Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 19 - 25 July 2021 (Agenda August 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•
•
•

The Lloyds Bank KGV Field Rudgwick Charity Account is now closed;
The puzzle has been repaired in Churchman’s Meadow Play area
Grasstex have been asked to temporarily remove the log from the entrance of Churchman’s
Meadow and mow the grass
HDC Parks are carrying out a further 4 week survey on the need for a litter bin on the patio outside
KGV building

•
New Applications (Delegated Decision)

New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 13.09.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

DC/21/1295
19.07.2021

1 Perry Lodge,
Tismans Common

Variation of Condition 1 of
previously approved application
DC/20/1301 (Erection of a two
storey garage, storage and
workshop with ancillary
accommodation above) to allow
for amended to the garage with
a reduction in scale to single
storey.

09.08.2021

DC/21/1340
16.07.2021

Halfpenny Cottage,
Marles Lane,
Billingshurst

Erection of a part single storey
and part two storey side
extension

06.08.2021

DC/21/1371
22.07.2021

Land adjacent to
Heart House,
Hermongers,
Rudgwick

Change of use of agricultural
land for the stationing of 3 No.
shepherd hut style holiday lets.

Not
available

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting date to be confirmed
Application No

Applicant

WSCC/030/21
16.07.2021

Pallinghurst Woods,
Loxwood Road,
Loxwood

Reason for Application

Recommendation

An application for
planning permission for a
clay quarry and
construction materials
recycling facility (CMRF)
for CD&E wastes including
the use of an existing
access from Loxwood
Road, the extraction and
exportation of clay and
restoration using suitable
recovered materials from
the CMRF to nature
conservation interest
including woodland,
waterbodies and wetland
habitats.

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th September 2021

Response
Date
30.08.2021

Application
No
DC/21/1178

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation
No objection

HDC
Decision
Permitted

1 The Marts,
Rudgwick

Erection of a first floor side
extension.

DC/21/1197

Sunnyview,
Loxwood Road,
Rudgwick

Removal of Condition 3 of
previously approved application
RW/1/83 (Extension and
alterations) relating to the
agricultural occupancy of the
approved extensions to the
property

No objection

Permitted

DC/21/1408

Sunnyview,
Loxwood Road,
Rudgwick

Removal of Condition 2 of
previously approved application
RW/20/62 (Proposed new
agricultural bungalow) relating to
the agricultural occupancy of the
dwelling.

No objection

Permitted

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13.09.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee
Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13.09.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13.09.2021

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council

Correspondence
23.07.2021 Email from WSCC Highways
Overgrown Vegetation Downs Link Crossing
Many thanks for your letter, regarding the overgrown vegetation around the speed signs at the
Downs Link crossing point.
This is just to confirm that we already have in progress a large-scale job to cutback large amounts of
vegetation in that area, to improve sight lines, and also to clear the foliage around the raised speed
signs.
We have arranged for highways officers to attend site early next week, in order to measure up the
extents of the cutback. We also have an undertaking from senior management to then progress the
raised works to our contractor as a matter of utmost urgency.
Once the site visit has taken place next week I will provide you with a likely timescale for when the
works will occur, although I do anticipate that this will be done very soon.
Regards, Steve Douglas
Assistant Manager for Central Area, Economy, Infrastructure and Environment, Highways and
Transport, West Sussex County Council
________________________________________________________________________________
24.07.2021 Email from HDC
Decision Sheet Published

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Saturday, 24th July, 2021, 10.46 am - Decision published: Collection of Business
Waste from West Sussex schools, Cabinet.
Saturday, 24th July, 2021, 10.46 am - Decision sheet published: Meeting of
Thursday, 22nd July, 2021 5.30 pm, Cabinet.
Saturday, 24th July, 2021, 10.46 am - Decision published: Electric Vehicle
Charge Point Contract, Cabinet.
Saturday, 24th July, 2021, 10.46 am - Decision published: Sustainable
Procurement Charter, Cabinet.
Saturday, 24th July, 2021, 10.46 am - Decision published: Gatwick Airport
Development Consent Order, Cabinet.
Saturday, 24th July, 2021, 10.46 am - Decision published: Museum Opening
Hours, Cabinet.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
___________________________________________________________________________________________

23.07.2021 Email from Sussex Police
Our business partnership approach will cut crime and build confidence

This week I chaired the latest meeting of our Safer
Sussex Business Partnership bringing together major
UK retailers, business organisations and police
business crime experts.
One topic of discussion was the recent Home Affairs
Select Committee report into violence against
shopworkers, including the debate about creating a
specific offence to address this crime.
A major aim of our Partnership is to reduce reoffending; it was agreed that it’s vital to break
the costly and destructive cycle of theft and abuse by persistent offenders. We heard that
around 20% of offenders are committing 80% of the crimes, so targeting them is a key
priority.
Longer-term behaviour change, however, does need support programmes which can be
sustained long-term. Our Partnership will be looking at the best models and how they should
be funded.
The Co-op reported that the One Touch Reporting pilot is being very well received by store
colleagues because it saves them valuable time. Incidents are quickly and accurately logged
by the 9 business crime specialists in Sussex Police’s Incident Resolution Centre.
Other Co-op stores across Sussex and national retailers across the country are looking
forward to adopting One Touch in coming months.
I was delighted to hear that other businesses and PCCs around the UK want to build
partnerships like ours. It’s even better to hear that some businesses “wish our force was
doing what Sussex Police is doing to prevent and respond to retail crime”.

Please #SHOPKIND & help to keep retail staff safe

This week I also took part in a Q&A session run by the Federation of Small Businesses, where
the issue of assaults on shopworkers was again a key topic.

With this week’s relaxation of Covid restrictions, stores and staff are understandably keen to
make businesses as customer-friendly as possible whilst remaining safe. I hope that
customers and visitors to Sussex will continue to #SHOPKIND.
This week I was pleased to see the Home Secretary launch the Government’s new strategy
to tackle violence against women and girls.
More about this next week when I’ll detail some of the work being carried out in Sussex on
this important topic.
Lastly, I'm launching my Talk Sussex survey in Worthing today. If you live or work there
please spare a few minutes to have your say on the policing and community safety issues
that matter to you. Your feedback is important - and there's a chance to win a £50 Amazon
voucher just for taking part.

