Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 9 – 15 August 2021 (Agenda August 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•

A Naldretts Lane resident raised cconcerns about the campsite at the Topiary. There is a lot of traffic
going up and down, lots of noise and watering running off the site.

•
New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 13.09.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting date to be confirmed
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

DC/21/1526
10.08.2021

Wagonford Haven
Road Rudgwick
Horsham West
Sussex RH12 3JG

Erection of a two storey front
extension and single storey rear
and side extensions. Removal of
existing stable building and
erection of a single storey
annexe building with covered
link to dwelling. Extension and
remodelling works to existing
detached garage.

31.08.21

DC/21/1555
05.07.2021

41 Pondfield Road,
Rudgwick

Non Material Amendment to
previously approved application
DC/21/0450 (Removal of
existing rear conservatory and
erection of a part two-storey,
part single storey rear
extension, erection of a front
porch extension and conversion
and extension to existing
detached garage to form an
annexe) to allow for
amendments to the first floor
window configuration of the
extension and alterations to the
annexe including the relocation
of the entrance door and
installation of a new window to
the north west elevation and
2No. roof lights

Not
available

DC/21/1716
22.07.2021

Arundene Orchard,
Loxwood Road,
Rudgwick

Erection of a detached twostorey dwelling and detached
double garage

Not
available

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13th September 2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

HDC
Decision

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13.09.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee
Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13.09.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 13.09.2021

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council

13.08.2021 Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin
South East Region County Association Forum (SERCAF)
NALC works closely with 43 county associations to support local (parish and town)
councils. The county associations come together regionally to share good practices
and progress joint initiatives. This week SERCAF met remotely, and there were
valuable discussions on the easing of pandemic restrictions, local county devolution
deals following the prime minister's recent announcement and the difficulty of
recruiting clerks. SERCAF also agreed to seek a meeting with Transport for the South
East to discuss regional concerns.
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments (SAAA)
The SAAA board met this week, signed off its annual accounts, and discussed

arrangements to procure a new audit contract for next year. It also received feedback
on the submission of this year's AGAR governance returns. Currently, over 94% of local
councils have submitted their returns, but there are still 381 outstanding. Parish
meetings are doing poorly, with around 75% returned and 275 still outstanding. If you
know of any non-responders, please encourage a quick return! The SAAA is a sectorled body that NALC and SLCC set up to procure external audit services for local
councils saving the sector millions of pounds.
Climate change report
With this week's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report and the
disturbing footage of extreme weather across Europe, it is clear we have to take
urgent individual and collective action to tackle the climate emergency. I'm impressed
that so many local councils are already taking action at the most local level and would
encourage those who have not done to do so. There are plenty of inspirational
examples and a wealth of supporting guidance on our website for you to use. The
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) has published a
new webpage for local government on climate change and the environment, which
brings together crucial guidance and information. Let us know what you're doing
at policycomms@nalc.gov.uk.
New blog by Dr Gordon Morris
In our latest blog, Dr Gordon Morris, an honorary research associate for the Centre for
Rural Policy Research at the University of Exeter, talks about the results of a survey
aimed at councillors, clerks and interested professionals on the implications of the
post-COVID-19 and Brexit worlds for England's 10,000 local councils.
Scribefest
Our partners Scribe present Scribefest on 29 September 2021 — an annual free virtual
conference exclusively for clerks, responsible financial officers and members of local
councils. You can join Scribe for a range of presentations from industry experts and
speakers, including our very own chair, Cllr Sue Baxter and our county association
colleague, Jackie Weaver. Find out more about the conference and how to register
your place.
And finally...
Congratulations to Tilshead Parish Council, who won the Best Kept
Village competition in the medium village category run by the CPRE. Thirty-nine
villages entered this year, but Tilshead impressed the judges who said it gave "an
immediate impression of a well-cared-for village in which the wider community
participates".

12.08.2021 Email from HDC
Share your event news for the nation's first 'Great Big Green Week' next month
Dear Parish and Neighbourhood Clerk,
The Great Big Green Week is a new national event from 18-26 September, celebrating how
communities are taking action to tackle climate change. It will be the largest event for climate and
nature ever seen in the UK.

