Rudgwick Parish Council
Weekly Clerk’s Update: 6 – 12 September 2021 (Agenda September 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)
Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)
From: Anna Clayton
______________________________________________________________________
The weekly update provides information regarding:
• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk
• Planning information
• Correspondence/communications from parishioners
• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations
List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis.
o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex)
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group)
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission)
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England)
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils)
o HDC (Horsham District Council)
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils)
o SSALC (Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Councils)
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council)
______________________________________________________________________
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions:
GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are
working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a
member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours
(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).
•
•
•

Water leaked repaired KGV Field
Skate Park closed due to repairs required and unsafe to use

New Applications (Delegated Decision)
New Planning Applications for consideration by Delegated Decision and noting at the Rudgwick Parish
Council Meeting 18.10.2021

Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

DC/21/1371
08.09.2021

Land adjacent to
Hart House,
Hermongers

Change of use of agricultural
lane for the stationing of 3 No.
shepherd style holiday lets.

Response
Date
29.09.2021

New Applications
For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 18 October 2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

Recommendation

Response
Date

Decisions
HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 18 October 2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

HDC
Decision

Applications going to Committee

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 18.10.2021
Application
No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Recommendation

Planning
Committee
Date

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 18.10.2021
Application No

Applicant

Reason for Application

RPC
Public
Recommendation Inquiry/Written
Representation

Enforcement Numbers
Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 18.10.2021
EN/21/0426

Alleged: erection of fence higher than 1m adjacent to highway,
without planning permission
Tamburlain, Church Street, Rudgwick

Pending
consideration

Correspondence from HDC Planning
06.09.2021 email from HDC Planning
Horsham District Council - planning application delays
Dear all
I hope you are all well.
You will recall I wrote to you in June explaining that we were experiencing delays in the validation
and registration of planning applications, as detailed below. I am just writing to you to update you
on our service. We no longer have a delay in registering and validating planning applications, which
is good news.
You may have noticed that you have received more notifications that normal over the past few
weeks as we have worked our way through the backlog in the support team. This large number of
applications are now with planning officers for consideration. Planning Officers have seen their
caseloads in many instances double in the last few weeks.
We are moving resources around to where our needs are greatest, but it is likely that we will
continue to see some delays in decision making until officer workloads return to normal levels.
I do hope this information is of assistance. If you have any questions please do let me know.
Kind regards, Emma Parkes
Emma Parkes
Head of Development and Building Control

Correspondence/communications from parishioners / to the Council
Email dated 10.09.2021 From NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

Legendary Paralympian Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson DBE to speak at NALC
conference
I'm thrilled that legendary Paralympian Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson DBE, now the
newly elected president of the Local Government Association, will speak at our
Future Communities 2021 online conference on 2 December. She's one of Britain's
greatest Paralympic athletes, amassing a remarkable medal haul over 16 years and

five Paralympic Games of 11 gold, four silver and a bronze. In 2010, she was
introduced in the House of Lords and sat as a crossbencher speaking on several topics
such as disability rights, sport, welfare reform and local government. Find out more
and register your place today.
Save the date for Star Council Awards 2021
I’m delighted to say we will be celebrating this year’s Star Council Awards winners
at an online ceremony on 8 October from 12.00 to 12.45 pm. As you know, last year
we couldn’t hold a physical ceremony. But, this year, we have made the transition to
an online ceremony, so more of you will be able to watch who has won our coveted
awards. More details will follow on how you can ‘join’ the ceremony, so please keep an
eye out!
Tackling loneliness
In a week that has seen health and well-being at the top of the political agenda, it was
good to read in the latest edition of LCR magazine the excellent article from the
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) that tackling loneliness
remains an “absolute priority for the government” and that “local councils have an
essential role to play”. As a member of the tackling loneliness network, we were
pleased to support this year’s Loneliness Awareness Week including the launch of a
ground-breaking service from the Connection Coalition which provides access to
online advice through this chatbot to anyone feeling lonely. Our DCMS colleagues are
also keen to hear about what you are doing to tackle loneliness so please drop them a
line with your examples and stories to loneliness@dcms.gov.uk (please copy us too
at policycomms@nalc.gov.uk). You can find out more about the sector’s role in
health and well-being including loneliness on our dedicated webpage.
In/out and about
Thanks to colleagues at the Northumberland county association for inviting me along
to a recent meeting of their county committee. It was great to hear from their county
council colleagues about the borderlands growth project of five upper-tier councils
in the north of England and Scotland working together to develop a place-based
programme involving key local groups (including local councils) to identify priorities for
local towns to make them economically vibrant and resilient to change. I was also
pleased to hear that the recent Local Government Association (LGA) report on Local
service delivery and place-shaping: a framework to support parish and town
councils is on the agenda for a forthcoming meeting of the county association and
county council.
•

