
 

Rudgwick Parish Council 

Weekly Clerk’s Update: 7th February 2022 (Agenda February 2022) 

To: Parish Councillors 

c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)  
       Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)  
 

From: Anna Clayton  

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The weekly update provides information regarding: 

• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk 

• Planning information 

• Correspondence/communications from parishioners 

• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations 
 

       List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis. 

o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex) 
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group) 
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission) 
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) 
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils) 
o HDC (Horsham District Council) 
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils) 
o WSALC (West Sussex Association of Local Councils) 
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions: 

GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are 

working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a 

member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours 

(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).  

• There have been no requests for an election, the vacancy for a Parish Councillor has now 
been advertised. 

•  
 

 
New Applications (Delegated Decision) 

New Planning Applications for reporting at the FPC meeting on 14 February 2022 

Application No Applicant Reason for Application Recommendation Response 
Date  

http://www.apcag.org/


 

     

 
New Applications 

For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14 February 2022 

Application 
No 

Applicant Reason for Application Recommendation  Response 
Date  

     

 
Decisions 

HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14 February 2022 

Application 
No 

Applicant Reason for Application RPC 
Recommendation 

HDC 
Decision  

DC/21/2510 Warhams, 
Naldretts Lane, 

Rudgwick 

Repair and reinstate historic 
timbers and panel infill (Listed 

Building Consent). 

No objection Permitted 

 
Applications going to Committee 

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14 February 2022 

Application 
No 

Applicant Reason for Application RPC 
Recommendation 

Planning 
Committee 

Date 

     

 
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided 

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14 February 2022 

Application No Applicant Reason for Application RPC 
Recommendation 

Public 
Inquiry/Written 
Representation  

     

 
Enforcement Numbers 

Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 14 February 2022 

EN/22/0037 Land at Guildford 
Road Rudgwick 

Alleged: erection of 
shepherd's hut for use as 
AirBnb accommodation 

Pending Consideration 

 

https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=R2B5NGIJFG900
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage


 

Correspondence 

 
04.02.2022 Email from AirS 
February Newsletter 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Seven Sisters, January 2022 

Image by [Lucy May Tarafder] 
    

 

 

Rural Matters Through a Sussex Lens 

 

 

Welcome to the first edition of Action in rural Sussex’s newsletter of 2022. The more 

observant amongst you will notice that we didn’t publish in January due to the 

shortness of the working month. That being said, January was a busy month for us: 



 

 

• We took part in National Village Halls Week (keep reading for an update) more 

details below. during which we arranged for  Sarah Gorrell from BBC Radio 

Sussex to visit Copsale Village Hall and interview halls in Horam and 

Crowborough for her Friday show. A link is included in this newsletter. We also 

linked up with West Sussex  Community Council and the South East Cyber 

Security Centre to provide webinars on EV charge points and Safe Wifi at halls. 

• We held a small retirement gathering for our much-valued Community Halls 

Advisor Louise Beaton. Fortunately, we will still benefit from Louise’s skill and 

knowledge as she remains a Trustee of ACRE, if you want to have an idea of the 

amazing work Louise has carried out on behalf of halls over the past few 

decades do read Alan West’s lovely tribute to her. 

• In other news, we are excited to welcome Robert Horn to our team. Robert 

starts with AirS on 14 February. He shall be a busy man as he will be assisting 

halls not only in the role of Hall Advisor but due to his years of experience 

advising halls will also be able to carry out some of the more specialist 

consultancy work. One of his first tasks will be to help the team deliver our 

forthcoming Village Hall Conference and a programme of online and in-person 

training sessions. 

• Other features include articles on two local village halls, a good news 

announcement from our Housing Team, an inspiring report from an AirS Village 

Agent detailing her involvement in a community nature reserve in Uckfield and 

an update from Mark Whitaker on the Queen’s Green Canopy project in East 

Sussex which AirS is working with the local lieutenancy to deliver. 

But first we kick off with the results of AirS’ Wonderful Woods Photo including an 

article about the life of one of the winners; Miller Kew Moss, written by Karen Laver 

one of our Village Agents. 

 

We hope you enjoy this month's edition. 

 



 

 

 

Winning Photos Announced from 

Sussex's Wonderful Woods Photo Competition 

 

 

 

Action in Rural Sussex (AirS) have announced the winners of their Photography 

Competition, which encouraged local people to visit the beautiful Sussex woodlands. 

The Lewes-based charity called on people to connect with nature, get creative and feel 

the benefits of time spent in the countryside. 

Judging was undertaken by judges Shane Stanbridge, a wildlife photographer who last 

year was featured in the BBC Countryfile Calendar, and photographer Steve Lewis, 

author of the Lewes book “Our Street in Lockdown”, with assistance from Lewes 

photographer Carlotta Luke.  

Steve said “Many people all over Sussex went out more to the countryside during 

Covid lockdowns. These lovely photos show us that the woods are a place of calm and 

wellbeing. Visiting woodlands is good both for our mental health and our physical 

health. That’s why we have to protect our lovely woods from overdevelopment”.   