We are happy to share news of any events that you are organising on the Council’s social media
pages to help get the word out there.
If you are planning any events for this special week please let me have brief details, and maybe a
web link if relevant, by Thursday 26 August.

Thank you very much.
Best regards, Sarah.
Sarah Hogben
Communications and Marketing Officer

________________________________________________________________________________
12.08.2021 Email from WSCC
Over 70,000 children’s books loaned out since the start of the Summer Reading Challenge

news release
Over 70,000 children’s books loaned out since the start of the Summer Reading Challenge

Ella Cooke picking up her medal and certificate after completing the Wild World Heroes Summer Reading
Challenge 2021
The Wild World Heroes Summer Reading Challenge 2021, produced by The Reading Agency and delivered in
partnership with libraries, is in full swing at all 36 West Sussex Libraries.
Currently, more than 7,000 children have signed up to the challenge and over 70,000 books, eBooks and audio
books have been loaned to children and their families since July.
Duncan Crow, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire and Rescue, said: “It
has been wonderful to hear that so many children are taking up the Summer Reading Challenge and that they are
able to enjoy visiting and browsing all the great books in our children’s libraries.
“Alongside all the children that have signed up for the challenge, we have also had more than 1,000 children join
the library, which is an absolutely fantastic result. This interest in reading will not only build valuable skills and
confidence, but it will also prevent the ‘summer reading dip’ where children often stop reading during the
holidays.”

Anyone who has already completed the challenge but hasn’t picked up their medal and certificate can do so from
any West Sussex Library.
Some children have already completed the challenge and have visited their local library to pick up their medal
and certificate.
One of the first was Ella Cooke, who picked hers up from Bognor Library. Ella said she had never had a medal
before and then started looking for books that had medals in the stories.
For children who haven’t started yet, there is still time to join in the challenge by signing up online:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/summerreadingchallenge or by visiting your local library.
Joining the library is absolutely free for both children (and adults) and the challenge finishes on Saturday 11
September.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

11.08.2021 Email from HDC
Town and Parish Council News - Special edition: Ash die back

August 11 2021

Special edition August 11 2021

Ash tree disease impacts West Sussex
Ash dieback (ADB) is a devastating disease that has
the potential to kill over 95% of West Sussex ash trees
over the next 10 - 20 years.
As nearly 21% of all broadleaved trees in West Sussex
are ash, this would have a major impact on the county’s
landscape, wildlife, and habitats.
Although there is no treatment, a small percentage of ash may be resistant to, or
tolerant of, the infection. Survivors can be used for breeding tolerant ash trees for
the future.
The County Council is working with district and borough councils, other
organisations, and land owners to take a coordinated approach to mitigate potential
health and safety risks.
There will be further selective felling of ash trees and reactive work this summer.
Phase 2 of the highway survey for ash trees, due to be carried out last year, stalled
because of Covid 19 but should restart this year.
In the meantime, alternative approaches will help to fill some of the data gaps. This
will help to prioritise inspections.
For more information visit the West Sussex County Council website.

What parish and town councils need to do:
• If you have responsibility for trees, check your tree
condition surveys are up to date.
• Know where your ash trees are and, if you have
volunteer tree wardens, encourage them to monitor the
trees and report regularly.
• Where trees are located near the highway network, or
a public right of way, please share this data with the county council:
ADB@westsussex.gov.uk We can then explore opportunities for joined up working
to reduce frequency of road and path closures.
• Prepare a plan to manage the impact of ADB – see the Ash dieback toolkit; also
the recently published guidance for homeowners and those with ash trees on their
land from The Tree Council;
• Be aware that ash trees with tree preservation orders (TPOs) or trees in
Conservation Areas will normally still require consent for any works from the local
planning authority. Contact the district or borough council tree officer for specific
advice.