This week I was also at a meeting of the Federation of East Midlands
Associations of Local Councils (FEMALC) and briefed them on our national work
including the civility and respect project and lobbying on the Environment Bill,
where amongst other things we are pushing for the sector to be represented
on the proposed Local Nature Recovery Partnerships and calling for vehicle
registration details to be printed on fast food take-away receipts to help tackle

•

•

the problem of litter. We also discussed the recent meeting with banking
representatives which FEMALC colleagues played a leading role in, where we
made the banks more aware of the needs of the sector. I also heard several
views on how to encourage the creation of local councils through the
forthcoming white paper on levelling up and recovery, and also through county
devolution deals. Also good to hear that the LGA report mentioned above is on
the agenda for discussions with the Northamptonshire county association and
the two new unitary councils.
Our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, was at a policy forum
this week hosted by the think tank Demos and Capita about their research
exploring how local governments can move towards a more relational model.
The event was attended by a range of people and organisations such as MPs,
think tanks, principal councils and local government organisations. During the
discussion, both Justin and Kate Kennally, chief executive of Cornwall Council,
among other things highlighted the key role played by local councils in
communities and as part of local government, their diversity and the need for
more support.
Next week, along with our acting head of member services and legal services
manager, Jane Moore, I will be joining colleagues from the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough county association at their annual general meeting – our first inperson meeting for a very long time!

NALC National Network: coastal communities
There is still time for local councils in coastal areas to sign up for next week’s second
meeting of the newly created NALC National Network: coastal communities. I’m
pleased to announce we will be joined by Dr Mike Gogarty, director of public health at
Essex County Council who will be talking about the Chief Medical Officer’s annual
report 2021: health in coastal communities. We will also be discussing how this year’s
staycations have affected coastal communities.
Remote meetings
Following my bulletin last week, some colleagues asked for an update on work we and
others are doing to press the government to allow the sector to hold remote meetings
where they choose to do so. We are still awaiting the government’s response to their
recent call for evidence and are continuing to press this important issue with the
government; this week our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, raised
this issue and also standards in the regular call with local government stakeholders
and officials. We are also meeting with other colleagues such as the LGA next week to
regroup after the Summer and I will provide an update on that next week.
Fortnightly meeting with county officers
We held a good session with county officer colleagues this week where we provided
feedback from the recent meeting of the Improvement and Development Board and
other national meetings. There was an emerging consensus that the recruitment of
clerks was getting extremely difficult and needed a local and national drive to attract

more people into what is such a meaningful career. We also heard from Cumbria
colleagues about emerging plans to parish Barrow and Lancaster as part of local
government reorganisation, with steps are also underway in North Yorkshire to set up
a new town council for Scarborough.
NALC Finance and Scrutiny Committee
NALC’s Finance and Scrutiny Committee held their latest remote meeting on 7
September. Councillors were pleased to receive and approve the final audited
accounts which they authorised the vice-chair (finance), Cllr Keith Stevens, to sign.
Other business included consideration of the budget in conjunction with projections
and the recommendation for the 2022/23 affiliation fee to the National Assembly.
NALC Management Board
The agenda and supporting papers for the forthcoming meeting of NALC’s
Management Board on 14 September are available on the website.
And finally…
Due to the incredible demand, we’ve released more tickets for our upcoming soldout online events on the future of high streets, levelling up the environment and the
affordable rural housing. I look forward to seeing many of you there!

10.09.2021 Email from WSCC
Steps forward with carbon reduction and cost savings in footway resurfacing

news release
Steps forward with carbon reduction and cost savings in footway resurfacing

Impressive carbon-saving and cost-saving results have been achieved in a programme of 31 footway resurfacing
schemes in West Sussex.
More than 22,000 square metres of footpath were resurfaced by County Council contactor Rejuvo JPCS, including
in Crawley, Horsham, Mid Sussex and Chichester.
If traditional asphalt methods had been used, 554 tonnes of CO2 emissions would have been produced, but by
using cold-lay and other, more environmentally friendly methods, this was reduced to approximately 36 tonnes.
There was also a 71 per cent cost-saving when compared with traditional methods (see graphic).
Peter Shone, Director at Rejuvo JPCS Limited, said: “We are delighted West Sussex County Council is using our
services as a Small and Medium-sized Enterprise (SME), employing local people and supply chains, in prolonging
the life of footways in the county.
“Our tried and tested products involve minimal digging and removal of waste and our process is substantially
reducing carbon emissions, whilst saving and strengthening the highway network.”
Joy Dennis, County Council Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, said: “These are very impressive results.
Say the words ‘highway resurfacing’ and you don’t always think of greener initiatives – but West Sussex Highways
is working with its contractors to explore innovative ways of working, which dovetail perfectly with the council’s
drive to reduce carbon emissions.
“Another recent example was the £1.5million A24 Washington bypass carriageway resurfacing scheme. This
project used the latest technology, allowing the resurfacing materials to be mixed at much lower temperatures
than conventional asphalt. Also, recycled material recovered from other West Sussex roads was utilised.”

