
Rudgwick Parish Council 

Weekly Clerk’s Update: 14th March 2022 (Agenda April 2022) 

To: Parish Councillors 

c.c: Christian Mitchell (West Sussex County Councillor)  
       Richard Landeryou (Horsham District Councillor)  
 

From: Anna Clayton  

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The weekly update provides information regarding: 

• Announcements/delegated decisions by the Clerk 

• Planning information 

• Correspondence/communications from parishioners 

• Correspondence/communications from outside organisations 
 

       List of organisations that communicate with the Council on a regular basis. 

o AIRS (Action in Rural Sussex) 
o APCAG (Association of Parish Councils Aviation Group) 
o CAGNE (Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission) 
o CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) 
o HALC (Horsham Association of Local Councils) 
o HDC (Horsham District Council) 
o NALC (National Association of Local Councils) 
o WSALC (West Sussex Association of Local Councils) 
o WSCC (West Sussex District Council) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Clerk’s announcements/delegated decisions: 

GENERAL REMINDER: Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parish Office staff are 

working their regular hours but not always in the office. If you wish to speak face to face to a 

member of staff, please contact the Clerk on 07927 702321 during her office working hours 

(Monday – Wednesday 9.30 – 15.30).  

• Potholes at the bottom of Cooks Hill reported to WSCC Highways – response from Highway 
`Friday, March 11, 2022 - Enquiry closed : Thank you for your report. We are already aware 
of the location and jobs have been raised to carry out the necessary repairs imminently.  

•  
 
New Applications (Delegated Decision) 

New Planning Applications for reporting at the FPC meeting on 11 April 2022 

Application No Applicant Reason for Application Recommendation Response 
Date  

http://www.apcag.org/


DC/21/2705 
04.03.2022 

3 Crossways Cottages, 
Tismans Common, 

Rudgwick 

Application to confirm the 
continuous use of the dwelling 
for C3 purposes, by a person 
not engaged in agriculture or 

forestry, for a period in excess 
of ten years (Lawful 

Development Certificate - 
Existing) 

 Not 
available 

DC/22/0431 
23.02.2022 

Skylarks, Hermongers 
Farm, Hermongers, 

Rudgwick 

Prior notification for the 
installation of solar panels to 

existing agricultural barn 
previously approved under 

DC/19/2572. 

 24.03.2022 

 

New Applications 

For discussion at Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11 April 2022 

Application 
No 

Applicant Reason for Application Recommendation  Response 
Date  

     

 
Decisions 

HDC Council Decisions – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11 April 2022 

Application 
No 

Applicant Reason for Application RPC 
Recommendation 

HDC 
Decision  

DC/22/0018 
 

Burnalls, Bucks 
Green, Rudgwick 

Demolition of existing garage 
and erection of a replacement 

garage. 

No objection Permitted 

 
Applications going to Committee 

Applications going to Committee – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11 April 2022 

Application 
No 

Applicant Reason for Application RPC 
Recommendation 

Planning 
Committee 

Date 

     

 
Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided 

Appeals Lodged / Appeals Decided – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11 April 2022 

https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=R3L2CRIJFT000
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=R829PMIJ0GX00
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=R5APUKIJG7Y00


Application No Applicant Reason for Application RPC 
Recommendation 

Public 
Inquiry/Written 
Representation  

     

 
Enforcement Numbers 

Enforcement Numbers – Rudgwick Parish Council Meeting 11 April 2022 

    

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Correspondence with HDC Planning 

Letter sent to HDC Planning re DC/21/2211  

Rudgwick Hall 

Bucks Green 

Rudgwick 

West Sussex 

RH12 3JJ 

Tel: 01403 822678 

E-mail: clerk@rudgwickpc.co.uk  
 

  
24th February 2022 

Planning Department 
Horsham District Council 
Parkside, Chart Way 
Horsham 
West Sussex RH12 1RL 
 
 
Dear Emma Parkes and Lynn Lambert  
 
DC/21/2211 – Oakfield 

Rudgwick Parish Council (RPC) wishes to raise a matter of fundamental concern regarding the above 
planning application, which was considered at Planning North on 1st February 2022.  

In its consultation response, RPC (along with a number of residents, one actually supplying a plan) 
pointed out that the footprint of the proposed replacement dwelling encroached over the BUAB line, 
into countryside. This was contrary to the applicants planning statement where it was stated that all 
the development was within the defined settlement boundary. 

In the committee report, the case officer noted in paras 3.8 and 3.9 that the parish council and public 
had indeed advised there was an incursion outside of the BUAB. However in para 6.3 he simply wrote, 
without any justification or explanation:  



The application site is within the defined built-up area, where residential development is generally 
considered acceptable in principle, subject to all other material considerations as set out below. 

The relevant planning policies listed at 2.2 consequently did not include the ‘countryside protection’ 
policies of either the HDPF (policies 4 and 26) or the Rudgwick Neighbourhood Plan (RNP1). The 
assessed planning balance was therefore inadequate. 

It appears that HDC planning only accepted that there was an incursion on the day of the planning 
meeting, following district councillor intervention. This resulted in an Addendum being issued on the 
day of the meeting, but not directly advised by HDC to RPC before the actual meeting. This was 
despite the fact that RPC had ‘called in’ the application for committee determination and so were 
due to speak. 

RPC wishes to know on what grounds was its listed comment about the BUAB ignored or rejected 
by the case officer in preparing the committee report? 

Clearly, subsequent events proved that the RPC comments on this subject were correct, and the 
applicant’s planning statement was incorrect and misleading. (It is worth noting that the forerunner 
approved application DC/20/1689 had specifically ‘claimed credit’ for removal of the incursion 
proposed in withdrawn application DC/20/0209, which had attracted significant objection). 

Having finally accepted the incursion (at the 11th hour), the view of HDC planning is apparently that 
it is a ‘minimal’ breach and so is acceptable. RPC’s view is that the incursion is avoidable and 
unnecessary. If it is so ‘minimal’ then it could, and readily should, have been avoided by the case 
officer negotiating with the applicant a marginal amendment to adjust the submitted scheme’s 
footprint. This would then have been fully in accordance with the planning statement submitted on 
behalf of the applicant, and maintained the integrity of the BUAB.  

Whilst RPC is highly disappointed as to the eventual outcome and the somewhat contrived attempt 
to apply HDPF policy 28 in justification, the fundamental question of concern remains as hitherto 
stated, i.e. on what grounds was the RPC comment ignored or rejected? 

RPC considers planning applications very carefully and makes considered comments from the local 
perspective. It is unclear as to what evidence the case officer had to summarily ignore/reject RPC’s 
factually correct statement regarding the breach of the BUAB.  

RPC looks forward to receiving a clear explanation on this particular point. 

 
Yours sincerely 

Sarah Hall 

 
Sarah Hall 
Assistant Clerk to Rudgwick Parish Council 
 
cc. Richard Landeryou – HDC Councillor for Rudgwick 
      Ruth Fletcher – HDC Shadow Cabinet member for Planning 
 

Reply received from Ruth Fletcher, HDC Councillor 25.02.2022 

Dear Sarah, 

 



Thank you for copying me into this correspondence. 

The error regarding the encroachment of the BUAB was concerning. If the applicant's incorrect assertion had 

been picked up at an earlier stage, different policies would have come into play during the assessment of the 

application and in my view, it seems probable that the design would have been amended to fall within the 

BUAB, or failing that, that the intrusion in to the BUAB would have been enough to affect the balance of the 

officer recommendation. 

If I had been able to speak, I would have challenged the balance of the decision and also the interpretation 

of Policy 28.  

Policy 28 only permits replacement dwellings outside the BUAB on a one-to-one basis. At the time of the 

application there were zero buildings outside the BUAB, permitting the application increases this number to 

one (part of a) dwelling.  

I wished to speak on this at committee, but there was an interrupting motion proposing an amendment and, 

despite there being several councillors who had not had a chance to speak and still wished to, the chair 

refused to take any further speakers. At the time, I did not realise that this decision was at the discretion of 

the chair and that I therefore had the option to make a point of order challenging it; for that I apologise.  

Interrupting motions like this can hamper a proper and full debate. I am copying this email to the Monitoring 

Officer to bring this case to her attention. I would like to check with her that in situations like this, councillors 

are indeed able to use a point of order to ask the chair to consider taking further speakers, and to ask her 

how she can ensure that those involved (the legal officer at the meeting, the chair and committee members) 

are alert to this. 

Kind regards, Ruth 

Councillor Ruth Fletcher 

Denne Ward, Horsham 

ruth.fletcher@horsham.gov.uk 

 

Reply received from Emma Parkes, Head of Development & Building Control 08.03.2022 

mailto:ruth.fletcher@horsham.gov.uk


 



Monthly Planning Compliance Team statistics for February 2022 

During February 2022, we received 32 new Planning Compliance investigations outside of the South 

Downs National Park Authority boundaries, and 8 new cases were opened within the SDNPA 

boundary. 

  

The closure statistics outside of the SDNPA for February are shown below, and in addition 4 files 

were closed within the SDNPA. 

  

 

Three enforcement notices and one Temporary Stop Notice were issued during February 2022, as 

follows: 

  

SDNP/21/00012/OPDEV 
 

Land at Truleigh House, Truleigh Hill, Shoreham on Sea, West Sussex,  

BN43 5FB (EN) 
  

Within the last 4 years and without planning permission, the erection of a  

stable building the 
  

approximate location of which is shown in green on the attached plan. 

