
know. You can call us on 033 022 27775 or visit our website for more
information.
For inspiring stories about fostering follow us on Facebook @wsccfostering and
Twitter @FosterWSCC

Read more

Supporting Dying Matters Awareness
Week
Residents are being encouraged to talk about death,
dying, bereavement and loss as part of Dying Matters
Week 2021 which runs from 10 – 16 May.
The theme of the week is the importance of being in a
good place to die – physically, emotionally, financially,
spiritually and digitally. There is no right or wrong place
to die; it will be different for everyone. But it is important
for families to think about it, to talk about it and to plan for it. To mark this national
awareness week a range of events and seminars are being held including free
webinars such as:
•

Freeman Brothers introduces the funeral industry - Tuesday 11 May
11am-12pm Book here and Thursday 13 May 11am-12pm Book here

•

Funeral costs and other practical tips for people dealing with
bereavement, from Citizens Advice in West Sussex – available on demand.
Access from Citizens Advice website from Friday 14 May.

We have partnered with other local organisations to form Compassionate
Communities West Sussex. This network of organisations is working together to
support people through death, dying, bereavement and loss.

Read more

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If anyone you know who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

06.05.2021 Email from NALC
NALC Coronavirus Update
ABOUT
This page has been created to provide local (parish and town) councils with information about the
coronavirus. It should not be used as a substitute for government advice. However, some
practicalities are specific to local councils, where we hope this information will help you plan and
manage your risks. If you would like further advice and support on any of these topics for your local
council, please contact your local county association.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Following the High Court Judgment on remote meetings, without further legislation there are no
definitive answers and NALC is taking the approach of advising the safest course for local councils
taking into account both Covid laws and local government law.
The current position is unsatisfactory and will cause huge problems for many of the 10,000 local
councils in England, which the sector will address in its usual professional way and in the best
interests of residents.
It is clear that the legal position is that local councils need to meet face-to-face, rather than
remotely, and be open to attendance in person from the public.
As we have advised previously in our guidance on preparing for the possible return to face-to-face
meetings, local councils should take steps to address this issue through measures such as delegation
to clerks, deferring controversial decisions or holding meetings later in the year, after the 21 June
roadmap date.
Any face-to-face meeting should be held in line with restrictions and public health advice in place at
the time. So, in practical terms, local councils will have no choice but to control the numbers of
people physically in the meeting room at any one time in order to comply with the Government’s
Covid restrictions.
We are currently advising local councils not to meet before 17 May because of Covid regulations and
the roadmap.
If a meeting is necessary, local councils must conduct a risk assessment of any available venue and
you can find details of how to in the Managing Facilities and Public Spaces section.
In light of the risk assessment, it is advised to set out in the agenda the arrangements for safely
meeting (for example social distancing, wearing of masks and hand sanitising and other measures)
and the number of the public that can be accommodated.
If there is a large influx of the public for a meeting which exceeds the room’s safe capacity as stated
on the agenda, then the permitted number of attendees should not be exceeded. Local councils
should manage as they would usually any disruptive behaviour or health and safety risks.
If the assessment is that the room cannot hold a safety meeting and no other venue is available or
there is no outside space then, the local council will need to take appropriate mitigating actions
including delaying meetings until after 21 June.
The meeting notice should also set out any arrangements for live streaming and making the meeting
available for the public to observe proceedings and encourage the public to watch remotely.
Councils may also want to encourage members of the public to make written representations on
issues rather than attending in person.
This summary and further information are set out below in the Preparing for the return to face-toface meetings section.

SOURCES OF ADVICE
The coronavirus situation is fast-moving, and there is an increasing amount of misinformation
online. We should be using government advice to inform decisions and be checking that advice
regularly.

•

•

•
•
•

The government’s main source of advice on coronavirus includes information on social
distancing alongside a wide range of other information. There are also useful coronavirus
FAQs that provide useful additional information.
GOV.UK provides a range of information on working safely during Coronavirus related do
different sectors. This further guidance, developed with the Department for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy, aims to assist employers and businesses in providing advice to their
staff.
You may find ACAS advice useful in considering any employment-related matters that may
impact your local council.
On 4 January 2021, the government announced a national lockdown and published guidance
on what you can and cannot do during this time.
On 22 February 2021, a 4-step plan to ease lockdown in England was announced.

