Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 10 - 16 May 2021 (Agenda June 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•
•
•
•

Access cover KGV field replaced to avoid trip hazard;
Fence behind skatepark repaired;
Of the 10 Neighbourhood Plans undergoing a referendum, Rudgwick were voted through and
got the highest percentage of YES votes;
Large tree stump positioned at Churchmans Meadow access gate to deter unauthorised
access;
Broken PROW marker at the corner of KGV field (next to RH car park) reported to WSCC PROW.

New Applications (Delegated Decision)

New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 14.06.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

DC/21/0711
12.05.2021

The Plough
Cottage, Church
Street, Rudgwick

Reconfiguration of ground
floor layout within front
catslide comprising of the
removal/addition of internal
partitions, closure of an
existing internal opening ,
enlargement of existing
internal window and
repair/reconstruction of
brickwork below timber beam.

02.06.2021

DC/21/0693
14.05.2021

Monks Farm,
Honeywood Lane,
Okewood

Retrospective application for the
retention of existing mobile
home.

04.06.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.06 .2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

Decisions

Decisions issued by HDC – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.06.2021
Application
No
DC/21/0378

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC Recommendation

Sweetlands Farm,
The Haven

Retrospective application for
the construction of a pole
barn for hay and agricultural
equipment.

No Objection

HDC
Decision
Permitted

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.06.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.06.2021

Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14.06.2021

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
•

Emails/correspondence from external organisation
17.05.2021 Email from ERTA
Call for support for reopening the Guildford-Horsham-Shoreham line
Dear Friends, Colleagues and Elected Representaties,
Greetings. Letters sent to local MP's calling for the following, are far more powerful than remote
hosted emails from people living outside the areas concerned, however caring they may be. If an MP
gets a handful of letters, they are legally obliged to at least look into it and take action where
appropriate. Therefore we appeal to you and please forward to like-minds - to email/write to the
local MP's between Guildford-Waverley/South West Surrey/Horsham and beyond to Shoreham and
Brighton. The missing rail link of Guildford-Cranleigh-Horsham-Shoreham is a vital missing strategic
rail link for both carrying passenger and freight off local and regional roads.
ERTA has updated its diagram and tables Zoom Meetings which are open to all/please encourage
others to attend these.
The next one is:
July 5th 14.00 hrs Guildford and South East Area Meeting Hosted by Mr Iain Sears
iainsear22@hotmail.com Please do contact Mr Sear and register your interest.
Currently the route is used as a cycle-way/footpath 'green corridor' but now there's a dual application
for turning part of the route to a canal 'Wey and Arun'. This, apart from a broadening of the route,
would in our view conflict with the railway interest and other options exist combining existing water
courses and new build elsewhere. These applications tabled at Guildford and Waverley must be
rejected to keep the rail option alive surely? Broadening the trackbed on which a railway could go,
would require lands but could accommodate a railway and perimeter fence with walk-way/cycle-way
slewed but accommodated. But a canal would be a completely different animal to deal with.
I attach updated brochure and flyer and welcome volunteers to be found to advocate for the railway
at the local level. We do have some members in the area, but Covid has taken a toll and physical
meetings will take time to nurture in the new context. You may find perusal of our
website: https://ertarail.co.uk/publicity/ useful.

You may observe from our diagram, we want a new direct link between Polegate and Stone Cross.
Please again, help protect lands to ensure it can be done and the benefits to all received. Development
with a new station on existing lines, does not address the time-taken to reverse at Eastbourne whereas
if the direct link was restored in some shape or form, it would enable some Hastings-Brighton fasts
and more capacity for London-Gatwick-Resort fasts as well, bringing diverse footfall and spend
sustainably all year round.
We appeal to Government to enact measures to:
a. protect rail routes wanted for reopening/reinstatement/select new builds
b. to bring the councils together and bid for funding
c. ensure a rolling programme of rail reopenings is on-going, not just a gimmick with a
disproportionate spend on new roads, rather than new rails.
Please do email Rt. Hon Grant Shapps MP, Secretary of State for Transport and the Rail Minister, Mr
Chris Heaton-Harris MP to get a nationwide plan and action going to keep options open, especially in
a context of laissez-faire development without much responsibility to these vital corridors and links.
Does it make any sense to support Guildford-Woking-0Heathrow without a rail link south of Guildford
for through trains to once delivered and loaded, to run on to elsewhere including Horsham, Crawley
and Gatwick from the south or Brighton via Shoreham and those audiences vice versa? Trains waiting
on platforms at Guildford going no-where occupy space other trains could be using, so we do need
more options and capacity for diverse rail services and less time waiting at signals. Guided Busways
are useless for freight and lock out rail, as the example of Cambridgeshire may well be held up as an
illustration: http://www.simplonpc.co.uk/CambridgeBusway.html
Hope of interest, Yours sincerely,
Richard Pill, ERTA Chairman
________________________________________________________________________________
13.05.2021 Email from WSCC
Your latest news on Covid-19 - Sussex Crisis Fund - Safe Against Scams - and more
14 May 2021

Covid-19 update
Further easing of restrictions next week
Step 3 easements will go ahead from Monday 17 May.
Up to six people or two households will be able to meet
indoors. Overnight stays will also be allowed and
groups of up to 30 people may meet outdoors.
Hospitality venues, including pubs and restaurants, will be allowed to open indoors
for groups of six.
Indoor entertainment venues like cinemas and theatres will be allowed to open.
Up to 30 people will be able to attend weddings, funerals, and wakes.
Care home residents will be able to have up to five named visitors, with two visitors
able to attend at once provided they are tested and follow infection control
measures. Residents will also have greater freedom to leave their home without
having to isolate on their return. Visit gov.uk for further guidance.
Residents are reminded to continue following the guidance. Please wash your
hands regularly, keep your distance from others and wear a face covering where
necessary. Making sure indoor spaces are well ventilated also helps reduce the
spread.
Find out more here: www.westsussex.gov.uk/coronavirus
Current Covid-19 situation
In the seven days to Saturday May 8, there were 115 new confirmed cases of
coronavirus in West Sussex. Compared to the previous week, the number of
confirmed cases is lower. Remember to visit our Data Dashboard to check infection
rates throughout West Sussex.