  

EN/22/0042 
 

Land West of Pipers Hollow, Forest Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 4HL  

(TSN) 
  

The unauthorised operational development and engineering operations taking  

place on the land include the importation of material, excavation of land and  

level changes 

  

EN/20/0501 
 

The Copper Cabin and Geodesic Dome, Land To The East of Fryern Road,  

Storrington, West Sussex, RH20 4BJ (EN) 



  
Without planning permission, the material change of use of land for the siting  

of a copper cabin  
  

and ancillary geodesic dome for use as short-term holiday accommodation,  

and associated 
  

operational development of the access, car parking, boardwalks and  

landscaping. Copper Cabin 
  

as shown in green, geodesic dome as shown in orange, access and car parking  

as shown 
  

hatched in blue and the boardwalks as shown in yellow in the approximate  

locations shown on 
  

the attached plan 

  

EN/21/0566 
 

Jackmans Farm, Adversane Lane, Billingshurst, West Sussex, RH14 9EG (EN) 
  

Without planning permission, the material change of use of the land from  

agriculture to the 
  

stationing of caravans for residential occupation 

  

Court Action 

  

• Windacres Farm, Church Street, Rudgwick- Prior to the 2nd February 2022 Court Hearing, 
we were advised by the defendant’s solicitor that the enforcement notice relating to the 
storage container had been complied with. A site visit was undertaken and it was found that 
the Enforcement Notice had been complied with, as the container being used for residential 
accommodation had been moved, however it had been re-located to another part of the 
land. The prosecution case was therefore withdrawn before the hearing, as it was no longer 
in the public interest to prosecute, and a further enforcement notice will be issued.  

  

• Bonfire Hill, Southwater- the defendants attended Crawley Magistrates Court on 11th 
February 2022, when the case was adjourned to 3rd March 2022 in order for them to take 
legal advice. At the 3rd March 2022 hearing, the matter was adjourned for a further two 
months. 

  

• Land at Ravens Wood, Guildford Road, Rudgwick- the defendant attended Crawley 
Magistrates Court on 17 February 2022, and pleaded not guilty to the offence of failing to 
comply with the Enforcement Notice. The trial has been set for 4 May 2022 at Horsham 
Magistrates’ Court. 

  



• Woodpecker Orchard, Coolham Road, West Chiltington- the defendants attended Crawley 
Magistrates Court on 24th February 2022, where they pleaded guilty to the non-compliance 
with the enforcement notices. They have confirmed to the Court that they will clear the 
land to ensure compliance with the notices is achieved. The sentencing hearing is scheduled 
for 21 April 2022 in the Magistrates Court. 

  

I hope this is helpful- if you have any questions, please contact me. 

Kind regards, Madeleine  

Madeleine   Hartley 
 

Planning Compliance Team Leader 
 

Telephone:  441403215168 

 

Email: Madeleine.Hartley@horsham.gov.uk  

 
  

 

 

 

     

 

  

   

Correspondence 
 
11.03.2022 Email from WSALC 
Ukraine 
 

Against the background of such a pitiful situation in Ukraine many councils have been asking for 

guidance on such issues as flag flying, expenditure, community collections and housing of refugees. 

Whilst elements of this seem to be covered by existing legislation, it is unfortunate that NALC has 

not yet been able to roll it together in a comprehensive package of advice. We anticipate this will 

be available in the week commencing 14th March. 

In the meantime please let us know if you have any questions and we will do our best to provide a 

lawful solution. 

Trevor 

 

 

WSALC Limited 
Phone 03303 450597 
Website www.wsalc.co.uk  
9 Pound Lane, Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1BX 
Company no 8500937 registered in England 

tel:441403215168
mailto:Madeleine.Hartley@horsham.gov.uk
http://www.wsalc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/HorshamDC
https://www.twitter.com/HorshamDC


 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

11.03.2022 from NALC 

Chief Executives Bulletin 

   

Fortnightly meeting with county officers 
It was great to see so many county officer colleagues at our regular fortnightly 
meeting which this week focussed on e-learning and Ukraine. Our projects manager, 
Anders Hanson, gave an update on the e-learning project which is part of our 
improvement work and how this can be used across the country including the new 
modules being developed as part of the Civility and Respect Project. We also discussed 
Ukraine and provided an update on our continuing contact with the Local Government 
Association; we have asked them to encourage principal councils to ensure they are 
liaising with county associations and local (parish and town) councils. We also shared 
examples of ways we are seeing our councils provide solidarity and support such as 
flying the Ukrainian flag and lighting up buildings with its colours, holdings vigils or 
moments of silence including at council meetings, passing motions and statements of 
support and solidarity, making council and community buildings available for 
donations of items, organising donations of items including to their twin towns, 
signposting to information on charities and aid agencies, and making a financial 
donation themselves. Colleagues also raised several issues and questions which we 
are considering, and we will be issuing a briefing next week. The minister for refugees, 
Lord Carrington, has invited NALC’s chair, Cllr Keith Stevens, to attend a round table 
meeting later today on the Ukraine Local Sponsorship Scheme and I will provide a 
further update on this next week. 
 
International Women’s Day 
I was delighted that NALC took part in International Women’s Day earlier this week 
which is a global day that celebrates women's social, economic, cultural, and political 
achievements. This was a great opportunity for us to commend the fantastic work 
women in the sector are doing and the positive impact on communities. This year's 
theme, #BreakTheBias, reminds us of the deliberate and unconscious biases women 
still face and encourages action to level the playing field. Inspired by our women 
councillors network, we created a short video to celebrate all of the brilliant women 
in the local council sector who are helping to Break the Bias. We also featured video 
messages from our chair, Cllr Keith Stevens, our president, Baroness Scott of Needham 
Market, our vice president, Cllr Sue Baxter and also Jackie Weaver. And as our 
recent local elections report showed, only 38% of councillors are women which is why 
our NALC's Make A Change campaign is so important in encouraging more women – 
as well as people from all backgrounds and experiences – to become councillors. It 
was great to see many councils also getting involved throughout the day including on 
social media, so do take a look at NALC’s Twitter account (@nalc). 

https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=ee50e78128&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=c6b35621cf&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=e527e73dca&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=e527e73dca&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=3dc64427d7&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=a4c84c99c1&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=fdd80f3cc7&e=bf12218672


 
Local Council Award Scheme 
The current round of the Local Council Award Scheme is currently underway with 
applications currently being sent to the national panels, which are made up of clerks 
and councillors, for consideration and the results will be out in April. In the current 
round, there are 11 applications from across the country with 5 councils going for 
Quality Gold, 2 for Quality and 2 for Foundation. One interesting statistic I wanted to 
share was that electorates of the applicant councils range in size from 16,713 to 683. 
 
NALC National Network: Young councillors 
NALC’s National Network: Young councillors held its latest meeting on 8 March. Issues 
discussed included piloting a mentoring or buddy scheme for new and younger 
councillors, growing the network and linking with other similar groups and getting 
involved in Parliament Week, Local Democracy Week and NALC’s Make a Change 
campaign. If you’re a young councillor, please consider getting involved - you can find 
out more about this and all our other networks here. And if you know a young 
councillor, please pass this information on to them and encourage them to join. 
 
NACO conference 
On 8 March our senior solicitor and head of member services, Jane Moore, attended 
the National Association of Civic Officers’ virtual training event and annual general 
meeting. There were presentations from principal council civic officers on the use of 
social media, from colleagues at the Association of Democratic Services Officers as 
well as from NACO themselves on their new website and plans regarding civic and 
memorial events. As we have mentioned before, councils are encouraged to sign up 
for free NACO membership and to enable them to receive newsletters and other 
updates. 
 
Meeting with Action with Communities in Rural England 
One of the many important organisations we work with to champion local 
communities and help address the issues they face, especially those in rural areas, 
is Action with Communities in Rural England. So I was pleased this week to join our 
chair, Cllr Keith Stevens, at the NALC office for a meeting with the chair of ACRE, David 
Emerson CBE, where we discussed a wide range of subjects including our respective 
experiences during the pandemic, the Levelling Up the United Kingdom white paper 
and working together on shared policy objectives, banking services where we agreed 
to join forces on our respective campaigns and engagement with the banks and their 
trade body, and how they could help our Make a Change campaign and encourage 
more people to stand for election as local councillors in rural areas. 
 
And finally… 
Just a reminder in case you missed it, last week we launched our Star Councils 
Awards 2022. These are the only awards that recognise the contribution local 
councils make to their communities and provide a fantastic opportunity for local 

https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=73de897ede&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=479ffcc752&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=0edcd8d3c3&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=d5e0fb9ef3&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=5b29ad6369&e=bf12218672
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=5b29ad6369&e=bf12218672


 

councils, councillors, young councillors, clerks, and county associations to showcase 
how they are making a change in their communities. You can find out more 
information here and please do consider making a nomination!  

 

   

12.03.2020 Email from AirS 
AirS Newsletter 

 

 

   

 

 

Newsletter 
March 2022 

 

 

 

 

“Where streams his blood there blushing springs a rose 
And where a tear has dropped, a windflower blows.” 

Traditional Anemone Legend 

https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=1112e5e072&e=bf12218672


 

Welcome to our latest newsletter. Every month we aim to bring you updates on the 
projects we are working on and hopefully some interesting stories featuring local 
people and organisations working to make a difference in their communities. This 

month we start with an article on the dramatic transformation of Wivelsfield Village 
Hall which was only possible due to the hard work and dedication of its committee 

working closely with Wivelsfield Parish Council and members of the AirS Sussex 
Community Buildings Advisory Group to raise the necessary funds. 