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

SHARE WITH A FRIEND

HAVE YOUR SAY IN OUR LATEST POLL
____________________________________________________________________________________________

23.07.2021 Email from WSCC
Your latest news on Covid-19 - West Sussex Transport Plan - and more
22 July 2021

Covid-19 local update
We all have a part to play in keeping
West Sussex Safe as we learn to live
with Covid-19.
The Director of Public Health in West
Sussex, Alison Challenger, this week
issued a joint message alongside her
counterparts from East Sussex and
Brighton & Hove, reminding us all that
we share a responsibility to protect
ourselves, our loved ones, communities and colleagues.
Although most restrictions have been lifted, infection rates continue to increase and
are likely to keep rising in the coming weeks.
Our Covid-19 data dashboard has been updated to bring more information to you.
We now also summarise vaccinations and hospital admission data across the
region.
Face coverings
While legal limits on social contact have been
removed and restrictions on large events like
weddings and performances have been lifted,
we should keep washing our hands frequently,
practicing social distancing when possible and
letting fresh air into our homes and workplaces.
There is an expectation and recommendation that we will continue to wear face
coverings in crowded public spaces. This includes when we use public transport
and go shopping.
We are asking anyone visiting county council buildings to wear face coverings as a
precaution. This includes guests at marriages and civil partnerships at our
ceremony rooms. We ask that guests wear face coverings while in the building, but
they can be removed once seated in the ceremony.
Our libraries will also continue to have a number of measures in place to ensure
the safety of our staff, customers, volunteers and those visiting the library building.
This includes wearing face coverings during your visit. We want everyone to feel
safe in our libraries, in particular those who are vulnerable.

Keep testing and self-isolate
If you are symptom-free, test twice a week
with the free rapid Lateral Flow Tests. If you
test positive or develop symptoms you must
self-isolate and take a follow up PCR test. For
more information and to order your free test kit
click here.
Around 1 in 3 people with Covid-19 don’t have symptoms but can still infect others.
Visiting care homes
Care home residents can now nominate unlimited named guests for regular visits.
If you are planning a visit to a loved one, family member or friend living in a care
home, we recommend you follow the latest government guidance. By doing so,
you’ll be helping to keep residents, staff, and yourself safe.

Find out more

Vaccination update
When offered your vaccination, get both first and
second doses. It’s still the best defence against the
coronavirus including new variants.
For more details and how to book online click here.

Find out more

It's been hot hot hot! Some tips on staying
cool this summer
The temperatures have been soaring this week and for
many it’s welcome after weeks of wintry weather in
West Sussex.
The Met Office has issued a Level 3 - Heatwave Action
Alert to end at 9:00am tomorrow (23 July).
But hot weather can detrimentally affect some people’s health, especially the
elderly, the very young, and people with pre-existing medical conditions.
If you know or look after someone that may be susceptible to the effects of this hot
weather please help make sure they stay cool and well this summer.
Find out more about how to stay cool and healthy in hot weather on the link below,
where you can also sign up to receive our severe weather email alerts.

Find out more

Help us shape the future of transport in
West Sussex
Have your say on the future shape of transport
in West Sussex.
The West Sussex Transport Plan (WSTP) is
being reviewed to set out the county council’s
approach to managing and investing in the
transport network from 2022 to 2036. Take part
here.
Anyone without internet access, or wanting more information about the consultation,
can phone 01243 642105, leaving their name, telephone number/email address and
interest (for example, whether you are a resident, business owner, transport
operator and so on) or email ltp@westsussex.gov.uk.

The consultation runs until Friday 8 October 2021.
Here are some other transport-related consultations you can take part in:
Click on the 'Find Out More' button below to see all live consultations.
•

As part of the Government’s Active Travel Fund (ATF) initiative we are
consulting regarding a permanent cycling facility in Upper Shoreham Road
between the Old Shoreham Tollbridge and Holmbush Roundabout, and
measures to reduce the impact of traffic in Middle Road and Eastern
Avenue, Shoreham-by-Sea. Closes: Sunday 1 August.

•

Proposals to help ease congestion and make journeys safer and more
reliable on the A259 by changing junction layouts between Bognor Regis
and Littlehampton. Closes: Sunday 15 August.

•

South Downs Findon Gateway, Findon Valley and town - a £1million
cycleway/footway scheme, adjacent to the A24 and off-carriageway, to
connect the South Downs National Park gateway of Findon Village with
Findon Valley. Closes: Sunday 15 August.

•

An upgraded cycling and walking route along the A259 between Chichester
and Emsworth is proposed as part of Highways England’s Designated Funds
programme. Closes: Thursday 9 September.

Find out more

Keep safe from scams - free webinar
Learn ways to help keep your family, friends
and yourself safe from scams at a free
webinar.
More than ever before, we have been relying
on technology to enable us to work, learn and
connect with each other. Inevitably, criminals
have exploited and used our increased digital
lives to their advantage.
The pandemic has seen a rise in scams including telephone, courier and romance
fraud which have all become an increased concern in West Sussex. Not only is
there the financial impact on victims but the emotional impact can be even more
significant.

To help raise awareness of these different types of scams, how to spot them, and
what to do if you or your family become a victim, the West Sussex Community
Safety & Wellbeing Team alongside Trading Standards are running free monthly
scams awareness webinars which you can attend:
Tue, 27 July 2021: 10:00 – 11:30am - book here.
Tue, 27 July 2021: 6:00 – 7:30pm - book here.

Find out more

Are your children ready for reading this
summer?
Avoid the dreaded ‘I’m bored!’ by signing your children
up to the free Summer Reading Challenge and
they’ll soon be absorbed in the wonderful world of
books.
This year’s Challenge theme is 'Wild World Heroes',
which is all about what we can do to look after our
planet.
Children read library books of their choice and there are exclusive goodies to collect
and activities to complete.
You can register online first then head on down to your local library any time over
the summer to collect your Challenge pack. Each pack contains a pull-out poster of
Wilderville, three sets of scratch & sniff stickers, a fortune teller or bookmark, plus
activity sheets from the Reading Agency.
There is also a Mini Challenge for pre-school children. Ask staff and volunteers in
your library to find out more.
The challenge finishes on Saturday 11 September, so you must pop in to collect
your medal and certificate by this date.

Find out more

School's out for summer!
It’s the end of the school term this week – but there’s
plenty of things to see and do for everyone whatever
your age in West Sussex this summer.
Even if you’ve lived in the county all your life – we bet
there’s some places you’ve never visited!
Whether you’re planning a visit to the coast, the
countryside, or town centres, take a look at our Experience West Sussex website
for inspiration.