__________________________________________________________________________________
05.05.2021 Email from HDC
Local elections tomorrow, calling young people to have their say on safety and much more news
All the l atest news and information from H orsham Dis trict C ouncil

Latest news and information
Elections tomorrow Thursday 6 May

Tomorrow Thursday 6 May is local election day. It is your
chance to have your say in the following elections and
referendums:
•

West Sussex County Council

•

Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

•

Neighbourhood Planning Referendums

•

Horsham District Council Trafalgar Ward Byelection

Polling stations will be open from 7am until 10pm. Votes
can be cast between these hours. Please be aware that
your polling station may be different to previous year. Use the Polling Station Postcode
Search on our website to find your polling station.
We are working hard to incorporate safety measures at polling stations to help you stay safe
when you vote. Find out how we are making polling stations safe.
The results of the elections and referendums will be published on our website on Friday 7
and Monday 10 May.Visit our elections results page for up-to-date information.

New survey invites young people to have
their say on safety
Local young people of the Horsham District are being
encouraged to share their views on public safety issues
with our Community Safety team through a newly
developed survey.
The Council is keen to engage with and listen to the views
and ideas of local young people about their safety.

Have your say

Grant funds to boost energy efficiency for
community facilities
St Peter’s Hall and the Royal Air Forces Association Club
(RAFA) on the Needles Estate are set to benefit from the
installation of a new air source heat pump heating system,
the introduction of solar panels and improved insulation,
amongst other improvements.

Read more

Council engages with community to tackle
parking problems
Our Neighbourhood Wardens and Civil Enforcement
Officers carried out a week of action at Horsham’s
Kingslea Primary School last week to help understand
ongoing parking problems in the vicinity of local schools.
The purpose of the week of action was to encourage
drivers to be considerate of other road users and
pedestrians and to make safer parking choices.

Read more

2021 Civic Service in Horsham
The Annual Horsham District Council Civic Service was held in a Covid safe environment at
Horsham Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin in The Causeway, Horsham on Sunday 2
May at 6pm.
The Chairman of Horsham District Council, Cllr Karen Burgess, Cllr Peter Burgess and their
family attended.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
____________________________________________________________________________________________

05.05.2021 Email from HDC
Council Matters: Climate Change Special Issue no.4 - May 2021
Read how Hors ham District Council is tackli ng climate change

Special Issue No.4 for District councillors, neighbourhood and parish councils
5 May, 2021

Tackling Climate Change
We are committed to tackling climate change and reducing our carbon
footprint
Dear Councillor,
These special editions of our Council Matters newsletter will keep you updated on how
Horsham District Council is progressing with its climate change agenda, as well as offering tips
and advice on how to find out more, get involved, and reduce your carbon footprint. Enjoy!

Content
•

Horsham District Council receives over £230,000 for green energy improvements

•

Chesworth Farm awarded Local Wildlife Site status

•

Wilder Horsham District announces first Nature Recovery Award winners

•

The Council's green grant helps fund an Eco Station for the Horsham District

•

Our tree planting project makes a positive start

•

See what climate change projects are taking place across our communities

•

Useful links

Council receives over £230,000 for green
energy improvements
Horsham District Council has been awarded a grant of £238,200 by Salix to deliver
decarbonisation improvements to two adjacent community buildings, St Peters Hall and the
Rafa Club in Blackbridge Lane, Horsham.

The proposed works include
•

replacing aging gas boilers with air source heat pumps,

•

installing solar panels to provide a source of renewable energy,

•

converting lighting to LED technology and installing additional insulation.

These actions will contribute to the Council’s commitment to reach net zero by 2030. Alongside
these works, we are re-modelling the building to create a fit-for-purpose and efficient space
which can be used by the local community to meet local needs.