 
The Queen Greens Canopy project is going from strength to strength in East Sussex. 
Mark Whitaker explains how the project is working with communities to encourage 

tree planting and provides details as to how others can get involved. 
 

AirS Village Agent; Suzi Lock reports back on a Sensory Farm in Eridge which she is 
helping to support through the Making it Happen Project. 

 
And finally after two years of social distancing and cancelled events we are very 

excited to announce the return of the Village Hall Conference. See below for more 
details and a link to book onto this extremely popular event. 

  

 

A New & Improved Village Hall for Wivelsfield 

 

    

 



 

Maria Caulfield cutting the ribbon at the re-opening of Wivelsfield Village Hall 

 

Congratulations to Wivelsfield Village Hall Committee, who re-opened the hall on 7th 
January after modernisation and extensions costing almost £900,000.  Built in 

1978 the hall was so successful that it no longer had enough space. The hall lacked 
accessible facilities, double glazing, storage and modern catering facilities.  The project 

took over 6 years to get on site and was supported throughout with advice 
from members of the AirS Sussex Community Buildings Advisory Group. Previous 

Chairmen Richard Spencer and Derek Stephenson were active members of the group, 
attended village hall conferences and visited other halls, sharing their own experience 

while gathering tips.   
 

The hall was opened by Maria Caulfield, MP, who has attended events at the hall and 
had supported efforts by AirS and SCBAG to obtain a grant scheme to compensate 

halls for non-recoverable VAT on improvements.   The new Chairman, Cameron Wallis, 
thanked the community and funders for their support for the project. At 22 Cameron 

is probably the youngest Village Hall chairman in the UK and “gained his spurs” 
helping out as a teenager at the Village Fair. The committee’s excellent working 
relationship with Wivelsfield Parish Council was an immense help in raising the 

considerable amount needed, because their strong support gave confidence to the 
committee and other funders that the project was achievable.  

 
For more details as to how the money was raised email us 

at villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk 
 

The hall has been extended at each end and to the rear with a full accessible glazed 
entrance hall. The enlarged kitchen is equipped to catering standards, the 40 year old 

storage heaters replaced with modern electric panel heaters and the hall is now 
double glazed and insulated. To the rear of the stage, which is used by Wivelsfield 

Little Theatre and events such as weddings, the enlarged meeting room doubles up as 
a changing room. An office has been provided for the Parish Council and a new 

upstairs meeting room and extra storage has been created.  
 

This Committee has always been dynamic: It built a Youth Centre; was the first in 
Sussex to receive a Hallmark award (a hall quality assurance scheme) and the first to 
install solar panels. Committee members have  supported volunteers at many other 

halls to put on film nights. Unsurprisingly the hall is extremely well used and with the 
recent impressive upgrade is certain to be serving the community and bringing its 

people together for many more years to come! 
 

mailto:villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk?body=villagehalls%40ruralsussex.org.uk


 

 

Louise Beaton discussing the new kitchen with Liz Burton the Secretary at 
Wivelsfield and Alan West, Chairman at Ringmer Village Hall 

 

 

The Queen’s Green Canopy encourages everyone to plant trees 

 

 

The Queen’s Green Canopy initiative aims to get people throughout the UK to plant 
trees to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this year. The East Sussex Lieutenancy 

project based at Action in rural Sussex is encouraging planting in East Sussex and 
Brighton & Hove. We’re part of the project working to create a national canopy of 

trees to help reduce the impact of climate change, filter air, increase wildlife habitat 
and improve the environment for everyone.  

 
The Queens Green Canopy project runs alongside our Lost Wood project that also 

supports communities to protect and preserve their existing woods and local green 
spaces. 

 
Community planting in Brighton 

 
A major aim of the Queen’s Green Canopy is to involve communities in tree planting in 

their neighbourhoods – bringing people together in an activity which improves local 
environments. We were therefore particularly pleased to be involved with a small tree 

planting with the Bristol Estate Leaseholders & Tenants Association in Kemptown, 
Brighton, greening their estate. 

 
The event involved tenant representatives who had consulted with the local residents 



 

and Trees for Cities before settling on suitable trees and appropriate locations for 
planting. 

 
The planting event brought together the national tree planting charity Trees for Cities, 
the countryside charity CPRE and the Brighton & Hove Council tree officer to plant the 

trees dedicated to the Queen’s Green Canopy. Deputy Lieutenant Juliet Smith said 
how pleased she was to be involved in such a fantastic initiative before planting the 
two trees, a Hop Hornbeam and a Hawthorn aiming to diversify the trees species in 

the city. If you’re part of a community group interested in tree planting in your area do 
get in touch. 

 

 

 

Juliet Smith DL with Jess Massucco and Kate Sheldon from Trees for Cities 

How to Take Part 
 

We would love everyone to get involved in planting a commemorative tree, whether 
in your own garden or as part of community groups and other organisations with 
access to suitable land in your neighbourhood. Most gardens can accommodate a 

decorative or fruiting tree and there are plenty of options for smaller spaces. 
 

For guidance on tree planting for the Jubilee as well as information on what's 
happening across East Sussex for the Queen's Green Canopy visit 

Queen’s Green Canopy | Action in rural Sussex 
  

What’s been happening 
 

Most commemorative tree planting will happen in the planting season in the autumn 
and winter of this year, but some trees have been planted already. 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=a34716ad78&e=36cc892044


 

On 1 March the Lord-Lieutenant of East Sussex, Andrew Blackman visited the 
celebrated Glyndebourne opera house to plant one of twelve trees being planted 

there to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The ceremonial planting on the edge of 
the South Downs saw the Lord-Lieutenant plant a disease-resistant elm with the help 

of Michael Rudman DL who is Patron of the South Downs National Park Trust (SDNPT). 
They were hosted by Glyndebourne’s Executive Chairman Gus Christie DL and you can 

read more about it and see the photos here Tree planting at world-renowned 
Glyndebourne cements links between the East Sussex Queen’s Green Canopy and the 

South Downs National Park | Action in rural Sussex 
  

We would love to hear about your own tree planting projects; For example there will 
be a Family Woods Day at Laughton Greenwood on June 3rd and a symbolic tree will 

be planted there. 
 

Please share your plans with Mark on his email below. If you have planted a 
commemorative tree please send us any photos or stories so we can feature them on 

our website.   
mark.whitaker@ruralsussex.org.uk 

 

 

 

Tree planting with the Bristol Estate Tenants Association (BELTA), Brighton & Hove. 
BELTA trustee, Ben D’Montigny holds the spade. Photo thanks to Trees for Cities. 

 

 

Does your community need more locally affordable homes?  

 

 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=90a5a9b26a&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=90a5a9b26a&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=90a5a9b26a&e=36cc892044
mailto:mark.whitaker@ruralsussex.org.uk


  

 

Many communities across Sussex are finding that high house prices are making it 
increasingly difficult for local people to afford what is available. This can often result in 

households on average incomes being unable to remain in their local community. 
Where there is new development, often local people have a limited say and influence 

on what is built and who the housing is provided for. 
 

The Action in rural Sussex Community Housing Hub Service is currently supporting 24 
groups across East and West Sussex to deliver locally affordable homes through 

Community Land Trusts. These are small local organisations run by local people, for 
local people where the homes are owned by the community. 

 
We also undertake Parish based housing needs surveys. 

To find out more please view the hub website: 
www.sussexcommunityhousinghub.org/ 

Email us today: graham.maunders@ruralsussex.org.uk 
Call Graham Maunders on 07824 900092 

Follow us on Twitter for the latest news: Sussex Community Housing Hub 
@HubSussex 

  

 

Smiles for Miles Sensory Farm, Eridge 
Suzi Lock, AirS Village Agent Reports Back  

 

 

 

Last week Suzi paid a visit to ‘Smiles for Miles’ sensory farm in Eridge, West Sussex. 
The aim of this project is to provide enriching, sensory experiences for those living 

with mental health and/or learning difficulties as well as mild physical disabilities. The 
farm has a variety of rescue animals including ponies, goats, rabbits, ducks, Rheas (a 
type of small ostrich) and a guinea pig. The farm is currently awaiting the arrival of a 

pig - who does not like mud!  The project offers the opportunity for people to take the 
goats on a walk around the beautiful woodland area and meet the very friendly Rheas 

who wander freely. 
 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=c5c7189ef0&e=36cc892044
mailto:graham.maunders@ruralsussex.org.uk
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=8c09ccc3c0&e=36cc892044


 

Also welcomed are volunteers who donate their time to help maintain the site, 
care for the animals and more recently helping to create a ‘Green Thumbs’ growing 
area to enable both children and adults the chance to learn how to grow their own 

food and the resulting benefits. In addition to this there are a couple of regular groups 
who pay for bespoke sessions to experience the wonder of this lovely project: 

  
The Director has successfully secured funding for a wonderful sensory room to provide 

an enriching experience for young people with Autism which is currently being 
constructed. As with any project of this kind there are always new ideas to 

discuss, one of which is the formation of a group for visitors to learn new skills and 
make new friends whilst constructing animal shelters and other useful structures. The 

idea is based on the successful ‘Men's shed’ format (but is not just for men!) 
 