Find out more

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If anyone you know who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

________________________________________________________________________________
22.07.2021 Email from HALC
Meeting with Horsham District Council Executives 12/7/21
Dear Parish Clerks,
Following my letter dated 12th May to the Leader of Horsham District Council, Graeme Acraman
and I met up with Horsham Executives on Zoom on 12th July. Paul Clarke, Glen Chipp, Lynne
Lambert and Barbara Child from Horsham all joined the call.
Graeme and I will talk through the detail with Members when we meet on the 4th August but I
thought it would be helpful for you to understand that we had a constructive, open and honest
discussion. We were very clear on your behalf about how unloved and disenfranchised the parishes
in Horsham feel at the moment and we stressed that a reset in the relationship is badly needed.
Specifically we spent time talking about the following topics. These are by no means exhaustive as
we covered a lot of ground in the 80 minute session but they should give you all a flavour.
1. Communication (the almost total absence of any) - whilst covid has not helped we all agreed that
a reset was needed and that we will have one of these zoom sessions each quarter before our HALC
Meetings. Glen Chipp also committed (subject to covid regulations) to host a F2F session at HDC
before the year end - date TBA. Communication is a two way activity of course and we committed
to playing our part in this rebuilding activity.
2. Local Plan challenges - it was explained that there have been so many moving components that
deciding what to communicate and when has been very difficult. Things have been changing
constantly including the number of homes required, the governments new draft legislation etc etc.
The numbers that have crystallised remain challenging and some uncomfortable choices have
needed to be made but the HDC Executives said that if it was supported the Draft Plan will deliver
the best that could be done if we are to have a LP at all.
3. Conflict between NHPs and LP - we need to remember that for NHPs the timeline covers the
period to 2031, the LP extends to 2036 and so there is a need for us to share an uplift in small sites
and housing numbers. The addition of sites proposed outside of the NHPs are not a conflict but
reflect the need to add sites for that 5 year period to 2036.
4. The consequences of no LP - there would be no Housing Number for HDC, effectively creating an
open season for developers to come forward and submit applications wherever they like. The HDPF
would also be out of date creating a complete reliance upon the NPPF, far from ideal not to have
our local requirements laid out. No 5 year housing supply would actually fuel the most speculative
of developers to come forward and try their luck. We were all agreed that no Local Plan is
something we should all actively try to prevent.

5. HDC Planning next steps - all of the HDC Executives said that this Plan as presented has a good
chance of passing Inspection. HDC plan to offer workshops and visits before and during the
Representation period (where we can comment specifically on individual sites) which will be from
10/9 to 22/10/21. All Reg 19 comments are shared with the Inspector so a degree of care and
caution is needed. Comments need to be qualitative rather than quantitive and based on sound
planning reasons using the existing evidence base to show where components of a site assessment
might be challenged. Comments are welcomed on sites that are included in the LP and it is equally
important that we comment on those sites which have been rejected, ie where perhaps where we
believe that a key reason for rejecting a site has not been included in the assessment.
6. Nature Recovery Networks - a new lead DC, Roger Noel is now responsible for the partnership
work with SWT. There is a reliance upon the Governments Environment Bill being adopted
otherwise the parameters that need to be followed are uncertain and there is a risk that some of
our work might not meet the criteria. We suggested that we do need to start mapping NR
information, could organise training workshops and use this information to inform decision makers
if we get on with the work. The need to balance nature and the need to build was recognised but so
was the obvious conflict. Legislation will drive consistency but some good work is going on and we
should try to leverage it.
Graeme and I thought this was a constructive meeting, of course to make improvements we need
to see actions as well as words from both Horsham and ourselves but before we closed the meeting
we did all commit to work together to achieving more openness and an improved relationship.
We need to work hard and together to try and make this happen and to learn from some things
that have happened over the last 18 months.
More on 4th August but if any of you or your HALC Members have questions Graeme and myself
will do our best to answer them.
Kind regards, Malcolm
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

20.07.2021 Email from HDC
Agenda published: Meeting of Wednesday, 28th July, 2021 6.00 pm, Council.

Council and cabinet meetings
Agendas, minutes and publications

You are subscribed to receive Council meeting agendas, minutes and publications email
updates from Horsham District Council. To view the updated page click on the link below.

Tuesday, 20th July, 2021, 6.13 pm - Agenda published: Meeting of Wednesday,
28th July, 2021 6.00 pm, Council.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

____________________________________________________________________________
20.07.2021 Email from HDC
Speaking at the Extraordinary Council meeting on 28 July
Parish and Neighbourhood Clerks
The agenda for this meeting has just been
published. https://horsham.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=188&MId=2011
Agenda item 4 is Questions from the Public and as you’ll see from the agenda the Chairman is
allowing an extra 15 minutes to receive these. In the event that more than 10 questions are
received by the deadline (no later than 12.00 noon on Friday 23 July), written answers will be
provided for those that cannot receive an oral answer.
At ordinary Council meetings, statements from members of the public are not allowed. However,
given the public interest in agenda item 5 (Horsham District Local Plan 2021 – 2038 Regulation 19
Consultation) the Chairman has agreed to apply the procedure used at Planning committees; there
will therefore be the opportunity for Parish/Neighbourhood councils to make a statement on this
item (deadline to register no later than noon on Monday 26 July).

Because time is limited, we ask that if a representative of your Parish/Neighbourhood wishes to
speak you either submit a question or register to make a statement.
If you wish to register please contact us a committeeservices@horsham.gov.uk
Regards, Elizabeth DePauley
Senior Democratic Services Officer

20.07.2021 Email from HDC
Have you spotted our new Reuse hub? Plus, how we're cutting our carbon emissions and tips to
enjoy summer safely

Recycling and waste
for the Horsham District

Introducing our Reuse Hub

The eagle-eyed among you may have spotted a
container being decorated in Horsham’s Park and
Ride car park last week. We’re really excited to
confirm it’s part of our new Reuse trial to help
reduce waste.
Residents will be able to bring hard and soft
furniture that’s in good condition to a handy Reuse
Hub stationed in the Hop Oast Park and Ride Car
Park, Horsham. The car park is conveniently
positioned next door to the Household Waste
Recycling Site, just off the A24.
The project is being launched on a trial basis to assess the take-up of such a service, which
will inform how the Council can work with partners in the future to deliver a solution for
unwanted furniture and other household items such as toys, bikes and bric-a-brac.
Read more in the latest edition of Our District magazine, out now, and make sure you stay
signed up to our newsletter to be the first to hear when the Hub is ready for donations.