Symptom-free Covid-19 Testing
Symptom-free Covid-19 test kits are available to all residents and can be taken at
home. You should take a regular test if you:
•

leave home to work, volunteer or provide care

•

have children attending school

•

are visiting someone or attending an appointment in a hospital setting

•

if you’re meeting up with friends outdoors, for a drink, a picnic, a walk or to
exercise.

Barry Newell, Public Health and Resilience Advisor at West Sussex County Council
talks about testing in our latest podcast
Rapid test kits can still be ordered at www.westsussex.gov.uk/communitytesting

Read more

Latest news on Covid-19 vaccinations
A dedicated ‘Quiet Covid-19 Vaccination Session’ for
people in West Sussex requiring their first dose Covid
vaccination is now available.
The session is taking place on Saturday 22 May 2021,
8.30 am – 3.45 pm at the Children and Family Centre
(Home Start Portacabin), St James’ Road, Chichester PO19 7AB This Quiet
Session is being offered to people who are eligible for the vaccine and over the age
of 40, who may need more time for their appointment, or have extra access needs
where a quieter and calmer environment would help support them to receive their
vaccination. People can also book their carer in at the same time if they need their
first vaccination dose too. How to book, together with useful easy read documents,
including reasonable adjustments form, and how to access free transport if
required, can all be found on the Sussex Health & Care Partnership
Alternative vaccines
Everyone under the age of 40 will be offered an alternative to the Oxford
AstraZeneca vaccine when they become eligible. If you are eligible and are
recommended to receive an alternative vaccine, you will be able to book an
appointment through the national booking system very soon. Read more about the
latest guidance
Please don’t forget to follow government guidance around ‘hands, face, space and
fresh air’ once you’ve had your vaccination.
For more information, please read the latest newsletter about the Sussex
vaccination programme.

Read more

Sussex Crisis Fund rebooted
A crucial crisis fund that gave £2.7 million in grants to local
charities who were working on the Covid-19 frontline and
supporting vulnerable people last year, has been
relaunched – thanks to a £300,000 boost from the County
Council.
Sussex Community Foundation is re-booting the Sussex
Crisis Fund (support and recovery phase) and hopes that
local people will once again step forward with donations to
support those who are struggling to make ends meet.

Read more

Keep yourself ‘Safe Against Scams’ with
free webinars
Over the next three months, the West Sussex
Community Safety & Wellbeing team are
working with West Sussex Trading Standards
to offer residents free online webinars to help
keep themselves ‘Safe Against Scams’.
These hour and a half sessions have been organised as the county has seen a rise
in a number of different scams, including telephone, courier and romance fraud.
The dates for the free sessions are:
•

Thursday 20 May 10am – 11.30am

•

Thursday 20 May 6pm – 7.30pm

•

Tuesday 15 June 10am – 11.30am

•

Tuesday 15 June 6pm – 7.30pm

•

Tuesday 27 July 10am – 11.30am

•

Tuesday 27 July 6pm – 7.30pm

If you’re interested in signing up for one of the free webinars, visit Eventbrite for
more details.

Read more

Election update and first council meeting
You went to the polls last Thursday (6 May) to vote for
your West Sussex County Councillors and the next
Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner.
In some areas, district and borough councillors and
town and parish councillors were also elected.
The full list of the final results from this year's election is
available here. The first meeting of the new-look council will be next Friday (21
May). In this meeting, which will be held partly virtually and partly in person, the new
Chairman, Leader of the Council and all of the council’s committees will be
appointed. The meeting will be webcast online.

Read More

Join our Fostering Online Information
Session - May 25
If you’re thinking about Fostering and want to find out
more, join our next online information session.
It’ll include a presentation about fostering with West
Sussex County Council, a chance to hear from a local
foster carer and the opportunity to ask any questions.
Mark a foster carer from Crawley said, “The best thing about being a foster carer I
have to say it’s being able to see that you’re making a difference to a young
person’s life. If you’ve got a spare room and you’ve got a lot of love to give, then do
it. It’s something that we wish we’d done a lot sooner.”
The session takes place on Tuesday 25 May – 7pm-8pm
Book your place here now.

Read more

Next week is Dementia Action Week
A range of free online support sessions and activities
will take place during Dementia Action Week, which
runs from 17 to 23 May.
Read our news story to find out more about the events
taking place, as well as the support available to people
with dementia and their families throughout the year.

Read more

Take care of your mental health
Mental Health Awareness Week continues until Sunday
(16 May) and this year’s theme is 'connecting with
nature', as research shows spending time outside in the
fresh air is extremely beneficial to our mental wellbeing.
If your mental health has been affected by
the pandemic, read our news story to find out more
about Mental Health Awareness Week and the support
available to you. You can also visit Experience West Sussex for some fantastic
ideas of places to visit across the county to help boost your mental health.

Read more

Time for a rewarding new job?