 

Felix Salter 

Winner Under 10's Category 

Balancing in Waspbourne Wood 



 

 

 

 

Miller Kew-Moss  

Winner 11-17 Category 

Juvenile Buzzard at Plumpton 

 



 

 

 

Julie Ruse 

Winner 18+ Category 

Making a Mandala at Withyham Woods  

 

 

AirS congratulates the winners, runners up and all competition entrants. 

We would also like to thank the generous local companies who donated prizes. 

Amongst the prizes were days out in venues such as Sussex Prairie Gardens, signed 

books by top environmental authors, and children’s books from Bag of Books shop in 

Lewes.   

Follow Action in rural Sussex on Instagram @airssussex to see more of the winning 

images and other AirS news and events. 

 

To hear more about one of the winners of the competition keep reading! 

 

 

 

Meet One of the Winners - Miller Kew Moss 

by Karen Laver, Village Agent with AirS 

 

 



 

 

 

Miller Kew Moss pictured with his younger brother Kip  

Miller Kew Moss, aged 14, from Burgess Hill Young Carers group, won the prize for his 

picture of a juvenile Buzzard, taken in Plumpton. 

  

Miller has always had a keen interest in wildlife, which he attributes to his parents’ 

enjoyment of long walks. Miller received a second-hand digital camera for his birthday 

just before the first lockdown and this really gave him an opportunity to develop his 

appreciation of, and knowledge about, nature. He does this partly by getting a 

photograph when out and zooming in later to identify the wildlife. He particularly 

loves the challenge of photographing birds, who are hard to get a picture of, and 

insects who are hard to notice. He describes them as the unseen beauty of nature. 

  

The joy of getting outside is something Miller shares with his younger brother Kip, 

who he helps to care for. Kip who is 8, needs help with communication and was 

diagnosed with Phenylketonuria syndrome when he was 4 years old. He also has an 

autistic spectrum condition and global developmental delay. Miller plays with him and 



 

 

sometimes gives him a bath and puts him to bed, to give his parents a chance to get 

on with other things. Sometimes Miller and Kip go for a walk together. 

  

Miller has attended the Burgess Hill Young Carers for a few years now. He had tried 

out a few support clubs but liked the community feel of the Burgess Hill group where 

he met nice people who, because they may have similar issues, have a shared 

understanding. Miller particularly enjoyed the recent PGL trip and a forest school 

activity at Bedelands Nature Reserve, which was run in partnership with the Lost 

Woods Project. 

  

The Lost Woods Project is a lottery funded project and is partnership between Action 

in Rural Sussex, The Woodland Trust, Sussex Wildlife Trust and the Small Woods 

Association.  Its aim is to protect and restore some of Sussex’s ancient woodlands that 

are under threat from lack of management and loss of connectivity. Part of the project 

is helping communities reconnect with their local woodlands for their own wellbeing. 

  

Miller appreciates visiting woodlands just because it helps take your mind off anything 

you are worrying about and gets things in perspective. So it’s good for your mental 

health. Miller reflects that woods in some ways stayed the same for hundreds of years 

whilst so much of society has changed, and Miller feels it’s a shame that people don’t 

notice them now or appreciate as much as they used to in the past. 

  

Miller recommends that next time you have the opportunity to go to some woods, 

that you just stop, look up, look down, and sit for long enough till you see some 

wildlife. It’ll aways happen and you’ll feel good about it. 

  

Miller imagines his photography will always be at least a hobby and it would be a 

dream job if he could travel with his camera as a photographer.  Check out more of 

Millers photographs on Instagram @mikemo_hobs 

 



 

 

 

Action in rural Sussex Celebrates Village Halls Week  

 

 

 

 

 

Village Halls Week is a national campaign, shining a spotlight on the contribution 

England’s 10,000+ village halls make to rural communities. It is an opportunity for hall 

management committees to celebrate their work and get inspiration from others. 

Each day of the week had a theme one of which was Beacons of Hope for a 

Sustainable Future. Leigh Ellen Skeggs explains below the measures they are taking at 

Horam Village Hall to improve its energy efficiency, biodiversity and accessibility.  

  

 

Horam Village Hall 

Beacons of Hope for a More Sustainable Future  

 

 

 



 

 

The hall is a popular venue for parties, weddings and other events. 

At Horam Village Hall we have recently changed our heating to be more efficient using 

a Tesla battery connected to our solar panels. The whole project is using the most up 

to date technologies to harness solar energy and use it efficiently to better suit the 

needs of the hall and provide improved thermal comfort for users. The new hot water 

cylinder is designed to store hot water for longer, we increased the loft insulation to 

270mm and replaced the old windows with new PVCu, toughened, double glazed 

windows. We also replaced the existing lighting that used T8 tubes with LED 

equivalent downlighter lamps. These improvements help us to optimise the current 

resources that we have and adopt eco-innovative and low carbon solutions that will 

improve the hall at the same time as contributing to the protection and preservation 

of the environment. 

  

In addition to the hall, we are also committed to managing the outdoor space 

(recreation ground) responsibly, we have recently received planning permission for 

our GAP project - Get Active Pathway to provide a 1km exercise path and pump track. 