Read the full story

Here's to a safe, sunny
summer
If there's one thing we know about a British summer,
it's that we've all got to enjoy the warm weather as
soon as it arrives - in case it disappears again!
We all deserve a great summer, and if we work
together we can all enjoy ourselves safely.
•

If you are visiting our parks and open spaces,
please bag and bin your rubbish to help keep
our community clean and safe for everyone

•

Having a barbecue? Don't let an accidental fire ruin your fun. Make sure the ash is
fully cooled before putting it into your bin. Check out this video from West Sussex
Fire and Rescue to see what can happen if you don't make sure it's 'out out'

•

We've seen some fantastic local litter-picks recently. If you'd like to get involved and
help keep an area local to you tidy, sign up to our Adopt a Street scheme so we
can help provide all the kit you need to litter-pick safely

Our new recycling collections are proving a
big hit!
In just four weeks since launching our textiles and electricals collection service and batteries
recycling service, we have collected over 9 tonnes of material. We knew our new services
would be popular, but wow! Thank you so much for your efforts.
Read more about the trial's success
Book a textiles and electricals collection
Find out how to recycle your batteries

We're cutting our carbon
emissions at our waste
and recycling depot
One of the priorities of the Council's 2019-2023
Corporate Plan is to reduce our carbon emissions.
As a team dedicated to reducing waste and improving recycling, we wanted to lead from the
front. Here are two projects in place at our Depot.

Making the switch to remoulded tyres
By using remoulded tyres on our vehicles over the last year, the Council has saved 92 large
tyres worth of rubber compound, saving some 56 barrels of oil and 22 tonnes of carbon
dioxide from the manufacturing process.
Read the full story and find out more about the tyres in Our District magazine

Trialling vegetable oil as fuel
We started using HVO in all of the Council-owned vehicles in April 2021 instead of diesel.
Hydro-treated Vegetable Oil (HVO) is significantly better for the environment than regular
diesel or bio-diesel, and it looks like out switch to HVO should reduce our carbon emissions
by up to 90% (119 tonnes per month).
Read the full story and find out about our HVO trial in Our District magazine

Sign up for our new
Climate Change Action
newsletter
We are committed to tackling climate change and reducing our carbon footprint. Stay up to
date with how we are progressing by signing up to receive our email newsletter. You will
receive the latest news as well as tips and advice on how to find out more and get involved.
Join us in tackling climate change and helping to reduce our carbon footprint.

Sign up here

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

20.07.2021 Email from HDC
Read the new Our District magazine: Summer 2021 edition

News from Horsham District
Council Summer 2021
In this edition we share with you our exciting new recycling services, celebrate The
Capitol's 85 year anniversary and update you on our Community Climate change
efforts, plus lots more!

Read the latest edition

Read our top stories

Time to celebrate The
Capitol's history

Meet our community
climate game changers

This year marks a special anniversary
for Horsham’s much loved community
arts venue: it’s 85 years since it
opened as a cinema in 1936.

Our community is on a mission to
tackle climate change. Let’s take a
look at what they're doing.

New recycling schemes
aim to save hundreds of
tonnes of waste

Tackling anti-social
behaviour in Horsham
District

Recycle your unwanted textiles,
electricals and batteries with our new
kerbside collection schemes.

The Horsham District currently enjoys
some of the lowest levels of antisocial behaviour in West Sussex.

Reducing the carbon
footprint of our vehicles
and buildings

So, how are you?

One of the priorities of our 2019-2023
Corporate Plan is to reduce our
carbon emissions. Check out the
projects we're working on to help
become carbon neutral by 2030.

We recognise that, for many people
the past year has been extremely
difficult and has affected each and
every one of us in different ways.

Read all articles in the Summer 2021 edition

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

_______________________________________________________________________________
19.07.2021 Email from Sussex Police
Listening to local communities - PCC newsletter

A major part of my PCC role is listening to local
communities about their views on policing and
community safety.
During the pandemic, staff in my office have set up
a series of 32 focus groups across Sussex - now
involving 71 different town and parish councils - to
gauge opinions and canvass views on my behalf.
The most recent groups were held in May and June,
with results showing that PCSOs are engaging better
than ever with local communities. In most areas
they’ve been attending online council meetings and
feeding back information about local policing, so that
dialogue is really working well.
More police visibility is required in some areas and,
alongside the force, my office is looking at ways for
this to be increased. There’s also an appetite from
communities in Sussex to hear more about specific work carried out by the police to combat
roads issues, antisocial behaviour and drugs.
The focus group participants requested more clarity on how and when to report different types
of crime and again we’re working with the force to improve this.
As part of my Talk Sussex engagement programme we’re running an online survey aimed at
areas which aren’t currently covered by the focus groups.
Until Friday 23 July we’re consulting residents in Seaford and are keen to receive as many
replies as possible. So if you live in Seaford and would like to give your views on local policing
please take part in the survey which should take just a few minutes.

Policing response to domestic abuse during the pandemic in
the spotlight

Today I held my regular Performance & Accountability Meeting with Chief Constable Shiner.
HMICFRS recently released their review of policing domestic abuse during the pandemic so I
posed questions about the review and its outcome to the Chief Constable and T/ACC Jones.
During the pandemic, Sussex Police introduced a new system offering domestic abuse victims
the opportunity to have a virtual appointment with officers. Nearly 3,000 appointments have
taken place online in just over a year, with 93% happening within 48 hours.
Most importantly, 96% of those who used the service were satisified with it, with one user
commenting that it was "brilliant and quick from when I first called. Nice not to have a police
car turn up to your house too."
We also discussed the Government's recent end-end rape review and the ongoing work in
Sussex. I was pleased to hear more about a pilot which is currently taking place between
Sussex Police & the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) focusing on the timeliness of early
investigative advice in rape cases.
The pilot was launched in November 2020 and includes a strict 42-day deadline from the date
of complaint to provide early advice as well as monthly pre-charge case progression clinics. As
a result there has been a 47% increase in cases being referred by police.
Work is still underway and further evaluation will be available at a later date. I look forward to
hearing the results once it is complete.
You can watch today's meeting in the archive.