As lockdown restrictions ease and life begins to get
back to normal you might be thinking about a new
direction and starting a whole new career. The past
year has shown how a caring society can overcome
huge challenges, so why not consider a job in Care?
Care work is really rewarding, offers flexible hours and
job security. You don’t need to have worked in care
before as it’s more important to have a caring nature and want to make a difference
to the lives of others.
Our friendly Proud To Care team are experts in care recruitment and can help
match you to the right job. Get in touch to find out more.

Read more

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If anyone you know who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

________________________________________________________________________________
13.05.2021 Email from WSALC
WSALC May Newsletter

Newsletter
www.wsalc.co.uk

Meetings
We have forwarded NALC’s updated information and
guidance for Parish and Town Councils on the return
to in person Council Meetings. If you are unsure of
your NALC login details please contact Anna at
anna@mulberryandco.co.uk
Public attendance at face-to-face Meetings – the
public must have the opportunity to attend in person
but should be encouraged to use the ‘remote’ facility
if provided and submit questions in advance. There is
an expectation that all Meeting Venues will be COVID
compliant.
Staff can attend Meetings in person or remotely.
We would particularly draw your attention to the
very important plea from NALC for all members to
respond to the Government’s call for evidence on
remote meetings. It would be very helpful if you
could share your responses with us as, in addition to
your direct responses, we would like to pass on your

thoughts and ideas to all Member Councils and also
provide a composite response reflecting various views
and experiences.
Working Groups - NALC has recently confirmed their
formal legal advice initially provided some years ago
(though it seems to vary in other guidance) to the
effect that Working Groups are considered to have
the status of committees/sub committees and are
subject to the usual statutory requirements for
service of Notices etc.
The view has long been held by most of us that
Working Groups are informal, their purpose is limited
to research and assembling of information (ie they do
not make decisions) which will inform decision
making by the Council and or a Committee that
appointed them.
It would seem that there is now a concern as to the
definition of working groups and an increasing trend
for a more extensive use of Working Groups by
Councils in place of formal meetings and this brings
into question the Council’s commitment to
transparency.
We appreciate this will affect many of you,
particularly if your Council has recently appointed
Working Groups at your Annual Meetings and we will
be happy to chat through the implications.

Forums for Clerks and Chairs
We will be continuing with these Forums (remotely)
shortly, they provide an opportunity to share
information and provide updates.

Please keep a look out for dates which will be
circulated soon.

Clerks
Whenever a vacancy arises most councils wish to
appoint an experienced Clerk, unfortunately there are
not enough to go round!
WSALC is currently considering ways in which the
word can be spread that being a part time parish clerk
can fit in well with other jobs and domestic life. With
the demise of many local papers there is a challenge
in how we reach those who may be interested and
invite them to a briefing.
If anyone has ideas of how we might achieve this
please let us know.

You can access the vacancies page on the WSALC
website

PCC / WSALC Focus Groups
These come around every 6 months and are about to
start again, arrangements have been made to meet
with the following towns and parishes on the dates
shown within agreed time slots, the purpose is to
return to the same communities and establish
whether policing has been effective:

18th May – Bramber
20th May – Rustington, Angmering, East Preston,
Selsey
21st May – Midhurst, Haywards Heath
27th May – Broadbridge Heath, Southwater, Rusper,
Warnham, Burgess Hill, Hassocks, Billingshurst
28th May – Pulborough, Littlehampton
1st June – Petworth, Fittleworth and the Witterings
7th June – Chichester and surrounding parishes
8th June – Turners Hill

Well done!
As lockdown restrictions ease it is probably now
timely for all Councils to reflect on just how well you
have all done in the last 15 months. There have been
many hurdles and you have overcome them with
hard work and commitment. It does no harm to
review the last year and capture it maybe in a report
and/or in any publication or other communication
mediums. It may also be a good time with budget
planning looming to think about lessons learned and
any changes that will prepare the Council for the
future.

NALC and the County Associations are still pressing
the Government hopefully to give Council’s the
choice on holding ‘in person’ or ‘remote’ meetings.
This may be the opportunity to think about also
offering the community the choice.

And finally we are always on the lookout for
interesting snippets from our parishes that they might
wish to share with others, if you have something that
can be published in our next Bulletin please let Anna
have a note.

MULBERRY AND CO TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR
LOCAL COUNCILS

Mulberry and Co are delighted to launch a brand new
online training programme for town and parish
councils delivered by an experienced and qualified
team, all training is charged at a discounted rate for
WSALC members.

The training programme is designed to be flexible and
individual and currently includes:

Councillors & Chairmanship training – suitable for
both new and existing councillors
Clerks & Officers training – suitable for new staff or
those requiring training/refreshing on a specific topic
Finance training – suitable for both officers and
members, new and existing
*NEW* Planning training – suitable for both officers

and members, new and existing

Any of the scheduled modules are also available for
individual councils to book either in the tailored made
format or completely bespoke to your requirements,
please contact Anna Beams at
anna@mulberryandco.co.uk if you have a request or
would like further details. Prices are quoted on an
individual basis depending on your needs.

At present all training is taking place online by Zoom
however we hope to resume face to face training as
soon as we are able and will then offer both a remote
and face to face programme, as well as networking
days and conferences.

For further details and to book please visit the
Mulberry and Co website.

We will be adding many more dates, topics and
modules over the coming weeks and months so
please do keep a look out for those!