We are planning to use surfacing made from recycled lorry tyres, and the spoil from 

the path excavation will be used in the construction of the pumptrack, saving on lorry 

trips to carry the soil away. The project will increase biodiversity through improved 

habitat management and tree planting, encourage people to get outdoors all year 

round and improve the access to the local environment. The recently installed 

playground, outdoor gym, skatepark and table tennis tables add to the GAP project 

and create an important health destination for a range of users, so that local people 

don’t have to drive elsewhere to exercise. We are aiming to install electric car 

charging points and cycle racks in our car park. 

  

We surveyed various groups of people in Horam, which showed people were 

supportive of green energy, expressed that we should all do something to combat 

climate change to help the government meet climate change targets. It will educate 



 

 

the young users about renewable energy and the move away from fossil fuels. People 

had strong opinion that we need to all start with renewable energy or will we never 

work out a solution to climate change. People who had solar panels on their own 

homes were interested in latest technologies to store the electricity in the battery. 

  

Reducing electricity costs by reducing heating demand will secure the future of the 

village hall which is the fabric of rural and community life. 

. 

 

 

Click on the link below to listen to Sarah Gorrell's show recorded at Copsale Village 

Hall near Horsham. 

  

Sarah Gorrell - 28/01/2022 - BBC Sounds 

  

 

The Queen's Green Canopy for This Platinum Jubilee Year  

 

 

 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=766d5d73fe&e=36cc892044


 

 

The Duchess of Cornwall with hospice gardener Kevin Loveland planting an 

ornamental pear tree at St Wilfrid’s Hospice 

The Queen’s Green Canopy initiative aims to encourage people throughout the UK to 

plant trees to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee this year and the Queen’s 70 years of 

service. The East Sussex Lieutenancy project based at Action in rural Sussex is 

encouraging planting in East Sussex and Brighton & Hove. We’re part of the project 

working to create a national canopy of trees to help reduce the impact of climate 

change, filter air, increase wildlife habitat and improve the environment for everyone. 

How to take part 

We would love everyone to get involved in planting a commemorative tree, whether 

in your own garden or as part of community groups and other organisations with 

access to suitable land in your neighbourhood. Most gardens can accommodate a 

decorative or fruiting tree and there are plenty of options for smaller spaces. Trees 

need to be carefully chosen to ensure they are suitable for the location and there 

needs to be a plan for ongoing monitoring and care, but it’s not complicated! 

 

Some trees are generalists and can thrive almost anywhere but others may have 

specific requirements such as soil type, how wet or dry the ground is, and exposure to 

the weather. Make sure you choose a tree that will grow happily in your local 

conditions. Usually those native trees growing naturally in your local landscape are the 

species that will thrive in those conditions and provide the greatest benefit to wildlife. 

For guidance on tree planting for the Jubilee as well as information on what's 

happening across East Sussex for the Queen's Green Canopy visit 

Queen’s Green Canopy | Action in rural Sussex 

What’s been happening 

Most commemorative tree planting will happen in the planting season in the autumn 

and winter of this year, but some trees have been planted already. Queen’s Green 

Canopy trees have been planted at four East Sussex hospices. The first, at St Wilfrid’s 

Hospice in Eastbourne, in early November 2021 was honoured with a Royal visit by the 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=022abb6459&e=36cc892044


 

 

Duchess of Cornwall, and trees have also been planted at St Michael’s, in St Leonards-

on-Sea, at St Peter & St James Hospice in Chailey and at Hospice in the Weald’s 

Cottage Hospice in Five Ashes. There is more information about these plantings and 

some photos here: 

Hospices celebrate the Queen’s Green Canopy | Action in rural Sussex 

In Eastbourne, at an event attended by lots of interested local people, 30 Sakura 

cherry trees given to Eastbourne by the Japanese Government were planted in 

Hampden Park. 

At Eridge Park Estate near Tunbridge Wells, the Lord-Lieutenant of East Sussex 

Andrew Blackman and Nusrat Ghani MP planted two disease-resistant elms in 

December, close to where there used to be a beautiful line of elms. There is more 

information about the planting and some photos here: The Queen’s Green Canopy 

comes to life in Sussex | Action in rural Sussex 

Other tree plantings are planned in the coming months, on the Spa Valley Railway and 

in the South Downs National Park at Glyndebourne. 

 We would love to hear about your own tree planting projects; please share your plans 

with Mark on his email below. If you have planted a commemorative tree please send 

us any photos or stories so we can feature them on our website.   

mark.whitaker@ruralsussex.org.uk 

  

 

£450,000 Secured from the Community Housing Fund for Sussex Community 

Land Trusts  

 

 

 Angmering CLT, Herstmonceux CLT, Bexhill CLT and Eastbourne CLT have all had 

successful bids for pre-development funds from the national Community Housing 

Fund (CHF). Sussex Hub Advisors, Graham and Tom supported these community led 

housing groups with these bids which include a range of costs from legal to site 

enabling works for that critical period up to planning and then start on site. These 

funds will allow these frontrunner projects to get over the line in terms of meeting 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=d84dfa61cb&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=b9517e27a5&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=b9517e27a5&e=36cc892044
mailto:mark.whitaker@ruralsussex.org.uk


 

 

those key milestones. These CLT schemes will provide 52 affordable homes for local 

people in perpetuity, for rent and shared ownership.  