Find out more

Chesworth Farm awarded Local Wildlife
Site status
You may have seen in a recent morning show of ITV Meridian News that Chesworth Farm has
been awarded 'Local Wildlife Site' status for nature conservation in the Horsham District,
largely due to its extensive high quality hedgerows and wildflower meadows.
Local Wildlife Sites such as Chesworth Farm play a critical role in the conservation of the UK’s
natural heritage as they support locally and nationally threatened habitats and species. They
provide wildlife refuges and collectively can form corridors and buffer zones to link and protect
other sites and the open spaces of our towns and countryside.
The Parks & Countryside team at the Council, in partnership with the Friends of Chesworth
Farm and Horsham Green Gym, have been putting in many hours of practical conservation
management, as well as wildlife recording, which have all contributed to achieving conservation
protection for the Farm.

Why Local Wildlife Sites matter

Wilder Horsham District announces first
Nature Recovery Award winners
Becoming the first successful applicants for the Nature Recovery Award, these
three successful applications are a showcase for the wide variety of activities that can be
achieved to improve land for nature and for people. They are:
•

Friends of Glebe Field, Thakeham (pictured here)

•

The Society of St. Columba, Wiston

•

Brooks Field Farm, Woodmancote

Wilder Horsham District is focused on working closely with local communities and landowners
to create, expand and develop a Nature Recovery Network, and the Award is central to this
supporting role.
For landowners and community groups, funding of up to £5,000 is available to support practical
schemes that focus on improving networks for wildlife in Horsham District.

Find out about these three successful applications

Council's green grant
helps to fund new Eco
Station for Horsham
District
Thanks to £5,000 funding from its recently launched
Community Climate Fund initiative, a new mobile
educational Eco Station is set to be launched on
Saturday 15 May in Horsham's Carfax by Sussex
Green Living.
This Inspirational Eco Station is a colourful and engaging mobile unit that will travel to schools,
colleges, faith groups and community events to share top tips on how residents can save
money whilst reducing their negative impact on the planet.
From promoting waste prevention and recycling to tackling eco home and gardens, fast fashion
and low carbon career opportunities, there will be lots of inspiring ideas and solutions to help
people save money, reduce their carbon emissions, and live more sustainably.

Find out more

Our Parks and
Countryside team's tree
planting project makes a
positive start
As a Council we are committed to additional tree planting
in strategic locations across the District.
Under the watchful eye of Mark Pullen, Trees and
Contracts Officer, work has started on this four year
project and the first of the trees are now in place.
Mark explained:
“The effects of climate change and the arrival of many new pests & diseases is leading to
increased levels of tree loss throughout the District”
In response we are in the process of planting a significant number of both specimen and
hedgerow trees. It is hoped that these additions will help to not only maintain tree numbers, but
increase the associated environmental, biodiversity and amenity benefits”.

See what climate change projects are taking
place across our communities
The successful recipients of our second round of applications for our Community Climate Fund
has been announced. This fund enables voluntary and community groups to work on projects
to help reduce climate change. The new awardees are:
Southwater Village Hall
The money received will contribute to the cost of installing an air source heat pump to replace a
gas fired boiler which will drastically reduce their energy use and carbon emissions
Second Horsham Scout Group
The fund enabled improvements to their Scout Hut, including low energy lighting, new heating
controllers, water butts and a hot composter.

One Church at Rock Farm
An outdoor space is being developed for education on alternative methods for growing food
(biochar farming) and improving soils, as well as planting some trees
Sussex Green Living
This group will be creating an Eco Innovation Station. See more details in the article below.

See the full list of recipients here

The next round of applications closes on 14 May 2021
Please let your community know so that they can get involved in this vital climate change work.

Find out more and apply for funding

Useful Links
•

Find out about how we are tackling climate change

•

See our carbon reduction targets and action plan

•

Learn about the Wilder Horsham District partnership

•

Horsham District Community Climate Fund

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
______________________________________________________________________________________________

04.05.2021 Email from HDC
Publication of plan: May 2021, Cabinet.

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications
Tuesday, 4th May, 2021, 11.29 am - Publication of plan: May 2021, Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