______________________________________________________________________________________________

09.09.2021 Email from WSCC
Your latest news on Covid-19 - vaccinations - and more
9 September 2021

Keep safe as the seasons change
The tang of autumn is in the air, and as the seasons
change, many of us will be spending more time
indoors.
Covid-19 is still with us, so it's important not to let our
guard down and do all we can to stop the spread of
coronavirus as we head into winter.
Here’s how to do your bit:
•

Test regularly – order or pick up test kits, or
have a supervised test at a local pharmacy.
Testing info here.

•

Have both doses of the vaccination.

•

Remember hands, face, space, let fresh air in.

Find the latest local Covid-19 data here.

How to stay safe this autumn

Back to uni soon? Here's how to prepare
It’s an exciting time for students as they begin or return
to university life with lots going on including meeting
new people during Freshers’ Week.
So it’s important they do all they can to protect
themselves and others by getting vaccinated and
testing themselves regularly.
Please encourage younger family members and friends
to have their vaccine before they head off to uni. They
can book online, call 119 or attend a walk-in clinic.

More Covid-19 info for young people

Local vaccination update
As of Wednesday 8 September 659,105 people
over 16 in West Sussex have had one dose of the
vaccine. That's 85.5% of the 16+ population.
Everyone is still able to come forward for a
vaccination – there is no time limit. If you are yet to
have your first dose please visit a walk-in service to
receive your vaccine.
Teenagers aged 16 and 17 can now go to a
number of walk-in clinics across West Sussex.
They don’t need an appointment and they can go
with friends or family. Walk-in clinics are taking
place in Angmering, Bognor Regis, Chichester, Crawley and Haywards Heath as
well as many other locations. See the latest list of walk-in clinics here.
Some children aged 12 to 15 are also now eligible to have a vaccine.
Find out more here.
Proof of vaccination status with a Covid Pass might be required to gain entry to
nightclubs and other venues. Download the NHS App to get the Covid Pass here.

Latest local vaccination data

Improve your wellbeing

Coronavirus has had a huge impact on many
aspects of our lives including our wellbeing and
habits.
Increased stress, weight gain due to changes in
eating habits and levels of activity plus changes to
drinking and smoking patterns are all factors that
may have affected our wellbeing and ability to cope.
If you’re looking for inspiration and practical tips to improve your health visit the
West Sussex Wellbeing and Better Health websites.
This week is Know Your Numbers week which promotes blood pressure
awareness. Keeping a check on yours could help reduce the risk of stroke and
heart disease.

How to monitor your blood pressure

Critical support to Afghan nationals
arriving in the UK
We are providing critical support to Afghan nationals
arriving in the UK from Afghanistan.
The county council is committed to supporting the
government’s Afghan Relocation and Assistance Policy
and ‘Operation Warm Welcome’ and is working closely
with our district and borough council partners to identify
suitable properties which can be used to provide longterm accommodation for Afghan families who have arrived in the UK.
We also encourage anyone who wishes to help those arriving from Afghanistan to
visit our website where there are details of local and national organisations
accepting financial and practical donations.

More information

More local news...
•

Could you be a cyber hero? We need volunteers to become Digital
Ambassadors. They will be trained so they can help educate and support
their local communities to become safer online.

•

We’re encouraging people to think about how they travel. By taking small
steps and thinking active travel first, many people could have the opportunity
to make their journeys greener, healthier, safer and more active. We’re also
developing a 'school gate' travel improvement programme.

You can step back into the golden age of cinema on 14
September when West Sussex Unwrapped presents its
latest online event.
The free talk will feature the history of West Sussex
cinemas, and there will also be a chance to ask
questions. Find out more here.

Know someone who would like to receive
this eNewsletter?
If anyone you know who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.

____________________________________________________________________________________

09.09.2021 Email from CPRE
West Sussex Draft Transport Plan
CPRE Sussex are working with Sussex Greenways to improve walking, cycling and horse riding by
the creation of Quiet Lanes and by improving greenways across the county.
The draft Transport Plan offers the opportunity for the issue to be pressed home to the County
Council.
So we have devised a possible submission to the County Council's consultation which we would be
grateful if you would consider and if possible sumit on behalf of your Council along with any other
comments you may have.
Please if you do submit a response,send a copy to me of your submission.
If we can be of any further help do not hesitate to get in touch.
Thanking you in advance, Stephen Hardy MBE, CPRE Sussex Trustee.
West Sussex County Council have recently published their draft Transport Plan (DTP) for consultation:
the consultation is now open and closes on 8 October 2021.