If you own woodland which contains ash you should be aware
that:
• Markets for lower grade timber are available which may help reduce the cost of
felling; and,
• There are grants available which can contribute towards the cost of restocking and
ongoing management.
For further information on managing your woodland please contact your local
Forestry Commission Woodland Officer:
Julian Williams (Chichester, Arun) julian.williams@forestrycommission.gov.uk or
Jamie Cunningham (Horsham, Worthing, Crawley, Mid Sussex)
Jamie.cunningham@forestrycommission.gov.uk

Please be aware that under the Forestry Act 1967, a
licence is required to fell most trees. Details of how to
apply for a licence and any exemptions which may
apply are outlined in the Tree Felling – Getting
Permission document. Note that public bodies are
exempt where there is a legal duty to maintain a service
or network. See Operations Note 46a for more detail.
Finally, please do not panic! Whilst the safety of trees is always the responsibility of
the landowner, the requirement under health and safety legislation is to have a

suitable and sufficient risk assessment, and to apply measures that are reasonable
and practicable.
More on this and the duty of care is in Common Sense Risk Management of Trees,
from the National Tree Safety Group. Also see Forest Research for further advice
on the identification of ADB and how to report it, and the Arboricultural Association
for directories of registered consultants and contractors.

Keeping in touch
For daily updates, residents can follow us on social media @WSCCNews and
@WestSussexCC.
We are also now on Nextdoor, the app designed with communities in mind. Your
residents can follow the link and join the conversation.
Thank you for your support. Keep safe.

Is this the right e-newsletter for you?
This eNewsletter is for Town and Parish councillors and
clerks in West Sussex. If you are a resident, we
recommend you sign up for our Residents’ eNewsletter,
which has information targeted to you. Sign up for our
eNewsletters here.

______________________________________________________________________________________

10.08.2021 Email from HDC
Tackling Climate Change - Horsham District Council Special Newsletter - August 2021

Tackling Climate Change
Special Issue: August 2021

Join Horsham District Council in tackling climate change and reducing our
carbon footprint
Dear Councillor and Parish Clerk,
Yesterday the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report was
published, painting a stark picture of the rate of climate change. But scientists say a
catastrophe can be avoided if the world acts fast. Now is the time for all of us to work together.
One of the priorities of Horsham District Council's Corporate Plan is to reduce our carbon
emissions. These special edition newsletters will keep you updated on how we are
progressing with our climate change agenda, as well as offering tips and advice on how to find
out more, get involved, and reduce our carbon footprint.

Content
•

A new Sustainable Procurement Charter has been approved at Cabinet

•

Get ready for the nation's Great Big Green Week next month

•

Progress on moving to electric and hybrid vehicles

•

A county-wide approach to carbon reduction work

•

Our new Reuse hub is now open and helping to reduce waste

•

Supporting visiting wildlife at Warnham Local Nature Reserve

•

Help us to share the news of our Climate Action work

•

Useful links

A new Sustainable Procurement Charter
has been approved at Cabinet
We have two key targets to become a carbon neutral council. One of these means that we
want to work with suppliers that are providing the Council with goods, works or services to
support our targets by reducing their own emissions.
This new Charter has four key principles we want suppliers to achieve. This
includes recognising the need to protect and enhance the District's high quality environment,
whilst tackling climate change and improving waste management.
We will use this charter to ensure that all new contracts include ambitious
sustainability commitments and drive down carbon emissions in the supply chain. It will also
allow us to get better carbon data, particularly from our main suppliers.
Now that the Charter has been approved it will be designed and published on our website for
prospective suppliers to view.

Read the draft Sustainable Procurement Charter

Get ready for The Great Big
Green Week

18 – 26 September 2021
A national week of events celebrating action on climate change

The Great Big Green Week will be the largest
event for climate and nature ever seen in the
UK.
Thousands of events will celebrate how
communities are taking action to tackle
climate change.
Click on the image to watch the
introductory video.
Great Big Green Week community hubs will celebrate local activity and raise the profile of
climate change action. Events are planned across the country, including here in Sussex.
Look out for more details in next month’s newsletter or visit the GBGW website now.

Why this year - COP26 of course!
This year we have a huge opportunity to raise our ambitions for tackling climate change
because the UK is hosting the 2021 United Nations climate summit, known as COP26 this
November in Glasgow. This summit is when countries across the world update their plans for
reducing emissions.