30.04.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin
Toilets Bill receives Royal Assent
Our long-standing campaign to secure business rates relief on public toilets came to a
successful end this week, with the Non-Domestic Rating (Public Lavatories) Bill receiving Royal
Assent. I’m grateful to everyone for their unstinting support over many years, but there are a
few people I want to particularly thank, including Richard Holden MP, Lord Lytton, Scott Mann
MP, Cherilyn Mackrory MP, Cllr Peter Wilkinson and Mark Williams. Ensuring backdated
rebates are paid as soon as possible is our next task, and our chairman, Cllr Sue Baxter, has
raised this directly with the local government minister, Luke Hall MP. They are due to meet
shortly to discuss this and other issues such as remote meetings.
High Court Judgement on remote meetings
We were obviously extremely disappointed by the High Court Judgement on remote meetings
on 28 April, which we conveyed in our response and was picked up in this story by the Local
Government Chronicle. Again, Sue has relayed this directly to ministers and pressed again for
the government to legislate quickly. I would be grateful if you could continue to lobby your
MPs on this issue. We convened an urgent meeting with county officers on 29 April to discuss
the Court Judgement and next steps and are working with them on supporting information,
guidance and practical support on going back to physical meetings. And next week, we are
meeting with the other local government bodies we have been working with on remote
meetings, such as the Local Government Association. A reminder that the Ministry for Housing,

Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has issued a call for evidence on remote
meetings, and I want to urge everyone again to respond!
NALC National Network: Coastal Communities
Sue hosted the inaugural meeting of the NALC National Network: Coastal Communities on 27
April. Here are a few highlights:
•
•

•

•

Attending were nearly 40 representatives from right across the country;
Cllr Phil Harris from Cromer Town Council and the National Assembly representative for
Norfolk highlighted the challenge posed by second homes and the impact on loss of
local services;
Cllr Wendy Pattison from Northumberland County Council emphasised the importance
of partnership working across the tiers, as demonstrated by their coastal summit
bringing all agencies together and planning for the high number of visitors after
lockdown ends;
It was agreed the network would meet quarterly and review after a year. If you are
interested in being added to the list to receive details of future events and other
relevant information, please email policycomms@nalc.gov.uk

New funding for neighbourhood planning
Two new neighbourhood planning funds totalling £2.1m and £330,000 have been announced
by MHCLG aimed at kick-starting neighbourhood planning groups in deprived or urban areas
and piloting making neighbourhood planning simpler. We are urging planning authorities to
engage with local (parish and town) councils in their areas, and I would encourage interested
local councils to do likewise.
NALC lobbying on banking services
We’re currently pressing UK Finance, the trade body for banks, to improve its services to local
councils following a groundswell of complaints we and county associations have received. You
can read more in our news story, which was also picked up by Public Sector Executive.
In and about
Our project officer, Claire Goldfinch, spoke at a youth engagement event hosted by Essex
Association of Local Councils on 28 April. Claire covered our national young people campaign,
the importance of engaging with young people and how we can learn from other local councils
to implement effective projects in our communities.
And finally…
In advance of next Thursday’s local elections, I want to wish everyone standing the best of luck,
likewise to those involved in running the elections, given the challenging circumstances. Before
then, enjoy the Bank Holiday weekend!
_____________________________________________________________________________
30.04.2021 email from WSCC
Your latest news on COVID-19 - safe voting next week - enjoy the great outdoors - and more
30 April 2021

Your latest COVID-19 update
In the seven days to Saturday 24 April there were 123
new confirmed cases of coronavirus. Compared to the
previous week, confirmed cases are falling. Remember
to keep checking infection rates in your area by visiting
our Data Dashboard and please share the link with
family and friends.
Symptom-free COVID-19 Testing
Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 won’t display any symptoms. Regular testing
can help identify and stop the spread of the coronavirus. Rapid test kits can be
ordered at www.westsussex.gov.uk/communitytesting.
Symptom-free COVID-19 test kits that can be used at home are available and it's
recommended that you regularly test if you:
•

leave home to work, volunteer or provide care

•

have children attending school

•

are visiting someone or attending an appointment in a hospital setting

•

if you’re meeting up with friends outdoors, for a drink, a picnic, a walk or to
exercise.