The aim of Sussex Greenways working together with CPRE Sussex is to develop a new model for
delivering safe, mostly traffic-free or traffic-calmed multi-user routes in rural areas. We are proposing to
do this by improving the existing Rights of Way network and creating Quiet Lanes. Together, these
changes can deliver a rural active travel network with the capacity to connect our communities, provide
healthy outdoor spaces for families to exercise and enjoy being in nature, promote the rural economy by
linking rural micro-businesses with our towns and villages, and provide long term economic benefits
from green tourism.
Sadly the DTP basically ignores the existence of our rural leisure routes, for walking, cycling and horse
riding. So we are suggesting that parishes include in their representations to the County Council on the
DTP comments on the need to include provisions to improve our rights of way network and to
introduce Quiet Lanes

Explanatory Background
The starting point for any County Council sadly seems to be what is the cost, rather than what is the
benefit of any new idea.
Our starting point is the Countryside Act 1968 Section 30, which provides cyclists with the right to ride on
bridleways. However, many bridleways, byways and similar Rights of Way (RoW) are unsuitable for
everyday use because they are poorly maintained. Nonetheless, the rural bridleway network provides an
incredible opportunity to create traffic-free multi-user routes (greenways) away from the main road
network:
England
Footpaths
Bridleways and byways

90,000 miles (146,000 km)
26,000 miles (41,700 km)

West Sussex
Footpaths
Bridleways and byways

2528 miles (4071km)
822 miles (1323 km).

Around 30% of the Rights of Way network could become Greenways.
In addition, these routes can be built at a much lower cost than urban routes. Whereas a typical urban
cycle route (on which WSCC seem to want to concentrate their whole rights of way efforts) can cost
anywhere from £500,000 to £1 million per kilometre, we believe that we can create simple, multi-user
routes on existing bridleways for around £50,000 per kilometre. In many cases all that is required is
scrub clearance, improved drainage, and the laying of a limestone surface. The aim is to create an allweather, year-round route rather than one which can only be used in the drier months.
We are determined to work with user groups including disabled people, walkers, equestrians, and others
to ensure that we create greenway routes that are suitable and safe for all.

Rural routes can often be hillier, however with the increasing uptake in electric bikes this will become
less of a problem over time. E-bikes will also encourage people to make slightly longer journeys between
villages or into towns.
We also wish to see a programme of upgrading footpaths where it makes sense to do so, changing them
into Bridleways which could be used by cyclists.
We expect that, in time, these routes will link up with urban routes being built by Local Authorities or the
National Cycle Network being built by Sustrans. At present, Sustrans’ policy is only to create or improve
routes which connect to the National Cycle Network. Whilst this is understandable, we believe that
building ‘mini-greenways’ (sometimes only one or two kilometres long) can prove highly beneficial in
providing green spaces for exercise and connecting communities.
Quiet Lanes
First introduced in the Quiet Lanes and Home Zones (England) Regulations 2006, No.2082. ‘The objective
of Quiet Lanes are to reduce traffic dominance and vehicle speeds and encourage drives to be more
mindful of non-motorised users such as walkers, cyclists and horse-riders and encourage great usage by
the latter groups.’
The Suffolk Example
In 2013-2014 Suffolk ran a pilot project of Quiet Lanes in the Suffolk Coast
AONB covering 13 Quiet Lanes in 7 parishes.
In 2020-2021 Suffolk County Council extended this with a £235,000
grant and had expressions of interest from 89 parishes for 209 Quiet Lanes
totalling 166 miles (267 kilometres).
Suffolk CC Highways Dept estimated £4,700 per parish but this was
reduced to £1,000 per designated parish thanks to a collaborative self-help
community partnership.
Role of Quiet Lanes
We believe Quiet Lanes have a part to play in reducing traffic speeds in
rural areas and creating safer roads for active travel, even though they’re
only advisory. They are, however, much cheaper than the alternatives such
as 20 mph zones or engineering measures.
County Councils’ stock response (apart from Suffolk) has been that ‘Quiet Lanes don’t work’ and that
they ‘prefer to focus resources on more effective measures’.

1) We’re entitled to implement Quiet Lanes under our Local Transport Plan which specifically supports
self-funded schemes which help meet policy objectives.

2) Just look at what has been achieved by Suffolk.
3) Quiet Lanes are better than nothing, which is currently what is on offer for rural communities.
Funding
We recognise no Government funding is currently available for rural areas, so any improvements have to
funded by other means. We look to the County Council as the primary source but equally recognise it is
itself financially constrained and so funding may also have to come from other sources such as Parish
and Town councils using Neighbourhood Plan policies and the product of Community Infrastructure Levy
and s.106 agreements, District Councils, Charitable Grants, and Private and Corporate Donations. Local
fundraising from the ground up, starting with sponsored rides and walks on local bridleways/greenway
routes may have to play a part.

Suggested submissions to WSCC
We are suggesting that in your submission to WSCC on the DTP you include, paraphrase or expand on
the following;

Submission:
Revise as in bold para 5.16
Our objectives for a healthy West Sussex are:
▪

Objective 3: Accommodate the needs of an ageing population that is expected to grow most in
existing settlements in the Gatwick Diamond and Coastal West Sussex areas.