Find out more about COP26

Progress on moving to
electric and hybrid
vehicles
We currently have three electric vehicles at the
Council: one car used by our 'doorsteppers' in the
Waste and Recycling team and two vans used by
our car parking team and our Trees Officer.
We are now investigating the switch to a range of electric vehicles from the large waste fleet
vehicles to the smaller road sweepers.
•

The trial of an electric powered road sweeper was successful and is also extremely
quiet - which will please our residents as the team go about their early morning
cleaning in Horsham town centre!

•

We are also investigating leasing new hybrid vehicles for our Community Wardens
early next year.

•

Finally, we are asking all departments who use vehicles to carry out reviews to see if
any can be shared with other departments or given up altogether.

Keep an eye on future newsletters as we progress this work.

A County-wide
approach to carbon
reduction work
We are working closely with West Sussex County Council and neighbouring authorities to
ensure we maximise any partnership opportunities to benefit our carbon reduction targets.
As County moves closer to their own 2030 target of becoming a carbon neutral council check
out their progress through some key facts below.
•

Emissions for 2020/21 across the County were down 13 per cent compared to the
previous year, largely due to the effects of Covid-19.

•

Travel related carbon emissions went down by 60 per cent, representing a 5 per cent
reduction in the total WSCC carbon footprint.

•

County are looking at ways to report carbon emissions relating to home working and
this will be factored into reports for the 2021/22 year.

Like us, County are also working to ensure their public buildings, car park lights, and business
travel will be carbon neutral. They are also looking to address heat demand within their
leasehold residential buildings which will be one of our own big challenges all as we head
towards 2030.

Read updates on County's carbon reduction achievements

.

Helping to reduce waste with
Horsham’s new Reuse hub
We’re now taking donations of unwanted furniture that’s still in
good condition in a new trial Reuse container at Hop Oast’s
Park and Ride car park.
This is a great way for us to help our residents to reduce waste.
We’re making it easy for you to donate your unwanted items
and doing our best to give good-condition furniture a new lease
of life as an alternative route for furniture that might otherwise end up at the HWRS as waste.
Funded by the West Sussex Waste Partnership and managed by Horsham District Council, the
Reuse container is open at the Horsham Park and Ride Hop Oast car park, Worthing Road,
Horsham RH13 0AR from:
•

Wednesday to Saturday

•

1 April - 30 September: 10am-5pm

•

1 October - 31 March: 10am-4pm

Find out more

Supporting visiting wildlife at
Warnham Local Nature
Reserve
Artificial rafts at Warnham Local Nature Reserve have attracted two pairs of nesting Common
Terns to raise their families here; a great example of work here to support local and
international wildlife.
The species usually breed on shingle beaches and coastal rocky islands but are now becoming
established occasionally on inland water bodies. Artificial rafts such as those found at
Warnham mimic the effect of a shingle island and if small fish are plentiful then these beautiful
elegant birds have all they need to raise a brood of young.
The adults will soon be heading back to southern Africa to their wintering grounds before being
followed by their offspring a few weeks later.

Wilder Horsham District project
Visit our Wilder Horsham District pages for details of our partnership with the Sussex Wildlife
Trust, where we are working closely with local communities and landowners to help reverse the
decline in species and habitats and enrich the natural environment for all residents and visitors.

Find out about Wilder Horsham District

Help share the news of our
Climate Action work
We are now producing a Climate Action newsletter to share our
news and stories with the public.
If you know someone who you think might like to start receiving
a copy please do forward on this email and encourage them to
sign up. Thank you.

Sign up here

Useful Links
Find out about how we are tackling climate change
See our carbon reduction targets and action plan
Horsham District Community Climate Fund
Learn about the Wilder Horsham District partnership

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

10.08.2021 Email from WSCC
Wellcome Trust funding given to West Sussex Record Office

news release
Wellcome Trust funding given to West Sussex Record Office

Image credit: West Sussex Record Office, AM 967/9/12 - Queensway store in Queens Square, Crawley 1960s
West Sussex Record Office, as part of a network of archive services, has been awarded a grant of
£427,809 by the Wellcome Trust to catalogue, conserve and increase accessibility to important post-war
new town collections, including Crawley.