  

 

All Change at AirS Village Hall Service 

Action in rural Sussex bids a fond farewell to Louise Beaton OBE  

 

 

 

 

Louise Beaton after receiving her OBE from Princess Anne earlier this month 

Louise Beaton is retiring from her role as Consultant Community Halls Adviser for AirS, 

this month, though gradually completing the work for halls for which she is already 

committed as she hands over to Robert Horn who has been appointed as AiRS new 

Village halls Advisor.  Louise has been with AirS since 2000, first as Village Halls Adviser 

and then as a consultant. She has also provided support for the ACRE Network village 

halls services nationally, which she will continue to do as a trustee of ACRE and 

through remaining on the Sussex Community Buildings Advisory Group (SCBAG), so 

will not lose touch completely. She is also writing a book about the history of village 

halls nationally, which was delayed by Covid.    She has asked us to share with you how 



 

very much she has enjoyed working with so many dedicated people, helping you 

deliver the facilities your community needs, and that she could not have done so 

without the help, experience and support of the fabulous volunteers who form SCBAG, 

and particularly Chairman Alan West and, his predecessor, David Robins.”    

 Alan West, Chairman of SCBAG and Ringmer Village Hall reminisces on working with 

Louise over the years 

I first met Louise in 2009 at a conference for volunteers running village halls. Her 

outstanding ability to encourage others to be involved resulted in me being voted on 

to the executive and ultimately Chairman of the National Village Hall Forum. Over the 

subsequent years, I have had the pleasure of working with Louise on many issues 

persuading national and local government officers and the elected representatives to 

give support to village / community halls and rural communities. 

 

A notable success was the decision by the Government in 2019 to introduce a trial 

grant scheme of three million pounds that would represent 20% of the cost of a major 

community building scheme. In effect refunding the VAT paid on the works. This grant 

scheme was born out of many years of lobbying by Louise and Deborah Clark of ACRE 

on the issue of VAT charged on extensions to halls - the scheme’s design was initiated 

and driven by Louise. Sadly the scheme was not repeated in the last budget, but the 

precedent is there to be pushed in the future. 

 

Rural village halls are at the heart of the community; Louise recognises this and 

worked hard to ensure that no village hall need close because of a lack of volunteers. 

She has worked with the communities to find volunteers to take on the Trustee role - 

it is not only finding the volunteers that is important, but Louise also ensured they are 

aware of their responsibilities.  

 

As chairman of the Sussex Community Building Advisory Group, I have relied on Louise 

to ensure that the group are at the forefront of understanding, giving feedback and 

implementing changes in legislation that may impact on village and community halls.  



 

 

 

Village and community halls are businesses run by volunteers with good intentions, 

but the complexity of current law and new laws can have unintended consequences. 

Without the scrutiny and input of Louise, there would undoubtedly be legislation that 

made life more difficult for volunteers.    

Over many years, Louise has supported and given advice in a manner in which the 

recipient can have complete confidence. It is my privilege to have worked with her 

and I wish her well for the future. 

 

 

An Introduction to Robert Horn, The New Community Buildings Advisor and 

Consultant for AirS 

 

 

 

Robert started his career as a trainee building surveyor before switching to organise 

international scientific conferences for the Ministry of Defence. In 2002 he started 

working in the ACRE network in Suffolk as an administrator and PAT tester, stepping in 

to help with some Village Halls advice in 2005 which turned out to be a catalyst. He is 

passionate about all aspects of community buildings from governance to physical 

structures and even health and safety. He has delivered many training courses to 

charity trustees and even served on his own village hall committee. He has helped 

groups to set up charitable trusts, CIOs and even charitable companies. In recent years 

he has also offered guidance and training to parish and town councils who are 

struggling with halls whether as custodian trustee, appointing body, or as sole trustee. 



 

 

  

He has been a trustee director and volunteer with a sailing charity for ten years and 

has recently qualified to teach powerboating. In his free time he plays music with 

several groups and an orchestra and enjoys messing around with old cars. 

"I am delighted to be coming to work for AirS and support village halls and all 

community buildings across East and West Sussex. I strongly believe that they are the 

key hub to rural life and should be celebrated. The volunteers who run these buildings 

are the lifeblood of rural communities. I am looking forward to meeting you all! " 

Robert starts his role as Community Buildings at AirS on 14th February  

 

 

Louise Beaton writes: 

 I was absolutely delighted to hear that Robert Horn has accepted the post of Village 

Halls Adviser.  I have known Robert for years and thoroughly respect his knowledge 

and experience working with village and community halls, charities and parish 

councils. More importantly, he shares that innate enthusiasm and passion for 

supporting the volunteers and staff who run village and community halls that is the 

hallmark of AirS, our wonderful Sussex Community Buildings Advisory Group and the 

whole ACRE Network.  I’m looking forward to working with him during handover.  