▪

Objective 4: Minimise air, noise and light pollution from use of the transport network to minimise
impacts on public health and well-being.

▪

Objective 5: Ensure the transport network allows residents and visitors to live healthy lifestyles with
good access to green and blue spaces, by walking, cycling and horse riding throughout the county
but particularly on the West Sussex coast and in the protected South Downs, High Weald and
Chichester Harbour.

▪

Objective 6: Ensure rural communities can live locally by accessing nearby towns.

Submission:
Revise as in bold para 5.26

Objective 17: Extend and improve the network of active travel facilities, taking account of potential
usage and stakeholder support, so it is coherent and high quality enough to make active travel an
attractive option for short distance trips, and healthy leisure activities

Submission:
Revise as in bold para 6.5
Our approach to active travel is to:
▪

▪

▪
▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

Provide new and improved pedestrian infrastructure, including expanding the utility of existing
PROW by timely maintenance, where this (helps to) provides suitable leisure routes, addresses
barriers and connects routes for short distance and healthy leisure journeys, all the while taking
account of planned development;
Prioritise and implement new or improved cycle routes, taking account of the potential increase in
demand, current conditions for users and the impacts of planned development where these are
feasible and deliverable, and there is wide support from local stakeholders;
Create and facilitate a network of Quiet Lanes, in consultation and cooperation with local
authorities at each level, as well as all stakeholder groups
Work with Local Planning Authorities and developers to identify active travel suitable new schemes
and improvements that will ensure planned developments are well connected to the active travel
network;
Identify priority locations on major roads and railway lines to improve the provision of crossing
facilities;
Consult early on active infrastructure proposals in line with our active travel fund consultation plan
to understand community support and incorporate views on the design of infrastructure;
Provide good quality active travel infrastructure based on latest design guidance wherever possible;
Monitor long term usage trends at selected locations and assess scheme benefits for at least 5 years
after opening;
Consider traffic management measures (e.g. expanded pedestrianisation, school streets, filtered
streets and low traffic neighbourhoods) in urban areas where these are feasible and deliverable,
and there is wide support from local stakeholders; and
Ensure that the needs of active travel modes are considered within the design of all road network
improvements.
We hope that this communication will assist you, but please do not hesitate to get in touch with us
with your ideas or if you want more help.
_________________________________________________________________________________
09.09.2021 Email from WSCC
West Sussex County Council gives critical support to Afghan nationals arriving in the UK

news release
West Sussex County Council gives critical support to Afghan nationals arriving in the UK
West Sussex County Council is providing critical support to Afghan nationals arriving in the UK from
Afghanistan.
The council is committed to supporting the government’s Afghan Relocation and Assistance Policy and
‘Operation Warm Welcome’.
The council is working closely with our District and Borough partners to identify suitable properties
which can be used to provide long-term accommodation for Afghan families who have arrived in the UK.
We also encourage anyone who wishes to help those arriving from Afghanistan to visit our website
where there are details of local and national organisations accepting financial and practical donations.
Duncan Crow, Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire & Rescue, said: “The situation in
Afghanistan is one that requires a global response to help protect those involved from a very real threat
of harm. Many people arriving into the UK on rescue flights from Afghanistan were unable to bring any
luggage or personal items with them having been forced to flee their homes with little time to spare as
the situation escalated.
“We are doing everything we can to support these families, many of whom bring with them skills,
knowledge and experience of great value and I hope everyone across West Sussex will join us in
welcoming and supporting those looking to settle here and rebuild their lives safely.”
Housing
As a council, we are working closely with our District and Borough partners to coordinate offers of
housing support across the county.
If you have or know of anyone who has self-contained long-term accommodation available for rent for
at least 12 months, please get in touch by emailing AfghanistanSupport@westsussex.gov.uk.
Donations
We know that people are keen to offer donations of clothes and toys. If you have such items in good

condition, then please contact one of the volunteer organisations across West Sussex whose details are
listed on our website.
West Sussex County Council is not able to accept or take these donations, so please do not send these
items to us.
Anyone who wishes to donate money may want to consider giving to one of the national charities
currently running Afghan appeals, such as the British Red Cross.
For the most up-to-date information on how you can help, visit
www.westsussex.gov.uk/AfghanistanSupport.
________________________________________________________________________________

09.09.2021 Email from WS Fire & Rescue
Emergency Service Day celebrated across the county

news release
Emergency Service Day celebrated across the county

This morning (9 September), West Sussex County Council and West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service marked
the national Emergency Services Day at events across the county.
Showing support for the day, some of the event attendees included the council Leader, Chairman and
personnel from fire, police and ambulance services.
Emergency Services Day takes place every year on the ninth day of the ninth month at 9am and is a
national day to show support to our NHS and emergency services heroes.
Events were held at County Hall and Crawley Fire Station to mark the occasion and the Emergency
Services Day flags were raised by the Chief Fire Officer and Assistant Chief Fire Officer.
This was followed by a two-minute’s silence to remember more than 7,500 personnel killed in the line of
duty over last 200 years, as well as the many more who have been injured or died as a result of their
service.
During July’s Full Council, Members voted in favour of a motion to pledge its backing for a campaign to
build the UK’s first Emergency Service’s Cenotaph, which will be dedicated all the emergency services.
Additionally, the county council extended its support by agreeing to fly the official Emergency Services
Day flag at County Hall on 9 September each year.