WSALC CONTACT DETAILS
Trevor Leggo:
trevor.leggo@wsalc.co.uk
07825 506649
Anna Beams:
anna@mulberryandco.co.uk
03303 450596
Mark Mulberry

mark@mulberryandco.co.uk
WEBSITE:
www.wsalc.co.uk

13.05.2021 Email from WSCC
Key appointments to be made at County Council next week

news release
Key appointments to be made at County Council next week
Key appointments such as the Chairman of West Sussex County Council, Vice-Chairman and Leader will be
made at the first meeting of the Full Council next Friday 21 May.
The Leader of the Council will also announce their Cabinet Members for the coming term and appointments
to all the committees will be made at the County Council’s Annual Meeting. There will be no other business
on the agenda.
The Full Council is the first meeting of the 70 elected members, 32 of whom are new councillors, following
the local elections last Thursday 6 May.
The meeting will be held in the Council Chamber at County Hall, Chichester. Only a limited number of
councillors will be attending in person due to Covid-19 social distancing requirements. The other councillors
will join the meeting virtually.
Residents and other interested parties will be able to watch the meeting live via the County Council website.
There will also be a reduced capacity public gallery available to anyone wishing to attend and view the
meeting in person. Admission is by ticket only, bookable in advance by emailing:
democratic.services@westsussex.gov.uk

Details of Covid-19 safety measures in place at County Hall will be provided to anyone booking to attend in
person.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

13.05.2021 Email from HDC
Power Down
As you may be aware, a number of services on our website will be unavailable over the weekends of
15-16 May and 22-23 May 2021 due to essential electrical work in our data centre.
The services unavailable will include planning application information, bin calendars, online forms
and online payments. Work will commence at 5pm on the Friday before each weekend so the
information will be unavailable from that time.
We apologise for any inconvenience. Services are expected to be accessible again from Monday 17
May and Monday 24 May 2021.
Many thanks, Charlotte
__________________________________________________________________________________
13.05.2021 Email from WSALC
WSALC Draft Minutes

West Sussex ALC Ltd.
Minutes of the Virtual Board Meeting of West Sussex ALC Ltd. held on
Friday 30th March 2021 at 2:00pm by Zoom
Attendance
Cllr Douglas Denham St Pinnock, Chairman, Mid Sussex District Association
Cllr Tony Nicklen, Adur District Association
Cllr Alison Cooper, Arun District Association
Cllr Tim Russell, Chichester District Association
Cllr Charles Britton, Chichester District Association
Cllr Malcolm Eastwood, Horsham District Association
Cllr Donald Mahon, Horsham District Association
Cllr Jon Millbanks, Mid Sussex District Association
Mark Mulberry, Company Secretary
Trevor Leggo, CEO WSALC Ltd.
Julie Holden, Chairman, Society of Local Council Clerks (Sussex Branch)
Anna Beams, Mulberry and Co (clerk)

1. Apologies for absence

Received from John Godfrey DL, John Lytton DL and Cllr Martin Beaton.
The Chairman reported that Cllr Lilian Richardson, a previous WSALC Board member sadly passed
away on 26th April 2021. A moment of silence was held in respect of Cllr Richardson's tireless
contribution to the local council sector.
2. Welcome to the new Directors

The Chairman welcomed two new members of the Board, Cllr Malcolm Eastwood and Cllr
Donald Mahon, both appointed representatives of Horsham District Association.
3. To approve the Minutes of meeting held on 11th March 2021

The Minutes were approved subject to the following amendments:
5b) It was noted that, at the meeting held on the 22 nd February 2021, the then Chairman, Terry
Oliver, had received full support from all directors. Three days later, at the AGM, members passed a
vote of no confidence in the Chairman and the Vice Chairman and they had both been required to
stand down. Phil Baxter and Tony Nicklen, who were both at that meeting and voting, were asked if
they should consider their position in light of events, and also stand down.
Amended to: 5b) It was noted that, at the meeting held on the 22nd February 2021, the then
Chairman, Terry Oliver, had received full support from all directors. Three days later, at the AGM, an
overwhelming majority of members passed a resolution that the Chairman and the Vice Chairman
were required to stand down. Phil Baxter and Tony Nicklen, who were both at that meeting, were
asked if they should consider their position in light of events, and also stand down.
4. To consider an invitation to Clerks for two of their number to join the Board as observers with

the right to speak but not vote
Cllr Nicklen proposed that the invitation should be extended to all clerks and not limited to two,
this was deemed impractical by the CEO and the Chairman which would require a change to the
Articles of Association. The Chairman proposed that the matter could be raised at a future meeting
shortly before the AGM.
Julie Holden, Chairman of the Sussex branch of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC), advised
the Board that she has been elected by the SLCC membership to attend WSALC Board meetings
as an observer.
The Chairman proposed that the second representative is also nominated by the SLCC and that it
would be helpful if the two clerks represented different districts within the County.
It was AGREED that two representatives from the SLCC attend future WSALC Board meetings, one
being Julie Holden and a second representative to be nominated by the SLCC membership. Further
clerks or chairman's representation at Board meetings should be made only by prior arrangement
with the CEO in consultation with the WSALC Chairman.
It was AGREED that a future item will be taken to the Board to amend the Articles of Association
to formally appoint two clerks as Directors to the Board.
5. Recognising the benefits of stronger DALCs operating along similar lines, to consider the

appointment of one person to act as Secretary to all four DALCs
The Chairman noted that the District Associations have a very important role within the County
and that they are undergoing a resurgence following recent meetings with member councils and