  If you don't subscribe to our Village Halls Service and would like to find out more, 

email Sarah at 

 villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk 

    

 

 

Selby Meadow, Uckfield – A Green Sanctuary for People and Wildlife 

Chiara Vagnarelli, AirS Village Agent Reports Back 

 

 

I first visited Selby Meadow in 2015 and met the local people who as members of 

Newtown Action Group, (NAG) a residents’ association, became its guardians in 2010, 

successfully putting forward a case to lease the land from Uckfield Town Council. 

mailto:villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk


 

 

 

Selby Meadow is located to the south of the town and west of Uckfield Hospital. In 

2010 it was a neglected allotment site which was becoming clogged with refuse and 

other dumped materials and was due to become part of a planned housing 

development site. Through community action the site was saved and Newtown Action 

Group, together with other local residents, worked to clear the site of rubbish and 

created a wildlife haven and a peaceful and relaxing green space for all. In the words 

of its chair Velda Reed: 

  

“We aspire to keep the place chemical free, keeping it diverse in native plants and 

wildlife and people friendly, creating areas for natural imaginative play, restful 

reflection and for nature to thrive". 

 

 

  

 

Chiara meets volunteers at Selby Meadow & paintings created at one of the 

activities  

 

Funded to work in the area for a couple of years, I supported Velda and Linda and 

other members of the association to plan and deliver community events that would 

encourage new families to visit and enjoy the space and hopefully encourage new 

volunteers to help care for the space. To this end, Selby Meadow and NAG were 

recipients of an AirS allocated Reaching Communities Grant. 

 



 

 

Now five years later I have the privilege to work with them again via the ESCC Making 

it Happen funded programme and last week myself and my manager Community 

Based Service Lead Steve Lewis visited Selby Meadow. 

 

 It was indeed like re-visiting old friends and it was wonderful to see the site is well 

used by families and by wildlife.  It’s a two-way relationship, benefitting all. Residents 

and neighbours; many of whose homes and gardens back on to Selby Meadow are 

always willing to lend a hand, make donations of plants and seeds, etc. making it a real 

community project. In fact, more recently a neighbour who keeps bees has benefitted 

from the flowers planted especially for the bees by Velda and crew, and of course the 

flowers have benefitted too. 

 "When we need help on a project we ask the neighbours. " 

“Families use it for kids parties. It's not posh, we don’t charge, 

so everyone can use it”. 

 Velda and Linda told us about their new plans and we told them about the 

opportunity to submit an application for our Making it Happen Programme Small 

Sparks Grant. Velda described how a 180 year old Oak tree nurtures a variety of birds 

and insects, as do the many other trees and old tree trunks on the site. The aim is to 

encourage more activities for children and young people so they can learn about the 

trees and other natural habitats in the meadow. There are also plans to have willow 

fencing erected around the site, as the new mixed hedge to be planted by Uckfield 

Council will need time to grow. 

 



 

 

 

Springtime Event at Selby Meadow  

 

Alongside the existing small herb garden and play areas, Velda is hoping to develop a 

forest time space and associated activities for children. Another popular activity on 

site is the Mud Kitchen. It’s now showing wear and tear, so needs replacing and 

through my contact with them; Uckfield Men’s Shed is donating their time, wood and 

carpentry skills to a new Mud Kitchen. 

The grant will be of great help to kick start the new activities but alongside this 

funding, Selby Meadow needs new volunteers, to continue to build on the wonderful 

legacy, bringing new energy and ideas.  Velda, Linda and the crew would welcome 

new faces and especially love to hear from young people and parents and carers about 

what they would like to see happen and what they could contribute. 

If you would like to find out more about getting involved you can get in touch with the 

team via the Selby Meadow Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Selby-Meadow-

213401622014644/ 

For more information on the Making it Happen project 

email: makingithappen@sussexcommunity.org.uk  

  

Do you have a project or campaign you would like us to feature in our 

newsletter? If so we would love to hear from you. 

 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=94a2732fdb&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=94a2732fdb&e=36cc892044
mailto:makingithappen@sussexcommunity.org.uk


 

 

If you require further information related to any of the items included in this 

newsletter, have any questions, or would like to suggest subjects for future 

issues, then please email Sarah Blake at 

info@ruralsussex.org.uk 

 

 

  

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

02.02.2022 Email from NALC 

NALC Newsletter 

   

 

 

MP supports remote meetings 
On 24 January 2022, Michael Gove MP, supported 

calls to allow local (parish and town) councils to have 

remote meetings.  

 

 

 

Calls to legislate standards report 

Mark Garnier MP asked Kemi Badenoch MP to 

“confirm if and when the government will legislate to 

implement the recommendations”. 

 

 

 

Major inquiry highlights health divide 

The conclusions of a three-year inquiry into rural 

health and care by the APPG for Rural Health has 

been published. 

 

   

mailto:villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20Newsletter%20&body=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20the%20newsletter
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=b26e420c03&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=b26e420c03&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=fd73695af5&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=e3d9b0cb9f&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=e3d9b0cb9f&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=8a78508e6d&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=fea9e4961d&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=d6d549907f&e=bf12218672


 

01.02.2022 Email from HDC 
Publication of plan: February 2022, Cabinet 

 

Council and cabinet meetings 

Agendas, minutes and publications 

  

Tuesday, 1st February, 2022, 11.13 am - Publication of plan: February 2022, 

Cabinet. 

  

Tuesday, 1st February, 2022, 4.03 pm - Agenda published: Meeting of 

Wednesday, 9th February, 2022 6.00 pm, Council. 