Regular testing is an essential part of the easing of restrictions, helping identify
variants and stopping individual cases from becoming outbreaks.
Barry Newell, our Public Health and Resilience Advisor talks about testing in our
latest podcast.
Order free packs of rapid lateral flow test kits to be delivered direct to your
home at www.westsussex.gov.uk/communitytesting

If you test negative this does not completely rule out infection with COVID-19, as
there can be false negative results. To protect yourself and others, you must
continue to follow the current restrictions in place and remember: hands, face,
space and fresh air.
Remember to check-in for test and trace
It is a legal requirement for anybody over the age of 16 to check-in to venues such
as hairdressers, pubs, cafes, gyms when they visit.
Simply give your name and contact details or check in using the COVID-19 app.
Doing this protects each other and helps us to not only keep West Sussex safe but
everyone safe from the spread of COVID-19.
Download the NHS COVID-19 app and remember to check in to keep yourself
friends and family safe as lockdown restrictions continue to ease.
How to keep infection rates low
Finally, remember that the ways we can keep COVID-19 infection rates down are:
•

regular testing of people without symptoms – even if you’ve had your
vaccine

•

keeping our social contacts within the rules – act like you have it

•

getting your vaccine as soon as you are invited

•

hands, face, space and fresh air.

We regularly update the adverts we use across our social media channels as well
as posters. Please help us by sharing these free adverts with clubs, teams, venues
or groups in your community who might not otherwise see them.
Thank you for your continued support and let’s continue to do all we can to stop the
spread of coronavirus. Act like you have it. #KeepWestSussexSafe

Read more

Aged 40 and over? Vaccinate now
People aged 40 and over have now become eligible for
their vaccination. This is in addition to those who are
clinically extremely vulnerable, those with an underlying
health condition or learning disability, unpaid carers and
health and social care workers.

To book your vaccination, visit nhs.uk/covidvaccine call 119, or wait to be
contacted by your GP-led local vaccination service.
If a vaccination service is not displaying on the national booking service, it just
means that there aren’t any appointments available on that day. More appointments
are released daily in line with vaccine supply so please check back.
To date, more than 1.2 million vaccinations have been given across Sussex as the
roll out continues, with thousands of first and second dose appointments taking
place this week.
Also, after a very successful 'Quiet Session' this month, Sussex Community NHS
Foundation Trust is pleased to be able to offer further dedicated ‘Quiet COVID-19
Vaccination Sessions’ for people requiring their first vaccination.
For more information on these, please read the latest newsletter about the
Sussex vaccination programme.
If you are eligible and have not yet had your vaccine please book it and don’t
forget to follow government guidance around ‘hands, face, space and fresh
air’ once you’ve had your vaccination.

Read more

Don't forget to vote next week
A number of elections, including the election of West
Sussex County Councillors, are taking place next
Thursday (6 May).
For those who are voting in person (or for those voting
as someone’s proxy), polling stations will be open from
7am – 10pm and will be COVID-19 safe, but you may want to plan ahead for how to
vote:
•

Check your poll card because your polling station may have changed since
the last election

•

Polling stations are usually busier early in the morning and after school, so
you may want to go at a different time when it’s likely to be quieter.

For more information on voting and COVID-19, visit The Electoral Commission
website.
If you were planning to vote in person or are someone’s proxy, but find you can’t go
to the polling station for reasons related to COVID-19, you’ll be able to apply for an
emergency proxy vote up until 5pm on polling day.

The full results for the West Sussex County Council election will be published on
our website and you can also find out the results as they come in by following us
on Twitter.

Read more

Rediscover West Sussex this Bank
Holiday!
From our sparkling coast and lively seaside towns to the
wide open spaces and beautiful views of the South
Downs, as well as the many parks, forests and rivers in
between, there’s plenty of room to get outside.
Most of our beautiful gardens are now open and
bursting with seasonal colour, and many of our favourite
vineyards have re-started tours and tastings.
Our historic market towns, villages and inns are offering delicious alfresco dining
opportunities, just remember to book ahead. For great ideas for what to do on your
doorstep visit www.ExperienceWestSussex.com.
But please remember if you’re going out and about this Bank Holiday weekend,
enjoy the countryside respectfully.
Respect wildlife. Always keep dogs on leads near livestock and please keep to
footpaths and bridleways so as not to disturb ground nesting birds and other
wildlife. Litter, particularly masks, can be dangerous to animals. Make sure you take
your rubbish home with you or put it in a bin.
Protect the landscape by ensuring you are following the Countryside
Code, which sets out how visitors to rural areas can behave safely and responsibly.
Enjoy our beautiful parks and countryside by exploring local walks and cycle
paths while maintaining social distancing. If you arrive somewhere that’s very
crowded, please consider returning at a quieter time or a different day.