the election of new representation on the WSALC Board. The Chairman further noted that three
of the District Associations do not have Secretaries at present and that a proposal was raised at
the recent West Sussex Clerks Forum that any interested parties should contact the CEO with
expressions of interest and a quote to provide secretarial and treasury services to all of the District
Associations.
The CEO advised that, as the Chichester District Association currently have a temporary Secretary,
that the proposal was either for four District Associations or three, depending whether the current
Secretary remains in post. The CEO further advised that two parties have responded with
expressions of interest, a clerk and Mulberry and Co. and that the Chairmen of the District
Associations should meet with the candidates.
The CEO provided an update in respect of grants paid to the District Associations by WSALC. Grants
have been paid annually to assist with administration costs and the sum varied as it was based on
the number of parish and town councils in membership of the District Association but was £350
on average. A proposal was made to increase the grant to a round figure of £500 per year.
It was AGREED that the CEO should contact the Chairmen of the District Associations to discuss
the proposal and the expressions of interest with a view to meeting with the candidates. It was
noted that the District Associations are not bound by the proposal.
It was AGREED unanimously that a grant of £500 per year is paid to the District Associations with
immediate effect. Due to it's size, Adur District Association will not receive a grant from WSALC.
6. Report back from meeting with Clerks

The CEO reported that a Clerks Forum was held by Zoom on 15th April 2021 to allow clerks in West
Sussex to meet with Board members, the CEO, Anna Beams and Mark Mulberry. Clerks were given
an opportunity to raise matters of interest or concern and to receive clarification of the new
WSALC and Mulberry and Co service provision following the cessation of SSALC. The CEO
recommended that the meetings are held regularly as attendance was high and the feedback was
favourable. The CEO thanked the Chairman and Board for their attendance at the meeting and
their efforts in gaining the trust of the clerks.
Julie Holden added that the feedback she has received through the SLCC has been extremely
favourable and that she will be happy to attend future forums.
The Chairman recommended that the frequency of future forums should be discussed under
Agenda item 11.
7. Financial update - to include approval of Annual Accounts to 31st March 2021, the budget to 31st

March 2022 and the two years' forecast beyond
Mark Mulberry referred to the Annual Accounts which were circulated with the Agenda and
reported the following:
• There is £94,657 in the WSALC current account as of 30 April 2021.
• The total sum of debtors is £52,000 which is made up of outstanding subscription invoices.
Statements will be issued towards the end of May but Mark is not expecting any defaulters.
Mark advised the Board that Management Accounts will be presented on a quarterly basis and a
full expenditure list along with invoices will be provided to ensure full transparency. Cllr Nicklen
reassured Board members that he has always been extremely content with the transparency of
reporting by Mark Mulberry.

Cllr Eastwood raised a question regarding a sum paid to Hampshire Legal Services, Mark explained
that Hampshire Legal Services were engaged by the WSALC Board during 2020-21 and had
incurred costs but that no further costs are outstanding.
Mark then referred to pages 2-4 in the Management Accounts and reported that:
• As at 31st March 2021 the income showed £122,000
• There was £106,000 in expenditure during 2020-21
• WSALC showed a surplus of £16,000 as at 31st March 2021 which when added to reserves
gave a closing balance of £36,000 in reserves translating to a bank balance of £45,000, the
difference being debtors and creditors
• A sum of approximately £2000-3500 is due to be received from SSALC on closure of the
SSALC company accounts
Mark sought the Boards approval for the accounts to be signed by the Chairman and Vice
Chairman and subsequently filing with Companies House.
The Board APPROVED the accounts for signing.
8. Website presentation

Anna Beams demonstrated the new WSALC website to the Board.
Cllr Nicklen queried the use of the joint Sussex logo and it was explained by the CEO that the logo
was retained for simplicity and that it was recognised by member councils. It was suggested that
a potential new logo could be discussed at a future meeting.
Anna asked the Board whether they would like to add their individual contact details to the
website. All Board members agreed that they would like contact details posted on the Directors
page.
The Chairman raised a question regarding member councils' knowledge of the website. Anna
explained that details had been circulated by email, in the newsletter and at the recent clerks'
forum and that there have been in the region of 130 visits to the website to date.
9. Training programme

Anna Beams referred to the training report circulated prior to the Board meeting adding that
bookings were at a level expected and that Mulberry and Co would continue to expand the
programme to include face to face training, networking days and conferences. Anna reported that
there will be a need to take into account the cost of venues and length of face to face training
sessions and therefore the cost to member councils will be reflected in that.
The Chairman raise a question regarding member councils' knowledge of the training programme.
Anna explained that details had been circulated by email, in the newsletter and at the recent
clerks' forum and booking numbers reflected that members are aware of the programme.
Julie Holden stated that feedback from members of the SLCC has been very good in response to
the training programme.

10. Reports by District Associations
A)
Adur: Cllr Nicklen reported that Sompting and Lancing Parish Councils have elections

on 6th May and that a meeting of Adur District Association will be called once Members are in
place.
B)
Arun: Cllr Cooper reported that all is quiet within the district.The CEO advised that he
had received communication that the Chairman of Arun District Association is standing down
and a new Chairman will therefore need to be appointed at the next meeting.
C)
Chichester: Cllr Russell reported that the Chichester Association has held its first
formal meeting where a new Constitution was presented. Some objections were raised to
points within the Constitution which will require amendment. Cllr Russell added that it is a
challenge to cater to all parishes within Chichester due to differences in priorities such as the
South Downs and the south of the county.
The CEO suggested that there were previously sub-districts in Midhurst and Petworth which
could be resurrected.
Cllr Britton added that coastal parishes within Chichester have common interests quite
different to National Park parishes and that discussions are in place to invigorate the
association.
D)
Horsham: Cllr Mahon reported that an AGM has taken place attended by 22 member
councils and that Horsham has a membership of 29 local councils out of a possible 32. He
thanked the Mid Sussex and Chichester Associations for sharing their Constitutions and the
aim is to update the Horsham Constitution to be consistent with the model and to re-engage
with Horsham members proactively.
E)
Mid Sussex: Cllr Millbanks reported that a very well attended meeting has taken
place, the Constitution has been amended and that Cllr Tony Steer has been re-elected as
Chairman. The Chairman reminded Board members that the Mid Sussex Association are
happy to share their Constitution with all other District Associations.
11. Calendar of future meetings