Suzi is supporting this project to apply for a Making it Happen ‘Next Steps’ grant so the 
next stage of development can commence. She will also support the Director, and 
wider team of volunteers, to forge new relationships with local farmers to access 

surplus fruit and vegetable for the animals to enjoy, whilst tackling food waste in the 
process.  

 
All in all this wonderful project open to residents of Crowborough  looks set to grow 

and develop into something even more special than it is now! 
 

For the Smiles for Miles Facebook Page click here: Smiles For Miles Sensory Farming 
CIC | Facebook 

 
For more information on Making it Happen go to our website: Making It Happen – 

More Information | Action in rural Sussex 
  

 

The AirS Village Hall Conference is Back 
Save the Date  

 

 

 

Wednesday 25th May 
Lodsworth Village Hall, Petworth, West Sussex 

 

https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=37d1f402d9&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=37d1f402d9&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=cdd2dc410e&e=36cc892044
https://ruralsussex.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d61d7aaadb024a5553d88d7f1&id=cdd2dc410e&e=36cc892044


  

 

 Action in rural Sussex are very excited to announce that our Sussex Village Hall 
Conferences are back for 2022. The first of which will be held at Lodsworth Village 

Hall in West Sussex. 
 

Our conferences are always extremely popular and give Trustees and Committee 
members the chance to meet each other face to face; share experiences and stories; 

take part in workshops and listen to inspirational talks. 
 

Our conferences are free to subscribers of the Village Hall Service. Refreshments and 
a buffet lunch will be provided, however we are requesting that subscribers who 
attend for free make a donation of £5 per person towards the lunch on the day. 

 
We have 80 places available on a first come first served basis; initially one ticket per 
hall. After 1st April we will accept bookings from second representatives from the 

same hall (again free for subscribers). 
 

For further details on the content of the Conference and how to book will shortly be 
announced on the Subscriber Forum, via our Village Hall Bulletin and in next month's 

newsletter. 
 

 

Tickets for non subscribers are £25 excluding VAT if you are a non-subscriber and 
would like to attend email: villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk  

  
A second conference will be taking place in East Sussex in late September for those 

that are based in East Sussex or are unable to make the Spring Conference. 
 

 

PAT Test Training Workshop for Village Hall Trustees 
Waterside Centre, Lewes, Tuesday 5th April 10am to 2pm 

 

mailto:villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk


 

This is a four hour session with plenty of time to ask questions and practical hands on 
sessions led by an experienced PAT tester. This workshop will equip you with the skills 

and knowledge to become a competent person who is able to carry out a PAT test. 
Topics will include: 

  
What is a PAT test? 

A simple guide to Electricity 
Understanding the Law 

Testing procedures 
Practical session using different types of PAT testers 

Recording the results 
What to do when things fail 

Choosing a tester – buying or hiring and the costs 
Q&A session 

FAQs  

• The training will be carried out at the AirS offices in Lewes  
• Cost is £80+VAT per person to AirS members (2019 rates have been held). 
• Booking and payment are required by 31st March to secure a place on this 

workshop 
• Places will be limited to 8 people per session. 
• Further training sessions may be offered later in the year subject to demand 
• For more details or to secure a place on the course, please contact us at 

villagehalls@ruralsussex.org.uk 
 

 

 

Fundraising and partnership working 

 

 

  

As with many charitable organisations, AirS are reliant on funding to allow us to carry 
out our work. Our Village Agents currently have two contracts, Lost Woods funded by 

the Heritage Lottery Fund and Making it Happen which is funded by East Sussex 
County Council.   

 

mailto:villagehal@ruralsussex.org.uk


 

We have embarked on a major programme of fundraising which will allow us to 
continue our mission of supporting disadvantaged communities in rural Sussex. We 
are looking to establish a network of funders both large and small to enable us to 

continue our existing work and to begin new projects which tackle some of the issues 
that we know affect our communities. 

  
If you would like more information, if you have a project or funding opportunity you 
would like to discuss or if you feel that you or your organisation would like to work 

with us please contact Kevin Bottrell, our Enterprise and Funding Lead at 
kevin.bottrell@ruralsussex.org.uk  

  
  

 

Ukranian Homestay 

 

 

 

Ukrainian Homestay is a volunteer effort to build a database of UK homes willing to 
provide beds and rooms to those fleeing Ukraine. Could you please pass on this 

message to your contacts and if anyone is interested to register their interest please 
use the link below. 

  
https://www.nationalfundingscheme.org/ukraine/ 

 

   

11.03.2022 Email from WSCC 
Highways, Transport and Planning - Members Newsletter - March 2022 
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• Community Highways Partnerships  

• #WestSussBus - finding out your views on the buses 

• Updates to the highway code  

• Centurion Way's improved accessibility  

• Collaborative working leads to reduced-disruption road solution  

• New Community Road Verges for 2022 

• Next steps for Findon to Findon Valley cycleway/walkway scheme  

• Resurfacing works in East Grinstead and Crawley  

• Safety scheme to reduce speed limit on Findon Bypass  

• Improvements for pedestrians and energy efficiency with puffin crossing 

upgrade  

• Ash Dieback: tree felling safety works scheduled across West Sussex  

 

Community Highways Partnerships  

Community Highways Partnerships 

give town/ parish Councils the 

opportunity to tailor their highways 

service to local needs.  

Parish and town councils can 

undertake a variety of maintenance 

activities by signing a simple 

agreement with WSCC. 

Activities that can be included in a partnership agreement can include, but are not 

limited to, grass cutting, weed spraying, footpath siding (removing encroaching 

vegetation on footpath), tree work, strimming, cutting vegetation, maintaining 

roundabouts, cleaning signs and clearing gullies. 

Please note, a town/ parish council would not be expected to undertake all of the 

activities listed above, unless they want to. This opportunity allows local councils to 

undertake supplementary works that make sense for their area. Therefore, as many 

or as few of these activities can be adopted as desired. 

For the legal terms of this agreement, you can 

email: active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk or to find out further information, visit 

our website.  

mailto:active.communties@westsussex.gov.uk
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#WestSussBus - finding out your views on the buses 

Our #WestSussBus engagement is 

starting soon. Parishes will be contacted 

shortly to be given the opportunity to 

recommend any groups or individuals 

that may be interested in taking part.  

The long term engagement exercise will 

be focused on scoping views and ideas 

from passengers and non-passengers, 

and gathering in depth responses on 

people's views of the bus service in 

West Sussex.  

We will be using the #WestSussBus when posting any bus related tweets or other 

social media, so keep an eye out. 

 

Updates to the highway code  

Changes have been made to the 

Highway Code. Ten sections have been 

updated, and 50 specific rules have 

either been added or amended. The new 

rules came in to force on 29th January 

2022. 

Below are eight key takeaway points. 

To read the full changes, or find out 

what each amendment means, visit the 

government website. 

The amendments are as follows: 

1. Hierarchy of road users 

2. People crossing the road at junctions 

3. Walking, cycling or riding in shared spaces 

4. Positioning in the road when cycling 

5. Overtaking when driving or cycling 

6. People cycling at junctions 

7. People cycling, riding a horse and driving horse-drawn vehicles on roundabouts 

8. Parking, charging and leaving vehicles 
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Centurion Way's improved accessibility  

A replacement accessibility ramp has 

been built so residents and visitors can 

continue to enjoy the Centurion Way 

path. 

The previous ramp was replaced with an 

earth embankment design, which has 

been seeded and will soon blend with 

the surrounding environment. This 

design will also enable future 

maintenance costs to be minimised and 

has meant the path could be made 

wider. 

Timber from the felled trees was used to create log piles adjacent to the new ramp to 

support a wide range of wildlife including fungi, insects and other invertebrates, as 

well as small mammals and birds. 

Pictured are, from left, West Sussex Highways Engineering Project Manager Michael 

Taylor, resident Julian Todd, Lavant Parish Councillor Robert Newman and local 

county councillor Jeremy Hunt. 

 

Collaborative working leads to reduced-disruption road 

solution  

Fairbridge Developments Ltd (FDL), councillors, highway officers and the MP for Mid 

Sussex have collectively found a solution to reduce disruption while a busy road in 

Burgess Hill is closed. 

FDL has revised their plans to fully close the Cuckfield Road/Fairbridge Way 

roundabout junction. Plans are now in place for a northern/one-way route to be 

retained into Cuckfield Road at this junction for all but two separate seven-day 

periods to improve access to businesses north of the roundabout.  

Works started on 7 February and are set to run until 15 May. Access will be retained 

throughout the works to the County Council’s Recycling Centre and Travellers’ Site 

via Fairbridge Way. 

Pete Bradbury, County Councillor for the Cuckfield and Lucastes division, said: “These 

roadworks are a necessary but unwelcome disruption and I’m very pleased we’ve 

been able to find a way to help local businesses...I’m grateful for the flexibility shown 

by Fairbridge Developments, who have worked with us to revise their plans and 

minimise the disruption for local businesses.” 

To find out more about the details of these works, visit our webpage. 
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New Community Road Verges for 2022 

New Community Road Verges (CRVs) for 2022 

will soon be designated and ready to grow. 

CRVs are nature friendly verges, suggested by 

local communities. They will be cut once per 

year rather than the normal five times, and the 

grass cutting collected, all to reduce soil 

fertility. This will help native wildflowers 

compete with tough grasses, which will provide 

a crucial food source  for pollinators.  