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
SHARE WITH A FRIEND

HAVE YOUR SAY IN OUR LATEST POLL

___________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________

19.07.2021 Email from WSCC
Your Town and Parish Council News July 2021 - Have your say on West Sussex Transport Plan and
more

Issue 31 | July 2021

Welcome to your latest Town and Parish Council
eNewsletter.
We have taken on board some of the suggestions and
comments on content and structure you made in the
survey we carried out earlier this year.
We will be adding more in the coming months.
Please let us know what you think, and any other suggestions you have by emailing
townandparishcouncilnews@westsussex.gov.uk

Covid-19 and vaccinations update
You should have received a special edition of this
eNewsletter last Thursday (15 July) detailing the latest
on the vaccination roll-out in West Sussex to pass on to
your residents.
We want to thank you and your communities once again
for doing what you can to keep safe and protect others.
As the number of positive Covid-19 cases continues to
rise across West Sussex it remains important that we all continue to follow the
Government guidance and help prevent the spread of the virus.
For more information about the Sussex vaccination programme visit the Sussex
Health and Care Partnership website.
Please share the link above with residents in your community.
Today (19 July) marks the move to step 4 of the government’s roadmap. For the
very latest information on case numbers and the impact on our services please visit
our website - link below.

Find out more

Volunteers wanted - and available
Call for school governors
We need more people who would like to be involved
with and support their local school community by
becoming governors.
Governors are volunteers who support a school to be the best it can be. They
champion all aspects of education, supporting the school to be inclusive of all,
especially disadvantaged children and those with additional needs. Positions are
available across the county.
Click here for more information about becoming a school governor and please
share this link with your residents.
Basic digital help - reminder for your residents

We have a team of Library Digital Volunteers who can offer free remote support for
basic digital enquiries such as using email, transferring photos and files between
devices and staying safe online.
If you know residents who would benefit from this support, encourage them to click
here to find more information and contact details.
To find out more about volunteering in West Sussex, click below.

Find out more

Safe against scams
Join us to find out about useful information and
resources to help keep your residents and yourself safe
from scams.
More than ever before, we have been relying on
technology to enable us to work, learn and connect with
each other.
Inevitably, criminals have exploited and used our increased digital lives to their
advantage. The pandemic has seen a rise in scams including: telephone, courier
and romance fraud which have all become an increased concern in West Sussex.
Not only is there the financial impact on victims but the emotional impact can be
even more significant.
To help raise awareness of these different types of scams, how to spot them, and
what to do if you become a victim, the West Sussex Community Safety & Wellbeing
Team alongside Trading Standards are running free monthly scams awareness
webinars for you to attend.
Tuesday 27 July 2021: 10.00 – 11:30am - book here.
Tuesday 27 July 2021: 18.00: – 19:30pm - book here.

Find out more

Help with planning issues
If residents need advice and the all-important ‘who
does what?’ on planning issues in West Sussex
then please encourage them to take a look at the
link below.
Responsibility for planning is split between the county council, the district and
borough councils, and the South Downs National Park Authority.
Information on our planning webpages include help with neighbourhood planning,
Tree Preservation Orders, as well as how to request an Historic Environment
Record and details about Conservation Areas and how to apply for planning
permission within them.

Find out more

About the county council
You wanted to know where you can find information
about the structure of the county council, committee
meetings, who the Cabinet members are, and how to
find contact details for county councillors.
You’ll find all this on the link below.

Find out more

Help us to shape the future of transport in
West Sussex
Now is the time for you and your residents to have your
say on the future shape of transport in West Sussex.
The West Sussex Transport Plan (WSTP) is being
reviewed to set out the county council’s approach to managing and investing in the
transport network from 2022 to 2036.
We are hosting two webinars to introduce the Draft Plan and officers will be
available to respond to questions. These will be on 22 July, 10am to 11.30am, and

on 8 September, 2pm to 3.30pm, via Microsoft Teams. If you would like to attend
one of these webinars, please email ltp@westsussex.gov.uk.
Anyone without internet access, or wanting more information about the consultation,
can phone 01243 642105, leaving their name, telephone number/email address and
interest (for example, whether they are a resident, business owner, transport
operator and so on) or email ltp@westsussex.gov.uk.
The consultation runs until Friday 08 October 2021. Take part here.
Other live consultations to highlight
Here are some of the other consultations we are currently carrying out. Please take
part yourself and publicise widely in your community. Click on the 'Find Out More'
button below to see all live consultations.
•

Proposals to help ease congestion and make journeys safer and more
reliable on the A259 by changing junction layouts between Bognor Regis
and Littlehampton. Closes: Sunday 25 July.

•

Plans for a new school as part of the Northern Arc development to support
a growing community across Burgess Hill, Haywards Heath and Hassocks.
Closes: Monday 26 July.

•

Proposed changes to the future of Shaw Healthcare day services for
older people at six centres in West Sussex. Closes: Thursday 5 August.

•

South Downs Findon Gateway, Findon Valley and town. Public
consultation begins today (Monday 19 July) on a £1million cycleway/footway
scheme to connect the South Downs National Park gateway of Findon
Village with Findon Valley. Closes Sunday 15 August.

Find out more

Committee to review next
steps in Early Help service
redesign
Changes to the Early Help redesign
proposals will be taken to the county
council's scrutiny committee meeting tomorrow (20 July).

1,948 people (including 301 children and young people) responded to the 10-week
public consultation which ran from 8 March to 17 May 2021 and included five online
consultation events.
A number of changes are being put forward as part of the proposal. A summary of
these changes are:
•

To increase the number of retained centres from 11 to 12.

•

To increase the ‘find it out’ offer to young people allowing for daily
appointments at a location to suit the young person.

•

To continue to offer some specific group work when there is an identified
need.

•

To raise awareness of the support and services available at our Children and
Family Centres.

The scrutiny committee will review the updated proposals proposals and will make
recommendations to help Cabinet Members in making their decision. Next Tuesday
(27 July) Cabinet Members will meet to vote on whether to approve the Early Help
service offer. If this is agreed, we anticipate that staff consultation on the proposals
will begin in September with the new model being implemented in December 2021.
Full papers can be viewed here
Your community can view the meeting online via the live webcast.

Solar together
Spread the word that a county council-supported
scheme to help residents install high quality
solar panels and battery systems will re-open in
the autumn.
Through Solar Together Sussex, residents can get a high quality system installed to
generate and store clean electricity and reduce their carbon emissions.
The scheme is run by Sussex councils in partnership with iChoosr, who use a
‘group buying’ approach to ensure that prices are competitive and systems are fitted
by reputable, accredited installers. The previous Solar Together Sussex scheme,
which opened in autumn 2020, is on course to install more than 500 solar PV
systems by the end of this summer.