Chairman of West Sussex County Council, Pete Bradbury, said: “As a council, being able to publicly show
our appreciation for the emergency services has been a huge honour.
“I am very proud of the fact that West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service is a key part of the county council
and I feel it’s important that their hard work and dedication – as well as the work of other blue light
services – is recognised nationally.”
Chief Fire Officer, Sabrina Cohen-Hatton, added: “Approximately two million people work and volunteer
across the NHS and emergency services, including those serving here at West Sussex Fire & Rescue
Service.
“Each and every single member of staff plays an essential part in protecting the communities we serve,
and I am extremely proud that their commitment has been acknowledged today.”

________________________________________________________________________________
09.09.2021 Email from WSALC
Sussex Police: Rural crime team monthly update
Good morning, the monthly rural crime team update can be viewed by using the following link.
www.sussex.police.uk/police-forces/sussex-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisionalcampaigns/rural-crime-team-monthly-update/
Kind regards, Anna

WSALC Limited
Website www.wsalc.co.uk
9 Pound Lane, Godalming, Surrey,
GU7 1BX
Company no 8500937 registered
in England

09.09.2021 Email from Gatwick Airport Ltd
Gatwick Airport launches Northern Runway public consultation
Gatwick Airport is today commencing consultation on proposals to bring the existing Northern
Runway into routine use alongside our Main Runway.
By the end of the next decade, we will need more capacity to maintain efficient operations,
improve resilience and meet passenger demand. Gatwick has historically been one of the world’s
busiest single runway airports; In 2019, we had seen a decade of growth to more than 46 million
passengers, supporting over 135,000 jobs nationally, and contributing £8.3 billion to the UK
economy every year.
Our proposals are largely within the current airport boundary and are sustainable, maximising use
of existing infrastructure. Our proposals are forward looking and would bring significant benefits,
including new jobs and an economic boost to our region. We will grow in a way that supports the
Government in achieving its commitment to net zero emissions by 2050. And we will provide more
certainty for residents around noise.

It is anticipated that by 2038 these proposals could increase Gatwick’s passenger capacity to
approximately 75.6 million passengers per annum (mppa), compared to approximately 62.4 mppa
which is where we would otherwise expect to be without the Northern Runway Project by 2038.
Our consultation runs over the next 12 weeks until 1st December. We are embarking on a
comprehensive programme of engagement so that everyone – resident, community group,
business, elected representative – has a chance to tell us what they think of our plans. Over
100,000 properties in our inner consultation zone will today be receiving a newsletter from us, with
a summary of our proposals and the benefits that could accrue, as well as full details of how, when
and where to engage with us.
To ensure certainty in what remain challenging times, much of our engagement will be online and
digital while 18 deposit points across the region will ensure that hard copies of all consultation
documents are also available. Our Mobile Project Office (MPO) will be out on the road distributing
materials to local communities.
To learn more, including the locations for deposit points and the MPOs, please visit our website
Northern Runway and our Future Plans | Gatwick Airport LGW. There you will be able to view our
comprehensive virtual exhibition, read all the key consultation documents and complete a
questionnaire. It is also where people can book a 20-minute ‘Call the Expert’ telephone slot to
discuss their particular queries with the project team.
We are also planning to host a number of virtual briefings (via Zoom) for stakeholder groups at
which members of the project team will make a short presentation on a topic of specific interest to
your group, to be followed by a Q&A discussion. It would be an opportunity for you to learn more
about our plans, thereby helping to inform your response, and for us to better understand your
concerns or queries. If this would be of interest, then this can be booked at
info@gatwickfutureplans.com.
We very much welcome your views and encourage you to respond by 11.59pm on 1st December.
If you have any questions, please get in touch with the team by emailing
info@gatwickfutureplans.com.
Yours sincerely, Stewart Wingate, Chief Executive Officer
_______________________________________________________________________
08.09.2021 Email from WSCC
Cabinet to hear update on council’s performance

news release
Cabinet to hear update on council’s performance
West Sussex County Council’s Cabinet is due to hold its next meeting in the Council Chamber at County
Hall, Chichester on Tuesday (14 September) at 10.30am.
The meeting will focus on the Performance and Resources Report, which provides an overview of the
performance across West Sussex County Council for the first quarter of 2021/2022 (April - June).
It brings together information on performance, finance, workforce and risk management, and describes
how the County Council is delivering the four priorities set out in ‘Our Council Plan’:
•
•
•
•

keeping people safe from vulnerable situations,
a sustainable and prosperous economy,
helping people and communities fulfil their potential,
making the best use of resources.