Look out for posters like the one pictured as 

they will indicate there is a CRV nearby. 

Posters will be tailored to the local area, and 

state which road(s) have been given CRV 

status.  

We will also be installing CRV signs on 

lampposts on designated verges to mark out 

the areas.  

A resident of Burgess Hill, where many verges 

were designated CRV status last year, has 

contacted WSCC to say: 

'I really hope you continue the policy of not mowing the verges in and around 

Burgess Hill this year. We absolutely loved it last year, it was truly beautiful.' - 

Lesley  

 

Next steps for Findon to Findon Valley cycleway/walkway 

scheme  

A report has recently been published detailing the results of public engagement on 

proposals to build a 2km long cycleway/walkway connecting Findon Valley with the 

South Downs National Park gateway of Findon Village. 

Engagement on the scheme took place in the summer, attracting 685 responses, 

including online questionnaires, emails and letters. 

We would like to thank everyone who took part. The report can now be viewed on 

WSCC website. 

The Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport will now consider all the findings 

before making a decision, which will be announced soon. 
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Resurfacing works in East Grinstead and Crawley  

One of the busiest stretches of the A22 

in East Grinstead will be resurfaced 

soon. Between Yew Lane and the Surrey 

boundary, the road surface has shown 

significant signs of weakening: the new 

surface will be smoother, quieter and 

provide a better running surface. It will 

also be more resilient to potholes, 

reducing the potential for further costs 

and disruption. 

The project is set to run from 7th March 

for about a week. 

The main works will take place between 8pm and 6am each day under a full road 

closure. Access to homes and businesses will be maintained, although delays could 

occur for operational or safety reasons. 

Daytime restrictions, including a 30mph speed limit, will be in force until the final 

resurfacing is completed. New road markings will be installed as part of the scheme. 

A West Sussex County Council spokesperson said:  

“In opting for night-time work, we have considered the wider disruption to the public 

that would be caused through daytime resurfacing. We will do all we can to try to 

minimise inconvenience, with every effort made to carry out the noisiest operations in 

the earliest part of the evening and before 11pm.” 

More than 20 per cent of the aggregate used in this scheme will be recycled materials 

recovered from other roads in and around West Sussex. 

 

Night-time works to reconstruct and resurface roads in and around Crawley get 

underway next week. 

Approximately 6km of carriageway will be resurfaced in the works, which started on 

Tuesday 1 March and are due to complete by mid-May 2022. 

The affected roads are: 

•    A2220 between Cheals roundabout and Bewbush roundabout 

•    A2011 between Tushmore roundabout and Northgate (Hazelwick) roundabout 

•    A2011 Northgate roundabout 

•    A2011 westbound carriageway between M23 and Northgate roundabout 

The works will be carried out at night-time only, under a full road closure, running 

from 8pm to 6am each day. Road speeds will be restricted to 30mph during the day 

until the final surface has been laid. 



A steel mesh membrane will be installed to help improve the resilience of the roads 

when planning for increased traffic volumes in the future. 

75% of materials to be used are from sustainable sources, including 10% recycled 

road construction materials. The asphalt mix is also able to be mixed at reduced 

temperatures, which equates to a 10% CO2 saving. 

 

Safety scheme to reduce speed limit on Findon Bypass  

Works to make a 50mph speed limit 

to 40mph on stretches of the A24 

Findon Road and Findon Bypass are 

scheduled to be completed this 

month. 

The project is a response to 

community concern about excessive 

vehicle speeds on the bypass at its 

junctions with High Street, Cross 

Lane and Nepcote Lane.  

A West Sussex Highways 

spokesperson said: “There’s a tendency for road users to misjudge the severity of the 

bends on the A24 Findon Bypass, given its dual carriageway layout, leading to 

significant braking. The speed limit change will encourage road users to drive more 

appropriately on the A24 Bypass and A24 Findon Road." 

Single traffic lanes will be maintained on the dual carriageway A24 Findon Bypass 

while works progress. A section of red carriageway surface will have to be removed at 

the current change between 40mph and 50mph speed limits on Findon Road. This is 

likely to need the use of temporary two-way traffic signals during off-peak hours, for 

the protection of both the public and workforce. 

Carriageway resurfacing will also be carried out to apply a new red surface on the 

southbound A24 Findon Bypass carriageway where the extended 40mph speed limit 

will start, to the north of the High Street junction. 

 

Improvements for pedestrians and energy efficiency with 

puffin crossing upgrade  



A pedestrian crossing at Spitalfield Lane, 

Chichester has been replaced with more 

reliable and energy-efficient equipment. 

The previous equipment was largely 

obsolete, and improvements include: 

•  Above ground detectors, which 

detect when pedestrians are 

present, which will prevent 

vehicles being stopped 

unnecessarily 

• LED equipment to improve visibility for road users and keep energy and 

maintenance costs down 

• Replacement traffic signals poles will be installed and tactile paving replaced. 

The improvement scheme cost approximately £35,000. 

 

Ash Dieback: tree felling safety works scheduled across 

West Sussex  

Further essential work is ongoing to remove Ash trees that pose risk to road users 

due to Ash Dieback infection. 

Ash Dieback is a highly destructive disease which is predicted to kill a high number of 

Ash trees across the country. Removing infected trees is the best way to avoid spread 

of the disease and keep the road network safe.  

Their removal will open the area to light and allow natural regeneration of trees from 

the existing seed source. 

Felling works have been ongoing across West Sussex, with new dates now scheduled, 

all subject to factors such as severe weather: 

A286 Cobblers Row, Singleton - 24 February to 1 April  

B2141 East Marden Road to Hill Lane, North Marden - 21 to 25 March 

Haslemere Road, Fernhurst - 28 to 30 March 

A272 Terwick Lane to Old Rectory, Rogate - 28 to 31 March 

A272 from Mills Farm Road to Terwick Hill, Rogate - 28 to 31 March 

A272 London Road to Durdford Lane, Rogate - 28 to 31 March 

All of the above will involve night-time closures of the sections of road involved from 

8pm to 6am. Signed diversions will be in place. 



Further details of the County Council's Ash Dieback action plan can be found on our 

webpage. 

 
  

  

 

 

10.03.2022 Email from HDC 

Minutes published: Meeting of Tuesday, 1st March, 2022 5.00 pm, Council. 

 

Council and cabinet meetings 

Agendas, minutes and publications 

 

Thursday, 10th March, 2022, 3.45 pm - Minutes published: Meeting of Tuesday, 

1st March, 2022 5.00 pm, Council. 

 

Stay connected 

 

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, 
West Sussex, 
RH12 1RL 

   

  

 

  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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09.03.2022 Email from HDC 

Latest news: Concept design for Horsham Park's new Skate Park | Grab a bargain at the Reuse 

Hub | Tackling rural crime with Sussex Police Plus, the Kinder Livi ng Show  and Food Waste Ac tion Week   

 

Latest news 
and information 

 

Concept design for Horsham Park Skate 

Park 

An exciting new project to develop Horsham 
Skate Park is on the way! What do you think of 
the initial concept design? 

We are working with a user group from all 
street sports disciplines who have already 
provided comments on this concept design and 
recommendations for improvement. We now 
want to give people the chance to review the 
comments from the user group and the designs 
so that we can produce the next version of the 
skate park designs.  

To see more images of the park designs and the comments from our user group, visit our 
website. 

Find out more  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTAuNTQ2ODA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9wYXJrcy1hbmQtY291bnRyeXNpZGUvaG9yc2hhbS1wYXJrL2hvcnNoYW0tc2thdGUtcGFyaz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.hTLYGIZOA08JjD1tWdJl5CBVGsKL7XfzeNI-GACTyu4/s/747623833/br/127870014736-l


Grab a bargain at the Reuse Hub's online 

shop 

We're selling a range of good quality items as 
part of our Reuse project, encouraging people to 
give a home to quality goods rather than buying 
brand new items. 

Horsham District Council Cabinet Member for 
Recycling and Waste Cllr Toni Bradnum said: 
"This has been a really exciting pilot which has 
diverted many household items from the waste 
stream. Reusing items which might otherwise go 
to waste should be a priority for us all, and is a 
simple step we can all take to lessen our impact 
on the environment." 

Cllr Deborah Urquhart, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Environment and 
Climate Change added: "The circular economy is of growing importance and rescuing items 
from going to waste offers many positive environmental benefits." 

Shop now  

 

Tackling rural crime with Sussex Police 

Horsham District Council is working in conjunction 
with Sussex Police to combat crime in rural areas 
of the Horsham District. 

There are particular areas of concern currently 
surrounding local farming communities resulting 
in a spate of barn thefts and several incidents of 
large-scale illegal industrial fly-tipping on 
agricultural land. 

The Horsham District has a dedicated Rural 
Crime team who are trained in this specialist area 
of crime. 

The Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment and Rural Affairs Cllr James Wright met 
recently with Rural Policing Inspector Oliver Fisher to discuss how the two organisations 
can work more closely together to address these issues. 

Read more  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTAuNTQ2ODA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay93YXN0ZS1yZWN5Y2xpbmctYW5kLWJpbnMvcmVjeWNsaW5nL3JldXNlL3JldXNlLWh1Yi1zaG9wP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.TZ-xghuX3fP2ROZ-s8tWO_VSosq2nfENA9K9LDp7Kyg/s/747623833/br/127870014736-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTAuNTQ2ODA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9uZXdzLzIwMjIvMDIvY291bmNpbC13b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtc3Vzc2V4LXBvbGljZS10by10YWNrbGUtcnVyYWwtY3JpbWU_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.7rmc-GJL0j5M7tkYnukZ2u43ZMRuPPEbVhc6qYMZQTg/s/747623833/br/127870014736-l


 

It's Food Waste Action Week 

Horsham District Council is supporting 
national Food Waste Action Week which takes 
place this week (7 to 13 March). 