 

Stay connected 

 

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, 
West Sussex, 
RH12 1RL 
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The Chichester Local Plan Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 The Chichester Local Plan Review  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDEuNTI2ODEwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hvcnNoYW0ubW9kZXJuZ292LmNvLnVrL21nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4P0xMTD0wJlBsYW5JZD0xODQmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.h9OeCNfwMtSohS0fiGxMq5mFAUi9d7UiU_4SVI2VSR8/s/747623833/br/125933672139-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDEuNTI2ODEwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hvcnNoYW0ubW9kZXJuZ292LmNvLnVrL21nTGlzdFBsYW5JdGVtcy5hc3B4P0xMTD0wJlBsYW5JZD0xODQmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.h9OeCNfwMtSohS0fiGxMq5mFAUi9d7UiU_4SVI2VSR8/s/747623833/br/125933672139-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDEuNTI3MDcyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hvcnNoYW0ubW9kZXJuZ292LmNvLnVrL2llQWdlbmRhLmFzcHg_TExMPTAmTT0xOTAzJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.TfACRbr_ZJ-ddX9eRC62QBvAr58s-JqBEWfJjs5khdg/s/747623833/br/125956737905-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDEuNTI3MDcyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hvcnNoYW0ubW9kZXJuZ292LmNvLnVrL2llQWdlbmRhLmFzcHg_TExMPTAmTT0xOTAzJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.TfACRbr_ZJ-ddX9eRC62QBvAr58s-JqBEWfJjs5khdg/s/747623833/br/125956737905-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDEuNTI2ODEwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vSG9yc2hhbURDP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.itt0dZXkAsGWlaMRebe3TWguqEsa6fGo-fw33nesvxU/s/747623833/br/125933672139-l
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDEuNTI2ODEwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS9jaGFubmVsL1VDR2ZkUm9Day1nMjI1UmxVZ0dIVGtsQT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.dWI4djrEJh89E8jEfNTxQnMmcWYv9CQKda20bEVl-Vc/s/747623833/br/125933672139-l
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Last year, we told you that the Government housing targets for the Chichester Local 
Plan area are unlikely to be met due to complex infrastructure and funding issues. 
 
As you know, we have carried out extensive work and research that shows that 
improvements to the A27 Chichester Bypass, a Stockbridge Link Road and sustainable 
transport infrastructure are required in order to meet our full housing needs as 
determined by the Government.  
 
We also told you that at the moment, there isn’t sufficient external funding to deliver 
the full package of A27 mitigation improvements and infrastructure improvements, 
and so currently the Chichester Local Plan is currently unlikely to be able to meet the 
full housing targets set by the Government. 
 
We also explained that we have spoken to a Planning Inspector who has said that 
before concluding that our housing needs cannot be met, we need to determine what 
level of housing could be achieved based on deliverable improvements to the A27; 
consider whether our full housing needs could be met another way, which means 
looking again at other parts of the Local Plan area; and investigate if neighbouring 
authorities can help meet our housing needs.  
 
You can read a more detailed update on this in our recent issue of our initiatives 
magazine: https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/36381/Initiatives-magazine---Issue-
88---Winter-2021/pdf/Initiatives_magazine_-_Issue_88_-_Winter_2021.pdf  
Since then, we have been busy moving things forward. We are carrying out huge 
amounts of work, looking at the amount and location of housing that can be 
accommodated sustainably and what new roads and other critical infrastructure 
would be needed. This is not a simple exercise because it requires us to carry out 
detailed assessments, accounting for all sorts of things, from the environmental 
impact, to local economic needs.  
What have we achieved so far? 
 

• We’ve started looking at options around the redistribution of housing and 
the number of homes that we believe the Chichester plan area could 
accommodate in view of infrastructure and environmental constraints. 
We are also carrying out further transport studies to see how these 
options could work. 

• We’ve spoken to our neighbouring authorities to see if they would be able 
to help us meet our housing needs. These conversations are ongoing. 

• We’ve contacted local infrastructure providers to gather evidence on 
what will be required moving forward. 

https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/36381/Initiatives-magazine---Issue-88---Winter-2021/pdf/Initiatives_magazine_-_Issue_88_-_Winter_2021.pdf
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/36381/Initiatives-magazine---Issue-88---Winter-2021/pdf/Initiatives_magazine_-_Issue_88_-_Winter_2021.pdf


 

What steps are left to take 

• Once the updated transport studies have been revised, we will then meet 
with National Highways and West Sussex County Council to get their 
views. 

• We will complete a further appraisal of other parts of the plan area to 
assess the scope for development there. 

• If the highway authorities are happy, we will then meet with the Planning 
Inspectorate again to review where we are up to and to see if they are 
happy for us to move to the next stage. 

• If they are happy with our progress, we will then complete the draft plan 
and consult with you on it. 

• The feedback you provide us will then be packaged alongside the plan and 
submitted to the Inspector. 

• The Planning Inspector will then review the plan as part of the 
Examination process and hopefully, this will be approved and adopted. 

Myth buster 
We recognise that there has been a lot of concern around the special qualities, 
infrastructure and environmental constraints of the Manhood Peninsula. We want to 
assure you that these have been recognised in the emerging plan, which seeks to 
direct the bulk of future development elsewhere in the plan area. 
If, through our work on the Local Plan Review, there is evidence that the 
Government’s housing requirements cannot be achieved, it is then for the Planning 
Inspector to decide if less housing should be delivered.  