Find out more

Summertime staycations
The schools break up this week, and many of us
will be staying close to home this summer, so
encourage your residents to explore other parts of
wonderful West Sussex.
Our Experience West Sussex website is full to
bursting with inspiring ideas of things to do, places
to visit, walks, cycle trails, eateries and
watersports.

Find out more

Keeping in touch
Please share the information in this eNewsletter widely within your communities.
For daily updates, residents can follow us on social media @WSCCNews and
@WestSussexCC.
We are also now on Nextdoor, the app designed with communities in mind. Your
residents can follow the link and join the conversation.
Thank you for your support. Keep safe.

Is this the right e-newsletter for you?
This eNewsletter is for Town and Parish councillors and
clerks in West Sussex. If you are a resident, we
recommend you sign up for our Residents’ eNewsletter,
which has information targeted to you. Sign up for our
eNewsletters here.

_________________________________________________________________________________

19.07.2021 Email from HDC
Coronavirus (COVID-19) update: England enters Step 4, when to get a coronavirus test and travel
updatesfor residents from Horsham District Council

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Information and advice for public and businesses

England enters Step 4 of the
roadmap out of lockdown
England has moved to Step 4 of the roadmap, which means a number of restrictions have
been lifted.
While cases are high and rising, everybody needs to continue to act carefully and remain
cautious. This is why the Government has kept key protections in place. The following
GOV.UK links provide clear detail about the current guidance.
•

Coronavirus: How to stay safe and help prevent the spread

•

Coronavirus restrictions: What you can and cannot do

Information about our services and more useful links to help you stay safe are available on
our Coronavirus webpage.

When to get a coronavirus test
There are two types of coronavirus test available:
•

A PCR test - mainly for people who have symptoms

•

A lateral flow test - anyone can get a free lateral flow test without having symptoms

The following graphic shared by the Government and NHS Test and Trace is a helpful guide
to the differences between the tests.
Find out more about testing on the NHS website

Managing feelings of anxiety as we
come out of lockdown
The lifting of restrictions may be causing difficult feelings for some residents. There isn’t a
right or wrong way to feel about this situation and the important thing is you do something
about it if you start to feel down. There are lots of resources online to help.
•

Visit the MIND website for information and self-support with simple steps to help
manage anxiety, sleep and to boost your mood.

•

Visit the NHS webpage How to cope with anxiety about lockdown to read 11 tips
that could help you cope with anxious feelings

Will I need to continue to check in
using the app?

Businesses are being encouraged to continue displaying QR codes for customers wishing
to check in using the NHS COVID-19 App, or to continue collecting customer contact details
to support NHS Test and Trace, however this will no longer be a legal requirement.
Using NHS COVID-19 App helps stop the spread of the virus by informing you that you
have been in close contact with someone who has since tested positive for COVID-19, even
if you don’t know each other.

Foreign travel advice
With the school summer holidays approaching, we're aware lots of our residents may be
hoping to travel abroad this summer.
Stay up to date with the rules for entering England by visiting the Government website.
From this page you will be able to find out what you need to do before and after you travel
and subscribe to email alerts to be updated if changes are made to the lists.
Red, amber and green list rules for entering England

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
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19.07.2021 Email from HDC
Recycling trial successes, things to do this weekend and more news from Horsham
District Council

Latest news and information
Our new recycling trials have proved a
massive hit!
In just four weeks since launching our Textiles and
electricals collection service and batteries recycling
service, we have collected over 9 tonnes of material.
We knew our new services would be popular, but wow!
Thank you so much for your efforts.
The Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment,
Recycling, Waste and Cleansing Cllr Philip Circus
(pictured) said:
"We are delighted that resident response to our new
kerbside collection service has dramatically exceeded all
expectations, which has greatly enhanced our existing
waste and recycling provision for the District.

Read more

Have you spotted our Reuse hub?

The eagle-eyed among you may have spotted a
container being decorated in Horsham’s Park and Ride
car park last week. We’re really excited to confirm it’s
part of our new Reuse trial to help reduce waste. More
details coming soon!
The easiest way to stay up to date with our Reuse
project is to sign up to our Recycling and waste email
newsletter. Then you’ll be the first to know the news.

Sign up

Our District magazine is out now
The Summer 2021 edition of Our District magazine is out
now!
In this edition, we announce the re-opening of our muchloved Museum and Art Gallery and The Capitol, bring
highlights of the great progress we are making in
reducing our carbon footprint and tips for how you can
get involved in creating a better local environment.

Read the new edition

Book a paddling beach session at
Southwater Country Park
The paddling beach at Southwater Country Park is reopening on Saturday 24 July and sessions must be prebooked. You can book your session online now using our
simple booking system.
Sessions are free and each session is 1 hour 30 minutes,
giving you plenty of time to enjoy the water.

Book now

Visit...Horsham District
A series of short films and podcasts
celebrating the Horsham District have been
produced by Horsham District Council to
encourage tourism and support local
businesses, reminding everyone that they
can have a great day out on their own
doorstep.

French and World
Street Food Market
Sunday 25 July, Carfax Horsham
Come and say Bonjour! to French traders,
resident in the UK, who will set up stall all
day on Horsham’s Carfax Sunday 25 July
to showcase a wonderful tour de France of
products! Organised by Food Rocks.

Read more
Find out more

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

________________________________________________________________________________
19.07.2021 Email from WSCC
COVID-19 – a joint statement from Directors of Public Health in Sussex

news release
COVID-19 – a joint statement from Directors of Public Health in Sussex
The Directors of Public Health across Sussex have issued this joint statement in response to the lifting of
Covid-19 restrictions on Monday 19 July.
The lifting of Covid-19 restrictions from Monday is a significant step towards a future in which we will
have to learn to live with the virus – however we should continue to do so responsibly.
The virus is still in circulation, infection rates in Sussex have increased recently and are expected to keep
rising in the coming weeks. We anticipate that this may be extremely difficult for staff working in health
and care and beyond, who have worked so hard to keep everyone safe. As Covid-19 cases continue to
rise across Sussex, it may only add to the pressure.
The objective of keeping the number of cases as low as possible whilst moving closer to normality is a
pragmatic, rather than a perfect, strategy.