The aim of Food Waste Action Week is to create 
lasting change that helps to deliver the UN 
Sustainable Development Goal of halving global 
food waste by 2030. 

Around a third of the food produced globally is lost 
or wasted and it’s having a real impact on climate 
change, contributing 8–10% of total man-made greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 

Read more  

 

Kinder Living Show back in Horsham for 

2022 

The Kinder Living Home Show made a welcome 
return to Horsham on 5 and 6 March, bringing lots of 
information, advice and inspiration to make homes 
and gardens more sustainable. 

The show was visited this year by Horsham District 
Chairman Cllr David Skipp and Cabinet Member for 
the Environment and Rural Affairs Cllr James Wright. 

Read more  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTAuNTQ2ODA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9uZXdzLzIwMjIvMDIvY291bmNpbC1zdXBwb3J0cy1mb29kLXdhc3RlLWFjdGlvbi13ZWVrP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.gUdseTU4VNn_GhXix-SvtX9muurzQjSQ9V0U_f2FUfo/s/747623833/br/127870014736-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTAuNTQ2ODA2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9uZXdzLzIwMjIvMDMva2luZGVyLWxpdmluZy1iYWNrLWluLWhvcnNoYW0tZm9yLTIwMjI_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.pzGEP-r_bHmX5HQNsRRDGsPdk9KqK8htWFkV9WKn3LU/s/747623833/br/127870014736-l


 

 

More news from Horsham District Council 

 

    

Stay connected 

 

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, 
West Sussex, 
RH12 1RL 
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International Women's Day 

NALC celebrates International Women's Day and 

commends the fantastic work women in the sector do 

and its positive impact on communities.  

 

 

 

National salary award 

NALC has published a new briefing on the national 

salary award for clerks and other employees 

employed under the terms of the model contract. 

 

 

 

NALC endorses statement on Ukraine 

NALC has joined the LGA in endorsing a statement 

from the political leadership of the Council of 

European Municipalities and Regions. 

 

 

 

Star Council Awards 2022 

Star Council Awards are the only awards in England 

that recognise local councils' contributions to their 

communities — submit your nominations today! 

 

 

 

Policy Committee 

Agenda papers for the Policy Committee meeting on 

15 March 2022 are available — view agenda. 
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08.03.2022 Email from WSALC 
Rural Crime Update 
 
This month’s Rural Crime Team update can be viewed here: https://www.sussex.police.uk/police-

forces/sussex-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisional-campaigns/rural-crime-team-

monthly-update/ 

 

 

 

WSALC Limited 

Phone 03303 450597 

Website www.wsalc.co.uk  

9 Pound Lane, Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1BX 

Company no 8500937 registered in England 
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08.03.2022 Email from Age UK 
Partnership Meeting - Friday, 18 March at 1pm (refreshments on arrival from 12.30pm) 
 
Thank you for your interest in our upcoming Partnership Meeting.  We are writing with the 
confirmed details and a link to the agenda, we look forward to giving you a warm welcome to 
Lavinia House and telling you much more about what we do. 
 
The meeting will be on Friday, 18 March and we have booked you a place for the afternoon session 
from 1pm to 2.30pm. 
 
We will be serving refreshments on arrival, so you are welcome to arrive up to 30 minutes prior to 
the meeting start time, for an opportunity to network.  Please could you let us know of any dietary 
needs or allergies? 
 
Would you also be so kind as to confirm (if you have not done so already) whether you have any 
accessibility requirements or whether you require any additional support? 
 
We have limited parking spaces on site (parking permits for which can be obtained on arrival), 
which will be prioritised for those needing mobility support.  Therefore, if you could please use the 
car park in Denne Road (RH12 1JH) – which is an 8 minute walk from the centre - we would be most 
grateful.  
 
Lastly, we know that many people enjoy and benefit from the networking at these events – do you 
mind your email address being available and shared with other attendees?   
 
We look forward to meeting you on the day.  (If, for any reason, you are no longer able to attend, 
please ring 01403 751327 so that we know not to expect you). 
 

https://www.sussex.police.uk/police-forces/sussex-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisional-campaigns/rural-crime-team-monthly-update/
https://www.sussex.police.uk/police-forces/sussex-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisional-campaigns/rural-crime-team-monthly-update/
https://www.sussex.police.uk/police-forces/sussex-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisional-campaigns/rural-crime-team-monthly-update/
http://www.wsalc.co.uk/
https://rudgwickpc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/webpage/EZG-jmcovfNHupU1z2nrh3wBRTdfqLf769Vrn0K90w07Uw?e=sE5xjX


Kind regards, Julie 
 
Julie Bean  
Community Agent (Horsham) 
 
Age UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove, Lavinia House, Dukes Square, Horsham RH12 1GZ 
T: 01403 260560 julie.bean@ageukwsbh.org.uk  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

08.03.2022 Email from HDC 
Horsham District Climate Action Special Issue - March 2022Read the l atest  updates  and ti ps on how w e can all help to tackl e climate change  

 

Tackling Climate Change in the 

Horsham District 
 

Special Issue for councillors, parishes and neighbourhood 

councils 

Content 

• It's Food Waste Action Week! 

• Taking action on food waste 

• Wasting food feeds climate change: Hit the Freeze Button! 

• Foodie Adventures in West Sussex 

• Share your views in a national Biodiversity Net Gain consultation 

• Free solar panel systems for low income households 

• 100's of items added to our Reuse Shop 

• Useful links 

mailto:julie.bean@ageukwsbh.org.uk


 

It's Food Waste Action Week 

7-13 March 2022 

It's Food Waste Action Week and Love Food Hate 
Waste is raising awareness of the connection between 
food waste and climate impact in a week of focused 
action. 

Did you know? 

• 30% of global CO2e greenhouse gases are 
created from the production and distribution of 
food? 

• And 4.5 million tonnes of food are thrown 
away each year by UK households. 

This week is a chance to share tips and ideas for cutting back on food waste, and to find out 
more about how food waste affects climate change. 

Let's all make sure food is used to feed people instead of bins to help fix our climate crisis. 

Find out more  

 

Taking action on food 

waste 

In West Sussex food waste makes up a staggering 
40% of the average household general waste bin. 
However, up to 70% of that waste can actually be 
avoided! 

Horsham District Council is working with the West Sussex Waste Partnership to tackle food 
waste across the county and we are currently evaluating our own recent food waste trial. 

Image: Cllr Toni Bradnum, Cabinet Member for Recycling and Waste with a trial food waste 
caddy 

See our top line trial results PLUS tips for reducing food waste  

For more top tips, visit the website link below. It's packed with information and inspiration to 
help you plan meals, make delicious food and help reduce your food bills and food waste. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb3ZlZm9vZGhhdGV3YXN0ZS5jb20vP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.VVE8dhBobpO-xL-QIayc18W-bgKqyTKpmR4LXJRPjKM/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay93YXN0ZS1yZWN5Y2xpbmctYW5kLWJpbnMvaG91c2Vob2xkLWJpbi1jb2xsZWN0aW9ucy9mb29kLXdhc3RlP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.VZEKfZh4E2L9FqPtcFPjNiueRrZ6zZukX9FGRejwJRA/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l


Visit the Love Food, Hate Waste website  

 

Hitting the Freeze Button! 

Every bit of leftover food has an environmental impact - 
whether itʼs that soggy bag of salad or last nightʼs leftovers. 
And while governments and businesses have an important 
part to play in fixing the climate crisis, food waste from our 
UK homes alone produces roughly 25million tonnes of CO2 
every year! 

Thatʼs why this week weʼll be joining millions of concerned 
citizens for Food Waste Action Week 2022.  

This year the spotlight is on the unsung heroes in most British kitchens: find out how 
your fridge, freezer and microwave can help save the planet with these clever storage 
and defrosting hacks.   

Learn how to defrost frozen food like a ninja and you could be well on your way to saving an 
average of £700 a year! 

Find out how to micro-wave goodbye to wasted food  

 

Foodie Adventures in 

West Sussex 

Throughout March, Experience West Sussex is 
highlighting fabulous local food and drink offerings 
across West Sussex. 

Their website features a Foodie Adventures trail 
map focusing on independent local businesses that 

offer visitors an authentic experience. Local produce, farm shops and markets are also in the 
spotlight.  

Eating locally produced food reduces the distance that food travels (food miles) and the 
emissions produced during transportation, thereby resulting in a smaller carbon/ecological 
footprint or “foodprint”. This helps us to take a BITE out of climate change! 

Celebrating the West Sussex food offer  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb3ZlZm9vZGhhdGV3YXN0ZS5jb20vP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.rauCWssneVQkAv_8h14tsAmKjKWoVCsynm2-cq724bk/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5sb3ZlZm9vZGhhdGV3YXN0ZS5jb20vZm9vZC13YXN0ZS1hY3Rpb24td2Vlaz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.7Imnj6lN0m9aA7KaOP5etoGtKU85Kjijr5Qz0-cLiSA/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5leHBlcmllbmNld2VzdHN1c3NleC5jb20vZm9vZGllLWFkdmVudHVyZXMtd2VzdC1zdXNzZXgvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.N5TwxcsgbeLtB6yAGBqkC7g5hD3vCm8ILRNL1XiNfHg/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l


 

 

Share your views in a national Biodiversity 

Net Gain consultation   

A national Biodiversity Net Gain consultation has been launched which sets out proposals for 
how biodiversity net gain will be applied to the Town and Country Planning Act, and at a higher 
level, Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects. 