The Chairman recommended that future Board meetings are held on a quarterly basis and
suggested they are held on a Friday afternoon, with one of the meetings to either precede or
follow the Annual General Meeting. He suggested that the Board meetings are scheduled to take
place following District Association meetings and that therefore the dates should be set after a
District Association Secretary has been appointed. He further added that Clerks forums should
be held twice a year following scheduled WSALC Board meetings.
The Board AGREED to hold Board meetings on a quarterly basis following District Association
meetings and to hold two clerks' forums per year following two of the Board meetings.
12. Any other matters to be raised by Directors

• Cllr Millbanks formally thanked the CEO, Anna Beams and Mark Mulberry for their hard
work in preparing everything necessary for the new WSALC service provision to
members. The Chairman and members of the Board added their thanks.
• The Chairman raised the matter of membership of WSALC and those members that have
given notice to cancel membership. He asked Julie Holden and Cllr Nicklen to provide an
update on the reasons for their respective councils terminating their membership.
Julie Holden reported that the Town Council wish to continue with membership of the
Mid Sussex Association and that the Council had made the decision to cancel
membership of WSALC before the new Board and procedures were in place. Julie added

that she is confident that the council will see the effectiveness of the new Board and that
the termination of membership will be temporary. Julie further added that East
Grinstead Town Council wished it to be noted that they are disappointed in NALC and
that they felt that NALC had not supported individual councils during the upheaval of
WSALC. The Chairman offered his and the CEOs support.
Cllr Nicklen reported that the reasons for Sompting Parish Council wishing to terminate
their membership are purely financial.
The CEO added that 3 other members had indicated their wish to terminate their
membership, East Wittering & Bracklesham Parish Council, Upper Beeding Parish Council
and Aldwick Parish Council, but that he is unsure of the reasons. He stated that, as of 31 st
March 2021, 6 parishes in West Sussex were not in membership and had not been in
membership for a considerable time:
Rogate Parish Council
West Grinstead Parish Council
Slinfold Parish Council
Middleton-on-Sea Parish Council
East Dean Parish Council Trotton with Chithurst Parish Council
The Chairman stated that he is encouraged by retention of membership despite the
difficulties of the previous year.
• The Chairman reminded the Board there is a vacancy for President to WSALC. He
recommended that the two current Vice Presidents, John Godfrey DL and John Lytton DL, are
nominated to be joint Presidents following their first class representation within the
Association.
The CEO confirmed that both Vice Presidents are highly regarded and would make excellent
joint Presidents.
Cllr Nicklen made an alternative suggestion for the post however it was felt that, as both Vice
Presidents had served the county so well, particularly during the difficulties of the past year,
it would be sensible to nominate them to the position and acknowledge the gratitude of the
Board. The Chairman acknowledged the suggestion of Cllr Nicklen and recommended that it
is discussed at a future date.
It was AGREED by the majority of the Board that the CEO would draft a letter to the Vice
Presidents inviting them to take up the position of joint President before putting a vote to
member councils.
________________________________________________________________________________
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NALC Newsletter

NALC responds to the Queen’s Speech
The government must empower parish and town
councils to build strong, healthy and prosperous
communities — read our full statement.

NALC presses UK Finance
NALC has pressed UK Finance, the trade association
for banks and its member to improve their services
for local councils — read more on this story.

NALC responds to consultation
NALC has responded to the government
consultations for locally-led re-organisation in
Cumbria, Somerset and North Yorkshire.

NALC launches publication on trees
NALC has launched a new publication on local
councils and the Tree Charter — read the
publication.

NALC events
A new online event on reopening and reimagining
your community buildings is taking place on 23 June
2021 — find out more about this event.

NALC Star Council Awards 2021
Do you know any councils, councillors, clerks or
county associations that went the extra mile during
COVID-19? Nominate them by 25 May 2021!

11.05.2021 Email from WSCC
Keep yourself ‘Safe Against Scams’ with free webinars

news release
Keep yourself ‘Safe Against Scams’ with free webinars

Over the next three months, the West Sussex Community Safety & Wellbeing Team are working with
West Sussex Trading Standards to offer residents free online webinars to help keep themselves ‘Safe
Against Scams’.
These hour and a half sessions have been organised as the county has seen a rise in a number of
different scams, including telephone, courier and romance fraud.
Not only do these scams have a financial impact on victims, they also have an emotional impact which
can often be just as damaging.