These four priorities are all underpinned by the council’s target to tackle climate change by 2030.
The full agenda can be found on the website.
Due to the need to maintain the safety and wellbeing of all persons using the building and the council’s
continuing focus on managing risk to the community, there will be a reduced capacity public gallery
available to anyone wishing to attend and view the meeting in person. Admission is by ticket only,
bookable in advance by emailing: democratic.services@westsussex.gov.uk.
Details of Covid-19 safety measures in place at County Hall will be provided to anyone booking to attend
in person.
Residents and other interested parties who don’t want to attend the meeting in person will also be able
to watch the meeting live via the County Council public i.tv portal.
_______________________________________________________________________________

08.09.2021 Email from NALC
NALC Newsletter

Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson DBE
Legendary Paralympian Baroness Tanni GreyThompson DBE is to speak at our Future
Communities 2021 online conference.

Star Council Awards ceremony date
NALC has announced that the Star Council Awards
winners will be unveiled at an online ceremony on 8
October 2021 — find out more.

Borough councillors back new council
Scarborough Borough Council councillors backed a
motion on the creation of a new town council
in Scarborough.

Technical planning consultation
A new consultation on Local nature recovery

strategies is available — log in and visit the technical
planning section of the consultation webpage.

Audit consultation
A new consultation response on Local audit is
available — log in and visit the audit section of the
consultation webpage.

National Assembly
Agenda papers for the National Assembly meeting on
16 September 2021 are now available — view
agenda.

New blog by Internal Auditor Forum
In our latest blog, the Internal Auditor Forum talk
about a consultation on the future of local
government and it's upcoming meeting this month.

08.09.2021 Email from Rural Services Network
RSN Rural Funding Digest - September 2021 Edition

Monthly bulletin featuring RSN Rural Funding
Digest & Government Consultations
Welcome to the monthly Funding Digest!
Please share this publication with Colleagues, Parish Councils, Community Groups and
anyone else that may be looking for funding as the Funding Digest includes many sources
of grant funding that they may not be aware of.

The Government Consultation section may include a draft response to relevant rural
consultations and also highlights other consultations relevant to rural areas which you may
be interested in responding to.

The September 2021 edition
of the Rural Funding Digest can
be found here

The September 2021 edition
of current Government
Consultations can be found here

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER - BOOKINGS CLOSE
AT 5pm ON WEDNESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER

This year's National Rural Conference 2021 will take place online and is free of
charge to attend to all RSN (Sparse, Assembly, RSP & RHCA) members.

_______________________________________________________________________________
08.09.2021 Email from Sussex Police
Pet theft taskforce recommendations welcomed

Having sat on the Pet Theft Taskforce earlier this year
I was pleased to see its report published yesterday
with some key recommendations.
The new pet abduction offence will reassure owners
that Government and police take pet theft seriously.
I am delighted that the Taskforce recognises how

pets are more like family members than property for most owners and the emotional impact
of having a pet stolen is a driving factor in proposing a specific offence of abduction.
Yesterday I was delighted to introduce the Sussex Rural Crime team to DEFRA Secretary of
State George Eustice MP to launch the Pet Theft Taskforce report.
He commented that “reports of a rise in pet theft have been worrying. Pet owners shouldn’t
have to live in fear and I am pleased this report acknowledges the unique distress caused by
this crime”.
Inspector Oli Fisher and Sergeant Tom Carter talked the Secretary of State through recent
operations into dog theft and puppy farming, highlighting the enormous sums of money
criminals were making with desperate families handing over sometimes thousands of pounds
in cash to secure a puppy.

Dedicated to tackling crimes including dog theft

DC Sharon Rintoul gave an update on a case following the recovery of 10 dogs by detectives
from Crawley with ongoing work to identify their owners whilst a suspect has been released
under investigation.
Other key recommendations in the Taskforce report will see the Home Office work with
police to ensure pet thefts are recorded in a consistent way with data more easily shared
across forces and through the Criminal Justice System. There will also be improvements to
the recording of pet ownership and transfer of ownership with more information stored on
the current 16 dog microchip databases, creating a single point of data access.
The Taskforce’s recommendations are part of the Government’s plans to make the UK a
global leader in animal welfare with new measures to tackle illegal smuggling of dogs and
puppies.
I am very grateful to our farm owner hosts for allowing ACC Jayne Dando and Sussex Police
to showcase the Rural Crime team and for welcoming the DEFRA visitors. Sussex residents
can be reassured that they have a dedicated unit committed to tackling wildlife, heritage,
environmental and agricultural crime, dog theft and animal exploitation.