 
 

 

31.01.2022 Email from HDC 
Economic Development Yearly Report January 2021 - January 2022 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Economic Development Team at Horsham District Council.  

  

Please find a link to this year’s Economic Development Report. It outlines the projects, campaigns 

and work the Economic Development Team at HDC have been doing across another challenging 

year.  

    

Kind Regards,  

https://rudgwickpc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/webpage/Efu__KyNt1VDmyBa8gNb-DEBxZByqdzve4_hJ9i-8yWFDg?e=Sp4Vsg


 

Jessica   Galloway 
 

Graduate Trainee 
 

Phone   01403 215107 

 

Email: Jessica.Galloway@horsham.gov.uk  
  

 

 

 

  

  
   

 

  

 
   

 

26.01.2022 Email from HDC 
HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL - STREET NAMING & NUMBERING – RUDGWICK PARISH COUNCIL 
AREA 

Dear Parish Clerk, 

Please find below for your information the postal address details of the following new individual 

properties within your parish council area.  

NEW INDIVIDUAL POSTAL ADDRESSES 

Development   Postal Address 

Conversion of ground floor shop area into 

three flats, Rudgwick Food & Wine, Church 

Street, Rudgwick 

- 1, 2 & 3 Ridgeway Court, Church Street, 

Rudgwick RH12 3ET 

  

Thank you 

Andy Flack – Street Naming 

Email: Andy.Flack@horsham.gov.uk  

 
  

 

 

 

     

 

  

 
   

28.01.2022 Email from HDC 
Precept Summary 22/23 
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PARISH Increase 2022/23 
2022-23 

Base 
2022-23 

Ctax Increase 

  

in 
Precept 

% 
Precept 
Amt (£) 

@ Band D 
(£) @ Band 

D (£) 

in Band 
D % 

Amberley 9.9 31,341.00 326.5 95.99 10.5 

Ashington 1.1 102,984.00 1,160.9 88.71 0.0 

Ashurst 1.1 13,200.00 144.5 91.35 2.2 

Billingshurst 8.8 444,735.00 4,370.0 101.77 6.6 

Bramber 3.7 28,141.42 416.8 67.52 2.2 

Broadbridge Heath 5.9 127,701.00 2,335.0 54.69 5.0 

Coldwaltham 1.0 16,668.00 477.3 34.92 -0.7 

Colgate 5.9 28,530.00 1,727.0 16.52 2.0 

Cowfold 9.1 69,980.00 870 80.44 5.4 

Henfield 5.0 277,355.00 2,741.0 101.19 3.0 

Itchingfield 10.8 72,000.00 784.1 91.83 9.7 

Lower Beeding 0.4 37,385.00 556.5 67.18 -0.9 

North Horsham 3.1 349,011.00 8,755.2 39.86 1.9 

Nuthurst 5.3 52,498.00 1,081.3 48.55 2.9 

Parham 3.7 5,413.00 127.4 42.49 3.7 

Pulborough 5.6 257,362.00 2,593.6 99.23 2.5 

Rudgwick 2.4 105,424.00 1,454.6 72.48 1.7 

Rusper 23.8 41,788.00 943.7 44.28 21.5 

Shermanbury 12.2 25,329.00 308.1 82.21 2.7 

Shipley -17.3 29,175.42 644.8 45.25 -18.2 

Slinfold 5.0 62,770.00 941.8 66.65 2.5 

Southwater -21.8 537,522.00 4,653.9 115.50 -21.2 

Steyning 3.1 332,357.00 2,602.2 127.72 1.8 

Storrington & Sullington 2.9 252,489.50 3,350.0 75.37 2.0 

Thakeham 2.0 62,780.00 1,082.0 58.02 0.0 

Upper Beeding 6.7 212,850.00 1,457.8 146.01 5.0 

Warnham 8.0 92,755.72 1,018.4 91.08 4.8 

Washington 1.8 42,347.76 1,108.0 38.22 0.0 

West Chiltington 4.5 152,514.00 2,238.9 68.12 2.4 

West Grinstead 1.4 72,500.00 1,318.9 54.97 0.0 

Wiston 0.0 4,156.00 104.9 39.62 -0.7 

Woodmancote  50.0 13,141.00 275.7 47.66 49.7 

      

 

 

28.01.2022 Email from NALC 
Chief Executives Bulletin 



 

 

   

Remote meetings 
In a House of Commons debate on 24 January, the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, 
Housing and Communities, Michael Gove MP, declared himself to be “strongly in 
sympathy with the view that hybrid meetings should continue in order to ensure the 
maximum amount of efficiency”. I very much hope this is a positive step forward and 
we are continuing to urge the government to make permanent the provision for 
councils at all levels to be allowed to hold remote meetings. This week our chair, Cllr 
Keith Stevens, was a signatory to a joint letter from several national local government 
bodies to the opposition parties calling for their support. And if you haven’t done so 
already, please sign the petition calling on the government and Parliament to allow 
councils to have the choice to meet remotely here. 
 
New NALC report on 2021 local council elections 
Earlier this week we published our report on the 2021 local (parish and town) council 
elections. The data captured will help our ongoing work and help to shape the range 
of resources available for local councils and county associations. Here’s a summary of 
the report and our recommendations: 

• Local elections in 2021 were hindered by ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. Wider 
social contract rules prevented many candidates from campaigning in person 
and resulted in decreased voter turnout in several councils. However, the 
move to virtual meetings has encouraged positive increases in council meeting 
attendance, expressions of interest and council diversity. 