The proposals aim to put nature and biodiversity gain at the heart of decision-making and 
design. 

The consultation closes on 5 April 2022. 

Share your views here      

 

Free solar panel systems 

for low income 

households  

Horsham District Council has been awarded additional 
funding through the Green Homes Grant Local 
Authority Delivery Scheme to offer fully funded installations of Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Panels 
on low income homes within the District. 

Eligible households will have already received a letter inviting them to apply. All those receiving 
solar PV installations will also be offered fully funded insulation measures, such as cavity wall 
or loft insulation, to help further reduce their energy consumption and household energy bills. 

Find out more about the scheme  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnN1bHQuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2RlZnJhLW5ldC1nYWluLWNvbnN1bHRhdGlvbi10ZWFtL2NvbnN1bHRhdGlvbi1vbi1iaW9kaXZlcnNpdHktbmV0LWdhaW4tcmVndWxhdGlvbnM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.D9riIUQtFUjL85erX4pkYSqgZeHwKkNzVNALtHRYqj4/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnN1bHQuZGVmcmEuZ292LnVrL2RlZnJhLW5ldC1nYWluLWNvbnN1bHRhdGlvbi10ZWFtL2NvbnN1bHRhdGlvbi1vbi1iaW9kaXZlcnNpdHktbmV0LWdhaW4tcmVndWxhdGlvbnM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.D9riIUQtFUjL85erX4pkYSqgZeHwKkNzVNALtHRYqj4/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvZ3JlZW4taG9tZXMtZ3JhbnQtbG9jYWwtYXV0aG9yaXR5LWRlbGl2ZXJ5LXN1Y2Nlc3NmdWwtbG9jYWwtYXV0aG9yaXRpZXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.d0haW2u3o4zDOstpeVV1DJM28kaIxxU1TBU7F4YHtsg/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvZ3JlZW4taG9tZXMtZ3JhbnQtbG9jYWwtYXV0aG9yaXR5LWRlbGl2ZXJ5LXN1Y2Nlc3NmdWwtbG9jYWwtYXV0aG9yaXRpZXM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.d0haW2u3o4zDOstpeVV1DJM28kaIxxU1TBU7F4YHtsg/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53YXJtZXJob21lcy5vcmcudWs_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.4Y_bv6S7ccpBTQZD_6luVF-eVXK00aS0zN1d093IuBQ/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l


 

New items added to our 

Reuse Shop 

Horsham District Council has been selling a broad selection 
of good quality items online as part of our trial Recycling 
and Waste Reuse project, encouraging people to join the 

circular economy and give a second home to quality goods rather than buying brand new 
items. 

The stock has recently been replenished with up to 100 items for you to choose from. 

Why not take a look? You just pay for the item online then come and collect it from our Click 
and Collect point. 

Horsham District Council Cabinet Member for Recycling and Waste, Cllr Toni Bradnum said: 

"This has been a really exciting pilot which has diverted many household items from the waste 
stream. Reusing items which might otherwise go to waste should be a priority for us all, and is 
a simple step we can all take to lessen our impact on the environment." 

Shop Now  

 

Help share the news of our 

Climate Action work 

We'd love to share our Climate Action newsletter with more 
people so that they can stay up to date with our news and 
stories.  

If you know someone who you think might like to start receiving 
a copy please do forward them this email and encourage them 
to sign up. Thank you. 

Sign up here  

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay93YXN0ZS1yZWN5Y2xpbmctYW5kLWJpbnMvcmVjeWNsaW5nL3JldXNlL3JldXNlLWh1Yi1zaG9wP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.TWSuKIgtCLj9cxgbwBtnp69jH6VW_IORazafzU3wMNI/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVUtIT1JTSEFNL3N1YnNjcmliZXIvbmV3In0.NgkLW6e2PkP_uuOMUdokEJix8FSopbl5aFHmny6ld4U/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l


 

 

Useful Links 

Read our latest climate action blog posts 

Find out about how we are tackling climate change 

Horsham District Community Climate Fund 

Learn about the Wilder Horsham District partnership 
 

    

Stay connected 

 

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, 
West Sussex, 
RH12 1RL 

   

  
 

  

 

 
04.03.2022 Email from Sussex Police 
Rising to the challenge in tackling violence against women and girls 

   

 

 

 

Last week I was delighted to host the Minister for 

Safeguarding, Rachel Maclean MP and Deputy Chief 

Constable Maggie Blyth who is the newly-

appointed lead for the national strategy on 

violence against women and girls (VAWG). 

Having already commissioned a countywide 

Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Framework 

and funded a dedicated post within Sussex Police 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9jbGltYXRlLWFuZC1lbnZpcm9ubWVudC9uZXdzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.kmn0SYoyEe2wYeyZnRA0RV3m4dq5Oo6NRvDHPilclo8/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9jbGltYXRlLWFuZC1lbnZpcm9ubWVudD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.9jSPZJIwxWxYFE1NsT8mUMVIU8jykZsjBu9XlsuRQqI/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9jbGltYXRlLWFuZC1lbnZpcm9ubWVudC9jb21tdW5pdHktY2xpbWF0ZS1mdW5kP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.OglrLDYGnCO_70R4KRfRaXVGUslY93nFbrw3SGXR2VM/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay9jbGltYXRlLWFuZC1lbnZpcm9ubWVudC93aWxkZXJob3JzaGFtZGlzdHJpY3QvYWJvdXQtd2lsZGVyLWhvcnNoYW0tZGlzdHJpY3Q_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.o4DqNnMHBqszJaPrXAHusXOLD56E_Y_8Spi0Xqjhwos/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vSG9yc2hhbURDP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.kCecR2ODwofHr1tjPh-NALWyhAK_X1AIhlhHAZCAKDw/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL0hvcnNoYW1EQz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.PM-GScrrJXKes5ZUvMoNSBLquHJYaVoJw4fkoHtdbvg/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5saW5rZWRpbi5jb20vY29tcGFueS84MTkwNz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.klxWYW26YYZhH8Fwzfp2Gar2H9Eytos4M9hqKnIPaO0/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS9jaGFubmVsL1VDR2ZkUm9Day1nMjI1UmxVZ0dIVGtsQT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.PHZs7Nz_qAIw6L7Duucp7oRdxjLpNbI9lI0VzCn29X8/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pbnN0YWdyYW0uY29tL2hvcnNoYW1kYz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.VKMfjMVs20C-t4p1IL-zt1jqVb0DBn4bUisQ19SLGBA/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDguNTQ1NTA2MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ob3JzaGFtLmdvdi51ay8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.UrIZCuHcr_ZbFHfqyVoMypoH4ourvP-37avNhEsFPXM/s/747623833/br/127670873529-l


to tackle VAWG, it was great to be able to further demonstrate how Sussex are rising to the 

challenge. 

As the new lead senior officer, Superintendent Adele Tucknott along with Assistant Chief 

Constable Tanya Jones and Superintendent Miles Ockwell set out Sussex Police’s plan for 

tackling these crimes in partnership with local authorities, charities and victim services. 

On the day, we were also joined by three specialist service providers – independent stalking 

support service Veritas Justice, perpetrator projects manager Interventions Alliance and 

sexual offence support service Survivors Network. 

They each spoke about the expert, tailored support they provide and how they work with 

the force to ensure the needs of victims and survivors are met and that, as part of the 

pathway to recovery, there is access to survivor-centred essential services. 

We spoke to the Minister about how funds that I secured from the Government’s Safer 

Streets programme along with extra money from the Safety of Women at Night fund has 

made Sussex streets safer by securing new CCTV cameras, better street lighting and other 

physical security measures. 

It was gratifying to see that the Minister was impressed by the innovative, proactive 

approach Sussex is taking in tackling VAWG, including bystander training and a ground-

breaking scheme to re-educate perpetrators of stalking. 

She was also hugely interested in our hard hitting Do The Right Thing campaign which 

encourages men to challenge unacceptable behaviour towards women. 

 

Violence is preventable, not inevitable 

 

On Wednesday, I attended Sussex’s Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP) conference in 

Brighton. The VRP brings together the police, local authorities, criminal justice partners, 

the NHS, public health and community organisations to tackle the root causes of serious 

violence in Sussex. It’s all about protecting children and young people and making our 

communities safer. 

https://email.proworx.co.uk/t/r-l-tylkhild-ktzutztd-i/
https://email.proworx.co.uk/t/r-l-tylkhild-ktzutztd-d/
https://email.proworx.co.uk/t/r-l-tylkhild-ktzutztd-h/
https://email.proworx.co.uk/t/r-l-tylkhild-ktzutztd-k/
https://email.proworx.co.uk/t/r-l-tylkhild-ktzutztd-u/
https://email.proworx.co.uk/t/r-l-tylkhild-ktzutztd-x/


Throughout the day we heard from a range of practitioners and experts who explained 

what types of crime affect young people and how to make lasting changes that will 

improve their futures. 