Without doubt, the responsibility to protect ourselves, our loved ones, our communities and our
colleagues lies with us.
We also recognise that good public health is inextricably linked to our economy, our schools and our
social lives. They cannot succeed if a we allow the virus to run unchecked through the population.
The pandemic has had such a huge impact on our lives that it’s understandable many of us will want to
see an end to the restrictions. We also know that there are many people who are anxious about
returning to a life without them.
That’s just one of the reasons why it is recommended we continue to wear face coverings in situations
when we’ll be in close contact with others, why we should keep washing our hands frequently, why we
should still practice social distancing when possible and why we should keep letting fresh air into our
homes and workplaces.
We should all exercise personal responsibility and continue to practice good hygiene. It’s become
second nature to follow these simple measures during our daily lives in the past 18 months, so why stop
now?
The vaccine remains our greatest defence in the battle against Covid-19. The response to the vaccine
programme across Sussex has been tremendous and the more people who get both their jabs, the safer
we will all be.
Getting tested twice a week should also remain part of our routine. If we don’t want our friends and
family to get the virus, then we need to be more confident we’re not giving it to them.
Restrictions are being lifted but the pandemic is not over yet. Together, we must all play our part and
help keep Sussex safe.
Alison Challenger, Director of Public Health, West Sussex County Council
Alistair Hill, Director of Public Health, Brighton & Hove City Council
Darrell Gale, Director of Public Health, East Sussex County Council

_________________________________________________________________________________
19.07.2021 Email from HALC
HALC Agenda 4th August 2021

HORSHAM DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL
COUNCILS

Agenda for a Meeting to be held remotely by Zoom on
Wednesday 4th August 2021 at 7.00pm

------------------------------------------https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84262541918
Meeting ID: 842 6254 1918
1. Welcome, attendance and apologies

Chairman

2. Approval of HALC Meeting Minutes of AGM
dated 29/4/21

Chairman

3. Appointment of Anna Beams as new HALC
Secretary

Chairman

5 minutes

4. HALC Membership Fee invoicing

Chairman

5 minutes

5. Update on HDC Local Plan following
Chairmans’ letter and Meeting with Leader of
HDC
6. HALC Climate Emergency Group

Chairman & Vice-Chair

15 minutes

Chairman & Sally Pavey

10 minutes

7. HALC Constitution Review

Chairman & Vice-Chair

5 minutes

8. HALC Year End Accounts

Susie Fischel

5 minutes

9. Gatwick Airport Presentations
• Association of Parish Councils
Aviation Group (APCAG)

Ian Hare

10 minutes

Sally Pavey

10 minutes

10. WSALC Board feedback on issues

Donald Mahon

10 minutes

11. County Council Meetings

Donald Mahon

5 minutes

12. Outside Body Member Reports

Members & Chairman
(Chief Constable meeting)

10 minutes

13. Members Issues

All

15 minutes

•

Communities Against Gatwick
Noise Emissions (CAGNE)

14. Date of next meeting - via Zoom or face to face

Report to HALC – HDC Standards’ Committee (16th June 2021)

At its meeting on 16th June, HDC’s Standards’ Committee received a report from the Monitoring
Officer to inform and update Members about recent developments in ethical standards and the
Code of Conduct, local assessment and investigations, in relation to Standards complaints; and to
provide information and an update on the review of the procedures for dealing with Standards’
complaints.
Local assessment and investigations
During the financial year from 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021 HDC’s Monitoring Officer (MO)
had received twenty Code of Conduct complaint cases, official written complaints where
allegation(s) of a breach of the Code of Conduct had been made. All were against Parish
Councillors. The publicly -available documents indicated that the following Councils were cited:
Steyning (11); Nuthurst (6); West Grinstead (1); Henfield (1); and Slinfold (1).
Of these twenty cases, five had been referred for investigation and breaches of the Code were
determined in three. In one case, no breach was found and the remaining case where an
investigation was referred, remains to be determined. The remaining fifteen cases were dealt with
at the assessment stage with either local resolution or no further action.
The complaint figures for the year are similar to those of the previous year, twenty complaint cases
having been received in 2019 / 2020. Since 1st April 2021 the MO had received six further cases,
five of which relate to one Parish Council.
Four outstanding active cases remain to be assessed.
Review of procedure / arrangements dealing with Standards Complaints
The MO and staff have been reviewing the procedures for dealing with Standards’ complaints. With
the adoption of the new Code of Conduct, it is
considered the right time to introduce new arrangements and a revised process for dealing with
Standards’ complaints.
Because of the volume of information and level of detail within the complaints currently received,
standards’ complaints were taking up a large proportion of the Legal Department’s time and
resource. The current arrangements and the published process and procedure for dealing with
them is comprehensive and very detailed – but difficult to follow and can be confusing as it is
spread across different guidance and documents. The aim is to introduce a streamlined approach,
distinguishing early those cases where no action is necessary or where it may be dealt with by local
resolution. Cases deemed to be in the Public interest go to full investigation, determination and,
where appropriate, sanction with publication of the sanction.
It is intended that a draft of the revised arrangements, condensed into one document and a new
complaint form, will be shared with the Standards Committee including the two Independent
Persons, two Parish Representatives and a selection of Parish Councils. A working group is intended
to be formed to finalise the documentation, taking into account best practice and considering all
representations.

Following the revision of arrangements it is expected that standards’ complaint cases will be dealt
with quickly, more effectively and efficiently and with fewer resource implications.
The Standards’ Committee noted that the cost of dealing with Code of Conduct complaints is high –
some £100,000 in one year was mentioned; that cases ought to be dealt with more quickly; that
reducing the number of cases was important; that disallowing inappropriate cases would assist;
that Parish Councils’ own Complaints Committees could deal with more cases at first instance; that
the Committee’s decision to publicise decisions (recommended best practice) had been effective;
and that some success had been achieved through face-to-face meetings with Councillors
complaining and complained about. The Committee agreed that enforcing the 28-day period for
complaint submission as a limitation, rather than guidance, would be very effective.
Phil Baxter & Stephen Watkins
(Parish Representatives) June 2021
_______________________________________________________________________________
16.07.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin
Prime Minister’s statement on step 4 of the roadmap
The Prime Minister confirmed on 12 July that Step 4 of the Roadmap will proceed as
planned on 19 July. This means most legal limits on social contact will be removed.
There will also no longer be limits on gatherings inside and outside and on social
distancing. However, as cases continue to rise the government is urging caution and
personal responsibility. The Government will undertake a review in September to
assess the country’s preparedness for autumn and winter, which will consider whether
to continue or strengthen public and business guidance. A new section on Step 4
guidance post 19 July has been added to our dedicated Coronavirus webpage.
NALC National Assembly
NALC’s National Assembly, our big board which brings together a councillor
representative from each of the 43 county associations and oversees our work, met
remotely this week, here’s a summary:
•