The project, titled ‘The New Jerusalems: post-war new town archives in Britain and Ireland’ will also
support the cataloguing and conservation of 10 other new town collections held by eight separate
archive services in the UK and Ireland.
A radical government initiative set up after the Second World War, the new town's programme was
proposed to eradicate the ‘urban disease’ of inner cities by providing good-quality housing, solving
overcrowding and addressing wider public wellbeing.
Following the passing of the New Towns Act of 1946, Crawley was the second area to be identified as a
suitable new town site in January 1947 and construction began in 1949.
The Crawley New Town Development Corporation Archive comprises more than 41 linear metres of
records including minutes, departmental filing, and a large quantity of supporting documentation, such
as plans and photographs. The archive will be catalogued and fragile items, that could otherwise be lost
forever, will be conserved.
This project will mean that the Crawley New Town Development Corporation archive, and 10 other new
town collections, will be made accessible to a wide range of researchers and result in a significant new
research resource. When the cataloguing and conservation is complete, there will be user guides and
local events to share these exciting, newly accessible collections.
Wendy Walker, County Archivist at West Sussex Record Office, said “New town archives are such an
important part of our heritage and provide a vital resource for our understanding of these
developments and their impact on those who live there. This grant will enable local communities across
the UK to access and engage with these records for the first time, to explore the history of their local
areas and share their stories with us. We are extremely grateful to the Wellcome Trust for all of their
support in making this happen.”
Duncan Crow, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire and Rescue,
mirrored Wendy’s sentiments: “It stands testament to all the great work that our Record Office does
that they have been chosen to lead on the new town’s project across the UK, which was originally
developed by the Association of New Town Archives and Museums.
“The Wellcome Trust’s grant is a fantastic accolade, showing the importance of the project and will
enable the Record Office to work with Crawley Library, Crawley Museum and other organisations, as
well as local residents themselves, in exploring their heritage. This is also a wonderful opportunity for
West Sussex to support some amazing work happening in archives across the UK and Ireland.”
To find out more about Crawley New Town, visit www.westsussexrecordofficeblog.com and search for
‘Crawley New Town’.

Notes to Editor
The eleven collections represent: Basildon, Bracknell, Crawley, Cwmbran, Newton Aycliffe, Peterlee,
Redditch, Runcorn, Shannon, Stevenage and Warrington.
This grant is a Wellcome Trust Research Resources Award in Humanities and Social Science, a funding
scheme that helps collection and information professionals develop library and archive material for
humanities and social science researchers - https://wellcome.org/grant-funding.
The new town records that will be catalogued and conserved in this project are all held in county
archives (except Shannon records which are held in the University of Limerick archive).
•

West Sussex Record Office - Crawley

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Berkshire Record Office - Bracknell
Cheshire archives and Local Studies - Runcorn and Warrington
Durham County Record Office - Newton Aycliffe and Peterlee
Essex Record Office - Basildon
Gwent Record Office - Cwmbran
Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies - Stevenage
Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service - Redditch
University of Limerick - Shannon

This grant has been awarded to West Sussex as part of the Association of New Town Archives and
Museums (ANTAM) in partnership with Cheshire Archives and Local Studies, Durham Record Office,
Essex Record Office, Gwent Archives, Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies, Shropshire Archives,
University of Limerick, Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service and Berkshire Record Office.
The partners were brought together with the support of a ’Networks for Change’ grant from The
National Archives. The network was launched in October 2020 and has been meeting virtually to
develop this project - http://www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/tag/harlow/.
There are additional quotes from The National Archives and Dr Alina Congreve, an independent
consultant in sustainable planning, who brought together the partners to work on the proposal:
•

Dr Alina Congreve, an independent consultant in sustainable planning, who brought together the
partners to work on the proposal said: “There is renewed interest in many aspects of new town
design as we reflect on how life might change in the aftermath of Covid-19.

“New towns have much to contribute to current policy making in urban planning and public health,
including: wide pedestrianised shopping streets; generous public green space; amenities within 15
minutes of the home; and supporting walking and cycling. It is exciting to be working with new towns
across England, Wales and Ireland on this project.”
•

Emma Markiewicz, Head of Archive Sector Development at The National Archives, said:
"We are delighted to see how the Association of New Town Archives and Museums has built on
the support of our Networks for Change grant to create a project that will preserve and open up
the collections of so many new towns. This is really important work and we look forward to
seeing the results."