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

SHARE WITH A FRIEND
____________________________________________________________________________________________

07.09.2021 Email from WSCC
Making a beeline between coast and Downs

news release
Making a beeline between coast and Downs

Pollinator proactivity at the Lancing Pollinator Highway: Lancing Parish Councillors (from left) Joe
Pannell, Doris Martin and Mandy Buxton
Wildflowers and pollinators are making a comeback in Lancing, where West Sussex County Council’s first
‘Pollinator Highway’ is underway.
The joint project between the County Council, Lancing Parish Council and Adur & Worthing Councils is
helping to provide crucial food sources and habitat links for a variety of insects via the roadside verges.
Just as we use highways to move from place to place, pollinators in West Sussex will soon be able to do
the same. By increasing the biodiversity of plants and wildflowers alongside the A2025's verges, from
the sea to The Downs, bees, moths, butterflies, and other pollinators can thrive.
Joy Dennis, the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, said: “Lancing Pollinator
Highway is a great example of councils working together for the benefit of the environment. It goes to
show we can all play our part in helping pollinators in our neighbourhoods, and the more we help
individually, the greater the benefit.”
Parish Councillor Joe Pannell added: “Bees are responsible for pollinating crops and flowers globally. The
world would be a much different place without the work bees do. We feel, as a local council, leaving the
flowers on the verges around Lancing contributes to the protection of local wildlife. However, we will
cut back any areas that could cause a safety risk to pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists.”
Pollinator Highways will be managed differently to the County Council’s other road verges by:
•
•
•
•

Reducing grass cutting to once per year
Collecting grass cuttings to reduce soil fertility and enable wildflowers to compete against
dominant grasses
Monitoring and tracking biodiversity changes
Not using herbicides to control weed growth. Local residents can help by pulling up and
disposing of troublesome weeds on the pavement (although, do not remove noxious weeds, or
weeds in the gutter or on the road itself- report these problems online via Love West Sussex)

Signage will be installed at intervals along the route and locals will receive a leaflet communicating the
plans for the project with the opportunity to feedback.
Insects don’t fly in straight lines, so we hope a network of mini pollinator havens will be established in
the long run, including neighbouring roads, private gardens, and green spaces along the route.
Deborah Urquhart, the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Change, said,
“Pollinator Highways offer a fantastic opportunity to deliver on our Pollinator Action Plan objectives by
increasing both the area and the connectivity of natural habitats, as well as enabling community
awareness, appreciation and action on local pollinators' needs.”

This is the first of many potential County Council Pollinator Highways, so keep an eye out for future
projects.
Notes to editors
West Sussex Highways also has a pilot project called Community Road Verges (CRVs), which aims to
increase climate resilience through strengthening the biodiversity of local neighbourhoods. CRVs are
identified and often looked after by local communities. These verges receive only one mow per year and
the grass cuttings are collected to reduce soil fertility, benefiting wildflower growth.
This complements the Pollinator highways project and helps to enact the WSCC Pollinator Action Plan.
___________________________________________________________________________

07.09.2021 Email from HDC
Latest news: Horsham Museum set to reopen | LEAP funding for small businesses | 100
years of Royal British Legion

Latest news and information
Horsham Museum and Art Gallery set to
reopen on Saturday 2 October

Horsham District Council is pleased to announce that
Horsham Museum and Art Gallery will reopen its doors to the
public on Saturday 2 October after being closed due to the
lockdown.
Initially, opening days will be Thursdays to Saturdays from
10am to 4pm, though for the first opening weekend it will also
be open on Sunday 3 October.
The Museum’s lockdown closure provided the ideal opportunity for a major refresh of its
galleries and exhibitions.
The refresh has updated and improved our displays and enhanced the character of the 600year-old Museum, so as visitors walk through the 18th-century door, they will still see the
much loved building and garden, but there will also be many new features to enjoy and new
stories to be enjoyed.

Read more

Council flies the Red Ensign to mark
national Merchant Navy Day
Horsham District Council showed its support for the national
‘Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day’ campaign at its
Park House building on Friday 3 September.
The campaign raises awareness of our island nation’s
dependence on Merchant Navy seafarers - past, present and
future.
Present at the raising of the Red Ensign flag were Horsham
District Council Vice Chairman Cllr Kate Rowbottom, Armed Forces Champion Cllr Peter
Burgess and Cllr Karen Burgess.

The next round of LEAP funding is now
available for small businesses

The next round of LEAP funding is now open.
LEAP grants are a small injection of funding of up to £2,000
aimed at start-ups and small businesses based in the
Horsham District, with less than 20 FTE employees. You will
need to match fund the grant funding by contributing towards
25% of your total project cost with your own investment.

Apply now

100 years of Royal British Legion
commemorated in Horsham
A ‘Torch of Remembrance’ relay to mark the centenary of the
Royal British Legion passed through Horsham on Thursday
26 August and was marked by a special ceremony.
The event was held to commemorate 100 years’ service of
the Royal British Legion, passing on the torch of
remembrance from one generation to another to ensure that
the Royal British Legion continues for another 100 years.

Read more

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