•
•

•

Councillors discussed our ongoing work to promote civility and respect in
public life and we were pleased to be joined by the Local Government
Association for an update on their initiatives on this important issue; you can
find some useful resources on their website including guidance on the new
code of conduct.
It was agreed to hold the elections to committees and for officeholders later in
the year using a web platform.
Councillors supported the proposed development of NALC’s strategic direction
and noted that the Finance and Scrutiny Committee supported a 1% increase
in affiliation fees for 2022/23.
Consideration of our regular report on performance which sets out what we
have achieved over the last few months and our plans for the next quarter. We

also shared some interesting statistics: our membership now covers an
electorate of 15.5 million people; we’ve had 1700 attendees at this year’s new
programme of online events; around 300,000 documents such as our suite of
Good Councillor Guides, legal topic notes, toolkits and HR templates have been
downloaded (quite an illustration of how the sector is embracing the digital
world).
Community Ownership Fund
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has published
the prospectus for its £150 million Community Ownership Fund to enable community
groups to bid for up to £250,000 matched funding to help them buy or takeover local
community assets. There will be 8 bidding rounds over the next four years, beginning
on 30 July. Local authorities, including local (parish and town) councils, will not be able
to bid but can play a role in working with eligible community groups. MHCLG is also
hosting two information webinars on 20 July and 23 July and I’d be grateful if you
could share all this information with groups in your area who might be interested. I’m
also are keen for councils to keep us informed about your role including signposting
information and supporting community groups, please drop us a line
at policycomms@nalc.gov.uk.
All-Party Parliamentary Group on local democracy
On 19 July the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on local democracy, to which
NALC provides the secretariat, held an online roundtable on levelling up. Hosted by
the APPG’s co-chair, Cherilyn Mackrory MP, with Lord Lytton also attending, the
meeting gave local (parish and town) councils the opportunity to share their
understanding of levelling up, what the role of local councils should be and what
support is needed from the white paper due in the Autumn. Here’s just a flavour of
discussions:
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Levelling up should be more than a slogan, about equity of opportunity for all,
devolution beyond regions and principal councils to communities including
local councils, more powers and influence especially over planning
Ensuring data is not averaged in a way that means hidden pockets of
deprivation are missed out
Making sure other regions outside of the North are not overlooked
Ensuring funding is passed down from principal councils to local councils
Levelling up local democracy through the creation of local councils everywhere
Local councils having more of a say and influence over how funding is spent in
their area and the potential for local councils especially larger councils, to
deliver levelling up projects directly
Greater recognition that local councils know their areas best, are an important
link between the state and community, and well placed to do more

The APPG is writing to ministers and requesting a meeting to discuss the role of local
councils in the forthcoming white paper.
Prime Minister’s speech on levelling up

Staying on the subject of levelling up, the Prime Minister gave a speech on his vision
to level up the United Kingdom on 15 July in Coventry. In her response, our chair, Cllr
Sue Baxter, called for further devolution to go beyond regions and counties and build
on the existing and accountable leadership provided by local councils, who with the
right tools and support have the potential to do much more.
High streets
As mentioned in the Prime Minister’s speech, the government have published The
Build Back Better High Streets Strategy which sets out the long-term plan to
support the evolution of high streets into thriving places to work, visit and live.
And the Grimsey Review Team today published their Against All Odds report, the
fourth in a series of papers designed to help placemakers reinvent town centres and
high streets. A key message from the research is both central and local government
must change their emphasis from regenerating town centres and high streets through
infrastructure investment with a ‘build, build, build’ focus to one that’s more balanced,
and needs to prioritise people, partnerships and communities. The report also
highlights that government funding over the last year has not necessarily reached the
target audience and no funding has been devolved down to the most local level
including to local councils.
Project manager to civility and respect project
We’re currently recruiting a project manager to support the Civility and Respect
Working Group which we have set up with county associations, One Voice Wales and
the Society of Local Council Clerks. The purpose of the role is to manage this
important project’s extensive package of initiatives and workstreams, from concept to
delivery to time and budget. Full details on the role and how to apply are here, the
closing date is 2 August.
In and about
Along with John Crossling from the Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of
Local Councils, our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, attended a
briefing on 13 July for councillors on Rugby Borough Council to discuss the creation of
new local councils as part of their community governance review.
And our senior solicitor and acting head of member services, Jane Moore, attended
the virtual Lawyers in Local Government 2021 Awards on 15 July. The awards
honoured outstanding contributions from local government lawyers and recognised
achievements during the pandemic, including going the extra mile. It was great to see
such excellent work and dedication of colleagues recognised and highlighted –
congratulations to all the winners and nominees! Our Star Councils Awards online
presentations will be taking place later in the year so keep an eye out for more details
in due course.
Fortnightly meeting with county officers
As always it was good to meet with county officer colleagues this week to discuss
recent developments. Around 30 colleagues joined this week’s Zoom call where we

were delighted to be joined by Daniel Purchese from NALC’s communications
partner Breakthrough Communications who gave an update on their support to us
and county associations including the production of new guidance on data protection
and communications. We also discussed step 4 of the roadmap and our research on
May’s local elections including two surveys of local councils and councillors.
Local Nature Recovery Strategies
Defra has published a report outlining the main findings from the five Local Nature
Recovery Strategy (LNRS) pilots, which ran from August 2020 until May 2021. The pilots
were coordinated by Natural England and hosted by Greater Manchester Combined
Authority, Buckinghamshire Council, Cornwall Council, Northumberland County
Council and Cumbria County Council. LNRSs are set to become a legal requirement
through the Environment Bill and we anticipate a Defra consultation seeking views
and expertise to shape how these strategies should be rolled out nationwide.
Migration of UK telephone services survey
MHCLG and the Department for Digital Culture, Media and Sport are collecting
information on the level of council awareness and preparation for the migration of UK
telephone services from the legacy public switched telephone network (PSTN) to a
broadband-based internet protocol network. This activity has already commenced in
two areas of the UK, and the aim by Openreach Ltd and Virgin Media is to complete
the migration of all UK services by 2025, except for a small number of services. To help
the government identify where councils may need support with their preparations
they are asking councils to complete a short survey by 15 August, any questions
relating to the survey can be directed to RedControl@communities.gov.uk.
And finally…
There’s still time to book a place at the forthcoming inaugural meeting of the NALC
National Network: Young Councillors. The online meeting will take place on 26 July
from 12.00 to 13.15. If you’d like to attend please email policycomms@nalc.gov.uk.