Read more

Remember - book to recycle
Don’t forget that a booking system is now operating at
six Household Waste Recycling Sites in West Sussex:
Bognor Regis, Crawley, Horsham, Littlehampton,
Shoreham-By-Sea and Worthing.
The aim of the trial scheme is to provide fair access to
as many residents as possible in any given week, in a
way that is safe for staff and visitors, and avoids
disruption to local residents, businesses and the
highway network.
You do not need to be at the site at the exact start time of your appointment - you
can arrive at any time within your allotted slot. Appointments are 15 minutes long in
the case of Bognor Regis and Shoreham-By-Sea sites, or 30 minutes at the other
trial sites. See your confirmation email for more information.
You can book a slot up to 14 days in advance and must book at least one day
before you intend to visit the site.
If you would like to give feedback on the trial, please email:
wastes.servicescontracts@westsussex.gov.uk
Click on the link below for more information or to book a slot.

Read More

Virtual reading group still going strong
The West Sussex Libraries Virtual Reading Group on
Facebook is still going strong for those who aren’t ready to
return to reopened library buildings.
It was set up during lockdown to help #KeepWestSussexSafe
and now has nearly 700 members.
Visit the West Sussex Libraries Virtual Reading Group on
Facebook to find out more.

Read more

Focus on the local economy
You can read the latest monthly ‘snapshot’ of COVID19's impact on the West Sussex economy now on
our Business West Sussex website.
March’s report contains many interesting facts and
figures including:
•

West Sussex has seen a 3% decrease in people
furloughed since January 2021

•

Over £183m has been paid to West Sussex businesses in coronavirus
support grants by local authorities (as of 18 January 2021).

Click on the link below to see the full report, plus all previous reports issued since
they were started in June 2020.

Read more

Children - have your say
Children who live in West Sussex are being encouraged
to tell the government about their experiences of the
coronavirus pandemic and their hopes for the future.
'The Big Ask' survey is being led by the Children's
Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza and
will run until 19 May.
It will be the largest consultation with children in
England and hopes to help shape the way the
government approaches issues affecting children.
There are four main versions of the survey, aimed at children in the age groups four
to five years old, six to eight years old, nine to twelve years old and thirteen to
seventeen years old. There are also two easy read versions of the survey, and an
adult version for parents, care leavers and people who work with children to share
their views.
Please encourage the children and young people you know to take part via their
school or college or the Children's Commissioner's website.

Read more

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If anyone you know who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

27.04.2021 Email from AirS
Link to Updated Re-opening Guidance for Halls & Community Buildings
Village Halls & Community

Buildings Advisory Service

Village Halls & Community Buildings such as village halls, community centres, church halls and sports
pavilions are crucial components in sustaining inclusive and active communities, particularly in rural
areas where fewer venues and services are present.
There are approximately 300 such buildings across the rural parts of East and West Sussex. Each of
which offers communities a hub in which social interaction can occur, businesses may be supported,
services may be delivered and physical activities may take place.
Action in rural Sussex offers an Advisory service on an annual subscription basis which offers support
to those involved in managing and operating these buildings. This includes the provision of key
information and guidance documents, training events, workshops and conferences, as well as
responses to ad-hoc queries.
It is designed to provide an affordable level of initial support and information to halls with easy and
direct access to an expert consultancy service to meet more detailed and complex needs. It provides
email, telephone and consultancy support on every aspect of managing multi– purpose community
facilities.
Latest Coronavirus information from ACRE for village and community halls in Tier 4 – Updated 23
April, ensuring all halls have the latest information
Re-opening Information Sheet V.10 April 2021
Appendix D Activities Table 22.4.21
Village Halls and Community Buildings are Recommended to look at the Financial Implications of
Coronavirus and act upon any financial concerns
• Advice Sheet – Financial Implications – Action needed this Autumn
• Sample 1 (Ringmer Village Hall) – Expenditure Forecasts 2020 – 2021
• Sample 2 – 2 yr financial projection
Advisory Service Details