• The research found that the number of councillors elected through contested 
elections has significantly increased from 29% in 2019, to 38%. Despite the 
positive change, 44% of local councils reported the need to co-opt seats. The 
data also showed that local councils require further support from county 
associations and principal authorities in raising awareness of local elections. 

• Several recommendations have been made for the improvement of the 
election process and we will be engaging with the sector and external 
stakeholders to bring about these changes. These include increasing election 
coverage through regional and national media, working with principal councils 
to capture election data, encouraging people to run for election through 
‘talent spotting’ and lobbying the Electoral Commission and the government to 
simplify and digitalise local elections. 

Thank you to all local councillors, local councils and county associations who took the 
time to complete our 2021 elections surveys which helped make this report possible! 
 
Media coverage 

https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=c71288e00e&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=18d5321a25&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=b31c55250a&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=b31c55250a&e=bf12218672


 

It was good to see BBC Look North cover NALC’s opposition to government proposals 
that will impact the country’s burial grounds, including those run by our local councils. 
Our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, featured in the story alongside 
colleagues from Skegness Town Council which can you watch again here. 
 
Fortnightly meeting with county officers 
At this week’s fortnightly meeting with county officers, we were pleased to be joined 
by government officials from the Central Digital and Data Office in the Cabinet Office. 
They gave a presentation on the work they were doing on the security of GOV.UK 
domains and it was interesting to note that local (parish and town) councils account 
for just over half of the 3,600 domains. They are also conducting a survey which you 
may have received already and been unsure of its legitimacy; we have offered to help 
promote the survey and further information is being provided to county associations 
to share with councils. Other subjects covered at the meeting included proposals for 
NALC’s events programme including NALC Star Council Awards and local government 
pay. 
 
Rural Coalition 
NALC’s chair, Cllr Keith Stevens, met the rural affairs minister, Lord Benyon, at the 
meeting of the Rural Coalition on 26 January, here’s a summary:  

• The minister indicated that the levelling up white paper was due to be 
published very soon. He stressed that levelling out was important too – to 
more remote places to unlock rural potential and support businesses and 
residents. He was confident the white paper would have a positive impact on 
rural communities. The Coalition raised concern that the government’s plans 
to achieve net-zero by decarbonising domestic heating could have a 
disproportionately negative impact on rural areas. We also flagged up the 
forthcoming publication of a report by the All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
rural services demonstrating how, for too long, people in rural and coastal 
areas have experienced poorer access to health and social care. 

• There was a discussion on levelling up and devolution which included 
considering the potential rural implications of the forthcoming white paper, 
responding as a Coalition when it is published and organising a parliamentary 
event. 

• The Coalition has also agreed to undertake further work on the theme of 
young people. 

NALC Policy Committee 
NALC’s Policy Committee, which oversees the development and promotion of our 
policy objectives, met on 25 January. In advance of the draft minutes being published 
here’s a summary:  

https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=178a62baa6&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=ab21cc0c70&e=bf12218672


 

 

• The Committee endorsed proposals for their work programme which includes 
reviewing aspects of our policy development and promotion process, 
responding to the levelling up white paper and a new big theme for this year 
on planning, housing and neighbourhood planning. 

• Councillors were keen to forge a closer working relationship with the Society of 
Local Council Clerks on policy issues and agreed to invite Shelley Parker, 
external affairs and policy development manager, to the next meeting.  

• They considered policy motions from the Wiltshire Association of Local 
Councils on urban council gulls, agreeing to make representations to the 
government on the approval of licenses and to undertake further research; 
from the Hampshire Association of Local Councils regarding changing 
councillor numbers through community governance reviews, which wasn’t 
supported; and from the Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local 
Council, where they supported measures to ensure compliance of planning 
applications through building control. 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
In 2022, Her Majesty The Queen will become the first British monarch to celebrate a 
Platinum Jubilee and celebrations to mark the Queen’s historic 70-year reign will occur 
throughout the UK and the Commonwealth as part of a year-long programme of 
events. The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities has asked us to 
share a letter from the secretary of state, Michael Gove, MP which highlights 
opportunities for local councils and communities to engage with the Platinum Jubilee 
– you can read more on this here. 
 
Coastal Communities 
Continuing to build effective relationships and working closely with our partners 
including the other local government sector bodies was among the priorities of our 
chair, Cllr Keith Stevens, set out in his recent open letter. So it was good this week to 
meet up with Emily Cunningham from the Local Government Association and swap 
notes on their Special Interest Group on Coastal Issues and our own NALC National 
Network: Coastal Communities. I’m also delighted that Emily will be the guest speaker 
at our next meeting on 21 March – you can find out more about all our networks and 
sign up on our dedicated webpage. And for the Twitterers among you, do give Emily 
and her colleagues a follow at @LGACoastalSIG. 
 
And finally… 
It was great this week to hear the leader of Hartlepool Council praise local councils in 
his area and call for more to be set up in the unparished areas. We’ll be working with 
the county association to offer our help to do just that!  
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