We also heard from people who have had lived experiences including the parents who 

attend the Collaboration Against Child Exploitation group (CACE). They described the 

support they’re receiving and how the group provides a chance to speak with others who 

have had a child exposed to criminal or sexual exploitation and County Lines. 

REPRESENT, who are a team of artist-mentors and young men referred through Probation, 

spoke about how they channel their creative outlets through music. A member of the 

group mentioned that without services like these they'd have nowhere to turn. 

Early results from the work of the VRP are that there has been a 24% reduction in knife 

crime in Sussex, compared to a 10% national average in the last year. 

 

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SHARE WITH A FRIEND 

   

HAVE YOUR SAY WITH TALK SUSSEX  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

04.03.2022 Email from NALC 
Chief Executives Bulletin 

   

NALC endorses statement in support and solidarity with Ukraine 

NALC has joined the Local Government Association (LGA) in endorsing a statement 

from the political leadership of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions 

(CEMR), which strongly condemns the multiple attacks and violations of the territorial 
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integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine. You can read the statement if full, become a 

signatory and see the full list of signatories here. 

 

National salary award 

Following notification this week of agreement on the pay award, we have published a 

new employment briefing on the national salary award for clerks and other 

employees employed under the terms of the model contract. The award states 

pay agreement has been reached on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2021, 

employers are encouraged to implement this pay award as swiftly as possible, and 

back pay for employees who have left employment since 1 April 2021. 

 

Updated legal guidance 

We have updated Legal Topic Note (LTN) 28 on basic charity law. The update is to 

paragraph 6 to say that where a council is a sole charitable trustee, it should set up a 

committee and the committee will be governed by charity law and decisions made in 

the best interests of the charity. This is further to guidance from the Joint Panel on 

Accountability and Governance that such committees should be governed under 

charity law and not local government law. And with around 1,000 local councils having 

elections in May, we have reissued our legal briefing L01-21 on the code of 

recommended practice on local authority publicity (England) which covers publicity 

during the pre-election period. The briefing links to the latest LGA guidance, including 

answers to frequently asked questions on the pre-election period. You can find both 

sets of guidance in the member's area of the NALC website (login required) - LTN 28 

is in the charities section of legal topic notes and L01-02 is in the council business, law 

and procedure section of legal briefings. 

 

Launch of NALC Star Councils Awards 2022 

I’m delighted to announce the launch of NALC’s Star Councils Awards 2022. As the only 

awards in England recognising the contribution local (parish and town) councils make 

to their communities, the Star Council Awards 2022 are an opportunity for local 

councils, councillors, young councillors, clerks, and county associations to showcase 

how they are making a change in their communities. The five award categories are 

Clerk of the Year, County Association Project of the Year, Young Councillor of the Year, 

Councillor of the Year, and Council of the Year (which is decided by a public vote). 

More information is in our news story and please consider applying to get your 

fantastic work recognised! 

 

Remote meetings 

We are continuing to call on the government to allow councils to use virtual and 

hybrid council meetings options. To support our efforts, we are still looking to collect 

testimonies from councils on the impacts of recently setting budgets through the 

winter wave of coronavirus and emergencies. Please share your insights 

to policycomms@nalc.gov.uk. Do also consider taking the model motion to a 

meeting of your council, and if you haven’t already please sign the petition which is 

nearing 11,000 signatures (and encourage everyone you know to do likewise!). 
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NALC Smaller Councils Committee 

NALC’s Smaller Councils Committee met remotely on 2 March. Ahead of the draft 

minutes being made available, here are some headlines from the meeting: 

• Following a discussion on their work programme, the committee agreed to 

write to smaller councils to ask what issues of relevance to them they would 

like the committee to address and the services they would like NALC to 

provide. 

• The committee received an update on the progress of several initiatives 

including the Local Council Award Scheme, Civility and Respect Project, Star 

Councils Awards and the Make A Change campaign. 

• As well as providing feedback on increasing take-up among smaller councils, 

the Committee will be actively promoting and supporting these initiatives in 

their areas.  

Young councillors network 

If you’re a young councillor, have you joined our dedicated network yet? Benefits 

include connecting with other young councillors from across the country, providing 

mutual support to each other, sharing learning and good practice, and getting 

involved in NALC’s work and campaigns. You can join here and the next online 

meeting is on 8 March from 12.00 to 13.15. 

 

NALC event on the Levelling Up white paper   

Our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, hosted our latest online event 

on 23 February which focussed on the recent Levelling Up the United Kingdom white 

paper. It was good to hear the speakers - Tom Walker from the government’s Levelling 

Up Taskforce, Will Tanner from Onward and Ailbhe McNabola from Power to Change – 

talk about their reaction to the white paper and share their insights. Here’s a flavour of 

what they had to say: 

• In his opening remarks, Tom said “We make some specific announcements 

about reviewing neighbourhood governance, about looking at ways to 

strengthen community participation and policies…about how to invest in 

community pride” and that “from my experience working on this agenda over 

the years, there are loads more that we could do. It’s not the most developed 

part of the white paper…there's a real chance to take what I would say is the 

direction of travel in the white paper and help us turn that into specific 

proposals”. 

• Ailbhe broadly welcomed the white paper as “it has quite a lot in it for 

communities in the neighbourhood level. So I think it's really encouraging and 

essentially, we feel there's quite a lot to do, but it feels like there's that 

commitment there to do that work over the next year or more”. 

• Unsurprising given their Double Devo report, Will said in his introduction that 

“I think with regard to parish councils and more generally the levelling up 
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agenda…we have historically underplayed the importance of local institutions 

and local strong local governance for driving change…We can say with a high 

degree of competence, the parish or town councillors contribute to a strong 

community….The neighbourhood governance review is a massive opportunity. 

The government is very open that it wants to find ways to expand strong 

neighbourhood level governance, they will only come up with good ideas if 

they are presented with evidence from the ground about what is working and 

what's not”. 

The recording of the event will be available on the NALC website over the next few 

weeks, so do lookout for that. And you can find out more and book for our upcoming 

online events – including on themes of policing and community safety, neighbourhood 

planning and climate change – on our online events page. 

 

In and about 

On 2 March, Anders Hanson from the member services team attended a remote event 

on the Local Council Award Scheme organised by the Northamptonshire County 

Association of Local Councils. The well-received session ran through how the scheme 

works, how to take part and the benefits of applying, with Anders also answering 

questions from those councils taking part. 

 

And finally… 

I was saddened to hear that Cllr Jim Wingham, chairman of the Cleveland Association 

of Local Councils and their representative to NALC, passed away this week. Jim was an 

active councillor and member of the county association for nearly 50 years and our 

thoughts are with his family, friends, and colleagues.  
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Concerns raised about the 

futures of a growing number of 

Post Offices  
 

 

 

The Princes Countryside Fund 

- Spring Grant Round 
   

 

 

 

Financial support for bus and 

light rail services 
   

 

 

 

Village halls hailed as 

'essential meeting places' for 

rural Shropshire communities  
 

 

 

Jackie Weaver and the new 

era for council meetings 
   

 

 

 

The Importance of 

Reminiscence in Rural 

Communities  
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Work begins on multi million 

pound project to build 

affordable housing in Norfolk 

village  
 

  

 

Boundary Commission for 

England will listen to public on 

proposed new map of 

constituencies  
 

 

 

 

Rural Related Politics - An 

RSN weekly review  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The March Rural Economy Spotlight 

The Rural Economy Spotlight is a dedicated publication for those working on the development of 

the rural economy. It includes news stories and the latest best practice including this month articles 

on how firms in sparse rural areas more likely to export, how resilient rural businesses innovate and 

diversify during Covid and a new 'Countryside Code' which has been launched for land managers. 

- Access the spotlight here  

 

 

Community Catalysts CIC have an another employment 

opportunity for someone based in the Cumbria area. 

They are extending their current partnership project with Cumbria County Council to include the South 

Lakes. They need an energetic, and imaginative person to coordinate things for them. 

The winning applicant will lead the Cumbria Community Micro-enterprise Project across the South Lakes. 

They will also find and mentor local people and community organisations, helping them to create new 

ways for older people who need help at home to live the life they want. 

Full details about this job can be found at this link  

 

The next RSN seminar takes place on the 30th March and will discuss the topic of Rural Planning in 

England 

This event is free to all Rural Services Network (RSN), Rural Services Partnership (RSP), Rural Health & 

Care Alliance (RHCA) and Rural/Market Town Group (RMTG) members. Attendance is limited and will be 
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allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 

- Members can book onto this event here  

 

The consultation outcome for Improving broadband for Very Hard to Reach Premises has been 

released by the Government and can be viewed here 

 

 

 

 

 

In Hinterland this week - In these very sad days its hard to find stories of relevance outside of the 

Ukraine issue. Its even harder to think of them as serious compared to challenges in that part of the 

world, still perhaps we should look at this edition as a bit of light relief. We have renewed rights of 

way legislation, rising water prices in the Midlands, rising house prices, farms shops, clocke and a 

predecessor of football!! Read more...  

 

 

Looking for funding for your local project 

or community group? Read the 

latest edition of the Funding Digest here 

  

 

 

Read the latest Government 

Consultations that may be relevant to 

rural communities here 
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Member Insights is the place to discover 

the statistics that define communities 

within our membership 

Visit the Members Insights here 

 

 

Find out about our campaign for fairer 

funding for rural areas here 

This includes our work on the Local 

Government Finance Settlement 
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