Francesca Blow, Lead for Safe Digital Life at the County Council, said: “More than ever before, people
across West Sussex have been relying on technology to enable them to work, learn and connect with
each other. Inevitably, criminals have exploited and used our increased digital lives to their advantage.
“Working alongside our Trading Standards Team has helped us to create a really great session which we
hope will teach attendees how to spot a scam, what to do if their friends or their family become a victim
and generally to help raise awareness of the different types of fraud that are doing the rounds here in
West Sussex.”
Richard Sargeant, Trading Standards Team Manager at the County Council, said: “Since the pandemic
started there has been a significant rise in reports from members of the public who have been affected
by telephone and online scams.
“As a team, we are always looking for opportunities to raise awareness, so it has been great to work
with Francesca and her team to help teach people how they can stop fraudsters before they can have a
detrimental effect on somebody’s life.”
The dates for the free sessions are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday 20 May 10am – 11.30am
Thursday 20 May 6pm – 7.30pm
Tuesday 15 June 10am – 11.30am
Tuesday 15 June 6pm – 7.30pm
Tuesday 27 July 10am – 11.30am
Tuesday 27 July 6pm – 7.30pm

If you’re interested in signing up for one of the free webinars, visit Eventbrite and search for ‘Safe
Against Scams’ to book your place.
__________________________________________________________________________

11.05.2021 Email from HDC
Election results, walks to try, green grants and much more news

Latest news and information
May 2021 election results
Following the elections on 6 May, the results of the
Horsham District vote in the below elections and
referendums have been announced:
•

West Sussex County Council

•

Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner

•

Horsham District Council By-election for Trafalgar
Ward

•

Parish Neighbourhood Plan Referendums for,
Ashington, Billingshurst, Bramber, Henfield,
Rudgwick, Rusper, Shipley, Southwater, Upper
Beeding and West Grinstead Parishes

Follow the button below to view the full results of the Horsham District vote.

View results

National Walking Month
May is National Walking Month and we would like to
encourage local people to enjoy the health benefits of
walking at the same time as exploring the District’s
breath taking scenery.
To celebrate the month, we are sharing a series of virtual
walking videos highlighting some of the District’s ‘must
try’ walks.
The first video is being shared today on our YouTube
channel. Make sure to subscribe to our channel to get notified when the next video comes
out.

Read more

Wilder Horsham District announces first
Nature Recovery Award winners
The first successful applicants have been announced for
the Wilder Horsham District Nature Recovery Award.
They are Friends of Glebe Field, Thakeham
(pictured), The Society of St. Columba, Wiston
and Brooks Field Farm, Woodmancote.
For landowners and community groups, funding of up to
£5,000 is available to support practical schemes that
focus on improving networks for wildlife in Horsham
District.

Read more

An update on the exciting refurbishment of
Horsham Museum
While Horsham Museum & Art Gallery remains closed to
the public, lots of work is going on behind the scenes to
make this treasured local venue fit for the future.
The team have been working on the new object displays.
Read our New Themes blog post to find out more
about what’s to come.
After laying hidden for at least 50 years, the refurb
has revealed the original flagstone flooring at the
back of the museum.
The Albery display has been removed and put in
storage, take a look back on the history of the
collection.

Green grants help fund Eco Station

Funding from our Community Climate Fund initiative will
benefit an exciting local outreach project to create a mobile
educational Eco Station. 🌍🚐
Local charity Sussex Green Living applied for a grant from
the Council's Fund and successfully received £5,000 to get
their Inspiration Eco Station on the road.
Volunteers at the multi-award winning Sussex Green Living
have created a unique environmental outreach project using
a refurbished 1974 milk float.

Read more

Try Tennis For Free
Tennis For Free, a free national initiative aimed
at encouraging people to play tennis, has
returned to Horsham Park Tennis Courts.
These sessions welcome all members of the
local community to try the sport by providing all
the equipment needed to take part.

Book now

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

__________________________________________________________________________________
10.05.2021 Census 2021
Newsletter for Local Authorities

Press release
97 per cent of households respond to Census 2021
The response to Census 2021 has exceeded all expectations, with 97 per cent of households
across England and Wales making sure they count when it comes to local services like school
places, GP surgeries and hospital beds.
This is above the pre-census target of 94 per cent, while all local authorities have seen over 90
per cent of households respond, exceeding an 80 per cent target.
For those who haven’t yet completed the simple online form, time is running out. The online
questionnaire will close on 17 May.
Now the main field operation has ended, as in 2011, around 350,000 households across
England and Wales will be invited to take part in the Census Coverage Survey (CCS). This short,
separate, interviewer-led survey will enable the ONS to get a final view of the response rates.
“We’ve had an amazing response to Census 2021. Our information shows 97 per cent of
households have responded so far – exceeding our pre-census target of 94 per cent,” the
ONS’s Deputy National Statistician Iain Bell said.
“Those who have taken part have done so to ensure they are represented for their local area.
I’d like to thank everyone who has filled out their form so far as well as all the community
groups, organisations and local authorities who have helped us make this census a success.
“We’re in a great place as we begin our Census Coverage Survey. This is an important part of
making sure the census produces the most accurate population statistics. It asks similar
questions to the main census, just fewer of them, at addresses in a selection of postcodes

across England and Wales. An interviewer will carry out the survey on your doorstep and it will
only take around 15 minutes.
“The CCS is a voluntary survey, but by taking part, you will improve the quality of the
information the census gathers. This, in turn, helps to plan and fund local services in your
community.”
Although Census Day - Sunday 21 March 2021 – has been and gone it is not too late to
respond online. It only takes around 10 minutes per person.
If you have lost the letter or have a second address you have not visited, go
to www.census.gov.uk to request an online completion code for your address via SMS text
message.
After 17 May, only paper questionnaires will be available.
If people refuse to take part, they could be taken to court and issued with a £1,000 fine and
criminal record. The census non-compliance operation will begin on May 25.
Extensive community engagement is continuing to make sure all groups of the population are
represented in the census. Students, for example, need to make sure they have completed a
questionnaire for their term-time address to help get the services they need in their university
town now and in the future. Students should complete a form even if they were included on
their family form at home.
People with second addresses also need to fill out a short form for their properties whether it
is a caravan, holiday home or commuter flat.
From May 4, a sample of households will receive a card through the post asking them to take
part in the CCS. After that, an interviewer, following the government’s COVID-19 guidelines,
will visit the address and fill in the questionnaire with you on your doorstep. The interviewer
will be able to show an ID badge on a Census 2021 branded lanyard.
For more information on the CCS visit Census Coverage Survey - Census 2021.
Local census support centres have now closed, but help and paper questionnaires are still
available through the census contact centre on freephone 0800 141 2021 in England and 0800
169 2021 in Wales.
Notes to Editors
Our response rate is based on the number of households where we have a valid return as a
percentage of all addresses which are not considered to be vacant. Final response rates will be
calculated after the Census Coverage Survey and processing and will change this.
________________________________________________________________________________
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Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner election and Neighbourhood Plan Referendum results

ection news and res ults fro Hors ham District C ouncil

Election news and results
May 2021 election results
Horsham District voters went to the polls on Thursday 6 May where the following elections took
place:
•

West Sussex County Council (WSCC)

•

Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC)

•

Neighbourhood Planning Referendums for, Ashington, Billingshurst, Bramber, Henfield,
Rudgwick, Rusper, Shipley, Southwater, Upper Beeding and West Grinstead Parishes

•

District Council Trafalgar Ward by-election

The count for the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner election and 10 Neighbourhood Planning
Referendums took place today Monday 10 May at the Drill Hall, Horsham. Follow the links below to
view the results.

Sussex Police and Crime Commission election results
Katy Elizabeth Bourne has been re-elected as Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner after a two
stage count across East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton & Hove.
Visit the Brighton & Hove City Council website for the Sussex-wide results
Visit our website for the Horsham District portion of the results

Neighbourhood Planning Referendum results
Visit our website for individual results of the Neighbourhood Planning Referendums for,
Ashington, Billingshurst, Bramber, Henfield, Rudgwick, Rusper, Shipley, Southwater, Upper Beeding
and West Grinstead Parishes.
Visit our website to view all results from the May 2021 elections

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

07.05.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

Guidance on returning to face-to-face meetings
Following the recent High Court Judgments on remote meetings, this week we
updated our dedicated Coronavirus webpage with information and guidance for local
(parish and town) councils on the return to face-to-face meetings. The legal position is
that local councils need to meet face-to-face, rather than remotely, and be open to
attendance in person from the public. Without further legislation – which are
continuing to press for – there are no definitive answers and NALC is taking the
approach of advising the safest course for local councils taking into account both Covid
laws and local government law. This position is unsatisfactory and will cause huge
problems for many councils although I am sure the sector will address this challenge in
its usual professional way and in the best interests of residents. And a further plea to
ask all councils, councillors, clerks and colleagues in county associations to respond to
the Government’s call for evidence on remote meetings.
NALC event on local councils and community business
Our most recent NALC online event on 29 April saw over 70 delegates hear from our
expert panel of Hannah Barrett from Plunkett Foundation, Danielle Cohen from Power
to Change and Cllr Alan Collard, Plunkett Foundation advisor, on how local councils
can work with community businesses for the benefit of their communities. They
shared insights on what community businesses are and their characteristics and
various forms, highlighting helpful case studies including Church Fenton Community
Hub and The Air Hostess in Tollerton and other tips which you read more about in The
Good Councillor's Guide to community business. I’m pleased our events continue to
receive positive feedback, with 100% of respondents saying it met their expectations
‘fully’ or ‘somewhat’ and would recommend our events to others. And specific
comments included “Really good hosting and interesting speakers”, “Very useful given
limited time and broad scope of the topic” and “Online events the upside of Covid”. So
do check out our upcoming events, some of which are already sold out!
Banging the drum for local councils
“Britain’s favourite local government official in the country” is how comedian, writer

and presenter Matt Forde described our colleague Jackie Weaver from the Cheshire
Association of Local Councils during their recent interview on his The Political Party
podcast. But it’s great Jackie has been continuing to bang the drum about local
councils and getting more people involved, including recently in The Big Issue and on
the Local Government Association’s podcast.
Local councils on the BBC
With the inevitable focus by the national media on other elections taking place this
week, I was pleased to hear some mentions of local councils by the BBC. Laura
Keunssberg, BBC’s political editor didn’t overlook parish councils in her report on the
eve of this week’s local elections, and the Bishop of Manchester recalled his
experience as a parish councillor and commended councillors for their contribution to
civic life in his Thought for The Day on Radio 4.
NALC blog on internal audit
Internal audit is a timely subject we’ve featured on the NALC blog through a really
interesting piece by Eleanor Greene from the Parish Internal Auditors Forum, who
reminds us that “Internal audit is not just about the numbers. It is about the systems
and controls that make the numbers trustworthy”.
Rural services survey
The Community and Countryside Research Unit at the University of Gloucestershire
want to hear from residents in rural communities about their use of services since the
start of the Covid-19 restrictions in March 2020 and how they expect to use those
services in future. I’d be grateful if local councils in rural areas could promote
the survey to residents by the deadline for responding of 4 June. Responses will be
used to inform Rural England’s State of Rural Services 2021 report.
In and about
Our solicitor, Gary Barker, attended the Leicestershire and Rutland Association of
Local Councils session with clerks and the Leicestershire County Council this week. A
good example of the tiers of local government working well together and an
opportunity for Gary to brief attendees on the latest position on the return to face-toface meetings.
And finally…
There are many unsung heroes in our local councils, which I why enjoyed reading
this story about the contribution of Steve Campin, head groundsman, Histon and
Impington Parish Council, over four decades!

